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GHAPÏER L 

ITALT : SmBAD THE SAlLOB. 

TowAKDS tho be;j;iiitiii),i: of tiie ycar 1838, two young men 
belonpiug to tho lir^t so(;iety uf Paris, the Vicomte Albert 
de Morcerf and the baron Franz d'Kpinay, wero at Flor- 
ence. They liad agreod to soe the Caniival at Rome that 
year, and that Franz, wlio for the last three or four years 
iiad inhabited Italy, shuulJ act as cicérone to Albert. As 
it is 110 alight aiiair to speud the Caruivai al Rome, es- 
pecially when you have no gi-eat désire to sleep on the 
Flaoe dix Peuple, or the Canipo Vaccino, they wrote to 
Mattte Pftftriiiî, the propnetor of the Hôtel de Lonâveep 
Pièce d'ËBpagne, to xeeerYO oorofortalde aperimente for 
tham. Midfera Ftatrini leplied that he had only two 
roome and a cabinet oZ êeeondo piano, which he offered 
ai the loir cbaige of a louia ptr dÛM, They accepted hia 
oflbr j bot iriabing to make the beat use of the time that 
waa lefl^ Albert alarted for Naplea. Aa for IVani, he 
lemeiiied at florence» After baTing paesed aeveial daya 
hete» when he hadvalked în the Eden ealled the Oaeînefli 
when he had peewd two or three erenings at the honaea of 
the nohlea of Florence» he'took a iancy înto hia head after 
LaTing aiready Tisited Corsica, the cradlo of Bonaparte» 
to Tiait Mba, the halting-placo of Napoléon. 

One eveaing he loosened a boat froin tha iion ring that 
aeenred ii to the port of Leghom, laid himself down, 
wrapped in hia cLoak, at the bottom» and eaid to the eiew, 

Toik H. — 1 
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" To thc Tsle of Elba ! " The boat shot out of tho harbor 
like a bird, and the next morning Franz disembarked at 
Porto Ft'rmjo. Ile traveracd tlio. i-1iTi<î uftor liaving fol- 
lowed. tho tiucf'S which the foot^tt'ps oi tlie giant have 
left, and re-Pinli uki 1 for Marciana. Two hoiirs ai'tcr lio 
landed at TLauj^i, uliere ho was a-ssurtMl that red par- 
tritlgos abouiided. Tlio sport \va.s bad ; Franz siicce<.'ded 
iu killiii^^ ouly a few partridges, aiid like tjvery unsucceea- 
ful sportsmon, he returuecl to the boat verj much out of 
temper. 

** Ab, if your Exoellency cbxmt,** aaid the captain, ''you 
might bave oa|ntal eport." 
«WheieT'" 

"Do yoQ iee that iéSandl" oontimied the eaptain, 
pointittff to a conieal pile that loae ftom tiw hlue aea. 

<*WeU; whatisihisidaiidt" 

«The island of Monte Crieto.'* 

" Bttt I havB no perminîon to shoot over thia iahnd * 

<* Yo«ir ExoaUeiiqr àxm not lequiie a pennunon, ibr Ûub 
tiland ia nninhabited." 

Ah, indeed ! " said the yoong man. " A désert island 
in the midat of the Mediterranean moat be a curiosity/' 

" It ia very natmal *, this isle is a mass of rocks, and 
dœs not contai n an acre of land capable of oultivatioiu" 

" To whom doc8 thia ialand belong % " 

" To Tuscany." 

" Whatgame shalî T find theiel** 
" Thousands of wiid goats." 

" Who livo hy lickin?» the stODee, I suppose,** said Frau^ 
with au incrodulons smile. 

" No ; but by browsing the shrubs and trees that grow 

out of thc crevirrs nf the Tocka.** 

" Where can I sle^îp î " 

" On shorc, in the grottos, or on board in your cloak ; 
bcsides, if your Exoellency pleases, wo can leave as soon 
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as tlio chase is fmished. We can sail as well by iiiglit as 
bj (lay, and if tlic wùid drops we can use our oars." 

Aâ Franz had sufficient time beforo rejoining his com- 
panion, and had no furtlier occasion to trouble hiniself 
about his apartment in liomc, lie accepted tlie proposition. 
Upon his answer in the affîrmativei the sailors exchanged 
A hw words together in a low tone. " WaU," be aaked ; 
" wbat 1 18 the» any diffiraltj to be ■mmoaiitodt'' 

**No" replied tbe eaptain, **bttt m nrait mm joui 
Exoellency tbat tb« ialand is contomaoioiuk" 

" Wbal do you mem t " 

"Tbaft Monte Ciûto^ alibongb uninbahited, yel eems 
oceaaionanj m a nfttge for fbe emngglen and pintee who 
eome firom Oonica^ flaidîmay and AÊm ; and tbai if any- 
tbing betiays tbat we bave been tbeve^ ire abaU bave 
to petfimn qnamntine £» six days on oor letom to 
Leghom." 

" The devil ! that is quite another tbing 1 8lx days 1 
just the time whiob 'God rcquircd to cnato tbe wodd. 
It is somewhat lon^ my obildren/' 

" But who wi]i aaj that yoox ^zoaUenoy bas been to 

Monte Cristor' 

" Oh, I shall not," cried Franz. 

" Nor I ! nor I ! '* chorused the sailoiB. 

" Then steer for Monte Cristo." 

Tlio captain gave liis orders ; the bow was tiimed 
toward« tlio i?^land ; and tho beat was soon sailinir in that 
direction. Franz waited until ail was finished ; and when 
the sail waa lillod and the four sailors had taken lln ir 
places, three forward aud ono at the helm, he reiiumed 
the conversation. "Gactano," said ho to tho captain, 
** you tell me Monte Cristo serves aa a refnc'e for pirates, 
-who are, it seems to me, a very différent kind of g&me 
£com the goats.'* 



4 THB oouBT or MONU CBIBia 

** Ycs, your Excellency ; and it is true." 

" I kiiew tliere were emugglers ; but I thought thAt 
gince the ciiptujo of Algiers and tho destruction of tbo 
regeiicy, pirates cxistcd ouly in iïiQ romances of Coopet 
and Captaiu Marryat." 

''Your Excellency is mistaken ; there are pirates, just as 
there an bandits, — who wexe bolieved to baye beun ex- 
tennînAted by Pope Léo XII^ and who ye( erery day lob 
tniTellen at the gatM ot Borne. Hae not yoni Exoellmej 
hoaid thaï the Fieneh Aargé ^^fmnt wm lobbed six 
monthe ego within Ato hnndnd paoei of YeUetat** 

" Oh, 76% I hMod thst*' 

**WdI, ihen, if Uke va jour feeeUency liTed al Leg^ 
boni» jon woald hear from time to time thaï a littk mer- 
chant veeeel» or an Knglieh yacht thaï waa expected al 
Bastia, al Porto Fen^ or al Givita Yeoehla, haa noi 
amved ; that no one knowa whal haa beoome of ii^ and 
thaï doubtless it haa atmek on a look and Ibnndered. 
Kow, tbis rock it haa met ia a long and namnr boat 
manned by six or eigbt men, who have anrpiîaed and 
plundeied it aome dark and stormy nigfat naar aome dés- 
ert and gloomy isle, aa bandits plunder a eanîage al the 
oomar of a wood." 

** Bat/' asked Franz, wbo lay vrapped iu bis cloak at 
the bottom of the bark, "why do iiot thoso who bave 
been plinvl' rr^d complain to the Fienoh, or 
Toscan governineiit-a 1 ** 

tt yçi^j I " Qoi^ Uaetano, with a smile. 

"Yes, wbyî" 

" Bccause in tho first place tbey tran«îfor frora tho vcssel 
to tlif ir own boat whatcvcr tbey tbink worth taking, tben 
tiiby biud the crew liand anJ foot ; tbey attacb to every 
oue's nock a four and twenty pound bail ; a large bolo ia 
pierced iu the vessôl'ii bottom, and tben tJiey leave ber. 
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Afc ths mà of ten minnles tbe vcssel begina to ipU, laboi^ 
tnd iben ûnk ; tben one of tbe sides plunges and tben 
the otlier. It lises and sinks again; suddenly a noise 
like the report of a canBon is heard, — it is tbe air break- 
ing the deck. Soon the water rushes out of the scupper- 
boles like a whale spouting; the vessel gives a ]:ist gn>an, 
spins round and round and disappcars, formiiig a vast 
whîrlpool in the océan, and then nll is over. So tliat in 
fivo minutes notliing but the eye ot Uod can see the vessel 
•where she lies at the bottom of tbe sea. Do you undor- 
stand now," said the captain, lauLdiing, " why no cau- 
pkiiuts are made to tho Govcrnmeut, and wbj tbe veâsel 
does not arrive at tho port 1 " 

It is probable thaï if (îaetano had related tbis previously 
to proposing the expédition, Tranz would have hcsitated 
ère he accepted it; but now tbat tbey bad started, be 
thoQfi^t it wonld be oowaidly to diaw liack. He was one 
of thon men who do boI nsblj court danger, but if dra^ 
ger pmento itaeli^ encoimter it with impertiirbable oool* 
hmi. He wea one of thoeo ealm and lesdute men who 
look «pon a danger as an advenaiy in a duel; trlio oïl* 
eobte he noYementa and atudy ita attackB ; who letieaft 
suffieiently to take hieatli, but not to appear cowardly; 
wbo^ nndeietanding «11 theîr adTantagea, kiU at a eingle 
bbw. «<Bab 1^ nid he, have tmTeUed thioogh Sidlj 
•nd GUahria, I have niled two montbs in the Aïohipel- 
«go ; and yet I never law eren the ahadow ni a bandit or 
• pirate." 

"I did not tell your Ëxcellency tbis to dater yen. ftom 
yocr projeoty" raplied Gaetano ; " but yoa qneationed me^ 
and I bare anawered, — tbat 'a ail,'' 

"Ybb, my dear Gaetano, and yonr conversation is most 
interesting ; and as I wiab to «njoj it as long as poesiblab 
eteer fi» Monte Giiato/ 
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The wind blew strongly ; the boat sailed six or Beven 
Imots an houi ; and they were rapidiy nearing the end of 
thaii voyage. As they appioaflhed, tbo iaknd Memed to 
lise a hiige iqms îrom the boeom of the aea; end thiongh 
the olear atmoephen in the light of doeing day, they 
eoald diatinguieh the racka beaped on ooe another ]ike 
bnUets in an aiaena]» in whoee cievices they oould aee the 
gieen bushea and tceea that weie growing. âb fat the 
eailon^ althongh they appeaied pei&etly tianquil, yet ît 
was évident that they were on the alerta and that they 
yeiy oaieAilly watched the glaasy enifim over which they 
were aailing, and on which a &w fiebing-boata with thek 
whîte eails were alone visible. They weie within fîftecn 
miles of Monte Cziato when the eun b^n to set behind 
Oorsica, whose monntains appeared against the eky, and 
ebowing their rug^ed peaks in bold lelief ; this mnss of 
stones, like the giant Âdamastor, me threateningly before 
the boati from which it hid the srm that gilJcd its highi» 
peaks. By degrees the shadow rose from the sea and 
seetned to drive beforo it tho last rays of the expiring 
day. At last tho reflection rcsted on tlie summit of the 
mountain, whero it paused an instant, like the iiery crost 
of a volcano ; thon tlio sliaduw «^Tadually covered the 
summit as it had covered tlie ]>i\so, and the island now 
a}ipeared to bo a gray mountain that grew continnallv 
darker. ilalf au hour latcr, uud the night -wm quite ùark. 

Fortnnately the niariners were used to thèse latitud(» 
aud knew every rock in the Tnscan archi])ola<îo, for in 
the midst of this obscurity Franz was not without uneasi- 
iiey.s, Curaica had long since di8a]i]icared, and Monte 
Cristo itself "waë invisible ; but the sailurs seemed, lik© 
the lynx, to see iu the dark, and the pilot who eteered 
did not évince tbe sligbtest heâtatiou. An hour had 
paased ainoe the sun had set» when Franc ânend he aaw^ 
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ai a quai ter of a mile to tlie îeft, a dark mass ; Lut it was 
impossilil' tu iiiiikc ( Ut what it was, and fcariiig to excite 
the muLh of the salluio by iui^>iaki])g a floating cloiid for 
lunJ, bu remained sileiit. Suddeiily a grtiuL iight appeared 
on the stmad ; land might reëeiublu a cloud, but the lire 
was not a meteor. " What is thk light S he asked. 

«Sik&oer ttld tbe captain ; «ititftfiM." 

"But yoii toJd tno ilie ubad muimiiiilttlnted t ** 

"I nid theie were no fix«d Inbîtotîons on it; bat 
I nid dflo that it nrvod aoiiietimn w a hwbor fof 
«mogglen." 

"AndforpintMt" 

"And fin ptiatei^'' ntonied Gaeiaao, Teprating Fmu^s 
iroid& ^It is fbr thst nason I bave gtTon Œde» to pan 
the iale, ûït, as jon bm^ tbe fiie ia beiiliid na." 

<*But this fire," oontinaed Fraii% ''aeetna to me a thing 
tbat ahoald nthor assure than alam os ; man who did not 
wiàh to ho aeen would not light a lire.'* 

**0k, that goes for nothing/' said Oaetano. *'lf yon 
oangoeas the position of the ialand in tho darkness, yoa 
will see that the fire cannot be seen fkom the «idfl^ or ûom 
Pianoso, but only from tbe sea." 

" You think, then, that thia fixe annoanoea unwelcome 
ueighbors 1 " 

"Tbat is what wo raust îiscert;uîi," returned Gaelano^ 
£xing hÎH eycs on tliis terrestxjai star. 
**How can you asceitaint" 

«You shall sce." 

Gaetano consulted witli bis compauions; and after five 
minutes' discussion a manœuvre was executod which causod 
tbe boat to tack about. They returued in tlio direction from 
wbicb tbey bad corne, and in a fuw minutes tbe lire di.sap- 
j)eared, liiilden by a riso in tbe îand. The pilot a^aiu 
chauged the courBe of the little vessel, which rapidly ap- 
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proached tîie islauJ, and was sooii witliin fifty paces of itw 
Gaetano lovvered \ho sail, and the bout remained stutioTi- 
ary. Ail tins waa done in silenro, and siuce their course 
had been chan^ed not a wurd wiu» i>puken. 

Gaetano, who had proposed the expeditioD, b;ul Uken 
ail tlie responsibility ou liimself ; the four sailura tixed 
their eyes ou luiii, wkile they prej);ired their oars and held 
tbemselves in readiness to row away, which, thauks to tlio 
darkuesâ, would not be difficiUt. As fur Franz, be exain- 
in«d hû anoB with the atmotl ooolness. Ho had two 
doublfr-bandled guns and a xifle; he hmâtA them» looked 
at the loeke, and waited qniaftlj. Daring this lime the 
captaia bad tbiown off hia vaat and ahlft, and «eotued hia 
tronaeia xonnd hk waîrt; hia faet wera nakad, lo ha had 
no ahoea and iitockings to take oC After tbeae preparar 
tiona he phraed hia finger on hia h.'pê, and loweriqg him- 
aelf noiseleadj into the aea, ewam towaida the ahoie with 
auch praoaution that it waa impoaaihle to httat the aligh^ 
est eonnd ; he oonld be tiaeed only by the phoaphoieaoent 
line in hia wake. Thîa tiaok aoon dieappeaied; it was 
évident tbat be had tonched the sbore. £very ono on 
boaid remained motionless daring balf an bour, wben the 
same lumînotis track was again obeanred, and in two 
atrokes he bad regained the boat. 

" Well 1 " exclaimed Franz and the aailon ail together. 

"They are Spaniab smugglers," nid he; ''thej bave 
witb them two Corsican bandits." 

« wbat are thèse CkMnican bandits doing heie with 
Spanish smuggîors î " 

" Alas ! " returned the cajitain, with an accent of pro- 
fmmd Christian cbarity, "we ougbt always to help ono 
another. V'ery often tlic bandits are burd presscd by 
gendarme» or carbineera ; well, they se© a boat, and 
goûd fellows iike us on board. Thej corne aud demand 
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hospitality of us. llow eau y ou relube iielpto a poor 
huiited devil 1 We receive tliem, and for greator security 
we stand ont to sea. This costs as nothing, and saves 
the hÎQ, or ak least Uie liberty , of a Mlow-creatore, who 
im ihe ftvfc ooQadifni fetami tli» tervioe tj pointing omt 
■orne Mlb q»ol whaw iro oui Und nm goods vilbont 
intemiptioiL'' 

M Ahl " nid Vam, "Hbsn yoa art a amnggler oeoawn^ 
aUy, Gaetaaot** 

«Yofiir ffÎTfiftlIfflifly, one doei a UtllB of eveiything; w» 
miui Uy» Mméhoir/' wtomed tihe oftlMr, gmtliiig I& a way 
ImponiUa to downibe. 

^*Tbeii j9a know te mm irlio m now on Monte 
Gnsfeot** 

*' Oh, yes, we sailors are lika frRWnaaoMi and noognÎM 
oach other by certain signa." 

" And do yoa thînk wa have nothing to fear if w« landt" 

" Nothlng at ail I smugglers are not thieves." 

''But thèse iwo Coisican handita!" aaid Vmo», oaloO' 
Jating the chances of péril. 

"£h !" said Gaetano, "it is not their fault ihai tbflgr 
are bandits ; it is that of Una aothoritiBai" 

"How soi" 

** Becaose they are pursued for having made a peau^ as 
if it was not in a Corsican's nature to reven^'e himself." 

" Wbat do you mean by having mado a peav, — - 
having assassiuated a maul" said fian^ continoing hia 
investigation. 

*• I mean that they have killed an enemy, which ia a 
▼ery différent thing," returned the captain. 

"Well," biiid the young man, "lot us demand hospi- 
tality of thèse smugglers and bandiU. JDo you tiùnk 
tiiey will grant itî" 

"Without doubt." 
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"How many are they?" 

"Four, and the two bandits make six." 
Just our number, bo that if they prove troublesome 
wo shall be ablo to check them; M £or (he lut time 
steer to Monte Cristo." 

" Yes ; but jour Kxcfti lency will pecmit tu to take aoine 
précautions." 

" By ail mcans : be as wise as Nestor and as prudent aa 
Ulysses. I ilo mure than permit, I exhort JOU." 
" Silence, tlien ! " said Gaetano. 

Every ono obeyed. For a man wlio, like Franz, riewed 
liis position in its truo light, it was a grave one. He was 
ciluue in the darkness with sailors wliom he did not kno^¥■ 
and who had no raudon to be dcvoted to liini ; who kuew 
that he had in his belt several thousand livres ; and who 
had often oxamined his anna, wbieh weie verj beautiful, 
if noi ntth «ovy, at leiak wîfb euSonty. On tin othn 
hÊoà, be WBi aboat to land withoat any other «mit than 
th«ia mon, on an ialand whioh bote a feiy nilîgîoiui iiani«^ 
but whiob dîd noI aeem to offiar Ftani any other boapt- 
talitj tban that of Galvaiy to Chnet^ thanka to the amq^ 
^en aod bandita. The hiatoiy of the eeuttled Teanb^ 
whieh bad appeazed improbable duiing the day, aoemed 
TOiy piobaUe at ntf^t. Plaeed aa be iraa between two 
imagînaiy dan^sn^ be dîd not qiiit the exew wîtb Ua bj^b, 
or bia gon witb bia band« 

However, the aallom had again hoisted the sail, and the 
veesel was OQoe mofo oleaving the waves. Throogh the 
darkness Franz, whose eyes were now more aoenstomed to 
it^ diati^goisbed the granité giant by which the boat waa 
■albng; and then, tumingan iQgle of the rock, he »w tbe 
fire more brilliant than ever, round which fiye or six pep* 
sons were seated. The blaze illumined the sea for a hun- 
dred paoea nrand. Qaetano skicted the light^ oaiefoUy 
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keeping the boat, ont of its rays ; theu, when they were 
opposite the tire, he cnlered inio ihe centre of the circlo, 
singing a tiâhmg-soug, of which hk companions sang the 
chonu. At the fiisi woidi of the song, the men seated 
Maiid tiw fin tom aad appiOMbod the knding-place, th«îr 
efes fized on the boefc^ <^ whieh they evideutly sought to 
judge the fbne «ad dmne the i&tentio]]* Thej eoon ap- 
peued aaligfied and letnmed (with the ezoeptioii of oiie^ 
who lemaiBed at the ehoie) to their fin^ at whieh a whole 
goat WM xoaetiiig. Wben the Imat waa within twenty 
paœs of the ehon^ the man on the heaeh made wHh hb 
oarblne the movement of a eentinel vho aees a patroJ, and 
oried, ''Who goee theiet*' în Saidinian. Ftans ooollj 
eooked hoth banals. Gaetano tben exohanged a few 
woids with this man, which the tiaTeller did not ha- 
derstand, but v. l i h evidently concamed him. 

*' Will yo\ir Excellency gi?e jour nama^ or lemain meog^ 
mto ? " aeked the oaptain. 

"Kj name must rest unknown; mezely eay I am a 
Frenchman travelling for pleasure." 

As soon as Gaetano had transmitted this answer, the 
sentinel gave an order to one of the nicn scatcd round the 
tire, who rose and disappeared aniong the rocks. Not a 
Word was spoken j every on© seemcd occupied, — Franz 
with hia diaembarkment, tlie sailors with their siiila, the 
Hmuggiers with their goat, — but in the midst of ail this 
carelesôuess it was évident that they mutually observed 
each other. The man wlio had disappeared returned sud- 
denly on the opposite side to that by wiiich he had left; 
ho made a sign with bis head to the sentinel, who, tura- 
ing to the boat uttered thèse words, " S'accommodV* Tho 
Italian t^aecommodi is untranslatable ; it racans at once : 
•* Come ; enter ; you are welcome ; make yourself at 
bonne; you axe the maiter." It is like that Turkish 
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phrase of Ml JirK^'R that so astoiiiahed le honrgcoi^^ gentil- 
homme hy \hv iiuiiiber of things it contamed. The fcailure 
did not wuit fur i second invitAtion ; four strokes of the 
oar brought them to the land. (Jactano sprang to shore, 
exchanged a few words with the sentmel ; thon his corn- 
lades disembadLed» and lastly «une Franx's torn. One of 
hÎB guns mi swuug otw his dionlder, Gaetaao bad tbt 
otheiv «nd a atîkr lidd his nlb; lut diMt» hdf artnl^ 
hatf dandj» csoited no suspicion, and «onseqaently no 
disquietnda. Tho boat "Wia aKNnad to tha ah«MC^ and 
thajr adtaaoed a ftw paoaa flad a aomliDrtalilo bÎTOuaa; 
but doublleai tha qiol ihej ehoaa did Boi soit tha amiig* 
gler who ffiled tha port cf aentiiid, for ha oriad OQl» ** Kol 
that mejf if yoa plsasa.'* 

Oaatano fidftaved an eneiuay and advaaoad to fha ap- 
posita cidfl^ whila two adkm kindled lotchaa at tha llia to 
light iheui on tbeir waj. They advftnced about thirty 
paoee^ and then stopped at a small «epkiiade suRonndad 
with locki^ in which aeata had been eut, not nnlika aantiy. 
boxes. Âround in the crevicee of the rocks grew a few 
dwarf oaks and thick bushes of mjrtles. Franz lowered 
a torch and saw by the light of a mass of cinders that ha 
was not tho first to discover this retreat, which was doubt* 
less onc of the halting-placea of tho wandertng visitors of 
>î otite Cristo. As fur his anticipation of cvonts, once ou 
terra Jirma^ once that lie Imd sccn tlio imlifferent if not 
friendiy appearaiî»'*^ of his hosts, his préoccupation had 
disappeared, or ratlier at sight of tlie goat had turncd tu 
appetitc. He raentioneJ this to (JacUno, wl»o replied tliat 
nothing coiiUl bc more easy than to prépare a supper, since 
tlity luid in tlioir boat bread, wine, half a dozen partridge^ 
aiul a good finj to roast tiiem hy. " Besides," uddeJ be, 
*' if tlic smell of their roast meat tempts you, I will go aiui 
uiltir them two of our biids for a slice.* 



Digilized by GoogL 



ITALT : aiNSAD TBÊ 8AXL0B. 



Il 



"Yu s( ( m bom for negotiation," retumed Fraiu; 
**go and try." 

Daring this timo tbe sailors had collectcd dried sticks 
and branches, with whidi tbey made a fixe. Fiani 
iraited impatknfly, onelHiig tha odor ol the goai, wben 
iho captBÎn letnnied irith a my^bmsm iir« 

WéU,** iaqiiued anythîiig new I Bo Hmj 

lefiuet** 

<*Qn tbe watear^f" reinmed Gaetano^ ^^tb» €]iie( who 
mB toM yon irwe a young Fkwiffihin>iv invitea yen to rop 
wiihhim." 

^WaU»" obiamd nani^^âiîa ehlaf la veiy poUte ; and 
I aaa no olgaetiony — eepedally as I Inûig my abaie tha 
aapper." 

<* Ob, U is not (bat, — be haa^ plenty and to ipaia fiff 
aapper; but he attaches a ""gnlw condition to yoor 

présentation at his hoose/' 

" His house ! bas ba bidlt ona here, tban 1 ' 

" No, bnt ha bas a vaiy aontCratabla ona aU tba aanu^ 

80 they say." 

" You know tîîis chief, then ? " 
" I have heard bim apoken oL" 
" m orwelir' 
"Both." 

**Tbe devil ! and what is this condition t ** 
** Tbat you aro blindfolded, and do not iake off the 
bandai^e uutil he hiraself bids you." Franz looked at 
Gaetano, to see, if possible, what he thought of this 
proposai " Ah," replicd he, gu^ing Franï's thooght^ 
** I know this merits reflection.** 

•* What should you do iii my place 1 ** 

** I, who bave nothing to lo8e, — I should go." ' 

** You would accept ? *• 

" Yes, weie it only eut of tanomtjJ' 
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thenî" 

" lisien/' eaid Qaatano^ loirving fais Toioe ; I do not 
knoir if what thoj mj is tm — " Ue rtop{»ed to te» il 

»ny one was neai. 

" What do they say 1 

" That this chief înhAhîta a cayem to wUfih the Piiti 
Palace is noihing.'' 

" What nonsensc ! *' said Franz, rescating himaelf. 

** Tt is no nonsense; it is quiie true. Cama, tbe pilot 
of the * St. Ferdinand,' went m unce, and ho came back 
aniazed, vowing that such treasures were onlj to be heard 
of iji fairy taU'.s." 

**i>u you know," obscrvcd Franz, " tliat with such 
stories you would ulak^ me enter the encliauted caTem 
of Ali Baba 1 " 

** I tell yoLi what I have been told.** 

"Then you adviae me to acceptî* 

** Ohf I don't say that ; yoor ExoeOency will do as you 
pleaae. I shonld be aony to adviae yoa in fbe maAtof." 

Fiaiis lefleoted a few mamenti^ fth that a maa ao rioh 
comld not bar» aay intention of plnndering bim of wbat 
fittiie be liad; and aeeing only tbe prospect of a good 
aapper, be aeoepted. Gaetano departed iritb tbe leply. 
F^aos waa prodent» and wtahed to leam ail be poenUy 
oonld eonoeniing bia beat Hé tomed towaids tbe aailov 
wbo doring tbis dialogœ bad aat gnTely plneking tbe 
partridgea witb tbe air of a man prond of bia ollloe» and 
asked him how tbese men bad landed, aa no TeBad of any 
kind was visible. 

** Nnyer nind tbat»" letomed tbe saCbr ; ^ I know tbair 
vessel." 

** Is it a T«ry heautiful vessd î ** 

" I would net wiah fora better to aail xound tbe wodd." 
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«QfwJiitlnudœiBalwt** 

" ÂboQfc a handrad tons ; Imt ahft » bnfll to atead aay 
weathar. ShekwluittlieEii^îslittUaTMlil'' 

" I do nol kiiow ; bai mj own aplsioa k eh» k a 

Genoeae." 

« And how did a leader of smugglers," continiied flnuu^ 
" Tenture to boUd * Te«el deaigned ht auoli a piupoM ai 

Geaoa 1 " 

" I did not aay thafc Ui» owner ma a snraggkr/' xopUed 

" No ; but Gaetano did, I thought." 

" Gaetauo had only seen the veââol &0111 a diatance ; ha 

bad not tben spoken. to any one." 

"And if this peraon be not a 8mugf.'îer, who is bot" 

**A wealfehy signor, who travek for his pleasuiL . ' 

"Corne," thought Franz, "he is still more mysierious, 
aince the two ari oimts do not agree. What is his liuuio i ' 

** If yoLi ask hiin be sajs Sinbad the Sailor; but I doubt 
itb Lt'iii^r liis ruai Dame." 

"SmUa Lk© SailorP 

"Yes." 

^ And wbeie does be réside 1 " 
'•Ontbeaea." 

"Wbataoantry do0§ ha aoma fromt 

''Idonoikiiaw;" 

^ Hâve 70a aw fleen liimt* 

"Someliimaa.'* 

Wfaaft sort ol a nan ia ha 1" 
«Tour Eseallaiu^ vill jndga fi» jmmelf 

Whora irill he nooiva ma t * 

No donbt in .tha mibtsDaiMMi pahm QMuo ïM 
jou of.** 

^ Haie JOU norar hid the cunaàij, whaa jm hava 
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Oh, J9B, mon than onoa^ Inift alwajs in Tain; wa «s- 
amined the grotto ail qyw, boi m navar oonld find tha 
alic^itMi teoa ol any oponinc^ Tliaj aay thai tba door 
ia not opened by a kajr, bot 1^ a magie waid." 

" Baôidedlj/' muttoied Itan^ " ihia îa an adTanton et 
the ' Arabian NighW " 

"Hia £xcuIloncy waits fbr jou," sai l a voioe whiali 
IVatis taoQgniEed as that of tha aantind. Ue was accom- 
panicd bj two of tbe yacht*B crew. Vnnz drew hia baad- 
kercbief from bis pocket and prosented it to the man who 
bad spoken to bim. Witbout nttering a word tbey ban« 
daged bis eycs wîth a care that showed tbeir approhension 
of hia committing somo indiscrétion. Afterwanls he was 
mado to promise that ho would not mako any attt»nipt to 
raiâc ttio bandage. Thon his two guides took bis anns!. 
and ho advanced, guided hy i'urin and proccded tlm 
sentinel. After advancin^^ ahoait tliirty paciis he perceivcd 
tbe app<'ti.ring odor of tho kid that was roasting, and know 
tbus tlmt iio was pasvsing the bivouac ; thoy then led him 
on about fîfty paccs fartber, evidontly a lvancing in tho 
direction forbidden to Gaetano, — a prohibition which ho 
couhl now comprchend. Pruseutly, by a change in tho 
atmosphère he perceived that tbey were entering a cave ; 
after goiug on for a fbw aeoonds more ha heaid a crack- 
ling, and it aeemed to bim aa thongli tha atmoq>heie 
again cbanged, and beoama balmy and paiftimad. Ai 
langth hia feet tonohed on a thiek and aoft oarpet, and 
hia gnîdea lot go thair hold of him. 

Thera waa a momont^a ailanoo^ and than a Toioa^ in 
azmUant Fianoh, althom^ vHh a fineign aooanti aaid, 

Walooma^ Hbnaianr t I b^ yon will lomoTa yoiur ban* 
daga." Al aay ba aaiily inMtginfld» I^ani did not mât 
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for a répétition of this permission, bot look off iha haiid* 
kerchief and found in the présence of a mnn from 

thiity-«ight to forty ymm of âge» dxessed in a Tunisian 
ooetame, — that is to say, a red cap wifch a long blue silk 
testai, a yeet of black olotb embroidered wiih gold, pant^ 
loona of deep red, large and full gaiters of tbe same color, 
embroidered witb gold like the vest, and jellow slippers ; 
he had a splencîid casbmere ronnd hia waist, and a pmall 
cimeter, sh;\rp and curved, wsls passed through his girdlo, 
Althont;h of a palenesa that was alruost livid, this man, 
had a remarkably handsome face ; hia cyes were penetra- 
ting and sparkliug ; his nose, straight and almost in line 
with hia brow, exhibited the Greek type in aïï its purity, 
wbile his t^etb, as whito as pcarls, were weii &et oS hf 
the black mustacho that covered them. 

But that palenesa waâ strikingj it raight be imagined 
that ho had been imprisoned for a long timo in a tomb, 
and woo iinable to recover the healthy glow and hue of 
the living. He waa not particularly tall, but cxtremely 
weU made, and Hke the men of the South, had email 
bâiids and fiMt But whai titoiiîahed Aan^ who bid 
tieatad Qaeliiifi^s deeeriptûm «• * fMà, was the qplfliiidor 
of the aptttment in whkh he fotmd himMiUl The entin 
ebamber mm Unad with oiimaon bvocade worked with 
fiowoi of gold. In « leoBM irai a kind of divan, aa^ 
moonted by a atend of Axabian «woxd» in ailTw teabbaida» 
the handka leaplandeikt with gieniB; from the oeOîng hnng 
a lamp of Yenetian gbMB^ of beautiftal ahape and ooIoTt 
wMIe the HboI laaled on a Tnikey cetpet, in whieh thej 
attnk to tho inatep ; fi^Mtiy waa aoapended before the 
door 1^ whieh Fians had entend, and alao in front of 
«notiber door, leading into a second apartment> whioh 
aeemed to be brilliantlj lighted np* 

Tbe hoat left F^Bans Ibr a moment abaotbed in hia aa^ 
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prise, nnd nioreover rendered hira look for look, net tak- 
ing hié eyes ofif him. "Mousieuj," he said at longth, "a 
tbousand excuses for the précaution taken in jour intro- 
duction hither; but during tlie greater portion of tho 
year this island is desorted, if the secret of thia ali 
were discovered, I sliould JuubLlesjs on niv returu Lithcr 
find my temporary letirement in a state of great disordor, 
whioh would be ezoeediugly annoying, not for tlie loss il 
mighl ooomom, bot beofttise I sbould not bave tbe ce?- 
tâintj I aow poawat of bdng able to aepamte myself afc 
plflamu» from àll fhe iwt of mankind, Let me now en- 
deaTor to mek» yoa foi^get âde tempomiy unpleesuitnee^ 
and offer yom wbaft no doubt you did not «xpeot to find 
hflie^ — tfaat la to lay^ a tokiable mppar and pfiettj aom- 
fbilaUo beda." 

**Ma fiit my daar hoa^" leplied fnm, '^make no 
apolc^ea. I bava always obaarred thaï they bandage tbe 
ayee of tboaa wbo panetiate encbanted palaoee, — for in- 
atanec^ tboaa of Baoïd in 'Tbe Huguenots ; * and laïUy I 
bava notbing to oomplaîn of, for what I see k a aeqnèl to 
tbe wonden of tbe ' Arabiau Nigbts.' 

" Alas ! I may eay witb Lncullus, * If I could bava an* 
ticipated tbe bouor of your visit, I would bave prepnrrd 
for it' But 8ucb as is my bermitage, it is at your dis- 
poeai \ sucb os is mj supper, it in yooia to abaie if yon 
trIU. Ali, is tho supper readyî" 

At this moment the tapestry was moved aside, and a 
Kubian, black as ebony, and dressed in a i)lain white 
tunic, mado a sign to bis master tbat ail was prepaied in 
tbe dining-ball. 

" Now," said the unknown to Franz, " I do not know 
if yoti are of my opinion, but I tbink notbing is more 
annoying than for two persons to remain two or three 
bours iace to face without knowing by wbat namo or titie 
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to addiess one another. Pray observa that I too much 
respect tha lawa of hospitality to ask jour name or titlo. 
1 onlj reqaeet joa to give me one by which I may bave 
the pleasure of addiffmîng yoo. As for myself, that I 
may put you at your ease, I tell yoa that X am gaoeiaUj 
called ' Siubaiî the Sailor.' '* 

" Aud 1," replied Franz, *' will tell you, as I only re- 
quire his wonderful laïup to urnke me preoiaeiy iike Alad- 
din, that I see uo reason why at this moment I sbould 
not be called Aladdin. That will keep us trom going 
away from the East, whither I am tempted to tbiok I 
have been couveyed by souw <?ood geuiuH." 

" WeU, then, Siguor Alad lm," replicd the siDgular 
amphitryon, **you lieard our r< |i:L.-t minmnced; will you 
now take tho trouble to enter the dinui>^ h ill, yuui Lumblo 
servant going first to show the way î " AL Lhe.se words, 
moviug Eiiido the tapeiitry, Siubad preceded his guest. 
Fiaoz proceeded ficom oiie enchantment to aoother; the 
table waa splendidly coveied, and imoe oonTinoed of thia 
important points he oaat lus eyes aronnd hUn* The din- 
iug-hall waa acaiooly leas atnking than the bonddr he had 
joat kft; it waa eutirely of marble^ with antique haa* 
leUefo of piioeleM Talne^ and at the two enda of the hall, 
whioh waa oblong* weie two magnifloent atatnea having 
baaketa in their handa. Thete haaketa comteined fbnz 
pjiamida of magnifioent ihdt; theie weie the pine-applfla 
of SicUy, pom^gianatea ftom Kalaga, otangea fvm the 
Baleaiio Xaleii^ peaches from Fiance, and datée from Tunis* 
The snpper oonaiated of a loaat pheasant gamiahed witb 
Corsicau blacklnida ; a boar^s ham, à la gelée, a quarter of 
a kid, à ia tertere, a glonona torbot, and a gigantic lobste^ 
Between thèse large disbcs weie smaller onee oontaining 
various daintiee. The diabee weie of 8U?er and the platei 
of Japaneee pandaln. 
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Franz lubbcd liis vyca to assure himself that this was 
Dut a dreu,m. ^Ui uJune waa présent to wait at table, and 
acquitted himself fio admirably that the guest compli* 
mented his host thmapon. 

Yes," he repliid, wbSLè 1m did flM honon of tlia in^ 
pw with luaok mm asd gnoe^— ** yes, he is a poor derîl 
who il miusii dmtod to tna^ iod does éll 1m can to ptm 
il fle rammbeti ÛuA I aayod hit Ufe, and as he haa a 
Mgaid fox hia Inad, ha Ma aoma giatitude tonaida ma 
for hafing kapi ît on hia abouldaEk'' 

Ali appvoaohad lua maatoi/took hia hand» and kiaaad it 

" Wotdd il be impartiMat» ^gaat Sinbad," aaid Fiani^ 
'*toukjfm. tmdar what ciroainataticea joa ^edomutà that 
«KcaUantdaadt" 

<'0h ! it îs a simpla matter," nplied «ha hoat "Il 
aaama the fellow Lad bccn caught wandedjqg naarar to tha 
harem of tha fiay of Tmiia than étiquette permits to ont 
of his oolor; and he was condemned hy the hey to hare 
hii longue eut out, and hia hand aod haad eut off, — the 
tongue the first day, the hand the second, and the head 
the third. I always had a désire to h ave a mute in my 
^■prvico. I waîted until his tongnc liad been eut ont, and 
then proposeJ to tlio bcy that he sliould seU nie Ali for 
a Bj)lendid douhle-barrelled gun wliicli I knew lia was 
very pacrer t<) possess. Ile hesitatcd a moment, so întent 
was he on finishing np with the poor devih 1- it v. hon I 
aiided to the guu au Ëuglish cutlass with which I had 
sbivered his Highness's yataghan, the bey yiehled, and 
agreed to foi^ve the hund and liead, but on condition that 
he would never agaiu set foot in Tunis. This was a nselos$ 
clause in thn barguin, fur wlienever the coward soos tlie 
first glimpse of the sliores of Africa, lie ru us duwu below, 
and can be induced to appear again only when we are out 
of sight of Ihe Ihird put of the globe." 
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Franz rernaîned a moment mute and peusive, hardi y 
knowing what to tbink of the miel bonhomie witli wlucli 
his host had related this incident. ** Aiui iike the celo- 
brated sailor whoso n.aiK- yuu hâve assumed," he said, by 
way of changing the cuuversatiou, " y ou pasâ jour life in. 
travelling 1" 

** Yea. It is in fhlfilment of a tov ▼hich I made «t a 
tinM when I UtUe ibought I éhaold ever lie able to aooom- 
pliab it|" flaid tha unkiiown, wHh a nogolar nuile. " I 
made tome othan alao, whîdi I liopa I mj ftilfil in daa 
aeason.'' 

Althoagh Sinbad prononnoed thaae worda with mnch 
oalomeai^ bis ejea daitad gleama of singolar ftsodty. 

" Yoa bava aiiiined a graat deal, Monalenr 1 " aaid Eraaz, 
InqoiniigLy. 

Sinbad ataited and looked fizedij at bim, aa he lepUed, 
" Wbat makea yoa suppose bo 1* 

'<£vcrything!" answend Fian^ ^'yonrToioe, yonrioolc» 
jour pallid complexion, and even the Itlb yoa lead." 

*' I ! T live the happieet life I know, — the real life of 
a paoha, I am king of ail cmition. I am pleasod with 
one plaea^ and stay tlicre ; I get tired of it, and leave it. 
I am free as a bird, and have wings like one. My attend- 
ants obey me at a signal Sometimes I amuse myself by 
carrying otf from hnman justice some bandit it is in qncst 
nf, ?^omo criniiiial wlioni it j)ursue^;. Then I liavo my 
modo of dispensing justice, silcnt and sure, without respite 
or appeal, wliich condcnms or pardons, and which no one 
soes. Ah \ if yoii ha<l ta.ste(l my life, you would not dé- 
sire any other, aud would nover returu to the world unless 
you had some great project to accomplish there." 

" A vengeance, for instance I " observed Franz. 

The unknown tixed on the yonng man one of those 
looks which peuetiate into the d^pth of the hoart 
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asked. 

" Beosoee/' repUed Fianz, yon seem io ue Uk» a tua 
who, penecuted hj aodety^ bas a ftatfol aooomit fto lettle 

with it." 

" Ah ! " rcsponded Sinbad, laughÎDg with his siDgidar 
laugh, wbich displayed hia wbite and aharp teeth. ** Yon 

have not giiessed rightly. Siich as yoii see me, T ara a 
sort of pliilosoplier ; and ono (hy perhaps I shall go to 
Paris to xival AL Appert and tbe loau in tho Litila Elue 
Cloak." 

"Ait 1 will that be the ûist time you will have mada 
ihat joumey 1 " 

"Yes, it will. I mmi sccm to you by no means ciirious, 
but I assure you that it is not my fault I have delayed it 
80 long ; I shall get around to it sonie day." 

" And do you propose to make tliis journey soon î " 

" I do not kiiow ; it dépends on circumstaûc«i8 which 
aro subject to uncertaiu contingencies.** 

" I should like to be there at the time you corne, and I 
inll cndeaTor to repay you as ftr as lies in my pow«r for 
jour libsial hospîtafitj ai Monta Cristo." 

*' I should aTBÎl myself of yoar oifer with pleaaure/' 
xeplied the host ; ** Imt nnfortitnaftely» if I go there, I shiJl 
perhaps piefiar ta lemain imknowiL*' 

Meaiitîme thèy vere prooeeding with the sapper, whioh 
howeifer appeaxed to have been sapplied solely for Fmhi^ 
fortbennkiiown soaroely tonehed one or two dishss of the 
splendid banquet to which bis unexpeotsd gnest did ample 
justice. Then Ali broaght on the dessert^ or lather iode 
the baskets ficom the hands of the statues and plsoed them 
on the table. Between the two baskets he placed a smsll 
silver cup, closcd with a lid of the same metaL Tlio care 
with whidi Aliplaosd thisoiip on the taUe loosed Fjans's 
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enrioeity. He raised the lîd and mw a kind of greenish 
I>aste, something like prewrvod angelioa, bat wfaich was 
entiraly luiknown to him. He rsplaoad tba lid, as Ignorant 
of what iha cnp eontained as he iras befoie he bad looked 
at it) and tben oasting bis eyes towaids bis bost be satr 
bmi smile at bis diaappointment. 

'* Yen oannot divine wbat sort of eonfeetion is contained 
in tbat Utile vase ; and it perplexes joa, doea it not 1" 

««loonfeesit" 
Wally tben» tbat green oonféolion ia nothing less tban 
the arabrosia which Hebe aerved at the table of Japifeer.** 

"But,'' repUed Franz, "this ambrosia, no doubt, in 
pasiing thiov^ mortal haods bas lost its beavenly appel- 
Litinn and asBiiined a human name; in Tulgar phrase, 
\rhat may you torm this compositi'on î — for which, to 
6Ay the truth, I do not feel any |Mirticular désire." 

"Ah î thu8 it is that our matcrial origin is revealed," 
cricri Sinbad ; ** we freqnently pass so near to happiness 
Avithont seeing, without regardiug it; or if we do see and 
î't^'_^aiil it. yot without rocogiiizing it. Are yon a vnnn for 
ùii', Bitbstautials, and is goid yourgod? ta-sto this, an<l the 
lîiincs of Ppni, Oiizerat, and Oolconda aro opened to ynu. 
Are you a man of imai^iiiation, — a poet? taste tliin, and 
the bonndaries of possibility disappcar ; tbe ùeldd of in- 
finité spuce open to you ; you advaiice free in heart, free 
iu iiiioil, iuto the bouudloss realma of iiiifettered revelrv. 
Are you anibitious, and do you seek to reach the high 
places of tbe earth 1 taste this, and in an hour you will 
be a kÎDg, — not a king of a petty kingdom hidden iu 
aome corner of Europe, like Franco, Spaiii, or England, 
bot king of tbe world, king of tbe nniverae, king of orea- 
tion ; yonr throne wUl be estabbsbed on tbe mountain 
to irhUHk Jesns waa taken by Satan, and withont being 
obiiged to do honH^ to Saten, without being eompéUed 
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to kiss his claw, you will be sovcroign lord of ail the kmg- 
Joma of the earth. Is it net t*'iijpting^ And is it not an 
casy thing, since it is only to do thua ? look ! " At thèse 
wurds he iincovered the snmll enp which contaiued the 
substance so landed, took a toaspoonful of tlio nKvjic sweet- 
nieat, raised it to his lips, and swallowed itslowly, witb bis 
ey^'s lialf shiit and liis htiad Ixjut backward. Fmaz did 
not distuib him while he abeorbed bia faxonie bonne bouchtf 
but wheu he had finished, he incpiired, — 

** What, then, is this precioua stuff I *• 

**Did you ever hear," asked tbe bost, **of tbe Old Man 
of the Monniaio, who attempted to «asMainate Phiiippo 
Augustîut'' 

Of ootuM I bavo." 

" Well, yon ktiow he vaigned mat a rieh vdtey whuk 
WM oT«rhung by the moimtaiii whenoe he derived hi« 
piGtuieiqTie naine. In thia TiUej weie tnagnifloent gn»- 
dena jila&ted hj Haasen-ben-Sahab, and in iheeo gudena 
iaoUted paviliona. Into theae paTOioni he admitted the 
élect; and theie, aays Maieo Pelo^ he gave them a eertata 
herb to eat. which transpotted them to Ftiadiae to the 
nidst of eyer blooming abrabe, ever ripe fruits and ever 
lovely virglns. Now, what theee happy penona took for 
reality was bat a dream, but it was a dream so soft, so 
Toluptuous, so enthralling, tbat they sold themaelTes body 
and soul to him who gave it to them. They were a^; obr dient 
to his orders as to thoee of God ; they went to the enda 
of the earth to strike down tbe victîm indicated to them ; 
find they dicd in torture without a murraur, — believing 
tlint doatli was hut a rpiick transition to that lifo of deligbta 
of whicli tho lioly harb now before you had given them 
a slight foretaste." 

" Then," cried FiaD% " it is haahish I 1 know tbat — by 
same at least." 
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"Thftt it preciaely, Signor AlaJdin ; it is hashish, 
— tho best and purest liashish of Alcxaudria ; tho liasliish, 
of Abou-Gor, the celebrated maker, the unique mau, the 
man to whom there sbould be built a palace inscribed with 
thèse words, ' A grateful world to the dealer in happiueas.' " 

" Do yon know," aaîd Fmni^ "I Inre a Terj great in* 
dimtîoii to judge for mysdf of tbi tnità €t izaggeratio& 
of yonr eologieiL'' 

"fudgi fot yoanelf, Signor Aladdin ; judge, bat do nol 
ooofine younelf to one triai Ab in eraything eUe^ m 
arait habituato tha aanflea to aay mv împiwnoni gantla 
or Tîdeiit^ Md or joyooa. Thm» is a atrogglo in natma 
«gunit ibis difina anbatanoe» — in nature^ wliiob ia not 
mada for Joy, and dinga to pain. Natuva, anbdned, moit 
yield in tba combat ; nality rnntt «aoooed to tha dneam; 
and tben tha dream irigns suprême. Tban tba dream ba- 
oomes lifc, and life becwmes the dvaam. But wbat a cbanga 
ia wrooght by tbat transfiguration, on comparing the pains 
of actual being with tba joys of the fictitious existeooa 1 
you daaif» to lire no longer, bat to dream thoB foievar. 
Whoi yoa ratom to this mundane sphère fiom your vis- 
ionary world, yoa seem to leave a Neapolitan spring for a 
Lapland winter, — to quit paradisc for eartb, hoaven for 
hell ! Taste the hafthiflh, guest of mine, ^ taate tha 
hashish ! " 

Fraiiz's only reply was to tako n toa*îpoonful of tho mar- 
vellous préparation, about as much in quantity as liis bost 
bad eatcn, and lift it to his month. " The devil i " lie 
fiaid aftor having swaiiowed the divine confection, " I do 
not know if the resnlt will be as agrceable as you describe, 
but the thing does not appear to me as succulent as you 
say." 

"Becausc yonr palate bas not yet attained thesublimity 
of the substance it tastes. Tell me, the lirst time you 
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tasted oysteis, tea, porter, truffles, and sundrj otlier 

dainties whîch you now adore, did you like them î Can 
you comprehend liow the Romans stuffed their phensants 
with aasafoetida, and fho Chirtrse eat swallows' ncsts 1 Eh, 
no I Well, it is the saine with hashish ; only eat for a 
■week, and nothing in the world will sœm to you to equal 
the deiii a -y of its flavor, whicb now appcars to you taste- 
lessaud nauseatin<7. Lot us now go into the side-chamber, 
— that \B, intû y oui chamber, — and Ali wiii bhng us coffee 
and pipes.** 

They both arose, and wHile lie who called himself Sin- 
bad — and whom we liave occasionullv named, that wo 
niight like bis guest havo somu titlc by which to dis- 
tinguish bim — gave aome oïdere to the servant, Franz 
entend the adjoining obamber. It was simply yet richly 
fanufihecL It was lonnd, and a large divan oompktdj 
eneiiiiled ii, DiTan, walla^ eeiling, floor, w«n ail eoTeied 
with nagmficeiit akina» aa aoft and downy as the xidieat 
caipeta; Hbsth were ékina of the liona of Atlaa^ with their 
kige manea; akina of the Bengal tigera^ with their atriped 
hidea ; akina of the panthen of the CSape» apotfeed beanti- 
faSïj like thoee âutt appeaied to Dante; akina of the 
beua of Sthenaiand of the foxeaof Norway; and ail theae 
flklns weie attewn in proftaaion ooe on the other, ao that it 
aeemed like walkîng over the moet mossy Uaf, or reclimng 
on the most luxuriona bed. Both laid themselves down 
on the divan ; ohibouqiiea with jasmine tabès and amber 
monthpieoai were within reach, and ail prepared so that 
there was no need to smoke the same pipe twice. E^ich 
of them took one^ which Ali lighted ; Ali then retired to 
prépare the coffee. There was a moment's silence, during 
which Sinbad gave liimself up to thon^hts that seeraed to 
occnpy him incessantly, even in the midst of his conversa- 
tion ; and £am a b ond o n e d himself to that mute leveiy 



Digilized by Google 



IIALY : 8IKBAD THB 8AIL0R. 



S7 



into wliicli wc aiways sink when smoking excellent tobacco, 
which seeuis to remove with its snjoke ail tlie troubles 
of the mind, uiid to give tlie smoker iu exchaugo ail ih& 
TÎnoos of Uie souL 
Hi iMooglit la the WfSéd, 

*How do yoa teke itt " iuquiied the unkiiown ; '^à la 
, frmeaUe m à la turgne^ strong or wwk, with sugar or 
wilboii^ oool or boîHngl A« you please \ it îb nedy in 
aUwaya" 

I wiU tako it a liai Ik*^'' xepUed Fnnz. 

"And yoa «re tîgbt»'*fltid fais hoit; **it tbowi you 
liaToatMkeforOrientBlliléu Ahl thooeOrieiitelB»'— (hey 
«e the only mon who know hom to Uve. As fi>r me^" 
ho added with ona of thoie BÎngnkr amiles whieh did not 
Otcape the young man, wheu I hâve completed my af* 
ftin in Parû^ I ahall go and die in the East; and shoidd 
* you wish to sec mo again, yoa muât seek me at Catio, 
Bagdad, or Isiiahau." 

Ma foi/^^ said Franz, \i would be the eaâest thing 
in the world, — for I feel eagle's wings springing out at my 
shoulderS) and \\\t\\ thnsc wings I oouid make a tour of the 
world in ffiir and twenty liours." 

"Ah, ah! it is tlie hashish that is operating. Wolî, 
UDfarl your wings, and fly into snperhuman régions. Fear 
nothing, — there is a watch nvpr yon ; and if your wings, 
liko tlinsp of IcaruSy melt before the sun, we are hère to 

leceivt; yuu." 

He thon said some Arabian words to Ali, who niado a 
sign of obudicnco and withdrew, bat reraained noar. As 
to Franz, a strange transformation luid takon j)laco in liim. 
Ail tho bodily lali^uo of thu day, ail the préoccupation of 
mind which the events of the evening had brought on, 
diflappeared, as they do in the early moments of repose, 
vhen we an still nffiflîeiitly oonadoua to he awam of the 
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ooming of slumber. His body âeemed to aoqnîre an aiiy 

lîghtness ; his perception brif^htenftd in a remarkable man- 
ner ; his sensés seeiued to redouble their power. The hori- 
20U coûtiuued to expand ; it wa^ not that gloomy horizon 
over which hovers a vague terror, and which ho hw\ seen 
bc'tore he alept, but a Wne, transparent, unbounded hori- 
zon, with ail tbe blue of ûm océan, ail tlie spanglea of the 
sun, ail the perfumes of tlie sunnuer brceze. Then, in the 
iiiidst of the 8ong8 of his sailorji, — - songs so clcar and 
soundiug that they would have made a divine harmoiiy 
had their notes ])t.'en taken dowiî, — lie saw the island of 
Monte Cristo, no longer as a thrcatcning rock in the midst 
of the waves, but as an oasis loat in the désert. Then, as 
(he boat approached, the songs became louder, — for au en- 
dMnting and mysterious harmony rose (o hœven lîronii tbit 
idand, as if aoine Iky-like Loreley or aonie encfaântar Uk» 
Amphion had wiahed to attxaol thither a aoal or baild 
thaïe dty. 

At length the hoat toaohed the ahone» bot withovt ef- 
fort, «ithont ahook» ta lîpa touch lipa ; and he entend the 
grotto amid oontinaed atiaina of moet delioioiia malodj. 
He deaoended, or lather aeemed to deaeend, aoTenl atep% 
bhaling the fresh and halmy air^ lîke that whieh may be 
anppoeedto leign aromid the grotto of Oiroe, fomed fton 
«och perfumes aa aet themind a-dreaming, and such fiiea 
aa bum the veiy sensés ; and he saw agaln ail he had seen 
before his sleep^ from ^^inbad, his singnlar bost, to Ali, 
the mute attendant. Then all socmed to fade away and 
beoome oonfused beforc his eyes, like tbe last sbadows of 
the magie lantern before it is extinguished ; and he was 
again in the cbambcr of statuea, lighted only by one of 
tbose pale and antique lamps which watch in the dead of 
tho night over sleep or pleasnre. They were tho same 
Statues^ noh in form, in afckaction, and poesj^ with eyes 
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of fascination, srailes of love, and flowing hair. They 
were Pkryne, Cleopatra, MessalÎDa, those three celcbrated 
conrtesans. Theu among them glided like a pure ray, 
liko a Christian angol in tho midst of Olympus, a chaste 
figure, a calra shadow, a soft vision, which seemod to vcil 
its Virgin hrow before thèse marble wantons. Then thèse 
three statues advanced towards liim with looks of love, 
and appiouched the couch on which ho was reposing, — 
their feet hiddeu in their long tunics, their thruats bare, 
hair flowing like waves, and assuming attitudes which the 
goda could not resist, but wldch saints withstood, and looks 
inflexible and ardent like the serpent's on tho bird; and 
fbttt he gave way before thèse looks, as painful iis a poWOT- 
W grasp and m delightful as a kiss. It seemed to IPtm 
tttt* be doaed hîs eyes, and iiiat m his last look around h© 
mw tlie modflit «tatne completely veiled ; and theniû» ^f*» 
dond io ail naliiy, his sensés wei© openwi 
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CHAPTEE n. 

THE WAKDiek 

When Franz rctiimpd to hiniself oxterior objects seemed 
a .sfnoTid portion of his dreaiu. Ile tliought himself in a 
sepulciire into which scarcely ponetratod, like a look of 
pity, a ray of the sim. He stret» lied fortli his hand and 
touchcd stone; he rose to a sitting posture, and found 
himself on his hurnooso in a bed of dry heather, very soft 
and odoriferoua. The vision had entiroly fled ; an<l as if 
the statues had been but shadows coming froiu their tonib 
during his dream, thoy had vanished at his ■w.iking. IIo 
advauced several paces towards the point whence the lighfc 
cam^ and to ail tbe excitement of his dream succeeded 
the calmnees of feility. He foond that lie was in a grotto, 
went towaide the opening, and through an arolud door- 
imj mw a bine mi and an aanie sk j. The air and water 
mn ahming in theliea&ia of tlie moraing sun ; on tbe ahona 
tbe aailon weie aitting, ebatting and langhing ; and at ton 
yaids ftom them tbe boaft was giaoeftillj liding at anobin; 
Thera for aome time he eigoyed the fteah breeia wbiob 
played on bia biow, and fiatened to tbe gentie noiae of tbe 
waTe% whleb came np on tbe beaob and leffc on the loeka 
a hoe of Hoam aa wbûe aa tShm, He abandoned bimaelf 
for aome time witboQt refleotion or thooght to the divine 
eharm whiob ia in the tbings of Nature^ especially after a ■ 
ftntaatio dieam ; tben gradoally tbia otttward life, ao oabn, 
ao poie^ ao gmnd, abowed him the unreality of his dream, 
and remembiaaoea bogan to xetam to bim. He leeaUed 



Digitized by Google 



his arrivai on the isîan*], his présentation to a smuggler 
chief, a subtcrranean paiaco full of splendor, aîi excellent 
snpper, and a spoonful of bashish. It sfoim .1 iiowever, 
even in tho face of open Jay, that at Itubt a year had 
elapsed since ail thèse tliings had happeued, so deep was 
the inipreaaion made in his mind hy the dream, and so 
stroog a bold had it taken of bis imat^i nation. Thus 
erery now and then his fancy placed amid the sailors, 
ôiîcited on a rock, or saw on the beat, moving wiLh itA 
motion, one of thoâo shadows which had shared his 
dreams with their looks and their kisses. Otherwise, his 
h«ad was porfectly clear and hia body completely rested. 
There m» no dulneM in lûa bnin ; on tho oontrary, he 
IbU a certain d^giee of Ugbtneaa» a iMnlty of abaorbing 
the pan air and eigoying the Inîght aonahîne mozo ^y* 
idlj than orer. 

Ha went gaylj np to tho aailony wbo tooa aa aoon as 
tb^jr peneiTad him ; and tho capfeaîn, anooiilnng bim, aaid, 
''Tho Signor Stnhad haa laft hia oomplimenta fox yonr 
ExoéDenoy, and deaina ns to expiaes tha tegnA ho fiwla 
at not being ablo to tako hia loaro in pazaon; but bo 
teusts yoa will excuse liim, aa yBsy important bnaineea 
oalla to Malaga." 

''So thon, Qaeteno," aaid Frani^ "this is, thao, ail 
leality ; there exists a man who bas received me on this 
island, entertained me right loyally, and haa departed 
wbile I was asleepl" 

"He exists so really that you may see Ms little yacht 
with ail her sails spread ; and if yen will use your glass, 
you vriW in ail probabilité lecogmzd your boet in the 
niidat of his crew." 

So saying, Gaétan o pointed in a direction in which a 
email vessel was making sail towards tho southcrn point 
of Coisioa. Imaz adjusted bis télescope and directed it 
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towards the pkoe indicated. Gaetano iras not mùtaken. 

At tho stern tho mysterious étranger waâ standing up, 
looking towards the shore, and holding a spy-glass in hia 
hand. He was attircd an ho h ad born on the previoua 
evening, and waved his pocket-handkerchief to his guest 
in token of adieu. Ynnz v^A.urwd the salute by shaking 
fâs handkerchit i la iike munner, After a second a sliglit 
cloud of smuke was secn at tho stern of the vessel, which 
rose g^cefuUy as it expanded in the air, and then Franz 
hciiiU. a light report. " There, do you hearî" observed 
Caetano ; "ho is bidding you adieu." Tho young niau 
took liis carbine and lircd il m the air, but without any 
idea that tho noiso could be heard at tiie distance which 
separated the yacht from the shore. 

Wbat «le yoat EzoeUanc^s oràuB t " InqtiîzMl 

'^In the ûbA pikoe^ Ugbt me » tootoh/' 

'*Âh, yes, l nndewtamd,*' npliid the captain ; ''to fiad 
the entanoe to the eneheoted iiNatnMiit Wilh mneh 
'fUmnan, jwa ExoeOenoy, if it would emnie joa; «ad I 
will 90I joa the toioh yoa «ah ft»r. I too hav* had 
ihe ideft you hm, and two or thxee tinaa the aame kmj 
haa coma overnie; bot I bave always glvmi it iq^ Oio- 
TËBiù, Ught • taEdi," he added» ''and glva it t» hia 
fixoeUeney.** 

Qtovaimi obeyed. Franz took the lamp and entend 

the subterranean grotte, followed by Gki^ano. He recog- 
nized the plaœ wbeie he had alept by tbe bed of heather 
that waa there; hat it ma in vain that he carried hû 
torch ali orer the exterior aorface of the grotto. He saw 
nothing except, by trac^ of smoke, that others had before 
him attempted the aame thing, and liko him, in vain. 
Yet he did not leave a foot of thia gmnito wall, as impen- 
elBible a» futuiiiy, without atzict aonitiny ; he did not aae 
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• Hmosb «itlKNit mtcododiig tlie blade of liia hnnting- 
flwsoid Islo nor » projeeting polni on wbidi bo éUi not 
Imui and pnng in the hope tbaft H woiild gÎTo way» AU 
VM Tain; and he loal two houis in tbat «zamisation 
«ithoat résulta. Ai the end of ihia tim» be gava np hia 
research; Gaataao ma triomphant. 

Wben Frani appeared again on the sboie, tbe yacht 
aaemed like a small white speck on the horizon. Ho 
loolrpfl again throngb bis glaas, but even then he coidd 
not distingoish anytbing. Gaetano reminded him tbat ha 
had corne for the piirpo^ of shooting goats, — which he 
had ntterly forgotten. He took bis fowling-picce and 
hp:;''nn to liimt ovor the isî rii l with the air of a man who 
in fuliilling a duty rather than enjoying a pleasure ; and 
ot the end of a quarter of an hour he had killed a goat and 
two kids. Thèse animais, tliough wild and agile as cha- 
mois, were too much like domestic goats, and Franz could 
not consider tbem as game. Moreover, other ideas, much 
more powerfui, occvipied bis mind. Since the evening bo- 
fore, he had l eally been the hero of onc of the taies of tbo 
" Thousaud and Ono Nights," and iio was irrcsi.stibly at- 
tracted towards the grotto. Thuu, in spitu uf thu luiluro 
of his £rst search, he began a second, aftor having told 
Gaetano to roast one of the two kida. The aecoud visit waa 
a long one, and whan ba letnined tha Md waa loaated and 
tba repast ready. Fkana waa âttîqg on tha wptÂ whan ba 
waa on thepieTiona eyening whan hia mjifeerioiiB hoafc had 
iniitad bim to aapper ; and he aaw tbe lîttle yadit, now 
like a aen^joU on tbe wara^ oontinoing ber fli^t towarda 
Ooniea. Whj,** ba lamaiiked to Gaaifcano, ** yon toM ma 
tbai Sgnor Sinbad waa going io liabiga ; bot it aeema to 
me tbai ba ia going atnàgbt to Porto Taocbio.'* 

** Don^t yon lemambar," aaid tbe eaptain, I told ytm 
tbat among tbe erew tbate wero two Oonioan brigandal" 

TOIi. IL — • 
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" True ! and he is going to land theni 1 " added Franz. 

"Precisely so," replied Gaetauo. "Ah I he is a man 
who fears neither Uud nor Devil, they say, and would at 
anj tinio run fifty leagues oui uf bis course to do a poor 
devil a service." 

"Uut such services as thèse might involve him with 
tbe authorities of the country in which Le practises tbia 
kind of philanthropy/' said Franz. 

**Àhf mUl" replied Goeteno^ with â laugh, what does 
he caw fbr the MthoriUeBf He «miles et thom. Let 
them try to punne hîm t why, in the fiiet place, his yacht 
is not a 8hip but a hiid, and he would beat any fHgate 
thiee knots in vrerj twelve; and if he weie to thiow 
himeelf on the eoest, why, isn't he eertain of finding 
fiienda evetywheret" 

It was évident fiom ail tbis tbat the Signer Sinbadi 
Fians'a hoet^ bad the honor of beîng on excellent tenne 
with the smuggleiB and bandits along tbe whole eoest of 
the Heditenanean, whioh placed him in a position sin* 
gular enough. As to Fram^ he bad no longer any indaoe- 
ment to remain at Monte Crîsto. He bad lest ail hope 
ofdetecting tbe secret of tbe grotto. He conseqnently 
despatcbed bis broakfast, and his boat being xeady, he 
bastened on board, and they wcre soon nnder way. At 
tbe moment tbe boat began ber course tbey lost sight of 
the yacht, as it disappeared in the gnif of Porto Vcechio. 
With it was eflfaced the îast trace of tlie preceding niglit ; 
Rupper. Sinbad, basbisb, statues, — ail becamc hnricd in the 
sanie dream. The "hoat went on ail day and ail ni^lit, 
and next morning when tho .sun rose, thev had lost sight 
of I^lonto Cristo. When Fmnz had once again set foot 
on shore, ho fi>rgot, for the moment at leaat, the events 
wbicb bad just passed, while bo finished his affairs of 
pleasure at Florence, and tben tbought of notliing but 
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liow he should rejom bis coropanioii, who was awaiting 
him at Rome. He set out therefore, and on the Saturday 
eveuing rciched the Place de la Douane by the malle- 
poste. Apartments, as wo havG said, had beeu retained 
boforehand, and tlius be bad but to go to the liotel of 
Muilru l'astiim. Lut this was not so vdsy a inatter, for 
the streets were tbronged ^.vitb people, und Tîouir ^\as 
already a prey to that low and fevcrisb murmur wiiicd 
précèdes ail great e vents. At Rome theie are four great 
eTenta in every year,«the Garni val, the Holy Week, the 
Fête Dieu, and the St Peter. AU the leet of the yeei 
the dtj ie in that etate of dull apothy, between Ub &nd 
deatti, whiehiendan it aimikr to akiad of atation between 
this world and the next» — a anUime apot^ a leating-plaoe 
ftaU of poetijr and èhaaietar, at whioh Ftûa had aheady 
hatted ftve or aix timea, and at each time Iband it more 
BumreUooaand atiiking. At laat he made hia nay thiongh 
ihia mohi whioh waa oontisaally inonaaing and heoomxng 
more agitated, and leaohed the hoteL On hia fiist inquiiy 
he waa tdd, wîth the impertinenoe pecnliai to coachmen 
who hare pUnfy of emplcymen^ and înnkeepera whoee 
houses are fîUed) that there waa no nom for him at the 
Hôtel de Londres. Then he sent his card to Maître Pas- 
trini, and demanded Albert de Morceil This {ilaa aa<y 
eeeded ; and Maifcie Pastrini himself mn to him, excusing 
himself for baving made his ExceUency wait, scolding the 
waiters, taking the candlestick in his hand from the cicérone, 
vrho was ready to pounce on the traveller, and was aboot 
to lead bim to Albert, wlien Morccrf bimsolf appeared, 

The apartments consisted of two snjall rooms and a 
closet. The two rooms looked on to the street, — a fiict 
which Maître Pastrini commented upon as an inappréciable 
advantage. Tbe remainder of the atory was bircd by a 
Teiy rich gentleman, wlio was suppoeed to be a ^icilian or 
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Iffilfinn : Imfc tbft liaà wu «iiAU t5 âecàdtt to wUdi flf 
the two ulioiig the toiTéUir beloogad. 

'«Yery good, Maita» pMttmi," Mîa IVun; <<M ira 
miut bftve «orne toppor ixMtantly, and • caouige ftr 
t(Hiionow and the fiiUowiDg daya.* 

''Ab to anpper," lepliad the koidloid, "jùa ahall he 
•amd immediatelx ; hnt at for the eaRiage-<— " 

««What aa te the camagerendainied Albert. '*Cm^ 
eom% Matin fMtrinly no joking; we snist hife a eara^ 

** iÊfmmmf" lepliad the hoat^ " we wiU de ail in oar 
power to procure you one ; that is ail I can say." 

** And whan ahall we know t * inquired Fran& 

" To-monow momiiig,'* answered the innkeeper. 

«Oh, the devU 1 " nid Albeili *«thea we shall pay the 
tum, that 'a ail ; I see plainly enooglL At DreJce and 
Aaron's one pays twenty-five livres for oommon days, and 
thirty or thirty-five livres for Sundays and fêtes ; add five 
livre*; for extofl^ — that will make fôrfy^-^aod than'aaii 
aod of it." 

" I fear," sai<î tho landlord, " that thoso gentlemen, 
even if you offcr tliom twioe that ftnffîunt^ will not be ahle 
to procure you a carnage. " 

"Then they uimt put horses to mine," said Al>>prt. 
"It is a little worse for the jouiney, but that s no oiAltor." 

"There are no horàca." 

AUh rt lookod at Franz like a man wlio hears a reply he 
does nul understaud, "Do you understand that, my dear 
Franz î — no iiorses 1 Le said ; " but oui t we Lave poefc- 
hoiBest" 

" Th^ hare been ail hired this fortnight, and there are 
Bone left but thoee absolutely necesmy to the aervioe." 

« What de yen aaj to thai I aiked FnuL 

aaj that irhen a thing eompletely surpaMV flj 
ffÊgfijam ikuaÊmUm. T mm acfliiatoDud Aot to dwaU OU tlial 
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ihing, bnt to pus to «ooiher* Is sopper mdj, Uattra 

Pastrinil» 

" Yes, your ExceUetU^." 
Well, tiMDy kl Ht rop.*» 
But oarriage and honet t «aid 
Be ea«y, d«ar boy ; ùnsf wiU corne in dae seasoiL 
It is onljft qoettiom of hownraeh almU be ehaiged far 
them." 

M .rcerf then, with ibat admirable philosophy which 
beiieves tîiat nuihm» îg impossible to a f uU purse or % 
well-line l nockct-book, supped, went to bod, slept soundly, 
aitd dreai h I tliat be lod» thioogh Uie Camiral in aootcb 
with aix boraes. 
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CKAPT£R IIL ' 

BOMAir BAHBtm 

The ncxt inoining Franz woke first, and instantlj rang 
the bell. The sound had not jet died away wben Ifaitos 
Pastrini liimself entered. 

"Well, Excellency," said the landloid, triumpliantly, 
•nd without waiting for Franz to question him, " I fi^tred 
yesterday, when I woulJ not promisn you anything, that 
yoti wero too lato ; therc is not a single oaniagd to be had 
— that m, f r thn In.-t tluee days." 

" Yes/' returncd 1 ranz ; *^ that for those oa wbich it 
is absolu tely necessary." 

" \Vhat is the matterl" said Albert, enteiing; "no car- 
liage to be had 1 '* 

"Precisely, mj dear fellow," aaid Fianz; "you bave 
bit it tke iirst iime." 

**Wcîl! yonr Eternal City is a devilish nice city." 

"'i li.it U to say, Excellency," repliod Pastrini, wlio was 
desiroua to keep up the dignity of the capital of the Chris- 
tian world in the eyes of his guost, " there are no carriagos 
to b« bad from Sunday to Tueeday evening, but ftom now 
till Sunday you can hsve fifty fi you please." 

"Abl tbat V ■omothing»" aiid Alb«i; «tonlay is 
Thunday, and who knowa wba( maj atiÎT» bélwMB 
tbia and Sunday 1" 

Tea or twelve tbonaand timllen wîU airive^" fepliad 
Frani» *'wbieh wiU make it atill mon diffieDlt** 

*'M7 frieDd,''aaid Moioer^ *'Iet us aigoj tbe présent 
nitbofit gloomj fonbodingB." 
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" At lâaaty" asked Ftam, "m oan hm » wiaâow % ** 

" Looking on the Rue du Cours, to suw." 

" Ah, a windo w ! " exclaimed Maître Pastrini, — " utterly 
• impossible ; thcre was only ono lefi; on the fîfth floor of tlie 
Doiia Palace, and that ïm ho&o. iet to a HusBÎAn piince foi 
twenty sequins a day." 

The two young men looked at each other with an air 
of stupéfaction. 

''Well," said Franz to AU>ort, "do you know wliat is 
the best thiiig we can do 1 It is to pass tho Garni vul at 
Veuice ; theio wo arc sure of obtainiiig gondolas if we 
cannot havc carriages." 

" Ah, tlie dovil ! no,'' oried Alhort ; " I carao to Rora© 
to sec the Carnival, and I vvill, though I sec it on stiltu."' 

** Bravo ! an excellent idea ! We will disguise ourselves 
as moustei Punchinellos or shepberdji of the Landes, and 
we ahall hare eomptofee snooeas." 

«Do your EyoflUflnfliw still mh for a oairiage from 
now to ëuiiday morningt" 

"ParhUml* said Albert, "do yoQ think we aie going 
to xim abont on fooi in the etnets of Borne like kw- 
yen^ eMat" 

"I haaton to oomply with yonr Rxoellendm' wiahea; 
only I tell you befinehand the oaniage will ooat you six 
piaeteet a day." 

"And as I am not a miUionnairo Uke om neighbor,*' 
said Franz, " I wam you that aa I have been four times 
beforc at Rome, I know the priées of ail the oarriagee. 
We will give you twelve piaaties for to^day, to-morrow, 
and the day after, and then you will make a good profit." 

** But, ËxceUency — " eaid Pastrini, still striving to gain 
his point. 

"Now go," letnined "Etm, **<a I ahall g» myaélf and 
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bargain "with your affettatortf who is mine ako. He is an 
old fiiend of mine, who bas plundeied me pretty well 
alieady ; aad bt the hop» of ankliig mon <hiI of me he 
wfll fix upon a prico maUer tbaa I am novr oftring 
yoo. You -mSL tliea loie the difiemioc^ aaid that inU 
he jour fiuilt** 

''Do nol give yoniself ihe troaUfl^ KicéllMwy,** x»> 
tuined Mattie FÉatrini, wiih ihat amile of fhe Itelian 
speoulator who arows himaelf dofeated ; I irill do ail 
I can, asd I hopa yoa wiU ha aitiafied." 

''ibid Qow we undantand eaeh otfaar/' 

''When do yon wiah tha oaniaga to he hatat" 

"In an honr." 

«In an hour it wQl ha at the door." 

An honr later, the oatriaga waa in &ot awaiiing tha 
two young men. It was a modest fiacre^ which waa ela» 
vated to the rank of a private carnage in honor of tha 
oooaaîon ; but in spite of its humble exterior, the yoting 
men would bave thought themsclves happy bad tbey been 
able to procure soch a oaniage fax the laat thna daya of 
the Garni val. 

"Excollency," criod the cicérone, seoing Franz ap- 
proach tbo wiiidow, "shall I bnng the carnage neaier 
to tlie palacL' ? " 

Accustomed as Frauz was to tho Italian pbiaseology, 
hia first inipnlao was to look round hini, Init thèse worda 
were addressed to hira. Franz was tlio " Excellency,** 
tho vehicle -wae the "carnage," and the Hôtel de Londres 
wua the "palace." The lawdatory UaLiL oi the people waa 
well pxliibited in that siuglo sentence. 

Franz and Albert descended ; tho carriage approached 
tbe palace \ theix Ëxoellencies stretched their along the 
Beats ; the dceroae sprang into the aeat behind. " Whaia 
do yoor ExoeUencMi wiah to got** aaked ha. 
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« 

<*To Si Mei'a flnt^ aad ibca to ilM GoImmohi,'* i»* 
tazDfld Albart 

Bot Albert did Bofe knov ihaft il fekes a daj to aee 
fii Peter'fl^ and s monfh to stndy it The day was paned 
al St Peter*8 alone. Suddenly the day%ht began to 
lide away. Franx took ont his watch ; it was half-paal 
four. They retiumed to the hôtel ; at the door Franz or- 
dend the coachman to be zwdy at eight. He wished to 
show Albert the Coîosseum by moonlight, as he had shown 
him St. Peter's by daylight When we show to a friend 
a city WG have alrcady visitée!, we feel tho saine pride as 
whcn vr? point out a woman whoso lover wo havo bcen. 
He waa to leave tho city by the Porta del Popolo, skirt 
tho outer waU, and re-enter by the Porta îSan Giovanni ; 
thus they would behold the Coîosseum -withoiit being in 
somo measuro preparod liy tho siglit of tho Capitol, the 
Forom, the Arcb of Scptiraius Soverus, tho Temple of 
Antoninua and Faustina, and the Via Sacra. 

They sat down to dinner. Maître Pastrini had prom- 
ised thom a bant^uet; he gave them a tolorable repast. 
At tLc end of the dinner he entered in person. Franz 
concliided he came to hear hia dinner praiscd, and bcgan 
accordingly; but at tho first words the landlord inter- 
rapted him. " Excellency," said he, " I am ddighted to 
bave j<m approbation ; but it was not fat ihat I eama.** 

^ IM 71m OQSDe to téQ m yoa bm piocnnd a eax^^ 
aaked Albat^ liglitiiig liii oiga& 

"TSfo ; and yoor ExoeDendes wOl do wdl not to tblnk 
of thafc SDy longer. At Borne tbingi can or caimot be 
doue; wbea 70a axe toUl aaytbîng caimot be done^ theie 
il êsk end of ÎL'* 

It k aineli mote oonTonisnt at Buii^— wben anyibîng 
«Muiot be donoi 70a pay double aad it ia doM diieotlr.'' 

«Tbat is wbat aU the Vtmék mj/* ntnand Hiltn 
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Pàstrinî, somewhat piqued ; "for that reason I do not un- 
denitand wliy they traveL" 

"But," said Albert, emitting a volume of smoke and 
baiancing liis ( hair on its limd legs, "only roadmen, or 
blockheads such as we are, travel. Men in thelr sensés 
do not (jiiit their hôtel m Lhe Iwuo du HeMer, their walk 
on the Boulevard de Gand, and the Café de Paris." 

It 18 of course nndeiatood that Albert resided in the 
rtrael mentioned, appeaved «Tery day on the iasbionable 
iralk» md dined fieqQently- al the màj ce^ wbere you 
can really diDe^<-><-that is, if yon «n on good tonna ^th 
the waitenu Mattie Pastiini renudned oflent a ahort tàne ; 
it waa évident that he waa miuîng OTer thia anawer, which 
did not aeem rery dear. 

"Bot»'* aaîd Fhnoi în hia tara intenapting hia hoat'a 
meditationi^ ''yon had aome motive for eoming heie; maj 
I beg to know what it waa!'* 

"Ah, yea; yofa hâve ovdeied yonr eairiage fer eigfai 
o'doekf** 

«I have." 

*'You intend visiting il ColosaeaJ' 
"That is to aay, U Coliséef" 

" It is the same thing. You have told your coachman 
to leave the oity by the Porta del Popolo, to drive round 
the Tvalls, and re-enter by the Porta San Oioranmt" 

" Theae are my words exactly." 
" Well, this route ia impoaaible." 

" Impossible ! ** 

" Very dangorous, to say the least." 

"Dangorons ! and wby ] ** 

"On account of tho fiiraous Luigi Vampa.** 

"Pray who may tliis famous Luigi Vampa bel" in- 
quirod Albert ; " ho may be very famous at Kome, but I 
can assure you he is ^uito unknown at Faris." 
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" What ! do you not know him 1 " 

" I liavo not that honor.'* 

" You have ueyer heaid hia name 1 " 

" Never." 

tLen, he is a baudit coniji ired to whom the 
Decesaris and the Gasparones weie ujeie cliiiJren." 

"Now, then, Albert/' oried Fianz, "here is a bandit 
for yon at last ! '* 

'* I foiBWttn you, Mattw BMbôm, HmA I ahaU not be- 
lieve one \rcMfd of what yon are going to tell lu. Tliat 
point lieing settlod betwaon us, you may say ail yoa wish; 
Iwill liston. Onoonpoaa tùne^-^-weU, go aheadl** 

Haltio Butrini tnined lonnd to Fiani^ who aaemed to 
hâm the mon zoasonaUe ol the two. We muât do him 
Jwtioe i he had had a gnat many Fienohmen in his honae» 
bat had nerev heen abla to oompraheod tham. '*£z6el- 
Isney," aaîd he^ gravely, addresaing Fian^ '*if yon look 
opon ne aa a liar, it is meless ibr me to say anything ; it 
iras for your intereat I^** 

"Albert does not say you are a liar. Maître Pastrini/' 
said Fwnz ; he says he wiU not believe you, — >tbat 'a aU. 
Bat I will believe aU yoa say ; so proceed.** 

" Bat yoor Ezcellenoy weU nndentands that if any one 
doubts my veracity — " 

" Maître Pastrini," retumed Franz, " you are more sus- 
ceptible than Cassandm, who was a prophpt«>'s, and yot 
110 one believed her, whiie you at least are sure of the 
crecience of half your auditory. Corne, make an effort^ 
and tell us who this M. Vampa is." 

" I have told your Excellency ; he ia tho raost famous 
bandit we have had sinca the days of Maatrilla.** 

"Well, what has tliis bandit to do with the order T 
have given t])o coachman to loave tho city by the î'L>rta 
del Popolo, and to le-entor by iliu i^orta San Giovaiiiu j " 
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*• This," replied IMaître Paatmii, -— " Lhat you will go oot 
by oue, but I vcrj much doubt jour r^turuing hj th© other," 
"Whyî" afiketilraïu. 

"Beeaose after nighifi^ll you aie not safe iifty yards 
fnm il» gilea.* 

M On yoitf honor, is tfaat tmAt" caried Altei 

<'Moiid0ar th» ViMonat/' ratamed liittn Bwtaial» 
huit afe Âlbert*8 TefMated donbts of tbe trath d his aaser- 
tionn^ **I do not «7 tlûf to yon» bnt to yoiur floinp>nion, 
who knowi Boum^ and knovt too thaï thete thinigi aie 
not to be knglied «t" 

*<M7 dear Mov," Mîd AllMrt» ttuning to Ite^ ••Iwio 
is an admimUo adTanton *, m wîU fill oor oamaga with 
pi8tol% Unnderbnaaea, and donblo^winUad gnna. Lnlgl 
Vampa oomw to take na» and we take him ; we bring him 
back to Home and pieaant bim to bia Holinaaa tha Pop% 
who aaka how ho can recomponaa ao great a aarvioa; than 
m meralj aak for a caniaga ud a pair of horses, and we 
aee tbe CamiTal in a carnage, and doubtless tbe Ronan 
people will crown xu at tbe Capitol, and prodaim ms, 
UkG Curtiua and liontiaa Ooak% tha pwaafraia of tho 

country." 

Wbile Albert piuposed tliis Bchome, Maître l'a.strini't 
iBuœ assumed an expression impojssîble to descnbe. 

*' And pray," asked Franz, '* where nm thèse pistols, 
blundorbusâes, and otber deacUj weajpoAa with which you 
intend filling tho carriageî" 

** Not in my armory, for at Terracina I waa plunderad 
even of my hunting-knife." 

** I sbared tbe same fate at Aqiiapendente." 
Do you know, Maître Pa&Uuii, " Jiaiii Albert, lightiug 
a second cigar at tbe first, " that tbis practiœ is Tery oon- 
Tenient for robbers, and that it haa tha appeannoa of a 
plan ibr aharing with thaml'* 
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Donbtless Maître Partrini found this pleasantry com- 
promiong, for he uwwend only half tbe question , ad- 

dressing himself to Franz, as the only one likely to listen 
with attention : " Tour Excc-lloncy knows that it is not 
cnstomary to off-er défonce when attackod by bandits." 

" VVhat ! " cried Albert, wlioso courage rrrnltf^d at tho idea 
of bcing plund«^refl tamely, " not make any résistance !'* 

** No, for it would be useless. What ''an you do against 
a dozen bandit'? who spring ont of soDie pit, ruill, or aqtl&* 
dttct, and attack you ail at once ? " 

** Eb, parbhu ! I will raako them kill m©." 

The innkcHper turned to Franz witb an air that seemed 
to say, " Your friend is decidedly mad.** 

•*My dear Albert," returned Franz, " your answer is 
sublime, and worthy the ' Let him dio,* of Corneille. But 
when Horace made that aniww the safety of Rome was 
eonoenied, whîle liem thm il only the queaiâoii of grati- 
fying a caprice ; and it woold be lidieoîoilt to tisk our 
Utm fat a oapriœ." 

Ah, jMi* .SèoM/** eiifld Mattn Ftaferi^ 
thtti is apeskiiig to some purpcao i " 

Albert pomed himiélf ont a gla» of kuiyma OXrûfs 
whioh he npped al interné mnttering aoine tmintet 
ligible words. 

"WeD, Maître Paatrinit" awid ttam, <<tioir thaï my 
oompamoA ia qnieted, and yoa haTe aeen how peaceful my 
intentions aia^ tell me who îa this Lnigi Yampa. Is he a 

sbepbcrd or a nohieman ; yoang or old ; taU or short 1 
Describe him, in oïder that if wo meet him by chanoe^ 
like Jean Sbogar or Lara, \re may lecognize him." 

^ Yoa oottld DOt apply to any one better able to infoxm 
you on ail thèse points ; for I knew him when he waa a 
child, and one day when I fell into bis hands going îvom 
Ferentino to Alatri, be» fortunately for me» reooUected me» 
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and not only set me free vrithoiit ransom, but made me 
n présent QÎ a Tdxy ftplondid watch| and related bia histcny 

to me." 

" Let us see the %vatch," said Albert. 

Mtûtre Pastriui drew from his fob a magTiiiicpnt Bre- 
guet, bearing the name of ita maker, the Fariâiau stampi 
and a count's coronei 

** Her© it is," said he. 

"Peste/*' rcturned Albert, "I compliment you on it; 
I bave ita fellow," — lie took his watch from his ^vaist- 
coat pocket, — " and it cost me three thousand livres." 

"Lei os bear the hiitoiy," said Franz, diawing up au 
eaiyHshaîz aad maldug * aigii to Maître Pluttîtii to aeat 

Tour EzceUendea permit itt" aaked the hcet. 

"Ftardieu/** ciiad Albert, yoQ aie not a pmeobei^ to 
speak atandingl" 

The beat aat down, aller baving made eaab of tbem a 
napeetfttl bow, whieb meant to eay he waa fead j to tell 
tbem ail tbej irisbed to know coneeniing hœiff. Tampa, 
«'Ton tell me," aaid Fian^ at the moment Mettre Faaferini 
was abont to open bia montb, "that yon knev Loigi 
Vampa wben he waa a ebild ; be îa aiill a young man, 
thent" 

*' A yoQng man ! he is hardlj two and twenty. Oh» be ia 

a rattling blade, -who will liave a careor, you may be sure." 

"What do you tbink o£ tbat, Albèrtf at two and 
twenty to be thns famoust*' 

" Yes, at bis âge Âlexander, Cœsar, and Napoléon, who 
liavc ail made aome noiae in tbe world, were not ao 
adTanced." 

" So," continued Fraoi, " the hero of this biatory ia 
only two and twenty]'* 

Scarcelj so much, as I bave had the houor to tell you." 
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l8hetall or short T" 
"Of the middle height, — nl^out thc ^me stature aa 
bis Excellency," returned the host, pointing to Âlhert. 
«<Thaiik8 £n the oompuiaon/' eaid Albert^ with • 

bow. 

Go on, Martro Pastrini," continued FraDz, smiliug at 
his friend's suaceptîbility. " To what dass of society does 
he belongî" 

" Jle was a shepherd-boy attaclied to the faiin of the 
Comte de San Felice, situated betwccn Palestrina and the 
Lake of Gabri. He was born at Pampinara, aud ©nteml the 
cou lit a service when he was ûvo jears old ; hisfather was 
aisu a. shepherd, who owned a smaîl flock and lived by the 
"wool and Ihtj milk wliich ho sold at Rome. When (juite a 
child, the littlo Vampa was of amost extraordinary disposi- 
tion. One day, when he was seven years old, he came to 
iào tau6 of Fftlestriiiay and pxayed him to teaeh Mm to 
md. It WM someirluÂ difitoil^ for he oonld not q^dt hù 
ilock; Imt the good etaé went every day to say maiB at a 
little hamlet toc poor to pay a priest, and wbûïh having 
so other nanie was oalled Borgo» He UM Lu^ that he 
tnîght meet him on bis lefconi, and that thea he wonld 
gîre bim a lésion, waming bim that it wonld be àbort, and 
{bat be mnat inofit ae mnob ae poMÎble by it Tbe ebild 
aooepted joyfidly. Eveiy day Lnigi ]ed bîa flook to giase 
on tbe xoad that leada fiom Bdeetrina to Boigo; ereiy 
day, at nine o^eloek in tbe motning» the pnert and tbe bt^ 
sat down on a bank by the wayside, and tbe little 8hep> 
berd took bis lesson out of the prieet's breviary. At the 
end of tbiee montha he had Immed to lead. This was 
not enough, — he must now leam to writo. The prieat 
pioeoied from a teacher of writing at Rome three alphabets, 
»one in large letteiSy one in letters of médium size, and 
one in amall lettezi, — and ahowed him bow by the belp 
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of a sliarp instnimcnt he could tmee the letlers on a slate, 
and tliiis loarn to writo. The sanie eveiiing, when the 
fiock waa eafe at the furni, the litUe Luigi haateued to the 
siuith at Paîestrina, took a lai^ nail, foigcd it, sharpened 
it, uii 1 fiji nied a sort of antique styluB. The next morning, 
baviiig coiiected a quantity of slates, be began his lefisons. 
At the end of thrce montha bo bad learned to writo. The 
eaié, astonished at his quickness and intelligence, made 
bîm a présent of pens, papi;r, and a penknife. This in- 
TolTed new atadj, bat notbing compued to Iho At*t; at 
the «nd of a -wMik ht wtoto as irall wiih tha paD aa 
with the atjrloa. The emé velated thiB anaodoto to the 
Comte de San Félioe^ who mt for the Uttle ahepherd, made 
him lead and write befoie him, oïdered hU attendant to 
kt hhn eat with the domeatien» and to gtTe him two 
piaatns a month. With thîa Lnîgî poichaied boolca and 
penoila. He applied to everythiog hia imiiativB powan^ 
and like Gîotto^ when young^ he diew on his akto sheep^ 
housssy and tiees. Then, with his knife, he began to 
carve aU aorts of oljeots in wood \ ît ma tiras thst PinsUi» 
the famous sciilptor, had eonimenced. 

A giri of six or seven — that is^ a little younger tban 
Yampa — tendod sbeep on a fitrm near flaisstnna; sbe 
iras an orphan, born at Yalmontone, and m» named 
Tere.«a. TÎie two children met, sat down near each other, 
let their flocks minglc togetber, played, laugbed, and cou- 
versed together ; in the eveniiig they se})arat<>d the flock 
of the Couitc do San Fclice from those of tlie Baron de 
Cervetri, and the children returned to their respective 
farms, j)romi':nitr to meet the next momine, and the next 
day they kcpt their word. Tbus they grew, sid© by side, 
until Vampa was twelve and Toresa eleven. Meioitime, 
their natural dispf>sitions revealed themselves. Wbile be 
atiU foUowed. )m inclination for the ûne art% which Luigi 
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M CKiMd Mêtàtm}» ûoiûà in }ài floBtada, hê sad 
Ij flt% ttdent by starti^ uigEy bj «aprim^ and alwaya fla»> 
oaiti& Koneof tbe]ad8€lP^pina]%of Pal60tnna,or ol 
Yalnimitone had been able to gpm any influence over him, 
ot «ren to become bis oompanion. Hia diapoaition (al- 
vays inclined to exaot ooncessions ratber than to make 
them) kept him aloof ftom all friendships. Teresa alona 
ruled by a look, a word, a gesturc;, this impetuous character, 
whicb was pliant nnder tlie band of a woman, but under 
the hand of any man whatorer wonld bava xesiatad until 
it broke. 

" Teresa was, on tho contrary, lively and gay, but coqnet- 
tisb to pxrpss. The two piastres that Luigi received every 
month from the Comte de San Felice's steward, and the 
l^rirn of all the littlo carvings in wood he soid at liome, 
were ex]>eiiiieJ in ear-rings, necklaces, and gold hair-pins ; 
80 that thanks to her friend's generosity, Teresa was 
tbe most beaotiful and tbe best attired peasant near 
Borne. 

"The two cliildrcn continuod to grow iip togctlier, pass- 
iiig their timo with each othcr, and giving thcmselves 
up to the wild ideas of their différent characters. Thus 
in all their dreams, tbeir wisbea, and their couTersations, 
Yampa aaw himialf tbe oaptain of a Teese]^ genaïal of aa 
anny, or fgafnaauxc d a ptoTinoe, Tereaa aaw baiaélf rich, 
superbly atlîiedy a&d attendad by a tiaîn of lÎTaried 
domertioa. Than, whaii thay had tbna paaaed the day in 
bididing oaitka in tbe air, tiiey aapaiatèd tbeir flooka and 
dflaoended ftom fhe élévation of their dreams to the leality 
oftiMÛt humble poaitioiL 

^One day the yonng ahapherd told tbe oonntfa aiew* 
«d that he had aeen a wotf corne ont of tbe Sabine Houh 
taina wd piowl aïonnd hia ilock. The steward gare him 
ftgan; thla waa whst Yampe loogad foi; Thia gqn had 
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an excellent barrel, made at Brescliia, and carrying a bail 
with the précision of an Euglish rifle ; but one day the 
cnvLnt broke the stock, and had then cast ilie gun aside. 
Thisi boweve]^ was nothing to a sculptor like Vampa. Ho 
flonmiiiAd tiwaiieifltit stock, calculated what change it would 
reqmie to tàBpt Uib gun to his ahoulder, and made a freéh 
atoek, ao bean^ully caired tbat it would bave bnroght 
fifteea or twenty piastres, had he ehoeen to aell it ; bat 
sothiBg eonld be ftrther fiom hia tiioughta. Foi a long 
time a gun bad baon the yomig manfa greateat ambîtion. 
In evesj eonntij whaee îndependenoe baa taken tbe plaoa 
of lîbai^, the fixât deaixe of a manl^ heart îa to poasesa a 
weapon, wbîcb at onee Nnden bim capable of defence or 
attack, and by lendering ita owner terrible often makea 
him feared. From this moment Yampa deYoted ail bîa 
leisme time to peifeoting himself in the use of thia pra- 
dooa weapon; he pimhased powder and bal], and every- 
thing aerved bim for a mark, — tbe tmok of some old and 
moss^prown olive-tree tbat gniw on tfae Sabine Monntaina ; 
the fox, as he quitted his eartb on some roaianding excur- 
sion ; the eagle that soarcd nbove their heads. And thus 
he soon becanie so export that Tcivs.i ovcrr.imo tlio terror 
she at first felt at tlie re])()rt, and aniuscil liorsclf by watch- 
ing him wliilc ho diroctcd the bail \vhfTt;vfr he pleased, 
with as much accuracy as if placod by tlio liand. 

** OiiO evoning a wolf ejiit'rgod from a pine w<hm1 ncar 
which they were usually statioiicd, but liad scarcely ad- 
Tanred ten yards ero lie was dead. Proud of tliis exploit, 
Vampa tuok tho dead animal on his shoulders, and carried 
him to the farm. Ail tluso circurastances had gained 
Luigi considérable réputation. The maii of superior abili- 
ties always finds admirera, go where he will. Ile was 
spoken of as the most adroit, tbe strougest, and the most 
eouiageona emUadino £01 ten kagoea loond ; and although 
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Teresa was universally allowed to be the most beaiitiful 
girl of the Sabinea, no one luul ever spokeii to lior ol" love, 
because it waa known that she was beloved by Vampa. 
And yet thèse two had never confessed their love to ouo 
another ; they had grown up side by side, like two tr&es 
which iiitertwine tlieir roots in tho grouud and their 
branches in tho au, aud whose perfume rises together to 
tho heavena. Only their wish to see (iacli other liad be- 
come a neoesaity, and they would ijave preferred death to 
a day's sepamtioii. Teresa was sixteen and Vampa eigh- 
teen. About this time a band of brigands thai had estab- 
liahed itself in the Lepini Motmtaiua began to be muoh 
•pokau of. The brigends bed noyer been leally eztîipeted 
fiom the neigbboihood of Boum. Sometimei a cbief û 
iruited, but irhen a ohief présente bimeelf be méj 
waute a bend. 

The eeJebiated- Gaenmetto^ pmened in the Abniao^ 
diiTeii oat of tbe kingdom of Napleii wbeie be bed carried 
on a legnlar TOTi bed eroBMd tbe QaiigUano^ like Manfred» 
and bad eome between Sonninoand Jupemo to take lefàge 
on tbe baoke of tbe Anaaina He etioye to reoiganize a 
baad, and followed in tbe fbotateps of Deceaam and Gas- 
perone, whom he hoped to siirpass. Mâny yonng mon of 
I^lesthna, Fiascati, and Pampinara diaappeared. Their 
disappearance at first caused much inquiétude \ but it was 
soon known that they bad joined the band of Cucumetto. 
Afier sonio time Cncumetto became the object of univeisal 
attention ; the moet extraordinary traits of ferocious daring 
and brutality were rehited of him. One day he carried 
otf a young girl, the daughter of a surveyor of Frosinone. 
ïhe bandiUi' laws are positive : a young girl beiongs tirst 
to him who carries h^^r ofT ; tlien the rest draw lots for lier, 
and she is abandoned to their brutality until death relicves 
her suJOEeiings. Wheu her parents are suâicieutly rich to 
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pay a nuttom, a meaBeoger û aent to tnat oonMning ÎL 
Tba pnmor la hoataga foir tiia aeeuritj of Ihe ma w an » 
ger; ahonld tha nmaom ba tafoaad, tha priaonar îa imr 
Tooàbiy loat The youog gvI'B lovar waa in Cuenmatto'a 
faoop ; hia nama waa GarlinL Whan abe reoognized har 
lorar, the poor girl extended ber arma to him and believed 
htmeHî aafiB ; but Carlini felt bis heari aink, for be bai 
too well kncw the fate tliat awaited her. Howaver, aa 
ha was a favoiito with Cucumetto ; as ho had for tbree 
years faithfully serred him ; and as he had saved his lifa 
by sbooting a dragoou who was about to eut him down, — 
he hoped he wotild have pity on him. Ue took him apart, 
while the youiig girl, eeatod at the foot of a hu^'c pine 
Unit stoud iii tlie centre of the forpst, formed with lier 
picturesque heatl dress a vcil to hide her face fiom the 
lascivious gnzo of tln,' V>anilits. Thore he told him ail, — 
his aii'tjction for the priauiiui-;, tlicir jirumises of mutnal 
fidelity^ and Iioav t;\ erj uight since he had been uear 
they had met in a ruiii. 

•* It so huppt-'iied tliat nii^ht that Oncumetto had sont 
Carlini to a neighliorin^^ village, tliat hc hud been 
unablo to go to the place of meeting. Cucumetto had 
been there, however, — by accident, as he eaid, — and 
bad carried tbe maiden oS, Carlini besougbt bis obief to 
maka an azoaptioii in Btta'a &Tor, aa her ftthar waa rieb^ 
and cooM pay a large lanaoni. Cafionatlo aeemad to 
yiald to hia fiiend'a entiwtias» and bade him find a ahajh 
herd to aand to Bîta'a &ther ai Froainone. Carlini fiew 
jojrfally to Bita» telling her aha waa aayed, and bidding 
her wiita to her Ihtbar to infbtm him what had ooconed* 
and that bar laaaom waa fixed at tbree hnndied piaatreai 
Twelve home' delay waa ail tbat waa gnnted, — that 1% 
imtil aine the nezt moming. The laatant ib» Mer waa 
wiittan Oarlim aeiied it, and haate&ed to tbe plein to ilnd 
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a mesBeoger. He foond a young shepherd watching his 
flock. The natural messengera of the bandits are the 
shepliertis, \^ho live between tho city and tlie mouiitains, 
between civiîized and savage life. Tho boy undertook 
the commishi II, promising to be in Frosiiioiic in less than 
an hour. Cariiiii retnrnwj^ eager to see Lia uiistre^s, and 
announce tho joyful iiitelli«;encf. Ho found tho troop in 
the glade, supping oti' tho provisiuns exactod as contribu- 
tions from the peasants ; but his eyo vainly souglit llita 
aiid Cucumetto aiuong them. He iuquired where they 
were, and was aubwered by a burst of laughter. A cold 
pei-spiration burst from every pore, and liis liair stood on 
end. He repeatcd his question. Ono of tho bandita rose 
and offered him a glaas iilled with wine of Orvietto, sajing, 
'To the beaith of the brave Cneiunetto and the fur Biia ! ' 
At tbk momant CSadini beaid tbe ory of a woman ; ba 
divinad tbe trotb, soiied the glasa, brake H aeroaa tbe fiue 
of bûn wbo preaenAed ift^ and inahed towaids tiie spot 
wbenoe ifae ery oame. Afker going a bnndied yaids ha 
toznad tbe caam of Ibe thicket ; be fotind Biia aenaéleaa 
in the anna of Casnmetto^ At tbe ais^t of Garlini, Cnen- 
metfto vm, a piatol ia aaeb band. Tbe tiro brigpmda 
looked at eaob otbsr for a moment^ — the one with a amile 
of laaoivioQaafiBa on bia lipe^ ibe other trith tbe paUor bf 
daatb on bia brow. It aeemed tbat aornetbing terrible 
was about to paas between thèse two men ; but by degrees 
Gailini's features lelaxed. His hand, which had grasped 
one of the pistols in bia belt, fell to bia aide. Bita lay 
between them. The moon lighted tbe group. 

***WeU,*8aid Cucumetto, Miave yon expciited your coni> 
mission?* 'Yes, Captain,' returned Carlini. ' At nine 
o'clock to-morrow, Rita's father will be here with the 
monoy.' ' It is well ; in tho mcan tiîrif, avc will liave a 
maizy nigbt» Xbis joung gizl ia charming, and dœs ciedit 



to your taste. Now, as I am not selfish, we wili return 
to our comrudes and draw lots for her.' * You liave detcr- 
mined, then, to abandon her to tho common law 1 ' said 
Carlini. ' Why should an exception be niade in lier 
favor 1 ' 'I tliou^ht that ruy entreaties — * * Wiiat 
right have you, any more than tlio rcst, to ask for an 
exception 1' * It is true.* *Bnt never niind,' continuiMi 
Cucumetto, laiigliing, 'sooner or later your tnrn will corne.* 
Carliui's teeth clinched convulsively. ' Now. tben,' said 
Cucumetto, aavancing towards the otlier baiiiiiu, 'are you 
coming î ' 'I follow you.* Cucumetto dcpartcd without 
loeing sight of Carlini, for doubtiess he feared lest be 
sbould strike him nnawares ; but nothing betrayed a lioe- 
tile design on Cariini'B put He wai standiiigi bis amui 
folded, near Rita, wbo wm itill InBenaibl», Cacometto 
Ibnded îat a rnooMiit the young man was abont to take 
b«r in bla arau and fiy ; bot tbis mattaied fittia to bim 
now Bita bad beon bia, and as for tbe ntoney» thxee bnn- 
drad piastraa distributed among tba band waa ao «mail a 
mm that be caied little about it He continned to follow 
tbe patb to tbe gjade ; bat to bis gveat BOTinnae^ Oulmi 
aniyed almost as soon as bimael£ ' Let na dxaw lots ! 
let ns diaw lots I ' oried ail tbe brigands, when tb^ mw 
tbe chief. 

"Their demand was ftir; and tbe cbief inclined bis 
bead in sign of aoquiescence. The eyes of ail ebono 
fiercely as tbey made tbeir demand, and tbe zed light of 
tbe fire made them look like démons. The namee of ail, 
including Carlini, were placed in a hat, and the youngest 
of tbe band drew forth a ticket ; tbo ticket bore the name 
of Diavolaccio. He was tbo nian wbo bad jin^poscd to 
Carlini tbe bealtb of tlieir cliief, and to wbom Carlini bad 
replied by breaking tbe glass ncroas bis faca A large 
wound, extending ùom. the temple to the noutb, was 
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Ueeding profusely. DiaTQkodo^ sedng himBelf thus 
Tosed bj fbrtandp Imist into % Umd laiigh. ' Captain,' aaad 
he^ ' Jiut now Onlini woold aot diink yoor health -whm 
l pcopoied it to Mai ; piopoee mine to him, and lel os iee 
if Ira wiU be moie cosdflwwnding to yoa tfaaii lo nra^' 
Eviiy oiM expeoted an esploaioii on Gkriini's part ; but 
to their gnat «aiprisa^ ba took a fjtm in one hand and a 
flaak în tha oiher, and liUing it» ' Yoor baatth, Diavo- 
laccio,* saîd he, calmlj, and be diank it off withoat hia 
hand trembling in the leant Tben sitting down bj tbe 
Sa9p * My suppor,* said he ; ' tny expédition bas given me 
an a|ipetite/ * Wall done, Carlini 1 ' cried the brigands ; 
' tbat ia acting like a good fellow ; ' and tbej ail formed a 
cîrole Tonnd the fire, while Diavolaccîo dîsapp^red. Car- 
lini ate and drank as if nothing had happened. The 
bandits looked at hîra with astonishmeiit, not undorstaiid- 
ing his straiige impassiveness, wlieii upoa the grouuti 
hehind thera thoy Iioard a lieavy footstep, They turiiod 
round and saw l)i;ivol;iccio boarii)*,' tho young giri in his 
arms. Hor hoad hung back, and lier long hair swept the 
giound. As they entered the circk-, tl)e bandits could per- 
ccivG by the iirelight the uneaithly pallor of the young 
gui and of Diavolaccio. This apparition wad so stran;^M» 
and so solcnm that every one rose with the exception nf 
Carlini, who reniai ned scatod, and ato and draak cilmly. 
Diavolaccio advauccd amid the must profound silence anil 
laid Rita at the captain's l'eet. Then every one could 
nndantand the cause of tbat pallor of the young girl and 
of tbe bandit A knife waa pinnged np to tbe bîlt in 
Bito'a leA breast. Every one looked ai Carlini ; the aheath 
at hie belt waa empty. * Ah, ah I ' aaid the obie^ ' I 
aov nndentand wby Carlini atayed bebind.' 

"Ail aavage natufea appradate a deaperato deed. No 
other of the bandito woold peibapa bave done the aame; 
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but thev ail understood what Carlini had doue, '^Now, 
tlieu,' cried Carlini, risiiig in his turu and approaching 
tlie corpse, liis liainl on ihe butfc of one of liis pistols, 
' dues aiiy om dispute tlie possession of this wornan witli 
meV * No,' rctnrnod t.h« chief, * ^ho is thine.' Carlini 
rai-scd lier in dvnis and carried her ont of thc circle of 
light around the lire. Cucumutto placed lus sentiiiels for 
the niglit, and the bandits wrappcd themselves in their 
eloaks and lay down befoie the ûn, At midnight tbe 
«entinel gave the alann, and in an instant ail weie on the 
alert It was Bita'a fiitber, wfao brought his daugbte/a 
nuuom in paraon. 'Here,' laid he to Cucumetfto^— * haie 
an tbiee hondiad piastres ; give me hack my child.* But 
the chiel^ witbont takÎQg the money, made a sign to 
him to follow him. The old num obeyed. Ihey bofth 
advanfied baneath the treea, thxoogh wboae branehaa 
stiaamad the moonlight Caeninetto atoppad at last and 
poînted to two penona grouped at tbe foot of a tree. 
' Tbere/ said be, ' demand thy ebild of Oadini ; he will 
tell thee what bas bacome of bar; ' and he letonad to his 
oom panions. 

" The old man xemaincd motionleas ; he felt tbat some 
gieat and unforeseen misfortune bong over bis bead. At 
Icngtb be advanced towards tbe group, wbicb bo could 

not coraprphend. As lie approached, Carlini raised bis 
br-;)*]. Tnd tlie forme of two persons became visible to tbô 
old nian's eyes. A femaîe lay on the ground, ber bead 
restinj,' (ui tlif ktices of a inan y\ho was seated by ber; aa 
be raised liis iiead the feniale's face became visible. Tito 
old man recognizeil lii.s cliiM, and Carlini rocognized Ihu 
old mail. * I expccted tbee,' said tbe bandit to Kita's 
fatln^r, * Wrf^tcb ! ' retnrned tbe old man, * wliat bast thou 
done?' and lie pized ^vitb terror on Rita, pale and bloody, 
a knife buried in her boâom. A my of moonligbt poured 
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iliKNigli the tiew and Ughted up Hkib h» of fiia deicL 
'Caonmotto hftd vidkted tky dsoghter/ «dd tbe bandit j 
*I loyed her, ibnelbie I fllew hflir,— Ibr ahe would bave 
■erved as tbe apoirt of tbe wbole band.' Tbe old maa 
•poke mot, aad graw pale aa deatb. 'Now/ eontinned 
Gaiimiy ' if I bave doue wiongly^ avenge ber and with- 
diairiag tbe knifb firom tbe voimd in Rita'a boaoïD, be 
bdd it wA to tbe dd nan witb ene band, wbile witb tbe 
ctber be taie open bis Twt 'Tbon beat doue weU! ' le- 
turned the old man, in a hoaise voice ; 'embrace me, mj 
son.' • Cadini threw himself, sobbii Hka a cbild, into 
the aima of bia mistress's father. Theee were the first 
teaia the man of blood bad ever Tvept. * Now/ said the 
old man» *aid me to bury mj child/ Cariini fetched two 
pickaxes, and the father and tho lover b^an to dig at the 
foot of a huge oak, beneath which the young girl was to 
repose. When the grave was formel, the father embniced 
her first, and theii the lover ; afterwards, one t.iking the 
head, tho other tho feet, they placed her iii the gravô. 
Then they knelt on each side of the grave and sait! the 
prayers of the dead. Then, whcu they had finialied, they 
caât the earth over th© corpso until the grave waa tilled. 
Then, extending hk ham\, tho old man said, 'I thank you, 
my son; and now leave me alone.' *Yet — * replied 
Carlini. ' Leave me, I command yon,* Oarlini obeyed, 
rejoined his comrados, folded liiniself in his cloak, and 
aoon appearcd as deep asleep as tho rcst. 

**It had been resolved the night before to change 
tbeîi encampment. An honr befoie daybxeak Cucumetto 
aïooeed bia men and gave tbe woid to maieb. But Oar- 
lini wwùâ not qnit tbe foieat witboiit knowing wbat bad 
beeome of Bita'a iather. He mut towazda tbe phuse wbere 
be bad left bim* He iomd tbe old man ampended ftom 
one of tbe branebea of tbe oak wbkb abaded bia dangh* 
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ter's grave. He then took an oath of bitter vengeance 
over tlie dead body of the one and the tomb of the other. 
But he v?m unable to complète this oath, for two days 
afterwanis, in a rencontre v.itii the Eoman carbineers, 
Carlini was killed. There waa somc surprise, however, 
that as he was with his face to the enemy he shonld have 
leceived a bail between his shoulders. That astonisbmeiit 
Cflued irhen one of the hiiguidsiemaiked to bis oomndM 
thaï Cnoametto waa ifcatioiied ton paoea in CSarlinf a nar 
when he feU. On the mombig of the departoie from the 
fimet of Froainoiie he had foUowed Oatlini în the daik- 
naaa, had heaxd his oath of •mgsKooii, and like a wiae 
man had pimnted its fdlfilment 

"Thej told tan other atoriea of this bandit ohief noi 
kts stiange tban this. ïhtis, fnm Fondi to P^iisfl^ 
every one trembled at the name of Cnoametto. Thèse 
nanatÎTefl weie freqnentlj the thèmes of eonversation 
betvreen Luigi and Teresa. The yonng (prl trembled Tery 
mneb at ail thèse tale& But Vampa reassnred her irith a 
amile^ tapping the butt of his good fowling-piece, vhich 
thrsw its baÛ so inUX ; aod if that did net restore her 
courage, he pointed to a orow peiohed on some dead 
branch, took an aim, touched the teîgger, and the bird fell 
dead at the foot of the tree. Time passed on ; and the 
two young persons had agrecd to bo married when Vampa 
ehould bo twcnty and Toresa nineteen years of âge. Thny 
were both orphanSj and had only their eniploycr's leave to 
ask, which had been alrcady sought and obUiined. Onn 
day when thoy were talking ovor tlieir plans for the 
future, they heard two or three reports of lire arnis, and 
then suddenly a man came ont of tlic wnod near which 
the t^'o youjig persons used to graze tl»eir flocks, and 
Inirried towards them. Wlnui lie came within hearing, 
he exclaimed, 'I am puxsued; oau you conceal mel' 
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They kncw full woll [hat thv^. fugitive must be a hanrîit ; 
but there 13 a naturai symjnitby botween the liomau bri- 
gand and the Roman pcasant, and tlie latter is alwava 
ready to aid the former. Vanipa, without saying a word, 
hastened to the stone that closed up the entrance to their 
grotto, drew it away, made a sign to the fugitive to take 
refuge there in a retreat uiikuuwn to every one, closed 
the 8tone upon hira, and then went and resumed his seut 
hy Teresa. iiiatantly afterwards four carbineers on horee- 
back appeared ou the edge of the wood ; thrco of them 
appeared to be looking for the fugitive, while the fourth 
diagged s brigand prisoner by the neck. The three car- 
binean looked aïoiind them on ail ndea» mw the young 
petBtiitay «ad gilloping up, interrogated them* Thej had 
eeea no one. ' Xbat îs rery asmoy ing,' saîd the brigadier ; 
'for the men we aie looking for ie the ohteC' ^Cnoa- 
mettol' eried Lnigi and Teieaa ait the aame moment 
* Yea^' leplied the brigpdier; 'and as hia haad iavalued 
ai a thonaand Boman oowna, thaïe wonld haye heen fiTe 
hnndxed foi yon if yon had helped na to càtoh him.' The 
two yoong penona eiehanged hxika. The brigadier had a 
momenf s hope» Sive hondied Boman orowna aie thiee 
thonaand liineay and thxee thonaand liviea aie a foitnne 
for two poor orphans who arc going to be married. * Yea, 
it is very annoying,' aaid Yampa; 'bat we haye not 
aeen him.' 

'* Then the carbineen aoonied the country îo différent 

directions, but in vain; then after a time they disap- 
pcared. Vampa tho,n removcd the stono, and Cucumetto 
came ont. TTo had seen, througli tlie crevices in the 
grnnitn, the two young peasants talking with the carbi- 
neers, and gucssod the subjcct of their parloy. Ho h;wi 
read in the countenancos of Luigi and Teresa tlioir stead- 
iast leeolutiou not to surronder him, and he diew ùom 
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h\3 pocket a pui-se full of gold, whicb he offered to them. 
But Vampa mised his liead proTidly ; as to Teresa, her eyee 
sparkled when sho thought of ail the fine gowns and ffkj 
jewelry she could buy with tins purae of gold. 

"Cucumetto was a cunning tiniid who had assumed the 
fonu of a brigand instcad f)f a serpent ; and this look of 
Teresa rev^aled to liim tliat «ho was a worthy daughter of 
Eve. He retumed to tho forest, pausinj; several times on 
hU way under tlie jiretext oi' saluliu^ lus protectors. Sev- 
eral daya i lapsed, and they neither saw nor bcard of Cucu- 
metto. The time of tho Carnival was ai hand. The Comte 
de San Feliœ ansounced a grand masked bail, to which ail 
tliatweiedistiiigiiwhedînBoiiwiraieiiivited. ToHftliad 
a great desin to iee tius VaU. Lnigi aakid ptnnûdon ol 
hù pzoteotor» tbe stowiid, tfaat éhe «ad hB m|gkt be pi«»- 
eni among the «emuitB of the home. Ttà» im gnmted. 
The bail was given by the eount fbr the pattionlac pleae- 
me of hia daughter Gannela» whom he adoied. CSamieibi 
mm pfeciaal j the âge and figue of Teraaa, aod Teieaa waa 
as handaome aa Oaiméla. On the eremiig of the baU 
Tereaa waa attind in her best^^her moat btOIiant hair 
oroamentB and gayast glass beadâ ; she -waa in tiie coe- 
titme of the women of FxaaoatL Luigi worr tbe Taiy 
pictoree^Qe garb of the Eoman peasant at hoUday time. 
They both mingled, aa they had leave to do, with the 
serrants and peaaanta. 

"The fête was magnificent, — not only was the villp 
bnUiantly illiirainated, but thousands of colored lanterna 
were suspended from tbe trees in the garden ; and vcry 
80on the palace ovcrflowed to tbe torraoes, and the torraces 
to the garden-walks. At eacb rrnss patb were an orobostra, 
and tables spread with refreshnients ; tho guests stopped, 
formed quadrilles, and danced in evcry part of the gronnds 
they pleased. Carmela was attired like a woman of ôonr 
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nîîîo. Her cap waa embroidered witU pearls, tlie pins in 
her hair were of gold and diamonJs, ber girdlo was of 
Turkey silk with large embroidered flowers, her bodico 
and skirt were of cashmere, her apron of lûdian inuslin, 
and the buttons of her corset were of jewels. Two ot" ber 
companions were dreaeed, the one ns a woman of Nettuno, 
and the other as a woman of T i liiccia. Four young men 
of tbe richest and noblest la.iniii»\s of Kome accompanied 
them wilà lUiiuii freedom, whicb bas not its parallel ia 
any other country of the world. They were attired aa 
peannts of Albano, Yolletzi, Civita Castellana, and Som. 
I neod soi tall you tbat thèse peaaant oostames^ like fhosd 
of tbe women^ weie InOliant with gold and jewdt» 

^ Oamiela wished to imk» a uoifoim qnaclnlle, but thoa 
ma one woman wanting. She looked aU aroond lier, bot 
soi one of the goeeta had a ooatome aumlarto ber own or 
thoaeosfberoompaniona. Tbe Comte de San Felioepomted 
ont to ber, in the groap of peasanta, Tenaa^ wbo waaban^ 
ing on Lnigl's aniL *WiIl joa allow jo», Fatfaert' aald 
Oaimela, 'CSorlamly/ leplied the ooont ; *aie we not în 
Gandvml timet' CSannela taxned towaids the yonng man 
who was talkîug with her, and saying a few wovdi to hîra, 
pointed with her finger to Teresa. Tlin young man fol- 
lowed with his eyes the lovely band whioh made this in- 
dication, bowed in obédience^ and then went to Teresa 
and invîted her to dance in a quadrille directed by the 
count's daughter. Teresa feit something Uke a âame pesa 
over hor face ; abe looked at Luigi, who could not refuse 
his assent. Luigi slowly relinqnished Teresa's arni, wbich 
be had beld beneatli his own, and Teresa, accompanied by 
ber élégant cavalier, took ber appointed place with mnrb 
agitation in tbe aristocratie quadrille. Certaiuly, in the 
eyes of an artist tbe exact and sovere costume of Terei«i 
bad a very différent cbaracter from that of Carmela and 
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her com panions ; but Teresa was frivolous and cn piettîs'h, 
and thus the erabroidory and rauslins, tho cashmere waist- 
girdlcs, ail dazzled her, and the refloction of sftppbiree and 
diamonds almost turaed hcr giddy brain. 

" Luigi felt a sensation hitherto unknown arising in his 
mind. It was like an acute pain which gnawed ai bis 
heart, and tlion passed llirillingly throu^hout bis frame, 
cbasing througli his veixis, and pervading hia entire body. 
He followed with his eyes each moToment of Terna and 
her oaTaUer. Wh«ii theirhands totushed» ho ftH Mlhoagli 
he ahMld iwoon ; eveiy polas heat wîth ^olsiMSfl^ and ît 
aeemed as fhoiigh a béll w«ra ringing in his oatti When 
they spoke, altbough Teiw liatotied tiniidly and irith 
downeatô eyes to the eonvaaatio& of her oevaEer, aa Lnlgi 
oould nad îa the aident looka of the good-lookîiig joang 
man that hia langnage waa that ti piaîae^ it aeemed aa if 
the whole woild vaa tandng tound irith hint, and ail the 
voioea of hell were whtiperiiig In hIa ean îdaaa of nmr- 
der and aanaeinatSon. Then ftaiÎDg that his p^oxysm 
migbt get tho bett^ of him, he dotched with one hand 
the brancb of a tiee against whioh he vras leaninj^ and 
with the otber conTulsÎTely j^rasped the dagger with a 
oarved handle which waa in his belt^ and which, unwit- 
ting^j, he diew from the scabbard from time to time. 
Lnigi was jealons ! He felt that iniSoenced by her ambi- 
tion and coqnettîsh disposition, Torrsa migbt fscnpe bira. 

" Tlio yonng peasant girl, ai first tiuiid and almost 
fri^btencd, soon rocovored herscif. T bivo said tlint 
Tfrosn vrn^ hand^ome, but this is not ail ; Terosa had 
the fascination of tbosc wiîd pranea wbîob aro nincb 
Tî-ioro potent than our affected and sliulied flt-^fuiuies. 
Sliô had almost ail the honore of tho qnadrillo, and if she 
waa en\ious of tho Tomt^ de San Felicc's dau^^htcr, I wiU 
not nndertake to say that Carmela was not jealous of her j 
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tad nHli OTOipoireiiiig mniikliiiMnfi Ym hiadion» «m- 
litr lAd liar l»ok ta Uib place whano» Jie bad takmi Iwr 
and when ImgL awaitad her. Twioe or tbrioe daiÎDg the 
dum the joQng girl had glaocad at Lnigi, and each imtb 
aba 9KW ihat be iraa pale and tbat bia féatmea irate agi* 
tatad; oaee «ven tiie bbde ot bîa knift^ balf dmwa ftam 
ito abaatb, bad daaded bar eyea witb sta aiiiiitar glaam. 
Tboa abe waa abnoal tuambUng wben abe leaanied bar 
kvai'a taem* Tbe quadiîlle bad been Teiy aaooeaafàli and 
H waa erident there waa a giaal demand for a rapetitionof 
it. Csrmela alone ohjc^ïtad to it; but the Comte de San 
Fèlice beggad bia daughter ao aamaatly thai aba aeoeded. 
One of the eaTaliOBi tben hastened to inyite Tereea, with- 
oat wbom it was imposaible to form the quadrille, but the 
yonsg girl had diBappeared. In fact, Lnigi had nofe tbe 
atiength to support another such trial, and half by persua- 
sion and half by force, he had removed Teresa to another 
part of the garcîen. Teresa had yieltlecl in sj>ite of her- 
self ; but when she looked at tho agitated countenance of 
the ynrmi,' man, sh^^ tinderstodil by his silenco ;ind trrm- 
bling voico that something strangc was passing witliin 
hitn. Sho herself was not froo from internai eniotiou, 
and withont having don© anything w roii»;, yot fully com- 
prchended that Lui<^i would bo in tlio right if he should 
rtiproach lier. Why, slie did not know, but sbo did not 
the lésa feel that she had somehow deserved to be blamed. 
However, to Terosa's great astonishment Luigi rcniaiued 
mute, and not a word escaped his lips tho re^t of the even- 
ing. But when the chill of the night had driven away 
tbe guests ftorn the gaideni» and the gâtes of the TiUa 
ime doBad for tbeftta indoora- be took Taiwa away ; aod 
as be Mt ber at bar boma^ be aaid, 'Teiesa, what «wa 
70a tbmkingof aa 70a daneed oppoatta the young Corn* 
leaae de San Félioe t' * I tbonght,' lepUad tlie young girl, 



64 



THI OOUNT OF MOTO 0B18II0* 



witli nll the franlcnass of her nature, Hhat 1 would giye 
liait my hïc iui a cu^tume such as sbe wure.' *And wbat 
said your cavalier to youT 'Ho said it only dcpended 
on myself to have it, and I had only oue word to say.' 
' He was right/ said Luigi ; ' do you désire it os axdently 
as you aay î ' * Yes.' * Well, then, you shall have it ! ' 

" The yoimg girl, much astonished, mised her head to 
]ook li bàm ; bot hû &oe iras lo gloomy and tenible tbat 
her iraidi fioM to her lipa. As Luigi epoke thm^ h» left 
her. Team iiallowed him with her eyea Into the dttloMw 
•8 long «8 flhe eoold, aad whea he had quite disappeaied 
she entend her ftpeitmeiit with e sigh. 

''Thaï night a great aceident happened, no donht ttom 
the improdenee of eome servant who had negleoted to ez- 
tmgaish the lighti. The YiUa de San took fiie in 
the rooms «y oiaing the Teij apaitment of the lorély Oar- 
mela. Wakened in the night by the light of the flamea^ she 
had apning ont of bed, wrapped herself in a diesung-gown, 
and attempted to eecape by the door; but Uie corridor by 
which ahe hoped to fly was ahteady a prey to tlie flamea. 
She had tben returned to hnr room, callÎDg for belp sa 
loudly as she oould, when auddenly her window, whieh was 
twenty feot from the ground, vas opened ; a yoong peasant 
jnmped into the chamber, seized her in his arms, and with 
siiporhuman skill and strength convoyed her to tho turf of 
tlio gmss-plot, \vli(_'re. slie faintctl. "Wlien slio recovered, 
her fathcr was hy her side. Ali tho servants surrounded 
her, offering her assistance. An entiro v/ing of ihf^ villa 
was burned down ; but what was that, since Carmela was 
safe and uuiujured l Her préserver was everywhere sought 
for, but did not appear; ho M-as inquired for everywhere, 
but no one had seen him. Carmela was greatly trunbled 
that she had not rocognized him. As tlio count was 
immenaely nch, settiug aside the péril to Carmela, — 
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wbistk in \i&w of her miraculous eaeape aeemed to htm 
TatLer a new favor of Providenee than an actnal mi«fcM> 
tune, — tho los8 oGcasloBed by thd conflagratioji was to 

Mm but a t rifle. 

"Tbe next day at tlio usnal hour the two young prri?- 
ants were on the bordera of the forest. Luigi arrived 
firet. He came towards Teresa in lii^^'li spirits, and sccmod 
to havo completeiy forgott-en the evcnts <»f the prcvious 
eveniûg. The young girl was visibly thoughtful ; but see- 
ing Luigi so cheerfnl, she on lier part assumed a sniiling 
air, wbich was natural to her wl»en no excitement of pas- 
sion came to disturb her. Luigi took her arm beneath 
liis own, and led her to tlio door of the grotte. Tliere he 
paused. The young gui, pcrcoiving tliat thero was soine- 
thing extraordinary, looked at him steadfastly. * Teresa,' 
said Laigi| 'yesterday evening you told me you would 
gîre aU tbe woild to bave a eoatanie aimikr to tbat of the 
ooanfa daoghter/ 'Tes/ replied Tereaa, with aatonûb- 
memi; 'but I was mad to nttor saeh a wish/ * Ând I tb- 
pKed, " Veiy well, you «hall bave it" * * Tes/ replied the 
young girl, wboae aatoniabineiit inofeaaed at eyeiy woid 
Qttend bj Luigi, ' but of oooiae your reply waa only to 
pleaae me.' * I bave pvomiaed no mon than I hâve giveu 
you, Teraaa/ aaid Luigi, pioudly. * Go into tbe grotto and 
dieas joaraeH/ At tbese woida he diew away the atone 
and ahowed Tereaa the giotto^ ligbted up bj two waz 
lightt^ which buned on eaoh aide of a aplandid minor; 
on a rnatio table, made by Luigi, were spread out the pearl 
necklace and the diamond pina, and on a ohatr at the aide 
was hirl the rest of the oosturao, 

" Teiesa nttered a ciy of joy, and without inquiring 
whence this attire came, or oven thanking Luigi, darted 
into the grotto, transformed into a dr^ing-room. Luigi 
poshed the stone behind her, far he aaw on the oieat of a 

YOU lu — 5 



W THE COUNT Of MORTE CRISTO. 

amin adjacent hill b eiween Um and PkleitiiiBy a tntTéQHr 
on iKffllolMek, who t^opp^à a moment ta if ancertain of his 
road, and waa thna Tisibla against the axore sky with that 
diatinetnest of outline peeoHar to tlto perspective of 8outh< 
countries. Wben ho aaw Luigi, be put his hoise into 
a gallop aiul advanced towards him. Luigi waa nc^ mia- 
taken. The traveller, who was goîng from Palestrina to 
Tivoli, had mistaken his vr&j. The young man directed 
him ; but as at the distaiicp of a qnartor of a mile thr road 
again divided into thrce ways, ami on reaching thèse the 
travélliT niij^^ht agaiii stniv from liis rontp, he hpgged Luigi 
to lie liis giiido, Luigi thrcw liis cloak (in thn f^ronnd, 
placed his carbino on his shoiililcr, aiul fre('<l from liis 
heavy covoriiig, prccedod the traveller with the mpid stcp 
of a UidunUiinecr, wliich a horse eau scarcely kce\t up 
with. In tcn inimités Luigi and the traviller rcachcd the 
crofia-Toads alludfd to hy the young shcplienl. On ar- 
riving there, with an air as majestic a.> Ihat of an cra- 
peror he stretchod his haud towards that one of the roads 
which the traveller was to follow. 'That is your road, 
Excelleucy ; and now yoa cannot again miatake.' * And 
bera îa yonr reoompenae,' aaid the travelleri oiTering the 
young hetdaman aome pieeea of amall money. ' Tbank 
y ou/ aaid Luigi, drawîng back hia band ; 'I xander a aer- 
Tioe, I do not aell it»' ' WeQ/ replied Âe traveller, wbo 
aeeœed naod to thia différence between tbe asniUty of a 
man of tbe eitiea and the pride of tbe monntaineer, < jf you 
zeftue pay, yott will peibapa aoeept of a présent' * Ah, 
yee^ that ia anotber thing.' 'Tben,* aaid tbe tiaTeller, 
* take thèse two Venetian aeqnina and gtve them to yonr 
bride^ to make hersetf a pair of ear-ringa.' * And then do 
yoa take thia poniard/ aud tbe yonng beidiman; 'yoa 
vill not find one better earvod between Âlbana and Civita 
Castellana.' * I accf pt ît,* anaweied tlie traveller ; ' but 
then tbe obligatioii will be on mj aide^ for thia poniaid ia 
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worth more than two se(|uia8.* ' For a dealer, perhaps ; 
but for me, who eiigmvecl it myself, it is hardJy worth a 
piastre.' * Wbat is your namo ? ' inquired the traveller. 
* Luigi Yarapa,' replied ilm sliepherd, in the same manner 
in which iie would have saiiî, * Alexander, King of Mace- 
dou ; ' ' and youra i ' ' 1/ said the traveller^ * am called Sin- 
bad the Sailor.' " 

Franz d'Épinay started with isurprisc " Sinbad the 
Sailor V he said. 

** Yea," repliod the narrator ; " that waa the uame whicb 
the traveller gave to Vampa as hia owb." 

'*Welly and wbat may you have to mj agaiust thlf 
iMOMt*' inquired Albeit "It is a very pretty name ; and 
the «dTentores of the gentleman of that nane amuaBd ma 
Teiy maeh in my youth, I mnst oonte.** 

Fnsiz nidao mova. The nama of Sinbad the Sailor, aa 
maj waU he eupposed, awakened in him a wodd of xaeol!- 
ketiûoa. "Fïooeedr eaid hatothahoat. 

Yampa pat tfaa two aeqnîna haoghtilj into hii pookal^ 
and dowly nttizned bj âia way he hiid gona. Aa ha 
oama within two or thiee hnndxad paoaa of tha gratto, ha 
tfaonght he heaid a ory. He lisfcaoad to know whenoe 
thîe floond oonld prooeed* A moment afterwarda and ha 
beard his own name pionounccd distinctly. The cry pio- 
eeeded from the grotto. He bounded lilse a chamois, 
cocking his carbine aa he weut, ami in a moment leached 
tha sammit of a hill opposite to tbat on which he had 
perceÎTed tbe traveller. Theie the onea for help came to 
him more distinctly. He cast bis eyes aroond bim, and 
saw a man carrying oflf Tercsa, as tho Contaur Nessus cap- 
ried Dejanîm. This man, who was hastening towards the 
wood, was already threo-quarters of the way on the road 
from thp grotto to tho forest. Vampa measured the dia- 
tLince; the man was at least two hundred paces in advance 
q£ bim, and theie waa not a chance of overtakiiig bim. 
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The young shepberd stopped as if hisfeet had been rooted 
to the ^Toiiiid ; then lie put tlie butt of his carbine to his 
shouldiîr, took aim at the ravisher, folînwed him for a 
second iu hia track, and theo fired. Th© tavisher stopped 
Buddeuly, his knees bent under him, and he fell with 
Teresa in his anus. The young ^irl rose instantlv ; but 
the nitin lay on the carth struggliug in. tho agonies of 
death. Vanipa then rushed towards Teresa — for at ten 
paces iVom the dy:n_' nim her legs had fuiled her and she 
had dropped on iicr knees ; so tliat the young iuau feared 
that the bail that had brought down his euemj had alâo 
wounded bis betrothed. Fortanately, she wns unscathed ; 
and it waafMght alone that had oycroome Tereaa. When 
Lnigtbad aaaored htmaalf thatabe wasaafe and mihaniiad» 
he tuniod towafds the weaiided maii* He had jvafc ez* 
piredy with èlinehed handa, hia moatb hi a apaam of 
agony, and hia hair on end in the Bwe«t ol death. Hia 
eyea remaîned open and menaoing. Yampa approaèhed 
the bodj and reoogniaed Caoumetto. 

*( From the day ou whioh the bandit had been aared hj 
the two young peaaants^ he had been enamonied of Tcreaa, 
and had svomaheahoald be hia. Ffom that thnehe had 
watohed them, and profiting by the moment when her 
lover had left her alone while he guîded the traveller ou 
his way, hadoarried her off, and believed ho at leugth had 
her in hia power, when the bail, directed by the uneiriag 
akîUof the youog herdaman, had pierced his heart. Vampa 
gaaed on him for a moment without betzayiog tho sli^teat 
émotion ; hile on the contrary Teresa, shuddering in 
cvory lirab, dared not approach the slain ruffian but by 
degi'ccs, and threw a hcsitating glance at the dead "body 
over tho shoulder of her lover. Suddcnly Vampa tumcd 
towards his mistross ; ' Ah, ah ! ' said he, * good, good 1 
you are attircd ; it is uow my tum to dress mysplT* 

Teresa was ciotbed from head to foot in the garb of 
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fhe Comte do San Felice's daughter. Yampa took Cucn- 
metto*s body his arins and conveycd it to the grotto, 
wh'ih in her turn Teresa remained oiitside. If a second 
traveiier liad passed he would liave seen a atrange thing, 
— a shephenless watching her flock, clad in a cashmere 
gown, with ear-rin'js and necklac© ot jtearls, diaraond pins, 
and buttons of sapphires, emeralds, and rubies. He 
woul l 110 doubt have bolicved that he had returned to the 
times uf Floriîin, and would liave declared ou reaching T\ari3 
that ho had met a shepherdess of the AJps seated at the 
foot of tho Sabine Ilill. At the end of a quarter of an 
hour Vauipa quitted the grotto; his costume was no less 
élégant than that of Teresa. He wore a vest of garnet- 
colored velvet, with battons of out gold ; a silk waistcoat 
ooYemd with ambfoideiy ; a Roman seaif UêA zound hia 
Beek ; a eattouche-bos workad with gold aad led aad gnen 
nlk; «ky-blue velvet hreechM ftatened ahoYO the knae 
with dianond bockles ; gaiteia of doeMkin woAed with 
a thomand aiabeaqaes ; and a hat whaieon hiing ribbona 
of ail oolon. Two watohea hang from hia girdle^ and a 
«|»landid pooiaid wia in hia bélt Tema nttered » ray of 
admifation. Vampa in thia «tfein nsembled a painting bj 
liopold Robert or hy Sohneti. He had aaaumed the 
entiie ooatnme of Cnnametto. The yoang man aaw the 
effeot pvodnced on his betrothed, and a smile of ptîde 
pateed over hia Ups. ' Now/ he said to Tarasa, 'are yon 
leadyto share my fortune, whatever it may bel' 'Oh, 
yes!' exdaimed the yonng gîrl, enthusiastically. * Anà 
folio w me wherever I go f ' < To the world's end. ' ' Then 
take my ann and let us go on ; vre have no time to loae.' 
Tho yoting giri took her lover's arm without asking him 
whither he was conducting her, — for lie appeared to her at 
this moment us liandsome, jjroud, and p(nverful as a god. 
Thcy wont tmvards tho forest and soon ontcrod it. Ali tlio 
patlis of the moimtain weie oi oouise weil known to Vam- 
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pa. He therefore went forward without a moraent*s hés- 
itation, although tlierc was no beaten track ; but he knew 
hiB path hj lookiii}^' at tlie trees aîul bushes, and thus they 
kept OQ advancing for lu-arly m Iimuf and a half, At the 
end of this timc tlicy liad leached the thickest of the for- 
est. A torrent, whose bed was dry, led into a doep gorçre. 
Vnmpa took this wild road, which, enclosed buLwecn t \\ o 
ridges and shadowcd by the tufted umbragc of the pines, 
seemed, but for tli - liiliiculties of its descent, tbat path to 
Avemus of whitii Virgil speaks. Teresa ïmd becoma 
alarmcd at the wild and deserted look of the plain around 
lier, and pressed dosely against her guide, mi uttering a 
syllable ; bul m fllie wkw him ad^uioa wesk step «ad 
compoied oounteosnoe^ sho «ndMTond to vBpM hat «mo- 
iioiL Suddenly, àbout ten paoes tnm tbta» » man 
TBDoed from behind a tree and aimed at Yatnp^ *Not 
aoothor step,' he «atd, ' or you are « dead man V * Wha^ 
tiien t ' eaid Yampa, xaiaing hie hand with a geafeme ol 
diedain, whilo Tenea» no longer aUe to natnin hn ÛKm, 
dang doaely to him; 'do wolvee lend each otharf 
'Who are yonl* inquiied the aentineL *I aa Loigi 
Yampi^ ahepheid of the &n& of San Felioei' * What do 
yen waatf 'I would apeak with yonr companiona 
who are in the reccss at Roeea Bianca.' 'Follow mè, 
then/ said the eentinel ; ' or as you know yonr way, go 
iirst.' Vampa smiled disdainfiilly «t this précaution of 
the bandit, went before Teieaai, and continued to advance 
with the same firm and easy step as before. At the end 
of ten minutes the bandit niade them a sign to stop. The 
two yonng pcrsons obeyed. Then the bandit tbrice imi- 
tated the cry of a crow ; a cruak answcrod this signal. 
*Good !' said the sentry ; 'you inay iiow advauce.* Luigi 
and Teresa a;^':iin set furward ; as they advanced, Teresa 
cluiig trembhn.,'ly to lier \uv6\' as slie snw IhroTigh the 
treea arma appear and the barrels of oaibiueâ shine. The 
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Tetreat of Rocca Bianca was nt the top of a siuall rn nm- 
tain, whicîi no doubt itt former days liad been a voleano, 
— a voirino extinct before the duys when Remus and 
Rùtmilus iiad doserted Alba to conie and fonnd tlie city 
ûi liome. Tureea and Jju'wA reached the suai mit, and ali 
at once found themaelve» m the présence of twcnty ban- 
dits. * Hère is a youiig man wiio seeks and wishes to 
speak to you,' said tlie sentineL * Whut lias he to sayî* 
inquired the yo\ing man who waa in command in tlio 
ciiiefs absence. ' I wisli tu saj that I am tired of a shep- 
herd*8 life,' waa Varnpa*» reply. * Ah, I undeistand/ said 
ibe lieutenant} *and yoa aeék idmitlwiwiiito oor luUnf' 
'Welooawr eried seTeial iMndito of Femono^ Buip^ 
aaza, and Anagni, wbo liad fecpgnind Ldgi Viunpc 
bnfc I oome to aïk aomething moie thao lo be jour oo»- 
panion.' ' And wbat may tbat ba t ' inqnind tba bandilik 
wilb aatomahmant ' I oome to aak to be.your eaptein,' 
aaid the yonng man. Tbe bandits abonted with langbter* 
' And wbat bava yoa done to aipiva to tbia bonort ' d»> 
nandad tbe ]ieatenant. ' I bave JnUed yoor ebiel^ Cneo- 
Bietto^ wboaa dreaa I now wear; and I set fite to tba 
YiDa de San Félioa to proeme a wedding-dnaa Ibr mj 
betiothed.' An bonr afterwards Loigi Yampa waa oboaan 
captain, viee Guotunetto deceascd." 

" Well, my dear Albert," said Fmnz, turning towards 
bis friends, " wbat think you of citizen Luigi Yampa 1 ** 

** I say he is a myth," repUed Albert, ** and nevar bad 
vu existence.'* 

"And wbat niay a myth be?*' inquired Pastrini. 

^' The explanati*)n would bc ton long, my dear landlord," 
rcplied Franz, " And you say that Maître Vampa exer- 
cises his profession at this moment in the environs of 
Romeî" 

" Yes, with a buidneas of which no bandit before him 
ever gave au eiampW 
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'* Then the polioe hâve yùaij triod to lay banda on 

hîmî" 

Why, yon rco, ho h as a good nndersteTidinnj with the 
shepherds in the ph^ins, the iishermen of tho Tiber, and 
the smng^îers of the coast. They seek for him in tho 
mouutains, and he is on the wators ; they foHow him on 
the watï^rs, and he in on the open sea. Then tliey jumue 
him, aod he has suddenly taken refuge in the Ible of Giglio, 
of Guanonti, or Monte Crifiio ; and when they hnnt for 
him there, he reappeara suddenly at Âibouo, Tivoli, or 
La Kiccia." 

"And how does he bchave towardd travellers 1 ** 
** Alas I his plan ia very simple. It dépends on the 
distanoe ha may be from the city whetber he givea cight 
boars, twalre hom, at a day wbenîn to pay their lansom ; 
and wben tfaat tima bas eUiî»sed ba allowa aoothar bom^a 
giam. At tba aixtietb auînata of tbia bonr. If tba monay 
ia not forlbeoming he blowa ont the prisoneE^a brainawitb 
a pistol-abot, or planta hia Magger in bis beart» and ibaft 
wttlea tba acoomit." 

Wéll, Albert,** inqniied Fnia of bia eompanion, **an 
yoa ttiU diapoaed to go to the Coloeaeam by tba onter 
botdeYBcdst" 

'* Certainly," nid Albert, if tba ivay be ploloieaqne.'' 
The olottk stmck ni ne as the door opened, and a <K)ach- 
man appoaied. " ExoeUencies,** aaid ba, "tba ooaoh is 

leady.** 

Well, then/' said Fran^ " let «s to the Colosteam." 
" By the Porta de! Popolo^ oor by the atneti^ yonr 

Excellencios î " 

** Rv tlio streetj^, morhleu ! by tlie streets ! ** cried Franz. 

" Ah, niy dear ft-Uow," s;iid Albert, rising and lightiiig 
his third cigar, " really, I thought you had. more courage." 
So saying, th<> two young men wsnt dowB ibe staircaa«^ 
and got into the carnage. 
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Frâjsz liad so appointed liis route that during the rido to 
the Coloaseum they paased not a single ancient ruin ; so 
that no graduai préparation was nmd» on the mind for the 
ooloiaal proportîoiiB of the gigantie building they ctme to 
■idmiMk The xoad aeleeted was a oootiauKtioii of the Via 
âietina ; thos, by enttmg oif the right angle of the etraet 
ia whioh etatidi Santa Maxîa Maggioie, and prooeeding hj 
the Tia Uibana and San PietiD in Vinooli, the tmveUeis 
iroidd find themaelTeB dinotlj opposite the GoloMeom. 
Thia itinemy poesaned anoitfiffr gveat adTantagc^*^that 
of lea?ing lians at fkiU liberfy to indulge hia deep tewvj 
upontheaaliject of theatoixxeeoanted byMattra Butrim» 
in whieh bis inTstetions hoat of the Isle of Monte Cristo 
mm ao strangely mixed up. Seated wîth fiolded aima in 
a corner of the carriage, he continuée! to ponder over the 
singular history he had so lately listened to, and to ask 
himself an inteiminable numher of questions touching ita 
varions circiimstanoei^ without, however, arriving at a 
aatisfifUïtory reply to any of them. One fact more than 
the lest broûght his friend ** Sinhad the Sailor " back to 
hia woollecfcion, and that waa the mjaterioaa aoxt of intk 
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macy that seemed to exist between the brigands and the 
œilois ; and Paatnni's account of Vampa's having found 
nloge on htmtà tiiè vessels oi smugglen and fiahiiiiwii, 
Mminâed Fiam of the two Oonioaa buidite be had found 
tapping to amîcably with the mm oi the little jaoht^ whkh 
hid even demted fkom its conne and tooched ai Porto 
Taeehio for the aote pcupoae of landing tham. The toij 
nane aaaamad by hîa hoat of Monte Criafeo, and lepeated 
hj the landhnd al the Bôtel de Londiei» pioved to him 
that hia ialand ftiend waa plsjing the aame philantfaiopio 
part on the ahoiaa of Piombino, GiTita Yeoohiay Oatia, and 
Qaëta» aaon thoae of Goiaîcai Tittoany,and Spaîn; and fiir- 
ther, Fianz temembend that he had spoken of Tnnia and 
Nermo, whioh ahowed hoir lar hia diole of aoqnaintenoM 
extended. 

But however the mind of the jonng man might bn ab- 
aorbed in thèse reâectious, they iraie at once dis})ci«€d at 
the aight of the dark fîx)wning niins of the stupendons 
Coloeseum, through the various openings of which the 

pale moonlight played and flickered like the uncArthly 
gleam frora the eyes of the wanderin^ dead. The carriage 
atopped near the Mesa Sudans ; the door wjus opened ; and 
the young men, eagerly alighting, found themselves oppo- 
site a cicérone, who appeared to bave sprung up fiom the 
ground. 

The usual guide from the hotf^l having followod tliein, 
they had two of them ; nor is it fxvssibh^ at Rome to avoid. 
tliis snpcriluity of guides. Résides the ordinary cicérone 
who seizes upon you when you set foot in yuur hôtel and 
ne ver quits you whilc you remain in the city, thero is also 
a spécial cicérone bclonging to each monument, — nay, 
almoat to each part of a monomenL It may therofkoe 
be «adlj imagtnad that there ia no aeaicity of gnidea at 
tha rplnumm, — that i w tt4 w cf ail age^ whîoii IffiiiTil 
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fSknÊmàoffmm; Loi Memphis oaiwto liotil ihm bnte^ 

om mineles of lier pjnunidi^ and Jet tlie woadtt» of 
Bftbybii be talked of no more «mong Qs ; ail other works 
iniMi gÎTe plaoe to the immense amphithéâtre of the 
Cœsaa^ «od ali Toiees of famé ahould uiiito to oelebgate 
ihat monTiment." 

Aa fat Albert and Franz, they^ essayed not to escape 
ftom tfaeir cioeronian tyrants ; and indeed it would have 
b^Ti especiaîly diflRcult to do so, since the guides alone 
are permitt^^d to visit thèse monuments with torches in 
tlif'ir hnnds. The young men mado no rnsi.stance, but 
surrendered themselves unreservedlv to their conduotors. 
Fmnz had aht;ady mado ten similar exciiraions to the 
Coiosseum, while his coiupaniou trod for the first time 
the classic mémorial of Flavius Vespasian ; and to his 
crédit be it spoken, liis mind, even amid the ghb loquacity 
of th© guides, was strongly impressed. In fact, wiihuut 
seeing it no one can form any idea of the majesty of such 
a ruin, ail whoso proportions appear twice as largo in the 
mysterious light of that southeru moon, whoso raya have 
the «fliset of a twiligbt in tbe eaat Scareely therefore 
had iha lelaetiTe Wmia valked a hvndfed atepe beneatii 
the interior poitiooe of the twa, when abandoniiig Albert 
to ihe guides, who would hj no means yield their pce» 
aeiipliTe light to exhibit to him the Den of lioiia, the 
QladîatofB* Ghamber, and the Qalleiy of the Onan» he 
aacended a dilapidafted atairnae^ and leaiiag them to their 
pnaoribed eoQiee of aî^ieeeingf went qnietly to ait in 
the ahadow of a edamn and oppoaîte * laige èhaam, 
whnh pennitted faim to vBjaj a fàll and ondiatorbed 
"witfw ^ Uie gigantio dimentiona of thia migeatie nun. 

Ams had lemained nearlf a quatter of an honr hidden 
hj the abadow of a column, whence his eyes foUowed the 
motioiie of Albert and hia gnidaa^ who^ holding totohea in 
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tbeir hands, bad emerged from a Tomitarium placed at the 
opposite extiemity of the Coloasemn, «ad then agtôn di»- 
appeaied down the etepe oonduetbig to the seats xeoemd 
for the Yestal Tirgins, resemUin^ aa they glided along, 
ioiiie natleas ahadea foUowiag the flickering glare of ao 
rnany ignea-^taî, when ail at onœ hla aar oaog^t a aonad 
raaembliiigtbat of a atone loDing down the ataiieaae op- 
poaite the ona hj whioh he faad hîmaelf aacended. Thera 
was nothîng leinaïkable in the dionmatanoe of a pleoe of 
gianite giviag ini'J And iSUling heavlly below ; but it aeemed 
to him that the sabetaoce tbat ftll gave way beneath the 
pieasare of a floot, and alao that sorae one who endeavored 
aa nrach aa poaeible to pievent his footatepa from being 
heaid, waa appioaching the spot where he aai Goiged^ure 
aoon became certainty, — for tho fignie of «man appeared» 
gradually emoiging from the darkness as he ascended the 
ataircase, the sumipit of whicli waa lighted by the moon, 
while itB steps descended into obscurity. He might be a 
traveller who likc Fmuz prr'forred the cnjnymfiit of soli- 
tude and his own thoughts to the frivolous <,'abble of the 
gtiides, — so that his appeaninco there was not snrprisingj 
but the hésitation with which ho procceilod onwarùs, stop- 
ping and Hst^ninf; with aiixiou.s att('nti<m at evory step ho 
took, conviiiced Franz that ho had corne with a defiuito 
purposf, and that he was expecting some ono. By an 
instinctive impulse Frauz withdnnv as rauch as possible 
behind his pillar. About ttin feet from the spot where 
himself and the sf ranger were placwl, the roof liad givon 
way, Icaving a large round apeiluro through which might 
be seen the blue vault of heaven thickly studded with 
ataiB. Aronnd thia openiog» which had poaeibly tôt ag«8 
pemitted a free eutmnoe to the nooulight, grew a quantity 
of eieeping planta^ whoee délicate giaen bnnohea atood o«it 
în boild teliaf aguBimt the elear imie of tte ff Tt MWBfirti 
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whil© large massea of thick strong fibroua shoots forced 
their way tiuuugh tho cha&m and hung floating to and fro 
liko so niany uaving strings. Tho pnrson whone mysteri- 
ouii iinivid liai.l iittracted the atLuutiuii ul riuiiz btuud. m a 
kiud of lialf-lighi thtiL rcndered it impossible to distinguish 
hiâ fuatures, although lûa dress was easily made ouL He 
wore a large brown maotle, one £old of which thrown ovar 
leil éhanlder «eired likdwise tomaaktliA 1ow«k paît of 
hit OOOlitiluaLce, whU» ihtt vppcr part mi crnupletely 
liiddon \sj bis liioid-briiiinied hêL The lower paît of 
énm WM mon diitinoUy Tinble \jj tha biighl laji of ibo 
iBoon» whieh ontaring thnnigh the brokan oeiling ahowad 
thaï ha mm boota of poliahad leather, oyar whioh da- 
aoandad tronaan of blaok doth. Endaiitly ba baloqgad 
to bîgb 90ckAj, if not to tha aastoemagr* 

Aftar a Uiw momanta tba atiangw begm to abow aîgna 
of impatienca^ wban a aUght doîm was heaid ootside tba 
apottnia in tba lool^ and almost immediately a daik ahadoir 
serpj i 1 to obatrnot the light» and tba figm of a man waa 
aleaiij aaan gazing witb eagR aorutiny on tha immense 
apaoe beneatb bim ; then, aa ba perceived the man in the 
manUe, he giaapod a floating mass of thickly-mattcd boughs 
and glided down by their help to within thiee or four feet of 
thf ' !^oimd, aud then leaped lightly ou bia feet. Ha mna 
the costume of a Transteverian. 

" I beg your Excclloncy's pardon for kooping you wait- 
ing," said tlie man, in the Roman dialect ; " but I don'fc 
think l 'm many minutes after my time. Ten o'clock has 
just struck by tlie clock of St. Jean de Latran.** 

'*Say not a word about boing lato." r^plied the strangor, 
in purest Tascan ; " *t is I who aui luu suon. But even li 
you had caused me to wait a little while, I shoidd bave 
feit quite sure that the delay was not occasioned by any 
lauit of youra." 
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" Your Kxcellency is riglit," eaid the man ; "I camo 
hcru dirt3ct from tlie Cli&taau St. Ange, and I had an iiu- 
mm^fi deal ot troubla befbie I couid get to apeok 
Beppo." 

"And who is lieppo î" 

" Oh, B(î|)po is eraployed iu the prison ; and I give him 
iiiuch a year to let me know what i» going on witbin 
lûfi Holiness'fl château." 

'* Indeed ! You are a provident pereon, I se©." 

« Why, you see, no one knows what may happen. 
Perbaps sorne of thèse days I may be entrapped like poor 
Peppino, and may be very glad to bave some little nibbling 
{Uûuae to gnaw tbe meshes of my net." 

" Briefly, wbat did you loam t " 

^ Tbat two ezeoatiana of oonsîdexable ititerert wîll tsk» 
plaoe on Taeeday, at two </oloe1i, M la enstomaiy «t Bonio 
»t the eommeiieeiiient of ail gnat feetivala. One of the 
aulprita wîll be mazKlaio; he ia an atiooiona Tillain, 
who mnrdaied the pneat who btooght him xxp, and de- 
aenrea not the amalleet pi^. The other aofiEiBiw ia aan- 
tflooad to be deee^fUaio; and he^ 70111 EzeeUenoi'» ia poor 
Peppino." 

What can you ezpeett Toa hâve inspired not gbIj 
the pontifical GoYenimenf^ bat alao the neighbormg Statoa» 
with aoch Hoar that thej aie glad of an oppoitanitj to 
makn an example." 

«Bat Peppino did not cven belong to tûj band; he 
was merely a poor shepherd, whose onlj ciime oomnated 
in furnishing us with provisions." 

" Which makcs him jour accomplice to ail intents and 
purposcs. Rut mark the distinction with which ho ia 
treatod : instcad of being knoeked on the head as you 
wniild be if once thoy caught ]u>ld of you, he is simply 
aeutenoed to be guiJUotined. Xu that way the amuaementa 
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of thd day are diYexsified, and Uieie iâ a spectacle to plaise 
every spectator." 

" Without rcckoning the whoUy unexpected one I am 
pieparing to surprise them with." 

"My good friend,** saiil tho man in the cloak, "excuse 
me for saying that you seem to me precisely in the moud 
to commit su me act of folly." 

"I am in thp mood to prevent tiie exécution of the 
poor devil who bas got into Uûa Bcrape solelj through 
hftving aemd mo. "Bj tlw Madown» f I tibmùà despiae 
myself as a ooward did I deaait ihe brare feUow in Lia 
piMsnt axtnunilfy.'' 

** And what do you naaii to dol" 

^To ennovmd tin acafibld «ith twentj of my hert ineii, 
wlio ai a iîgiial fttm ma wQl luah finnvaid whën Feppiso 
ifl Iwoqglit fin eaneation» and hy iàM anÎBtaiioe of their ati- 
kttoa driva back ih» goaid and eany off tha pskonar." 

''That iHwmft to ma as haaidona as uncartain, and I an 
qnite sma tliat my icheme îa Su better tban yonn," 

''And what is yonr Excellenoy's project?" 

*' Just this : I will 80 advantageouBly bestow ten thou- 
aind piastres that the peiaoa taceiying them shall obtain 
a respite till next year for Peppino ; and during that year 
I wiU 80 bestow one thousand additional piaatna that ha 
will esmpe from prison.*' 

" And do you feel sure of succeedingl" 

"PartUeu/** axdaimed in Fianoh the man in tha 
cloak. 

"What cîid your Excelloncy sayl" inquirpî^ the otber. 

** I say, my good follow, that I will do moro sincîîe- 
"handed with my gold tliaii you and ail your hmd i nuM 
etïect with stilrttos, pistols, carhines, and bluuderbusses 
included. Leave me, thon, to act^ and bave no ieaza for 
the lesult.*' 
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** Very good ! but if you fiul, we ahall T)e ready.* 

" Take what precautioDS jm. plMM^ but xelj «pou mj 
obtaining tîie reprievc." 

" Remembor tlie exécution is fixed for the day afbAr io» 
monow, 'AvA fhat you liave but ono day to work in." 

"And wliat thenî Is not a day divided into twenty- 
four bours, each hour into sixty niinnt^i^î, and every min- 
ute subdivided into sixty seconds i Now, in Ô6|400 
ieconds very niany tliines can bo donc." 

"And how shuU I kuow wbether your £xoeUeiicy bas 
aucceeded or not 1 " 

**0h ! tliat is very easily armnged. I bave engaged tbe 
tbree lower Windows at tho Café llospoli , ahould I liave 
obtained tbe requisite pardon for Peppino, tbe two outside 
Windows willbe bung witb yellow damaak, and tbo contia 
wifh whito liaving a kigo eroas in led maïkad on it** 

^ And whom will yoa employ io oany tba t&pém to 
tbe offioar dinoting tiia axaentionf " 

"Send one of yonr maii diqgoM as a penilanl ftiai^ 
and I will giya it to him ; in tbat dme ha oan approach 
tfaa acaffold itMlf and dalivar fha oflkM oïdw to tha affi* 
eer who in his tam will liand il to tiw azaeniionar. In 
tha naan Un», aequaint Pappino with what wa bava da- 
tanninad on, to pravent hû dying oif fisar or kaiiig hii 
aenaes; in eitber casa a naaleai axpanaa wiU hava haw 
incurred for bim." 

" Yomr Ezmllency," said the man, *'yoit aia lùlly per- 
aaade l of my entira dévotion to yon, axa JOH notl" 

** Kay, I flatter myself tbat tbere can ha no doahl ot 
t^" replied tha oaTaliar in the doak. 

"Well, tben, if yoa save Peppino, bencefbrward yoa 
ahall reçoive not only devotëdness, but obédience. ** 

"Have a care bow far you pledge yourscîf, my good 
fkiend, foc I may lemind yoa of yoor piomiae at ioma pai* 

4 
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iMipi aot ymj dirtuit poiod, wImil I, ia my tan, naj 
nqni» yoor aîd and influença** 

''Lèl that d»7 mw loonflr or lat«r, yoor "RtudlniHy 
will find me wliat I liave fbnnd yon in tliîs my hewy 
troabto; and if tnm ih» otber end of the wodd yoil Init 
wxite me woid (o do snoh ùt soeh a thiug, condade ii 
done, for done it shall be, on the woid and faith «f — " 
** Huak 1 " interrupted the étranger ; " I heor a notae»" 
«Tia Bome traveUeia who aie visiting iha Oolnanwiin 
hy torchîight." 

'T were better we shoold not be seen togetber. Tboee 
guides aro nothing but spîes, and might possibly recognize 
you ; and however I may be honored by yonr friendship, 
my worthy fripnd, if onr'o the cxtcîit of nur intimfîry 
were known, X am aixaid my lepotation would taS&t 
tbereby." 

"Well, then, îf you ol tain tho reprieveî" 
"The middle wiudow at the Café Kos]io]i wiil be hung 
with white damaak bcahng on it a tbà croaa.** 
''And if you faiir* 

'* Tlieu ail three Windows wiil have yellow draperiaB." 
"And thenî" 

"And then, my good fellow, use your daggors iu auy 
way you please ; and I furtber promise you to be there as 
a tpeetetor of your proweafc" 

*<A]1 ia tim vndanfeood Mwaaa wl Adieu, yonr 
SmUancyi dépend npoii ne aa fimily aa I do apon 
ywL** 

Saying thaao «oid% Ibe T^aoafeevmn diaappeaied 
down ibB alainaaa; wbUe Ida eompanioii, mnfllîiig hia 
Aatusea moia doady tlum befora in tlio iblda of Ida 
iMniU^ paaaed «iHingt doae to Fianj^ and dMc en d e d to 
tha ama lij aa onlwaid flight of akepa» Tha naoct min* 
nia Itea haaid Xdnadf ealM liy Alberi^wlio mada tha 
n» ^a 
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lofty building re-echo with tho sound of liis friend's îv.imo.. 
Franz, however, did not obey tho. suniuioiis till he had 
satisfied himself the two mou had gonc, — not wishing 
them to leaiu tliat thor© had been a witness of their in- 
terview who, if unabk tu reco-jnizu tUuir faces, had at 
least heaid eveiy woid thai passed, Ten minutes later 
Flans was on the load to the Hôtel d'Espagne, liatening 
with indiffonnce to the kaxned diBeertation delimod hj 
AlbeiC^ aller the manner of Pliny and CSalpnznina, toneli- 
isg the inm-pointed nets used to pievent the ferodoue 
beaata fam apringing on the speetaton. Fians let him 
piooeed wîtfaont întemiption ; he longed to he alone that 
he nûght withont intennption ponder orer ail that had 
ooeorred. One of those two men yraa an entire stranger 
to him, but not m the otber ; and thongh Franz had been 
nnable to diatinguish bis features, wrapped in his mantle 
or obecnred by the simdow, the tones of his voice had 
made too poworful an impression on him the first time 
he hcard tlîPtn for hira ever to forgot thom. There waa 
especiolly in his tones of raiilery a certain îuetallic vibra- 
tion which hiid st^xrtled liim aniong the ruins of the Colos- 
seum as in the grotto of Monte Cristo. He was therefore 
well satisfied that this man was no other than " Siobad 
the Sailor.** 

Kovv, under any othor circinustances, so great was hi3 
curiûsity about this strango bcing, Franz wuuld havc made 
himself known to him ; but in the présent instance, the 
eonfidential natnze of tiie eonTenati<»i he had wnàmtà 
aoggaated to hun the reaaonalale apprehenaMm that làt ap- 
peaianoe at aoeh a time would he anything but agreeaUe. 
la we hâve aeen, therefore, he had aUowed the man to dé- 
part withont addiening him» — promiaing himaetf that if 
he dionld meet him tg/dn. he wonld not albw him to ee> 
Oiçe a aeoond time. In vain did Fïans endeaTOf to fiiig^ 
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the many perplexing thoughts whichaaaaUed him ; in vain 

did he court the refreshment of sieep. Sluniber refuaed 

to visit hiâ pyclids, and hi.^ night wtis passed in fcverish 

contemplation of tlio cliaiu of circumHtances tending to 

provo the identity of tho mjstcrious visitant to the C0I03- 

mnm and tlio inhabitaiit of the grotto of Monte Cristo ; 

and the more he thou^iit, the iirmer grew his opinion on 

the subject. Wovn ont at length, he fcU asleep at day- 

hreak and did noi a .. .ike till late. Liko a genuiiie French- 

man, Albert liad cmployed hiâ time in arrangiug for the 

evemng's diversion. He had sent to engage a box at the 

Twtto Argentino ; and Fnuis, bftTÎiig a nnmbor of latten { 

io imto, nUnqmshed the carriage to Albert foc (he whole 

of the day. At fiye o'dock Albert letnrned ; he had de» 

Urered hia letton of introduotion, had leeaiTad invitalioiia 

fiir aU hia ev«iii]ig% and had aeen Romei A daj had anf- 

fioad Albert for ail that ; andhe had alao had time enooj^ 

to aaeeitain the name of the pieoe to be played that night 

at the Teatro Aigentuu^ and alao what peifonnen appeazed 

in it 

The opéra of " Panama " waa annonnced for représen- 
tation, and the principal actors were Coselli, Monani» « 

and La Spech. The young men had reason to con- 

sider tliomsclves t'ortnnato in having the opportunity of , 
hearing ono of tlio best works by tht; composer of " Lncia I 
di Lanimennoor," supportnd by tbreo of the niost renowned 
vocalists of Itaîy. Albert had never heen able to endure 
the Italian théâtres, which bave orciiesti'as from which it 

ÎB impossible to sec, and no balconieâ or open boxes ; thèse ' 

dufccta pressed hard on a man "who had his stall at the 

BoofTes, and his sbare in the omnibus-box at the opéra. ; 

Kevertheless, Albert displayed hîa mort daading and effeo* 

tifB ooetame whenever he iriaited the theatna. It waa 

naatedaplendor, — ht it mort beoonfoiaed that oneof the 
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mort wmilij wpwM ntotiyei ét Ptoritiui ftablAii hid cw^ 
niD Italj lisr fbnr moiilhs irilhoiU meeting iriib « 
fldTvntasBi 

8oiiratlm«s Albeit ironld aibot to mak» a joka of Us 

want of siiccessi bot rotemallj ke wa» deeply montiflad 
tbftl b% Aibeit de Morcerf^ one of the joung men most 
sought after, ebonld ttiU lutre only bis labor fox his pains. 

And tbe thîng was tbe more annoying because witb tbe 
characteristic niodeety of a Frenchman, Albert bad quittod 
Paris with the full conviction tbat ho had onîy to show 
himsc3lf in Italy to carry ail bof*)ro him, and that upon bis 
retum he shovilil nstonish tlic Tarisian world with tlic ro 
citai of his nuiuerous love alTaiiu Alas ! none of those 
iuteresting adventures fell in his way. The lovely conn- 
tessen — (îenocso, Florentine, and Neapolitan — were ail 
faiLhiul, if not to their hnsbands, at Icast to their levers ; 
and Albert had guiiicd the painful conviction that tbe 
womsa of Italy bave at least tbÎB admntage over thoM of 
FnnoQ» (bat they m fiâtbM to thtîr inttdelify. I would 
soi ▼entore to dony tiiat in Italj, a* wwprlm éba» tbava 
am exoeptioiia* Albert» beddea beiqg an élégant» wall* 
lookiqg young maa, waa alao poaaeaaed of oonudanAite 
talent and àbîlity; moveoTer, be iraa anaooanl^^ait- 
œntiiy oreated one» eeiialnly, but m tbe pieaen! day it is 
of no oonaeqnenoe wbetber one datée fiom 1399 or ftom 
1815. Bot to orown ail theae advantages, Albert da 
Morcerf commandod an income of fifty thomand Hviefh a 
more tban sufficient snm to render bim a personage of con- 
sidérable importance in Paris. It waa therefore no smaii 
mortification to bim not to bave been seriousîy regarded 
by any ono in any of the citics which be ha<î vi^iti^^d. He 
boped, howcver, to recover himpelf at Romo, — tho C'amivaî 
bcing, in ail tbe countrics ot the earth which celebrate 
that excellent inetitution, a peiiod of liberty in which OTon 
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ihe wisest and gravest throw off the usual rigidity of 
their livei^ axul aufiiar thexBMlTw to bo diawA isùo acte 
of folly. 

The Carnival was to comajtjncô on tho morrow ; thero- 
furo Albert had net an instant to loso in settiug fortli the 
procmimme of his hopos, oxpectation8, and claims to notice. 
WiLli Ihis design ho kad engaged a box m thu mu^L con- 
spicuouâ part oi tho théâtre, and exerted himself to set oif 
Mb peiKmal attractions bj the aid of an elaboiate toilet 
Tb» box taken hj Albert wa» ia the finit tSxdo, wbioh with 
va la thê gallery. Thofiiattfano tiemof bozea aweqoaUy 
aitttoemiiiH vtd ara oalled for that raaaon ''the bo«a of 
tha aobilHj." Tha box fognged, whieh woiild ooatam a 
doaan petaona aaailj, bad aoat tfaa two fd&adâ a littla laai 
tfaaa a box for frai woold ooat at the Ambigo. Albert 
bad atiU anotber bope. If be oonld engage the albotloii 
of aoma fkîr Boman, tbat would lea l n aturally to a aeat in 
a carriage, or a place ill a princely baloony from tvhich he 
might behold tha gayeties of the CamitaL Theee united 
considérations made Albert more Uvely and anxions to 
please than ho had hitherto been. Totully disrogarding 
the business of the ptic''^, ho leanf^d from bis box and 
be^ui attentively scnii inizing the beauty of each pretty 
woman, aidcd by a powerful lonjneUe. But alas 1 tbis at- 
tempt to attract similar notice wholly failed, — not even 
CTiriasity had been cxcited ; and it was but too apparent 
that the io\cly cruuLuiu^ uitu wliose good grâces he was 
desirous of stealing were ail so much engrossed with 
themaelyes, their loyers^ or their own thonghts, that they 
bad Bol eo mMb m r—arkad blm tut the pointing of 
hia f^am, 

Tha tmih tras tfaait tiia ailtidpatad plaaaiina of tfaa 
OuniTal,irjlh «ha «Holj Week" that waato anoeaed it^ 
laflllid wmf foir bieart aa ta piamt tha leaat attantioii 
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beisg beâtowed even on the business of the stage ; the 
actors made their entrics and ejùts imobserved or un- 
thought of. At certain conventional moments the specta- 
tors wouid suddenly coase thoir convei>«ation, or rouso 
themeelves Iroin iheir muriiuga to liston to some brilliaut 
eâbrt of MorianiX a Wûil-execuWd recilativc by Coselii, 
or to join in load applause at tho wondezful powen of La 
Spech ; bttt that momentarj exâtement over, they quickly 
i^psed înto ttieir finmet atete of préoccupation or intar* 
aating oonTonation. Towaida the doia of ilie ânt ad 
ibe «Ukht of a box wlikii had been hitherfeo -vaoant iraa 
opened; a lady entned to whxm Exans had bean intro- 
dnoed in Pinia» whera indead ha had itiwginad aho atiU 
«as. Tho qniok eye of Albert oanght the inyolnntaiy 
atait with wbich bis fHend beheld the new axiiva^ 
and tunung to him, he aaid haatilj» *'I>o joa knov thaï 
woman 1 '* 

** Yes ; wbat do you think of ber 1 " 

" She is supremely beautiful ; what a complexionl 
And sucb magnificcnt bairl la ahe FieiiQhS" 

"No ; a Venetian." 

"And her namo is — " 

«Comtesse G — ~." 

**Ah ! I know lior by name," exclaimed Albert; "she 
is said to possfss a.s luudi wit and cleverness as beauty ! 
Ah ! wLuit I tîuiik lluil I might bave been prcscntcd to 
ber at tbc last bail of Madame de Villefort, wbere she waa 
présent, and neglected the opportunity,— what â ninny 
I waat** 

"ShaU I aanat yoa in lepaiting your negligenaet* 
aaked Emu. 

"Uj dear ftllow^ aie yoa leally on anoh good lenia 
irith her aa to Tentnie to take me to her bost" 
**Why^ I have had the honoir of qwaking to ha 
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tfazee or iàm times in my life ; but yon knov that «vien | 
such an acqnaintance as that rnight mmiit mj àoàng 

what you ask.'* j 

At this instant tlie couutoss perce ived Franz and 
graciousîy -^ruved her hand to him, to which he rejj^tiiad 
by a respecttul inclination of the head. > 

**Upon my wonl," said Albert, "you seem Ut be on 
excellent t^ms with the beautifid counteî^ ! " 

"Yon are mistaken in thinkiiig so," returned Franr^ 
calraly ; "but you fall into the same crror which leads sa [ 
many of our couutrymen to commit the most egregious ' 
blunders, — I mean that of judging the habite and customa 
of Italy and Spain by our Paiialan ncffcioni. Beliere mfi^ 
nothing is mon ftUaeioiu than to firam an ostimato of the | 
d^gne of intÎBiacj «xiating among penona by the frmûiar 
nanner of ibeir inteiooniae; thaïe îa a ômUaritj of feel- 
iBg at tbîa inatant between omaelvaa and the ootintefla^ — 
sothîqg moie." ^ 

«'la there, indeed, mj good ftDow t "Psaj téU me, ia it 
aympathy of haart 1 " 

" No ; of tasto ! " oontinaed Frani^ fftmlj^ 

" And what is the cause of it î " 

" A visit to the Coloaaeam, like that whioh we mada 
together." 

" By raoonlightt" 

"Yes." 

"Alone?" 

" Very nearly sn." 

•* And you taiked of — " 

" The dead." 

** Ab ! " cried Albert, " that must have been exhila- 
rating. Wcll, I promise you that if I have Ihe good 
fortune to attend the be^utiful conntess on such a prome* 
nade^ I ahall talk to her of tha liTing." 
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" Aiîd yoa will raake a mistake. " 

" In the mcaa time joa wili prosent me to hsac, «s jaa. 
bavo promised 1 " 

" As 8oon as the curtain fallu." 

" The first act ia devilishly long.** 

" llear the end ; it ié very line, and Goâeiii sin^ 
admirablj." 

'« Y«e j bnt what » fignre ! *' 

"La 8pechy tlien^ ift h impoMibli to be mon 
dninatto.'' 

Bot 7<m moft nndentand thaï iriian ona has heaid 
Sontag and Malibmii — " 

**At laaat joa mort admiia Moriaai'a atfla aad 
omnitioiL'' 

" I luffn haaaà mon of hia daik, pondarona upfmt- 
asco sîngÎDg with a voice like a womanV 

** My good friend," aaid Franz, turning to him, vhda 
Albert continaed to point hia gUas at e?«ij hox, in tha 
théâtre, " yon seem detennined not to Êipptoy^ ; yott aia 
really too difficult to plcasc.'* 

The curtain at length feli on tho performances, to the 
infinité satisfaction of the Vicomte de Morcerf, viho 
Boizpd îii'^ îiat, rapidly f>;i';«;o(î h\fi fingers thrfmgh his liair, 
arniiigLLl liis cravat auti u iibibunds, and signitied to Franz 
that he was waiting fur him to lead the way. Franz, who 
had mntely interrogatpd tlio couutesa and received from 
lier a gracions smilo in tokon that he would bc welcome, 
did not dclay tho gratification of Albert's eager impa^ 
tience, but began at once tbe tour of the honse doaely 
ftllovad lij Albait^ irbo availad hiaaaalf of tha Ibw ndii- 
iitea nqidnd to naeh tha opponta dda of tha thaatra to 
adjust hb eollar aad to anaoga tha lappeta of hia ooat; 
thia iaipartant taak ivaa jnat aotupfeted as they ani^ad 
at tha ooantWa hodL Tha jovig maa who waa aaatad 
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in oliedîaiM» te the Iteliaii tnÉtam, tnd mnanderad lus 
plao» te a» sbangers, irho^ in timi, ▼oold be eipeotod te 
iftin npoa tb» tastnl of otim TÎnton. 

Fm» piwepited Albot m one of the mort digtingqMhed 
jmmg mm of the dsy, bo(h m XQgndfld liii pontioii m 
•o«û^ and actmoidînaiy telento; nor did h» iqr moie 
tlnuk iha tnith, for In Paria and tbe circle in whkh the 
yilooimt more^ ho was looked upon and oitod aa a modal 
of parléotion. Franz added ihafc hii companioo» daeplj 
giiâvad beeaase he had not been prmnted to the coantess 
dnting her sojoum in Paris, had reqaested him (Franz) 
to remedy that misfortune hj conducting him to her box, 
and concludod by asking pardon for his prcpumption in 
doiiig so. The coimtess replied by a charming bow to 
Albert, and extended her hand with cordial kinduess to 
Franz. Alljeit, being invitod by her, took the vacant 
place by her shl*^. and Franz sat in tho second row behiud 
her. Albert N\ as si ion deeply engrossed in diicoarsing 
npon Pariù a.ud l'aria matters, speakiug to the cuuntess of 
the variouâ persons thej both knew tbere. Fianz perceived 
liow oompl^y he wia in hia élaman^ and nnwilling to 
Jntaifine with tha platsiue ha to evidentlj IbLt^ took np 
Albart'a kiyneiu, ud hegui in hia tmsi te aoivay tha 
•ndianoe. Sitting alone^ In tha ftont of a boz immadi- 
aM^ opponto» hat dtiiated In tha thiid tin^ ma a woman 
of heanty» d wo d in a Cheek ooatame^ whioh 

it im arideni from tha aiia and giaoa with whioh iha 
«osa it waa har national ittiia. Behind bet^ but in daep 
•hadow, waa tha qutlina of a mala figme ; but the featuies 
of this latter personage it was not possible to diftângiiiah» 
Franz could not forbear bnaking in upon the apparently 
intercsting oonTenation passing between the countesa and 
Albart^ te ingoiia oC tha êamm if tha Joiaw who waa tha 
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fait Âlbanian opposite, sinoe beauty such as lien was well 
worthy of beÎDg remazked hj elther aex. 

''AU I cm tell yoa sboot her/* replied ibe miilM^ 
"ÎB tbat ahe hM been aft Borne nnoe the beginning of the 
seMon, — fior I mw her where she now site the yety fini 
iii(^t of ibe (heetve'e opening ; end eiaoe then abe bae 
jiever rmmti a petformenee. Sometimee ahe is ecoom- 
pe&ied by tbe individael wbo is witb her, end ai othen 
meiélj attended by a Uack serTant** 

"Ând wbat do y ou tbink of ber personal appearanGet" 

** Oh, I consider ber perfectly lorely,— abe ia just mj 
idea ol what Medoia rnnst baye been." 

Fransand tlic countoss ezduuiged a smile; and tben tbe 
latter resnmed ber conversation with Albert, wbile Franz 
returned to his prcvions stirvc}' of thc hoiisc and corn pan y. 
The curtaitt ms*^ on tho ballet, which was one of thoso 
excellent spécimens of the Italian school, arrauged and put 
on the stage by Henri, who bas establislied for bimself a 
great réputation throughout Italy for bis toste and skill in 
tbe cboro^phic art, — one of those masterîy productions 
of prace, melhod, and elegaucc m wliich the whole corps 
de balleU from the principal dauccrs to the bumblei>t supisr- 
nameraiy, are ail engaged on tbe stage at the mue time ; 
and a bnnâied and fifty peiama may be aaen exbibittng 
tbe aame attitodc^ or eleratÎQg tbe aame am or leg witb a 
simxdtaBeoiiB morement. Tbe baUet was oalled "Poliska.*' 
However nraob tbe bellet migbt bave daimed bia attentioH, 
Fret» tras ioo deeplj oocnpied witb tbe beaatâM Oreek 
to take an j note % wblle abe aeemed to «zperienoe an 
almostcbildlîkedélJgHinwatebingit; ber eager, animated 
looba eontnfited strongly witb tbe utter indifférence of ber 
oompaniott, wbo during tbe wbole timo tbe pieoe laated 
neyer even moved, spite of tbe furious craabing din pro- 
dnoed bj tbe trampeti, o^bala^ and Cbincae beUsi made 
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to produce thoir loudest sound from the orchestra. The 
apathetic compaiiion of thc fair Greek took no heed of th© 
deafening somvk that prevailod, but was appareutly en- 
joying soft rej>oso and briglit cele.stial dreams. The ballet 
ât length came to a close ; and the curtain fcll amid the 
Jfrenzied plaudits of an ontluisiastic audience. 

Owing to the very judiciuus plan of dividiug the two acts 
of Llie opéra with a ballet, the pauses between the perfonn- 
ances are very short in Italy, — tho msigam m the opeia 
hft-ting tiiM to mt IhfinitBlvM â&d change their eoetune 
irhen neoessary, while the danoera aie ezeenting their pir- 
ouettea and eo^hiting their gmoM, atepe. Tiie orertiue 
te the eeeond act h^gan ; and at the fixât aomid of the 
kader^a bow aoraaa hia Tiolin» Fnm ohaerred the deeper 
àbwly ariae and i^proeob the Greek gid, who tnmed 
xoond to «ay a few woida to him, and then leaning for- 
ward again on the ralliog, became aa abaorbed aa hefore 
in vhat was going on. The countenanœ of the person 
who had addroaoed hcr rcmained so completely in the 
sbade tliat Franz could not distinguish bis features. The 
curtain was raised, and the attention of Franz was attracted 
by the actors ; his eyes wandered for a moment from the 
box coDtaimng the beautifol Gieek to watch tbe aoene on 
tbe stage. 

Most of my n-aders are aware that thc second act of 
** l^irisina " opons with the célébra ted and elTcctive duet 
in which Parisins, while sleeping, bctrays to Azzo the 
secret of her love for Ugo. Tbe injured huaband gw.s 
througb aU tbe workings of jealousy until conviction 
wiaM on hîa mind; and then in a firenzy of rage and 
indignation, he awakena hia guilty wife to teU her he 
knowa her guilt, and to tbreaten her with hia Tengeanœ. 
Thia dnet ia one of the moet heavtifbl, ezpieaBÎTe^ and 
terrible that hâve emanated Ikom the flniitfiil pen of Doni^ 
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zetti. Franz now listened to it for tbe tliird time ; and 
though he was not €«p«C!ally finsceptible to tho power of 
music, it produced upon him a piufound otîVct. He rose 
•with the audience and was about to join in tbe loud, 
enthusiastic applause that foUowed, but suddexily bis 
purpoM iras aimted, bis hancb fioU by his iide% and tho 
balf-Qtteied ** bnTOB" expiied ob là» Vqpê, Tb» oocaptut 
ni the box in wbkb tbe Gteék gitl aat appeeied to ihaie 
the muTenal admintion tiiat j^veilacl, Ibv he left hkeeet 
to eteiid np in the front; ao tbit hia eonntananoe being 
Iblly feTwiled, Fnoi bad no difflenUj in xeeognîsng him 
aa the myateiîoaa inhabitaiit of Monte Cxisto^ and the 
man wboae Toloe and figure he had thought be leeogniaed 
the precedlng evening in (he ruina of tbe Colosseam. àR 
doabt of bia identity was now at an end ; the mjateiioaa 
traveller evidently lesided at Rome. The surprise and 
agitation occasioncd hj this full confirmation of Fmnz*3 
forîner suspicion had no doubt imparted a corresponding 
expression to his fcaturcs, — for tlie count^ss, after gazing 
with a puzzlcd look on his speaking countonance, burat 
into a fit of laughter, and b^ged to know what bad 
bappeued. 

" Madame tho Countoss," retnmed Fran^, " I asked yotl 

a short time since if you knew any particulars respecting 
the Albaiiitui iady oppoaiio ; i ask now if j-ou know iier 
huôbandl" 

^Nay," auswered tbe coontess, **! know no moie of 
bim than of ber." 

" Perbaps joa never befoie leDaïkad him t 

'* What a qneation, -i-ao trulj Fiench I Bo fdia not 
know ihat we Italiana bave 9jm only ftt the nan we 
knret* 

«'IVoe^^npIied Fnin& 

«111 1 ean aay," oontinned the oonnteai^ taUng np the 
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lorgnette, aad dinetdng it to ihe box in question, ^is ihat 
the gentiemaa leemi to me m though he hid jait been 
dng up ; he looks mené Uk» a oorpse pennitted by aome 
Ikiendly grave-digger to qiiit bis tomb fat a wbile and 
nvisift this eaiib of oon fhan aDjtbÎQg bunaiu Hov 
gfaertly pak be ia t 

« Ob, be k ahrajs ai odlmleas aa yon mtw aea bim,** 
aaid Fians, 

Then yoa know hîm ? " asked the eoDDfteflB. Xhen 

I will iiiquire of you who h© is." 
" I knqr I bave aeen him befoie and I eren tbink be 

wcognizes me." 

"And I can well understand,** said tho coimtcss, shrng- 
ging up her beautiful ehoulders, as though an involunt u y 
ehuddor pa.^sed throiigh lier veins, "that tliose who have 
oncv SI • Il tlwt man will never bo likoly to forget him.** 

Tlu' tkîiiàiilion experienced by Franz was evidently not 
pe€uliar to h i m self ; another, and whoUy uniiitereflted 
peraon, felt the samo uiiacconntablô awo ami misgiving. 
" Well," he inquired after the conntess had a «iecoiid timo 
diicctcd hcr lorpieUe at the loge of their myâteiioas vii^à-inêf 
^ what do you think of that man t ** 

^ W])y, that be la no oibar tbaa Lord BntiiTen bimaelf 
m a Uving form*" 

Thia freab alliuîon to Byion intaReatecl Fiani. U any 
man eonbl lead bim to belùTe in the «zirtenoa of -vampini^ 
it mê the man befoie bim. 

«X mnat find ont wbo and wbat be i%" aaid Jma, 
liong fkom hû seat. 

'*No, no!" Giied tbeoounteaa; ^yoa mnst not leave 
met I dépend «pon you to esoort me borne. Ob^indeed, 
I cannot permît you to go ! ** 

" Is it posnhk^" wbiqperod Fmn^ ''tbat yoa entertain 
anyfsait" 
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** I '11 tell you,*' aiiswered the countess. " Byroii swora 
k) me that he belioved in the existonco of va,m|)irt s, ami 
even aasured mo that he hfid seeu them. lie described u» 
me their appearance; it is precisely like hia, — the coal 
Utflk htâi, kzge bright glittehng cycâ in whioh • wild, 
unMrthlj lire aeems burning, that ghMU j palenaa. Thm 
obiem^ too^ thaft the Tcry wornan 1» bas witii him k 
iltogellMr iin]ikB ail otheia of her aex. fibe la a Éoni^Mr 
~a Graek — a bflMlio — ptobaUj a Biagidan lilw blm* 
màL lentraat of ymiiol to goiiaar]iiiB»-->ak laaaltc»» 
dgiil Aad If to-moifQiv jour mAmtj atiU oooliiiMi aa 
gwat» pQiaaa yonr icaoaichoa If yott irill; bot bow I ïhmb 
tokaep jOD.** 

Franz protested that ba aoold not dafer bia pniaBil tOl 
tbe foUowing day for many laaaoBi 

" listen to me," said the countess ; " I am goiug homa. 
I have a party at my house to-night, and therefoie oannot 
possibly romain till the conclusion of the opéra. Wiil yott 
be 8o (iiscourteous as to refuse rao your compaiiy I '* 

There waR notbing left for Franz to do but to tako up 
bis iiat, opeii the (ioor of the loqc, and offer the conDtoaa 
hiâ arm. It wm qmta évident troin the countess'.-» man- 
ner that her iîne;isine4>a was not teigued ; and Franz liim- 
acii cuuld nut rcsist a species of superstitions droad, — the 
stronger \n liim, as it arose from a vuricty of corroboiating 
lecoUeotiona, while the teixor of the coimteM ^nang âtOBl 
aa înatindâTa fteling. I^nna aodd avan ftal bar am 
«nnibbaabaaniitedber mtotfaaeaiiMga. Haaoadiiafead 
bar to bar borna. No oompany waa tbaia; and iba ipaa 
nol azpaoted. Ha repioaebad bar aboQi it 

«In vwj tni«b,*' iba aaid» *<I am not ipoII» and I 
naad to ba abna; tba aigbi of tbal nuoi baa eo my ie to ly 
vpaak ma»* 

I^eans bogui to kogb. 
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«Do]iotlaQgfa,"8h»iud; ««Toa iwlly do aotftél IflKo 
kaghing. Now makft me a ptomMe.** 

"What, is îtr» 
" Promise me." 

" I will do anything you désire except relinquish my 
détermination of finding out who tliia mnn is. I bave 
more reasons than you can imagine for cie5«iniig to know 
who be is, whence he came, and whither lie is going.* 

"Where he cornes from I don't know; but I can tell 
you where he is going, — he is going to hell, without tue 
least doubt." 

"Let 08 reftnm to the {«omiie yoa wished me to 
make,'* eaid Fntu. 

"Wflill, tbea, yoa mort give me jour woid to wtiim 
Immedifttely to jour hôtel, and make no attempt to hlHaw 
tliis man to^nigbt Theie aie oettain aflbiitiee between 
the pemma we qnit and thœe we meet aftenreida. For 
HeaTen's aeke^ do not aerve as a eondnctor hrtween thaï 
man and me I Puxsne htm to-monow aa eegedy as joa 
Ikbaae; but never hiing him near me if you would noi 
see me die of terror. And now good*nîght; retira to 
yonr apartment and tiy to sleep away ail recolleotions of 
this eToning. For my own part, I am qoite sure I 8haU 
not be able to close m y eyes." So sayin^ the counteaa 
quitted Fnmz, ]pr\ving him unable to décide whother 
ghe was lîierely amusing herself at hîa expense or waa 
disturbed 1>y artnal appreliensions. 

Upon bis return to the hôtel, Franz found Albert in bis 
dressing-gown and slippers, liiitloâsly extended on a sofa, 
smoking a cignr. "My dear fellow ! " cried he, springing 
Tip, "ia il I I ally youî Why, I did uot expect to see you 
before to-moirow." 

«My dear Albert ! " replied Franz, I am glad of this 
opportunity to téU you, onoe and finever, that you enl«> 
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tain a most err nt^nns notion concerning Italian women. 
I should have thought tlie continuai faiîures you have 
met with in ail yoiir owu love aiïki» might have taught 
you better by thia time." 

" Upon my soul ! the&e women would puzzle the very 
Devil to lead them coight. Whj, hese, — they give you 
thalr Imid, they press yoiin in letnin, they keep up a 
wliispering conyflnatioii, permit yoa to aooompany them 
homel Why, if a Fàiidtn wer» to do one qoaitar w 
mneh ahe wooM loee ber npotatiott 1 

*'Aiid tbo Teiy ntmm vby tbe wohmh of tlus fine 
oouatiy pui ao Uttle iMtimmt ou thetr woids and aotioiia 
is tbat ttiey liye ao mnoh in ptablie, and bave laally notii- 
ing to eoneaaL Beaidaa» you must bave peioaivôd iibaft 
tbe oountess was really alamed." 

"Ai wbat^ — at the aight of that respectable gentleman 
sittii^ opposite to os with the lovely Greek? Now, 
for my part, I met them in tho lobby aftcr the con- 
clusion of the piecp ; and hang me, if I can gucss "where 
you got your notions of tho other world ! He is a fine- 
lookiîiîj feîlow, well dressed, with tho air of one who 
clothes hirasolf in Franco, with Blin or with Hnmann, — 
a trifle pale, indeed, but you know that paleness is a mark 
of distinction." 

Franz biuiled, — for ho wcU remerabered that Albert 
pailicularly prided himself on tho en tire absence of color 
in his own complexion. " Well, that tenda to eon to n mj 
own iâma," mSA ba^ **fbal tba ooimtan'a anapiakoa weie 
daadtiitoalikeofaBDaaandfeaaon. Did ba apeak in yoor 
bearing; and didyon ealob any of bîa troidat" 

•'I did; bat fbij weie nttaied in tbe Romaio dialaei 
I knaw tbal Ikom ibe mixtoie of bniken Giaak irorda. 
I rnnafe iall 700, my boy, tbat vben I waa ai coU^ I 
««a xaibar ainmg in Gieek." 
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" He spoke the Bomaie Janguage» did ImI" 

" I think so." 

"That sdtUM it^" mozmaxed Fmu. ***TiB h», poak 

ail doubt." 

" Wiàut do you any? '* 

"Nothiag, nothingl But tell me^ what were jou 
doing here?" 

*0h, I was arranging a little surprise." 
Indeed ! Of what nature - 1 " 

^Why, you know it m quite impossible to procure a 
oarnaga." 

I ihoiild think to, wbon we hm in Tain made evafj 
poaaiblB «odavror/' 

" WflUt I bave had a matrelloiu idaa." 

Fsans looked at Albert aa tbovgh ha had noi mnoh eon- 
fidenoe in ihe enggeations of bia imagination. 

'*My daar fiUow," aaid Albert, ** jon honor me witb » 
look irbleh well deaervaa that I ahonld damand aatia- 
fcction of you." 

« And I piomiae to give you the satisfaction of a gentle- 
man if yonr aoheme tona ont as ingeniona aa you aay 
it ia " 

**WeU, then, liaten." 

« I listen." 

** You agrée, do you not^ that obtaiiung a caxxiagQ ia oak 
ctf tbe question 1 " 
" I do." 

" Keither can we procure horaes \ " 
"True." 

" But we migbt procure a cart 1 " 

" Perljaps." 

** Aud a pair of oxen 1 " 
«FkobaUy.'' 

'*Than joa aee, my good tâkm, with « «art and a 
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couple of oxen our business can te managed. The cart mtist 

be tastefully ornamented ; and if you and I dress ourselvea 

as Neapolitan reapers, we may get up a striking tableau, ^ 

aftor the mauner of that spIeudiJ picture by Léopold Robert. 

Il would add greatly to the efifect if the countess would 

join us in the oortoxiie of a peiaaiit ftom Puzzoli or Sonento. 

Our group wonM thBn be qnita eoioplete, mon espedaUj 

as tlM ooonteM û quite beaiilifid «nough to be takan fbr 

fhe («igiiial of <Tbe Mother of tho GhOd."* 

«Well,** sud Fim, <<this tîms^ M. Albert» I am 
bonnd to give you emlit fis baving bit npon a eapitd 
idea.** 

«And qoite a oatlonel one^ too,** lepHed Albert, witb 
gratîfied pride. ** A mere mask boirowed from our vwn, 
fMtinties» Htkf bal Messieurs the Romans; jou tli rigbt 
to make us unbappy stiangen trot at tbe beels of joqi 

processions, like so manj kzzaroni, because no carnages or 
horses arc to be had in your beggptflj ci^. Veiy weU; va 
bave invoiitoil them." 

And hâve jou communioated jour triumphant idea to 

any person 1 " 

**0nly to our host. Upon my retuni hoiue I sent for 
hira and cxj)lained to him my wishes. He assured me * 
that notliing would be easier. I wantcd him to bave the 
horuH of the oxcn gilded, but he told me there would not 
be time, as it would require tbree days to effect thatj 
io you see we must do vithout that litûe superfluity." 

** And wbero is ba now 1 " 

-Wbot» 

«* Our bost" 

<*.QoDs out in searob of our équipage ; by to-monow it 
mlgbt be too late." 

"Tben be ivill be able to gtn us en soisim to* 
ai^f 
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''Oh, I expect hira evory minute." 

At tliia instant tho door opened, and the head of 
ICattre Paatrini appoared. " Pennesso i " ijK^uired hâ. 

"Certiiialy, cc;Lunly !" cried Franz. 

" Now tbcn," aâked Albert, eagerly, " bave you found 
the desired cart and ozen?" 

"BeUer fhu tliftit" np1i«d tbe MaHra FMnni, infth 
the air of a auui pcsfeetily well aatiified with himaelt 

•<Tak0MM^]D7ir<}rtb7hoifk»**Baid Albert; "hetterUtk 
■aie «Mm/ to tMflL" 

"Lel yonT EneUenoiee leave the natter to ma," 
felmned Mait» Plaatriiiî, ia atone mdioadve cl nnibomided 
«elf-confidenoe. 

" But what havû yiHi donet** aakod Franz. 

" Your Excellenciea are aware," responded the lan llord, 
swelling with impoitaaoe^ "that the Count of Monta 
Cristo is living on the eame floor with younelves ! " 

** I should think we did know it,** exclaimed Albert, 
" sîncc it is owing to that drcumstance that we are packed 
into tbese ^^mall rooms like two poor atudents in the baok 
streets of Paris." 

" Well, then, the Count of Mont© Cristo, bearing of tbe 
dilemma in which you are placed, bas f?ent to ofTer you 
seats ni iiis carriage and two places at bis Windows in the 
Palace Rospoli." 

Albert and Franz looked at eacb other. " But do yon 
think,^ asked Albert, " that we ougbt to accupt bucli uil'urs 
ftom a stEangerf* 

«What aortor peraoïilatliIsGoiiiit ol Ifonte Giiitor 
aaked Vnmt of Ma hoet 

** A veiygieat ttoMemaa, Iwt whether Ifalfaie qr SieDiaa 
I OBimot enotly say j but tiua I know» that be le iwbk ta 
a Boigbflae and xioli ta a goldnûiia.'* 

" R aeema to na^** eaid Kani^ epoaWiiif In m miilaitoae 
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to Albert, " that if tliis man merited the high panegyrics 
of oor landloid, be would hjKve conveyad his invitation 
thiough anotlur cbaand, and not pennlttod Ifc 1m 
brought to m in tbù iiaoefeiiionMiai way. He irovld 
bava writfen, or— " 

Ai ibis Inateni tome onelniodndiiâiedoor. **Coiiie 
Inl** tiid E^Rins. A Momat» wearing * liyeij of peenlitr 
ebguioe^ appearad at tbe tbiesbold; and pladog two oaida 
in tbe buidlofd'a baado^ wbo fortbwitb piesented tbem to 
the two yoong mon, bo nid, ** From M. lo Comte de Monta 
Cristo to M. le Vicomte Albert de Morcerf and M. Tr ;iin 
Épinay. M. le Comte de Honte Chsto,** continued the 
servant, " bege theee gentlemen's pemîeâoD to wait npon 
them as their neighbor to>morrow moming, and he desiiea 
to lînow at what tirae thcy wîlî please to reçoive him." 

" ïaith, Franz," whispered Aiber^ " theie is not mucb 
to find faiilt with bere/* 

" Tell tho connt," replied Franz, " that we will do our- 
selves tho pleasure of calling on him." Tbe servant bowed 
and rctired. 

** That Ls what I call an élégant mode of alUck," gftid 
Albert " You wero quite correct in what y ou stated, 
Maître Paatrini The Connt of Monte Cristo ia unquee- 
tionaUj a man of good bieeding." 
'*Tbeii 7011 aooept bis offert " sud tba bost 
**Ùt course we do," replied Albert '*8lSÙ^ I mvsfc own 
I am sonj to be obliged to give up the oart and tbe group 
of leapen ; it wouid bave piodaoed sacb an «SnI I And 
weie ît not for tbe irindows si tbe Maœ lAospoUt bj way 
of leeompense tn tbe losa of oin bssntîM sdhem^ I àm*t 
know btttwbat I sbonld bave beld on by my oiiginsl plan. 
Wbat mj you, Tamt" 

Ob, I agrée with you ; the Windows in tbe Falaee 
Hflipqjî alona desidiwi ma^** 
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Tha meiition of two places in tho Palaco Kospoli had 
lecalled to Fianz'â mind tbe convenation he bad OTethttid 
ihe preoeding mning in the rainB of tb» ColoMomn bd- 
iweon ihjb mysfeerioas nnkiiowii and tbe TnnsfeeTwmn, in 
irKîeh the atranger in tbe doak bad engaged bimself to 
obtaîn tbe fireedom of a eondemned criminal. Now, if tbe 
man witb the doak was, aa eveiything led Fmnz to be» 
lieYe^ the nme aa tbe peraon he had jiut aeen in the Teaftn» 
Aigentino^ he woold clearly xeoognize him ; andthen notb- 
ing would pierent bia aatisfying bU curiositj conceming 
him. Franz passed tbe nigbt in dnaming of tbœe two 
apparitiona and bmging for tbe morrow. Tbe next day 
must clear np eroty doubt ; and unless bis bost of Monte 
Cristo possessed tbe ring of Gyges, and by its power were 
able to rentier hiinsclf invisible, it was vcry certain he 
oonld not escape tbis tirae. Ei^'ht o'clock fourni Franz up 
and dressecî, while Albert, wbo bad not the aanm motives 
for early rising, was still profoundly asleep. Tbe first act 
of Franz was to sammon hm landlord, wbo piesented bim- 
aelf with his accustomed obsequiousness. 

"Pray, M;iîtro Pastrini," asked Franz, "ia not some 
execuLiou appuiiited to Uko place to-day 1 ** 

"Yes, your Eicellency; but if your reason for inqniry 
ia tbat you may procure a window, you aie muob too 
late," 

" Oh, no 1 " anawend Eianz, I had no aneb inftentioii; 
ind eren if I bad teàk a wiah to witneaa tbe apeetaclc^ I 
mi^t baye doue ao fiom Monte Pindo^ could I noi t 

''Obi I thoQ^t yonr Exeellenoy wonld not wiah to 
ann^ with the imbUe, to whom tbat biU ia a aoit of 
m^ural amphithéâtre." 

'*Yeiy pooaibly I may uot go^" anaweied S^nos; <*bnt 
I^Te me some partioolais." 

" What paitiieiibaB woobl yon EBoeUencj like to bear % " 
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nanm, aad dncription of th» d«aih wa lo dia" 

^Tbat happens weUfjoiirEioeZleiiiqrl Oti]7aftwim&- 
iiteB ago they bronght me tlw towfafa»" 

" Whatare they?" 

** Wooden (ablets hung up ai the corners of straefci tha 
OYening before an ezacntion, on which in pastod a papar 

oontaining the names of the condemned peisons, their 
criraes, and mode of punîalimont. The piirposo of tins 
notification is to sumnion the faithful to pray that God 
wiil gmiit to tho culpritâ a sincère repen tance." 

"Andtheso tal)let!5 are bronght tn you tliat you may 
add your pnvyers to thobe of the tieuthful, are thej aaked 
franz, somowhat incredulously. 

"Oh, ilear, no, yuiir Excellency ; I havc an apreemcut 
with the ni an who pastes up the papers, and he hrings 
them to me as he would the play-hills; so that in case 
any penoo tUjing at my botel shonld Uke ta intneM 
an exeontîoni be may obtain trerj requiaite intoiiatioii 
in Beaaon." 

^'Upon my woid» tbal ia moat délicate attentioB on 
your pait^ Maître Festrini,'* cried Fiaii& 

** Wby, your Exoellency," tetunied tbe laadloid, amît 
ing^ '*I tbink I may take apon myaélf to aay that I 
neglect notbiâg to deserve the support and patronage of 
tbe noble visîtors to thie poor botel*' 

"I aee tbat pbiuly enongb, my most exceUent bosl^ 
and you may lely npon my repeating ao striking a proof 
of your attention to your gtipsts whrrever I go. Mean- 
while, oblige me by a '-iL'ht of ono of t])ese tavolettas.** 

"Nothin^ can he eaiiier ihaii to conif'ly \vith your Ex- 
cellenoy'g wkh," said the laïuUonl, openuig tlio door of 
the chamber ; "I )iav(^ caiis-'il oue to be phicod on the 
landing, close by yuur apartments." Then, taking tbe 
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tablet from the wall, he handed it to Fran^ who xomI 
•8 foilûws : — 

nie publie If fnfinnMd tliet <a Wedneidaj, FébraaijSI^ 

beingthe firet day of the Carnivnl, tuo . \ utioTig will take 
place in the Place »1<4 Popolo, by order of the Tribunal de la 
Rota, of two individuals, named Andréa Rondula, and Peppîno, 
othiîrwiàe callcd Kncoa Priori; the former found gidlty of the 
muriler of a veuerable aud exeiuplary priest, named Don César 
Torlini, canoa of the èboidi cf St. Jeea de Letna ; and the 
letteir oonvioted of betng an aiceai&pUee of the atrocioue and eea* 
guinary bandit, Luigi Vampa, and his band. The first-named 
nialffactor will be mazzolnto, Ihe second culi)rit dccapitato. The 
prayerâ of ail charitaMe souLs arc entreateil for ihm& unfortn- 
nate m en, that it may pleure God to awaken them to a sensé of 
their gaflt, end to gnnt them â heatlj end siiiMW lepenteiiee 
loir their erimee." 

This was precisely what Franz had heard tho evening 
beforo in the ruins of the Colosseum. ^'o ptirt of thô 
programme dliFfrod. The liâmes of the coiidenined per- 
sons, their crimes, and mode of punishraent, ail agreed. 
with his previous information. în ail probability, th*'re- 
fore, the Transtovoriau was no other tiian the bandit 
Luij^'i Vaui[)a himself, and the mau bhrouded in the 
niantle " iSinbad the Sailor," who no doubt was stiii 
pursoiiig his phllanthropic undertakings in Rome as ho 
hed abeady doiw et Porto Yecchio and Tunis. Time was 
getting oQy however ; it was nine o'doek, and Fians was 
guijig to awaken Albert» wben to his great astornshment 
ho flaw him eome oat of his ofaamber ftiUj dressed. The 
antidpated deUghts of the GaniiTal had eo ron in Albert*s 
head as to make him leave his piUow sailier thaa his 
fiiend had ei^eoted* 

"Kow, mj exeellent Kaltve BMtrini," said EiaB% 
addnariiig his laiidknl» '*sinM ira aie hoth xeadjy do 
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jou think wo may proceed ai once to Tisit the Coont 
of Monte Cristoî** 

" Most aasuredly," replied he. " Tho Coimt of Monte 
Cristo iij always au early riser ; and I cùji aiiswer for Lis 
baving been up thèse two hours." 

^ Then yoa lêaiUy fhiDk that we thall eommit so impio- 
priflty if ire pty oor feipeoU to him iminMlîatflljt'* 

«Inthatoun, Alberti if youaie Mâdy— '* 

Entiroly iMdy/' «aid Albert. 
** Let os go and thank oor neighbor &r hii oonrte^.** 
■«Cône on." 

Tb» laadlord pnoeded tho frianda acfoaa tha landin^ 

nrhich waa ail that separated them ficom the apartmenti 
of tho ootint, rang at the bell, and upon the door beù^ 
openod bj a servaiit^ aaid, " I Signori Francesi.** 

The domestic bowed respectfuUy and invited them to 
enter. Thcy p-^i^-^tl t)iiough two rooms fiirnished with 
a style ainl luxury ihey haU not oxjK cted to liud uuder 
the roof of Maître Pastrini, and were shown into an élé- 
gant ly-fitted-up salon. The richiist ïurkey carpets rovered 
tlio floor, and tlie soft«st and most invitin^ couches, Oer- 
ffhes^ and sof;is ullereil their high-piled and yielding cush- 
ions to sucli as desired repose or refreshiucnt. Splendid 
paintings by the lirst mac>tcrs werc rauged against the 
walls, intermingled with magnificent trophies of war, 
wbile heavy cartain» of oc^tly tapestrj wora anapeiided 
bofbio tho diffoient doon of tbo voom. ^'If joiur fiioel* 
lenoioo will pleaso to bo ocoto d»** «aid the naii, **I wiU 
lot Momionr tbo Coniit know that you aïo bon." 

And witb thoae woids bo dîsappooiod babind onoof tho 
tapestriod pariièrei, Aa tho doov openod thô aound of • 
(fuda leaohod tho oaia of the young mon, but ma «Imott 
immediately ket, for tho npid oloaing of tbo door moiely 
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•Doirad ùDB xich swell of harmony to entar the nloD. 
Fmm and Albert looked înqmrmglj ai eaeh ofthaiv then 
at tiie gorgeoat finnitm» of tha apaitmant. Ail noomod 
9wm moie splendid on a aeoond TÎaw fhaa it bad at fiiat 
'«Wall," aaid Fiana to Ida fdand, ** what do 70a thiak 
€f aU tfaiaV' 

" Wbj, upon mj aool» mj deaf ùSkm, it atnkea me evr 
naiglilMKr mort eitber be aoma aneoMiftil atockjobber vbo 
baa apeenlated in tha &11 of tbe Spaniah ftindi^ or aome 

prince traTeUing incognito,** 

«Hnab!" rcplied Fnn^ "that ia wbat we àbaU aoon 
diacover, — foi hère he cornes." 

As Franz spoke, he heard the sotind of a door tnming 
on its hinges ; and alraost immediateiy afterwards tlie tap- 
estry was drawn aside, and the owner of ail thèse riches 
stood befor© the two young n.cn. AlVcrt instantly Kwe 
to meet him : 1)iit Franz remamed speli-bound on his 
chair, He wlio eutered was the myaterious visitant to 
the Colosseura, the occupant of the l)ox at the théâtre, 
and the mysteiious host of Alouto Criâtu. 
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CHAPTER V. 

" QwxmMJtms,** eaid Uie Coant of Monte Cristo as Ira en- 
tend, ** I pray y on to ezooee me for Bofiering my Tint to 
1)6 anticipated ; Imi I feeved to distnrb fon by prenenting 
Biyeelf eariier et jour apartmenfce. Beeideiy joa sent me 
wofd you wonld oome to me ; «nd I hâve held myielf at 
jour diaponL'* 

^Fmaz and I hm to thank 70a a thounad timei^ 
MonflîeQr tbe Count," letnined Albert " Tou extrioated 
xm from a great dilenima ; and we were on the point of 
ûrrenting tomo vcry fantaetie v^ele wben jour ûiendly 
invitation reached us." 

" Indeed I " returned the count, motioning the two 
yoiing meii to sit do\vn. " It was tho fault of that 
biockhead Pastrini that T did not soouer assist you in 
your distress. did ru t moîiiiou your embariussment 
to me, who, alone aiid isolatcd a» I am, seek every oppor- 
tunity of niakiug the acquaintance of my neighbors. As 
soon as I learned I could in any way a«sist you, I eagerlj 
eeized the opportuuity of olTering my services.** 

The two yuuiig men bowed. Franz had as yet fouud 
nothiog to say. He bad fonned no pkn of action ; and as 
nothing in tbe oonnt^a manner manifeeied tbe wkb tbal 
be abonld reoogniie bim, be did not know wbetber to 
maka aoj aUnnon to the past» or to irait nntil be bad 
mon piooC Beaide^ altboqgh ama it waa be wbo bad 
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keon in IIm ta llw pnvIoQt evaninc^ lie oonld not be 
equally podtiTe thaï lie -wêb tbe sum he bad aesn al the 
Oolaïawiin HenaolTedythaMfbEe^tolalfbîiigatakBtheir 
oonne wilhoat makmg anj dîieot orerton lo the oomit 
BeÂdei^ ba bad ibia advantaga ufwa biiii,-*be waa maater 
af bîa aaeiat^ irbOe b« bad no boU on Febui^ wbo bad 
Dfltbiiig to eonoaail Howafar, be xesdlTed to kad fbe 
eoiiYersatioii io a aoljecl wbiiib inigbt pomStiLj dear vp 
bia doubtBi 

" Monaieiir tbe Ootmt/' saîd be^ " yen hare offcred us 
places in your cannage, and at yonr wlndoTr» <>f the Rospolî 
Palace. Oan yon tell us wbeie we eau obtain » aight d 
the Place del Popolo 1 " 

" Ah ! " aaid the comit, negligently, looking attentively 
at Morcerf, is theiv nnt somethiog like an exécution upon 
the Place del Popolo 1 " 

"Tes," returned Franz, iinding that the count was 
eoming to the point he wished. i 
Stay, I thiiik 1 told my steward yesterday to attend i 
to this; perhapâ I caii i-ender y ou Ihis slight service also." 
He eztended his hand, and rang the bell thrice. " Did 
yoa erer ooeapy yourself," aaid be to F^nz, " with the 
employmenl of time and tbe meana of aimplifying tbe 
anminoiiing your aarvanta t I bave : wben I ring once, it 
ia for my Wlal ; twtea, tôt my màUr$ ^hétd; tbiioa, for ! 
my atewaid. l^na I do not ivaafce a miniite or a woid. 
Hete be ial" 

A man from forty-flye to fifty yean old enteiad, wbo 
exactly reaembled the smuggler wbo bad introdnoed Frani \ 
into tbe cavern ; but he did not appeai to noogniia bim* 

It was évident he had his oïdem. 

" M. Bertuccio," said the connt, " have yon procnred 
TDe a window looking on the Place del Popolo^ aa I oïdend 
yon yeateiday \ " 
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" Yes, Excelleiicy," returned tho steward ; " but it waa 
very late." 

"Bid I not tell yoa I wiahod for onet" replied tbe 
eotittt» frowning. 

"And yonr ExodlBUcy bas one^ irhioli Bad hm. bt to 
Ftinoe Lobuiieff; Irai I waa oUîgad to pay a buidiad— >** 

<*That win d(H--<that ^ do^ M. Barlaoeio; apaw 
tbeae genilameD ail aaoh domettio anmiigemflntk Ton 
bave tbe irindow ; tbat u soffidank OÎTa oïdaia to tbe 
ooaebman ; and be in readiness on the staiza to oondiuït 
lia to it." The atewaid bowed, and vas about to qnit tbo 
room. " Ah ! " continned tbe ooant, " be good enougli 
to aak Pastrmi if be bas received tbe tavoUtta, and if be 
can send ua an account of the exécution." 

" Therf is no necd to do that," said Franz, taking ont 
bis tablets ; " for I naw the account, and copied it down.** 

*' Very well, you can retire, M. T^'-i-tuccio ; Ict us know 
when brenkfast is ready. Tin - • l;' ntlr-mon," added ho, 
turniur^' tu the two friends, ''wiU^ i truât, do me the honor 
to breakfast witb rae 1 " 

" But, Monsieur tbe Count," said Albert, " we shall 
abuse your kindness." 

" Not at aU ; on the contrary, you wUl give me great 
pleaaine. You wfll, one or tbe otbai of yon, perhaps 
botb, tetom it to me at Paria» IL Bertaooîo^ lay oovcn 
fov tbzea.*' He took Feanifa tablela ont of bia baad. 

" < The public is informed/" be leaâ in tbe laaia tone vritb 

which he would have read a Tiewî*pnp''r, '"t>ifit nn "Weiînc<idfty, 
February 23, hcin^ iho tirst dav of t!i ■ ( ai uival, two executioim 
will take place in the Place dcl i^ipoin, hy order of the Tribunal 
de la Bota, of two individuals, named Andréa Rondola, and 
Pepphio, oChenriae ealled Bocea Priori ; the IbfnMr Ibnnd 
goài^ of tbe nraider of a Teneiable and ezemphoy piieati 
named Don César Todini, eanon of the ohnnb of 8L Jean 



I 



Digitized by Google 



Ul KA&OLATA. 



109 



Tjfltran ; and tho kîtor convicted of being an accoroplice 
of the atrocions and sangiiùiary bandit, Luigi Vampa, and Ins 
band.' Homl * The firat-natutxl maieiactor will be tmuaojato^ 
the Meond colprit iêcapUakK' 

" Yes," continued the count, "it was at first arrange»! 
in this wa) , but I think siuce yestcrdaj some change has 
taken place in the order ui the ceremon^." 

" Roally ! " said Frauz. 

"Tes ; I paesed the evenîng at the Cardinal Rospiglioei's, 
and iheva meation ivbs made of Bomethiiig like a paidon 
în ODA of fbe two mem" 

^ For AodiM Bondob f ** aakad FnDs. 

glanoed ai thetaUetaaa if to racaU thename], for Féppiiu)^ 
eaUad Boooa Mon. Ton an thns deprived of aeeiiig a 
mail gtullotûiod ; bot ibo «mwtoto atiU nmaîtia, whldi ia 
a ynaf eoiiooB punishment when seea fov tbe fifafc time^ 
and eyen the second, whik the otiier, as yoa mnst know, 
îa TQcy simple. The mandaïa nevet Mh, never trembles, 
never strikes thirty times ineflfectually, like the soldier 
who beheaded the Comte de Ch^is, and to whose tender 
mercy Richelieu had doubtlcss "recommcndcd the suffcrer. 
Ah ! " addcd the count, in a contcniptnrms tono, do not 
tell mo of European punisliments ; they are in the inâtuf^, 
or rather the old ago, of cruelty.** 

"ReaUy, Monsieur tlie Count, ' replied Franz, " ono 
wonld think that you had studied the diiîerent tortures 
of ail tha nations of the worlJ.** 

Thcre are, at least, iew that 1 hâve not seen," said the 
count, coldly. 

''And you took pleasure in beholding theee dreadM 
^tootadeat" 

"MjtotaeirfiinaiilifaaltoPOf^iheaaeoiidîadito 
tli» ibiid «axîodty..** 
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«• Ooiliwitf t fbil II a teniUe wmd.* 

'^Wfajaot In liib» cnir giwtaBt lireoeoiapatMm & deai^ 
la it not^ tben, oarioni to atody tbe diffetent mys by whieb 
the soul aod body oaa paii ; and how, aeoordîng to theii 
difEafeni chanustera, tempéraments, and even the différent 
enatoma of their countria% individoAla bear the transition 
from life to de&^ ftom existence to annihilation 1 As 
for myself, I can assure you of oue thing, — the more 
men you sco die, tho casier it brromes to die ; and in 
my opinion, death may bd a torture» but it ia not an 
expiation/' 

" I do not quite unJerstand you," re{»lied Franz; "pray 
explain your meaning, for you excite my curiosity to the 
bighest pit^h." 

" Listen," saiJ the count, and deep liatred mounted to 
his face as the blood would to the face of any other. " If 
a man had by unheard-of and excruciating tortures de- 
•troy^ your &ther, yoor motber, your sriatKafl^*«*in a 
Word, ooa of thoaa bainga who wben tbey an tom from 
yoa laaTo a dcaolatîon, a wonnd thaft nmt dooea , in your 
biaut^ — do yon conaider aolBciant the npaatîon thai 
aooiety gÎTaa you by eauaing Ibe knife of Âo girillotlno 
to paaa betwoen the baae of the ooeipiit and the ttapeaal 
mnaolea of tbe moidarar, and by înffictmg a Uiw aeoôndi^ 
phyaioal pain npon bim wbo baa oanaed yoa yeait of 

nunal aoiforingat* 

''Yes, I know/' said Frani^ ^that human joatioe io 
insufficient to console us. She oan give blood in retnm 
for blood, — that is ail; but you must demand ftom bet 
only what it is in her power to grant." 

" I ^y\\\ put another cise to you," coutinued tho count : 
"that where society, attacked by tho death of a person, 
avpnîres death hy death. But aro tliore not a thousand 
tortures by wbicb a man may be made to suffei witbout 
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•odélîy iddng the letst eogniaiieo of tlMm, or ofcing 
liim «V6II the imnfllcfant meaiu of Tengemoe of whlisli we 
Ikftve Juk spokenl An tho» not crimes for wlùoh 
Impakinaiit of tho Torlo^ tbe aqgsn of the PeEuaiui^ the 
ikihe snd the hnmd of the Iroqnoie Indiani^ wonld be 
inadéquate paniahtnent» aud wUeh neveithelaB aociety, 
indifléient» leavea tmpnniahed ! Answer mi^ do mot theie 
oiines existf 

"Yea," answered Franz; ''and it is to pankh thiem 
tbat daelling is tolerated/' 

"Ah, duelling! ** cried tîio count, — "a pleasant mannor, 
Tîpon my soul, of arriving at your end when that end is 
vengeance I A man has carried otf your mistress ; a man 
bas aeduced your wife ; a man has diâhonored your daugh-- 
tor, — he has rendored the whole life of one who had the 
right to expect frum lltaven that portion of happincss 
God has promised to every one of his créatures an exist- 
tenco of misery aiiJ. infuiiiy ; and y ou think y ou aro 
avenged because you send a l»ali through Llio head, or pass 
a sword through the breast of that man who has plantod 
madîifjffl in yoor biaîn and deepair in yonr heart, — vith- 
oot oonaidering tbat it U often he who oomes oS -vietoriooa 
fiom the strife, dleaied in the ejes of the world, and in a 
manner absolTed hy God t No^ no^" eonttniied Âe oonnt; 
''had I to aTeqge myadi^ it hi not thns I vonld take 
leYeng».'* 

**Tben yon diia|ypiove of dneOi^g; you wonld noi 
fight a dnelf " aaked Albert^ In hia toin, aatoniahad at 

this strange theory. 

**0h, y s î " replied tlip count; "understand me^Iwould 
îifjbA a duel for a tiifle, for an insuit, for a blow ; and the 
aune laadily because, thanks to my skill in ail bodily 
exercises and tho indifférence to danger I havc gradually 
aeqnized, I ahonld be almoet certain to kill my man. Oh» 
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I woold 6ght for sucli a Oftiue; but in leturn for a dioir, 
ptofound, etemal torture, I would gîre back the same, 
were it possible : an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, 

as tho Oricntaliats eay, — our iniistcrs in everytbing ; 
those favored créatures wlio have formed for thamsalTOI a 
life o£ dreams and a paradise of realities.'* 

"But," said Franz to the count, *'witlî tliîs theory, 
whicli ronders yoa at ouce judge and execuiiuiier of your 
own cause, it would bo difficult to adopt a course in which 
you would always avoid falling under tho plt^vor of the 
law. Hatrcd is bliud ; rago carriea you awity ; ai: ! he 
wLû pouis out vengeance riuiii tlie riûk of tasting a biltèr 
draught" 

"Ybb, if he be poor and înexpeikiioed; not if be 1» 
xtoh and skilfiiL Beaidea^ tha woni tbat eould bappen to 
bim irould be tba piinîdimant of which wa hava ahaadj 
spokan, and whieh the phihtnthiopio French BaTolntion 
haa rabstitated toit being tom to pieoea by hone^ or 
bcokan on the wheeL What nattam thîa pnnishiDent, aa 
long aa he ii avengadt On my woid, I aUnoat xcgiet that 
in aU ^babOity this misérable Peppino will not be de- 
eapitatOf as you might bave had an opportunlty then of 
seeing how ahozt a time the poniahnient lasts, and whether 
it ia wozth evan mentioning — but really tbis is a moat 
singulap conversation for the Camival, gentlemen; how 
did it arise 1 Ah, T recolloct ? you asked for a place at 
my window. You .shall have it ; but let us fir?t sit down 
to table, for hcro cornes tho servant to inform us that 
breakfast is ready." As ho spolce, a servant opened one 
of the four doors of tho salon, saying, " Al suo coni' 
mo^/o / " The two jroung men rose and entered the 
break£ast-room. 

DnrinLj tin mo il, which was exccilout, and adii'.irably 
âtiiv&dy krjkiiÂ iùoktàd lepeatedly at Albert» in order U> 
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mnark the impression which lio douhted not bad beou 
made on hini by the words of their cntertaincr ; but 
■wlieiher with bis iisual carelessness lie liad paid but little 
attention to hiin , wbether the explanaiion of the Count of 
Monte Cristo with regard to duelling had satisfied hiui ; or 
vliitliflr tiie «vmtB wMoh Franz knew of bad redoubled for 
hîm alontt fliaelbct of ihe coont^a théories» — he nmaiked 
ihat hiB oompanioii vas not at ail pEEooooapied, bot on the 
oontraij ate like a nan who for the last fbor or firs 
monthfi^had been oondenmed to partal» of Italîan oookoiy, 
— ihai 18, tho wonA in the voild. As for the ooont^ he 
jnst toaohed the dishes; it ooomod as if he faUlled the 
/ daties of an entertainer hy aîtting down with his gaests^ 

andawaited their departum to be served with some strange 
or more délicate food. This brought back to Franz, in 
spite of himself, the recoUection of the terror with which 

the coimt had inspired the Comtesse G f and her firm 

conviction that the man in the opposite box was a 
vampiro. At the end of the breakiast Fianz took ont his 
watch. 

**Well," said tho ronnt, "what are you doînpf ?" 

**Yon must excn^o lis, Monsieur the Count," letumed 
Fianz ; " > ut v^c have stiU muoh to do.*' 

«What inay that bel" 
\Ve have no disguiâes ; and it is abeolutelj necessary 
to procure them." 

^Do soi eoikoem jonimlf abouft that ; we have, I think, 
a privaie xoom in tiie Flaee del Eopolo. I wiU hien wbat- 
ever oostnrnss jon chooae hioaght to us, and jon oan 
diess there." 

'*lft«gr Uie eieeatioat'^ eriedFmns. 

'*Before or aller, as yon please." 

" Opposite the seaffold I * 
The soailold fonas part of fhe fite.** 

TOLi n» 
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"Monsieur the ( « nnt, I have reflected on the matter," 
said Franz. " I tliauk you for your courte^y, bat I sliall 
content myself with accepting a place in your carriage and 
•I your window «t the RoepoU Palace ; and I leave you at 
Uhetty to diapoM of my plaœ ai tho Place del Popolo." 

"But I varu you, you inll loae a veiy eoriona aight," 
fetoined the ooiml 

Yoa wOl lébita it to me^** lepUed Frani; *'aiid tbe 
xaoital fiwn your lipa inll make as graat an impreanon on 
ma aa if I had witneand fL 1 have mon tban once 
intendad wttneaamg an exécution, but I haye neyer been 
able t» make up ru y miud; and you, Âlbevtt** 

" I,** replied tbe vifscount, — "I saw Castoiog exfcuted ; 
but I think I waa latlier intozifiated that day, for I had 
quitted collège the same momtng^ and we had paaaed the 
prevîous niglit at a tavern." 

" Besicles, the fact that you have not done a thing in 
Paris is uo rcaaon for your not doing it abroad ; whou you 
travel, it is to see everything. Think what a ligure you 
will make when you are asked, ' Ilow do lliey exécutai at 
Romel' and you reiily, ' I do not kuow ' I And they say 
that the culjjrit is an infamous scoundrol, who killod with 
a log of wood a worthy caiiou who had hrought him up 
liko his own son. The devil ! whcn a churchman ia killed, 
it ahoold be with a différent weapon than a log, especially 
wliaii 1m haa bebaved like a ikthar. I f you wani to Spatn, 
wonld younot aae tlia btt]l>fi|gbtot Well, supposa it laabnll* 
figbt that w» aie going to aea. BecoUect àia aoeient Bo- 
maaa of tbe Gtieuflyand tha «porta wbara thej kUled thioe 
hnndied liona and a hnndved men. Think of the eightj 
thooaand applandîng apeetaton» the aaga matrona who took 
their danghtera, and the ebanning Vestals who made with 
the tbnmb of their white banda the fatal sign that said, 
<GoiiM^ im idUng I kiU me that mai^aiieady naaily daa^ 
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** 6haU jou go, tben, Albert t " afiked Franz. 
Ma foi / yes. Like yon, I heaitatod, but tha oount'i 

éloquence décides oitî ! '* 

" Let U8 go, tlien," sait! Franz, " since you wish it ; but 
on our way to the Place del Popolo, T wish to paas through 
the Rue du Cours. Is tliis possible, Mouâieur tbo Countt* 

" On foot, yes ; in a carnage^ no 1 * 

" I will go on fi>ot, fchen I '* 

" Is it important tbat you âhould pass through thiâ 
atreetî" 

** Yea, there is something I wish to see." 
WiU, we wfll paM hj tba Bae da Coiin; We will 
MBd Û» cania^ to mût for us on th» Pkeo dél Popolo, 
bjtlM 8tmda del Babniiio, fi>r I «hall be ^ad to paaai mj- 
aelf,tliRnightbeBii6 duConii^ toieeif aomeoidaia Ihure 
giTen bave beau «xeeuted." 

** EzoeDenoj,'' aaid a aerranft^opening the door, " » »aii 
in tfae diMB of a pénitent wishea to apeak to yon." 

" Aby yea I** ntnined the oount ; " I know who he m, 
gentlemen. Will yoaietnmto the salon t Youwiilfindon 
the oentre-tablo some ezoeUent Harana dgan» I will be 
nifcb yoQ diiectlj." 

The young men rose and returnod into the salon, while 
tho cûunt, ngain apologizing, leff hy anothor door. Albert 
wlio "\va8 a greut smokor, and who liad considered it no 
smali sacriiice tn ho deprived of llie cigurs of the Cafû do 
Paris, approached tiie table, and uttered a ciy of joy at 
perceiviug somo véritable puros. 

" Well," asked Fran^ " what do you tiunk of the Count 
of Monte Cristo ] " 

" What do 1 think î " said Albert, ovidently surprised 
at such a question from his companion. " I think that he 
it a deligfatftil Ibûoir, irbo doea tbe bonoia of bis table 
adaiiaUy; wbo baa taKvalled mnch, read nuch, i% lilce 
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Bnititt^ ol the Stoio tchool ; aad nonoTer," added h% 
aending a ▼olnm» of smoke np towaicU the wUing^ **ihii 
hm hM ezoeUent dgus." 

SncK was Albett's opinion of the «onut ; and as Fhmi 
weill knew fhat Albert ]^fiMaed never to foim an opinion 
exœpt upon long reâection, he made noattempt to idianga 
it. But," said be, ** did yon lemadc one ywj siqgQlar 
thingr» 

"Whair 

" How attentivdj be looked at joo." 

"At mer* 
''Tes." 

Albert refleckd. " Ah ! " repîîod he, eîghîiîg, " that is 
not very surprisiog. I have been more thau a year absent 
from Palis, and my clotbes are of a moet antiqnated eut ; 
the coimt takos me for a provincial. Tho first ojiportu- 
nity yoii liavc, undeceive him, I beg, and tell him i am 
notbing of tbo kiud." 

Fmnz smiled ; aa instant after, tbe eonnt «nteiaii * I 
am now qu ite at yonr aarvka» gentlamen," aaid be. ** Thé 
carriage goiug one way to tbe PUmo del Popolo, aad we 
will go aaotber; and if yoa pleeae» by tbe Bue du Coma. 
Take some of tbose offm, IL de MoroerC" 

» Witb aU my beart," letamed Albert ; "tbeae liiHan 
oigua aie borribla. Whea yoa eome to Fuû^ I wiU le- 
turn ail this." 

** I will not lefuse. I intand goiog th cr^^ soon ; and linoe 
you allow ne, I will pay you a visit. Corne; we baTe 
not any time to loee, it is balf*past tvelTiy— let os art 

offr 

Ail tliree dcsconded ; ihc roachman rocoivcd his mastpr*? 
orders, and drove down the Via del Babuino, "^-bilo tLo 
three gentlemen walkod towards the Place d'K?pa:;in' :iiid 
tbe Yia f lattinsy whicb led diieotly betweeu the Fiano. 
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and Rospoli Palaces. Ail Franz's attention was directed 
towaîvlg tlie Windows of the pnlnfo Inst namcd, for he had 
not forgoLLeu the signal agreed upou bctweeu the man in 
the mantle and the Tmnsteveriau peasant. " Which are 
jour wiLi Inwsl" asked he of the couut, with as much in- 
différence ai> iiu could assume. 

" The last thrco," returued he, with a négligence ovi- 
denUy unaffected, — for be ooald not imagine with what 
intmikai fhe qiiMlioii mê put FmoM glaamd rapidij 
towaids tha tfaxee Windows. The «de Windows weie hung 
with yellow damaék, and tbo oenin one with whito dani- 
aak and aied oron. The num in tiie manUe had kept his 
promise to the Tkanstevenaa, and theie eoold now be no 
dottbl thaft he was the oonnt The thiee Windows weie 
stiU imtenanted. Pieptrafeioiis wero makîng on ereiy 
side; ohain weie jilaced, soaffolds were raised, find Win- 
dows weie hnng whh flagSi The masks could not ap- 
peiff^; the carnages could not move aboni nntil the strik- 
ing of the eUick ; but the mosks were visible bahind the 
Windows, the carnages behind ail the gâtes. 

Franz, An>ert, and the count continned to descend the 
Rue du Cours. As thoy approaclied the Place del Popolo 
thf (Tfnvd ht'came more dense, and above the heads of the 
multitude iwo ol)jccts woro visible, — the obelisk, sur- 
mounted by a cross, which marks tho contre of the place ; 
and bcfore the obelisk at the point where the tlm?e streets, 
del Babnino, del Corso, and di Ripetta nieet, tho two up- 
rights of the scaffold, between which glittered the curved 
knife of the mcmdaïa, At the corner of the street they 
mal the eoonf s stewaidi who was ewaiting bis master. 
The wtndow, hiied donbtleaa at an exorbitant pxice, 
whieh the eount had wished to eonoeal licom bis guests, waa 
m the seoond ioor of the gnat palaes^ sîtoated between 
the fine dsl Babidno and the Monte PiiMÛk Itbslongedf 
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as we hâve said, to a emaU dressiDg-roomy opening into 
a bedroom ; and whm the door of oomnmnioation wai 
ûaA, ihe îimatw mm quito alone. On the flhil» iraM 
hàd élégant oortimiM of paii la uef in bln» and irldto 

'*Am jon. Uit tiie eboice of yonr eoftnmaft to ma," iiid 
ÛÈê oonnl to tba two flsendfl^ ^'I hâve had theiê bioQgjht^ 
aa ibey wOl ba the mort wom thia jear ; andtheyan mort 
adtabla^ on Moooiii of tho CDi^Ms M ih^ do Bot ahow tho 
flouz.** 

F^mi baard the woids ol the count bai imperfectly, and 
be perii^pe did net fully appieciate this new attentioD, for 
he was whoUy absorbed by tbe spectacle tbat the Place del 
Popolo prcscntcd, and hy the terriT)le instrunient which at 
that moment was its principal ornament. It was the tirst 
timo Franz had over soen a guillotine, — we say guillotine 
becHiiRP the Roman manda^'a is furmod on almost the samo 
mudei as the Freuch in.struuu-nt ; thekuife, whicb kshaped 
like a crcscent, that cuts with tlie convex eide, falls from 
a Icss hci^'ht, and that ia ail the différence. Two men, 
seated on the muvable piaule ou vvliich the cul prit is laid, 
were ©ating their break&st while waitiiig for the criminal. 
Tbeir repart oonairted apparently of bread and aauaages. 
Ono of them lifted the phnk, took thenet n fliafc of wûu^ 
diank eome «nd tbon paaaed it to lue eomponU». Thew 
two men mno tbe exeoationei^e aaôsbuiti. At thîi nfjtA 
Fnna fait the perspimtion rtut Ibtth npon hîa biow, 

Ibe priaonen^ tmnaported tbe inevioa* orening frou 
the CÛotsd NnoTo to tbe little ebnioh of Senta Maria 
dél Fopolo, bad paaeed tbe nîgbt^ eaoh accompanied 
two prierta, in a cbapel closed hy a grating before whioh 
were two aentinels, relieved at intervaîs. A double line 

carbinecrs, placod on each aide of the door uf tbe chnrclv 
itaohed to the ioa£bld and loimed a aizole leund il^ lia^ 
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ing a path about ten feet wide, and arouud the guillotine 
a space of nearly a liundred feet. Ail tho of the place 
Avaa paved with hiiads of mcu and wonion. Many ^vninen 
held their infauta ou their shoulders, and Ûms ihe chil- 
dren had the beat view. Tbe Monte Piucio seemed a 
▼ait amphithatii» fiUdd with speoteioffr The balconios 
of tba two ehnndiM ât the oomar of tha Bu» M Btbidiio 
«nd the Bue di Bipette were eminmed; the etepe even 
seemed • peacCÎHXilond eea, theft me impelled towaide 
the poilieo; ereij niehe m the mil held ite liying 
ifeetiiew What ihe couiit sud -WBt tnu^— 'the aiMt euri- 
008 qieetaMsIe m U& û ihat of deeth. 

And yet» inetead of the aUeooe whîeh the eokmiiitj of 
the spectacle wodld aeem to demand, a great noiee aroso 
ftom that crowd, — a noise composed of huighter end j oy- 
ons shoute ; it was évident that this exécution was in the 
eyes of the people only the commencement of the Garni- 
val. Suddonîy the tamult ceased as if by magie ; the 
doors of the cluirrh opened. A brotherhood of pénitents 
clôthed from head to l'oot in robes of rrray pnckcloth, with 
hnles for the eves alone, :in>l hoklin'' in their ii nids lie:hted 
tapera, appearcd fir.st ; tlie (.hief marched at the head. Bo- 
hind the peuitcntâ came a man of lofty stature, lie was 
iiaked, with the exception of cloth drawers. at tlie left 
side of which hung a large knife in a slu itli, ii,;ui he bore 
on hia right shoulder a heavy niace. Tlii.s man was the 
executioner. He had, moreover, sandals bound on his feet 
by oofda. Babind the exeentioiier eame, in the oïder ia 
-whieb tbey weie to die, fint Peppiuo, and then Andtee» 
Esch irae eoeompanied by two prieets. Keither had hîa 
eyes handaged. Pepplno walked with a fin» step^ donbl- 
laas awaie of what awaited hîra. Andraa was soppoited 
by two priestSL Eaeh of them kined fiom tîme to time 
the eradfix a eonflttsor held ont to Iheai. At this si^ 
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alone Fraiiz felt his legs treml>îp iimler hira. He looked 
at Albert ; ho was wliite as hi» hliirt, and mechanically 
oast away his cigar, although he had not half smoked it. 
Tlio couiit alone seemed unmovcd, — nuy, luore, a slight 
color seemed atriviog to nse in his palo cheeks. His nos- 
tril dilated Uke that of a wild beast that soento its prey ; 
md bit lipë, half-opened, disoIoMd IiIb irhita teatb, anall 
•ad iharp like tboae of a jaekaL And yek liia hêlbaam 
wvn an expraMÎon of amiling tendemesa^ moh aa Fiani 
had serar before witneased in them; his Uack ejaa w- 
peoîallj iraxB fbll of kindnMB and pîtj. Howerw, ^ 
two colprita adYanced, and as tbej approaohed, theîr &0M 
beeame visible. Peppino was a handsome young man, 
twanty-four or twenty-five yenrs old, bronzed by the sun j 
be carried his head erect, and seemed to sniff (he air to ta* 
certain on whinh side bis liberator would appear. Andréa 
was short and fat ; his visage, marked vrith brutal cruelty, 
did not indicnto ngn ; he raight be thirty. In prison he 
had sufTered his bcard tn i^row ; his head fcll on his shoul- 
der, liis legs hent beneath him, and he seemed to obcy a 
meehanical movement of which lie was unconscious. 

"I thought," said Fr.inz to the count, "that you toid 
me there would be but one exécution." 

**I tohl you the truth," replied he, coldly. 

"However, herc are two culprits." 

** Yes ; but only one of theao two Is aboat to die. The 
oiber bat long yean to live." 

"If ibe pardon is to corne» tbeie is no time to IobOp** 

^ And aee» bere it oomes 1 " said tbe oonni 
• At the moment when Peppino airived at the Ibot of tbe 
moÊtdt^ a pe&itent^ wbo seemed to anive late, foioed bis 
waj tbioQgb tbe sddien^ and adTanoing to the ebief of 
the brotherhood, gave him a Wed paper. The pieidng 
eyeof PsppInobadnotieedaU. Tbe ebiaf took the papeiv 
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wMM il» aad miiiiig lib hanâ, "HeaTen be pniwd! 
■nd hù HoKncM alw ! " aud ho, in a load toImi. "Ban 
il a paidon for one cî the prisonen I " 

"A paidon I" cned tiie p&ople,wîth ono toÎ06^— >"a 
paido&l» 

Atibisei7ijidTCaraÎ8odb]sliead. «Budonforwliomt" 
oied lia. Vtfpjpm nmained brenthigea. 

"A pardon for PH>plno^ called Booea VÉaâ,'* aaid tlia 
principal finar; and ha pasBed the paper to the offieer 
commandiDg Âa eaibinaei^ who nad and lataxnad it 

io him. 

"For Peppinoî" cried Andréa, who seemed aronsed 
from the torpor in which ho had becn plunged. " Why 
for him and not for me ? We ought to die together. I 
was promiscd he shoultl die with me. You have no right 
to put me to death alonc. I will not die alone ! I will 
not ! " And h© broke from the priests, struggling and 
raving like a wild beast, and striving dcsperatoly to hroak 
the oords that bound liis liands. The executii^utjr nuiilo 
a sign, and bis assistautô leaped from tbe âcaiTold aud 
aeized him. 

«•Whatiatiieinattar nith himf'askad Fians of the 
connt, for as ail had hean apokan in the Roman dialect> 
ha had not perlmtly oompiéhanded it 

'*Dojimnotaeet" latamad tha count. "Thîahnman 
aieatiira who ia abont to dia ia ftariona that hia fbUow- 
aoflbnr doea not padah vith him; and wara ha aUa» ha 
vonld mthar tear him to pleoes with hia taath and naîla 
than let him enjoy tha life ha himaalf is about to be de- 
prived of. Oh, man, man I race of crocodiles ! '* ciiad the 
connt^ extwnding his clinched handa towazda tha orowd, 
"I recogniaa you well in that. At ail tîmea yon aia 
worthy of yourselvos ! " 

AU this time Andréa and the two ezecutioneia were 



m THE ooumr or nom gk 



Km 



fitniggling on the groiind ; and he kept exclaimiiig, " He 
ought to die ! he shall die ! I will iiot «lie alone ! " 

" Look, look ! " cried the count, seizing the young mcn's 
hands, — " look ! for on my soul, it is curions. Herc is a 
m&n who had lesigned iiixnself to hia fkte, wlio was going 
to the Mtflbld to die, — lik» a wfntd, it » true, bat 1w 
Tfii abolit to die withoat xenstanoe. Do yoa know wbat 
gave him afafength ; do 70a know wbat eonaoled bim t 
It waa that anothir partook of hia pamabment ; that 
aaother partook of hîa anguiah; tfaat anoiher was to 
die befoie him I Lead two aheep to the hnkheiX two 
ozen to the ikQgbter^botue, and make one of them under> 
stand hîa oompankm "wiïï not die, — the sbeep wiU Ueat 
lor pleaaaie, the ox will bellow with joj. Bat naa,— 
man, whom God created in bis own imaga; maii, npon 
wbom God bas laid bis first, bis snpreroe eommandment, 
to love his neighbor; man, to whom God bas gîvcn a 
voice to express liis thoughts, — wliat is his first cry wlien 
he bears bis fellow-man is savod I Â blaspheniy ! Ilonor 
to maUi this mastorpiece of nature, this kin^ of the créa- 
tion ! ** And the count burst into a laugli, but a terrible 
laugb, that showcd he miist bave suftbrod horribly. 

In the mean tinio tlie struggle continnod, and it was 
dreadful to ■witne»?. Tho i)ooplc ail took part against 
Andréa, and twcnty thousand voices cried, " Kill bim ! 
Kill him 1 " Fiana sprang back ; but the ooant aeized 
hia ann and held him before the window. '^What aie 
yon doisgt " anid he. "Do you pity bim t If jtm heaid 
the oj of 'Ifad dog 1' you woold take your gun, you 
woold nnhentatmgly ahool the poor Heasl» wbo after ail 
wonld be goflty onlj of baving beau bitten hj aaether 
doi^ And yat jon pltj a man who^ withoat being bitten 
bj one of hit noo^ haa yet mordeied hia benefiMtor ; and 
who^ now unaUe to kitt anj <na beoania hia banda ave 
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Mm. Andréa te ib, «rfSrfd, „d there, iu spiu> of hU 

them to get out of the w^i th. almhml twiTto riee. 

dull and heavy so.md was h«ad, ttd th. m» drop^ Uk» 
an 0., wnh h,s face to the ground, «„1 th«l Unitdon, 

Zt. T n ^^"""^ hi. d.«r S 

imfe, «„d with one stroke opened hi, thio.^ mkI noont- 
lag on his stomach, sfcimped violently on it wifli W« ftrt. 
C7 stroke a jot of blood ^rang trom th. wound. 

could 8,„t,-,in l.imsolf no longer, bot eank hJf- 
*»tog into a soat. Albert, witl, his eye,, cIose<l, WO. 
««awg gmpini; the wiuJow-curtAin». The coont M. 
"** «M tnumi-kuit, like the avenging angel. 



Digitized by Google 



124 



TBB OOUNT OP MOBTl CBIBTOt. 



GHAPTEB VI. 

TES CARNITAL AT BOMJS. 

Wbsk IVans teeorered lus aenses, he nv Albert drinkisg 
a 0Bm ai wator, of whieh liîs palenets shoirad hé ttood in 
grait need, and the oonnt aaaammg ht» ocutimia of jm* 
«Z&MMi Ho glaneed mecbankallj towaida the j^aoa. AU 
had dieappeaied, — icafiold, ezeeutioneii^ yiotimei nongbt 
remained but the people, full of noise and excitement. 
The bell of Monte Oitorio^ which sounds only on the 
pope*s deceaae and the opening of the Camival, was ring- 
iog a joyons peal " Well,'' asked he of the oonnt^ ** whafc 
haa then hnpj^oncd ? " 

" Nûtliin j:," replied tho count ; "oiily, as you see, 
the Caniival luu commenoed. Make haate and dress 
jours» 'If.** 

** In rcahty," said Fran^ ** tMi horrible soene haa 
paseed away like a dream." 

** It is indeed nothing but a dieam, — a nightmare tliat 
Las iliaiuibed you." 

** Yes, as to myself ; but the culprit î* 

'<Thaft îa a dieam also. Onlj he haa lemalned adeep» 
whîle joa have awakeiied ; and irho lai0wa whiflh of jon 
18 the moet foitnnatet" 

** Bot PeppinOy— whafc haa heoome of him t ** 

« Pepinno la a lad of aenae vho nnlika moat mon, irho 
■16 finiona if thi^ paae nnnotioeâ, iraa daligbted ta aea 
ihal the geneal attention mm diraeted towaida hia ooo^ 
panion. He pxofited hy thia diattaetian to dip awaj 
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tmoiig ibê «rowd^ wittiont evea thaaldDg tlia wtaGkj 
"pomto who hêà iooompBaied him. Deddedlj, man is an 
tmgHitafiil and egotiatical anîmaL But dra» youiaelf; 
aee, M. de Moxoerf sets you the example.*' 

Albert iraB in &ot dxawîng on the satin trouscrs oyer 
]ûa bkok ttouwn and Tamisbed boots. " Well, Albeit»" 
and Eiani» do you fcci madi indined to Join the imiat 
Oone ; answer frankiy." 

" Ma foi / no,*^ returned Albert. " But I am reallj 
glad to havo seen sucb a sigbt ; and I understand what 
Monsieur tho Cuunt said, — tîiat when you havo once 
habituatcd yoursclf to such a spectacle, it ia the only one 
tbat causes you any émotion." 

" Without reûecting tbat it is the onlj moment in 
whicb you can study characters," said the count. " On 
tbe steps of tho scattold deatli tcars ofl* the miisk thut has 
becii wurn tlirough liie, and the real visage is disclosed. 
It must be ailowcd Andréa was not very bandsome, — tbe 
hideoos scoundiell Corne, dreas yonnelves, gentlemen; 
dteas yonnnlTeaP 

¥im ùàt tbat tt woold be ridieoloiia sot to ûSkfw bla 
two companiona' esample. He aaamned bia ooetoma and 
ftstened on bis maak, wbieb oertainlj waa not peler tban 
hia own iSuei Tbeir toîlet finiahed, âiey deaeended; tbe 
eaniago awaited tbem at tbe door, filled witîb w^kui and 
bouquets. Tbey feU into the line of caniagea^ It ia diffi- 
eolt to finm an idea of tbe perfect change tbat bad t iken 
place. Instevl of the speetaole of gloomy and silent 
deatb, tbe Place del Popolo presented a spectacle of gay 
and noisy reveliy. A crowd of masks flowed in from ail 
eides, escaping from the doors, descendinf^' from the Win- 
dows. From every street and every turn drove carnages 
filled with pierrots, harlequîns, dominos, marchionesses, 
ïiaosteveiians, luugbts,.and peasante^ scieaming, fighting^ 
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gesticulating, whiriing eggs filled with flonr, confetti, 
bouquets, attacking with their sarcasme auti missiles 
fritiids itiid foes, compauiuiiii and strangers, indiscrimi- 
natciy, witbout auy oue takiûg oÛ'ence, or Uoing anytlaug 
else than laugh. 

Ruis tnd Albert wen lîk» mm who to dnf% êmt^ a 
iriolenl Mnow hm fecoune to wiiM^ and wImv m tiiiif 
diink and beoome întoiioated, féal a thidL fifl diawA 
iMlwMn tha paat and tha pieient Th^ aair alwajia^ or 
lafhflr tfacj oontînned to ponaÎTa within themielTea tba 
nflaotion of whaft tliej had wit nc w ed ; but iittia hj lîltia 
il» ganeial azeîtoment gainad npon tlieiB, and tittj IbU 
themselves obliged to take paît in the noÎM and eonfiiiiOB. 
A handfùl cf confetti th&t oana hoin a neighboring car* 
ilage^ and wbich, vhUa it ooTwed Moioetf and bis two 
companiooa with dosi, pricked bîa neck and tliat portion 
of bis face uncovered hj bia mask like a bundred pinAp 
planged bim inio tbe gênerai combat, in which ail tbe 
inasks around hira were eîigaged. He roee in his turn, 
aiid seizing haudfula of conf-ffi, with whicli the carnage 
waa fllled, cast thcm at his ueighbors with ail the force 
and address ho was mastcr of. The strife liad fairlv com- 
menced ; and tlio recollection of what tliey had sef^n lialf 
an bour beforo was gradually effaced frum tho y 'ung 
men*8 roînds, so much were they occui<it;d by the gay aud 
glittering procession they nuw beheld. Ai» fur the Count 
of Monte Crlsto, be had never for au inattnt abown U17 
appeaianoe cf baviug been moved. 

Imagino tba large and splendid Rua dn Coon boidend 
ftom cna end to tbe otber witb lofty palaces, with tbair 
baleoniee hnng with earpets, and thair windowa wilh 
flige; et tbeee baloaniea and windowa tbiaa bnndied 
tboQSind apeelaton»— Bomana» Itdiau^ atiangen fton 
ill paitB of tha woid; the nnited aiiitoenMff of Uili^ 
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mthb^ tad gBuiiit; hawtfy wooMtt vlio^ yiéldiiig fli» 
inioAiw» of the toeiM^ bend mr thi» iMlMiiiaB o» kia 
fnm tiidr windowi md thower down npon <he ptaaiii^ 
CMibgps ûoitfitii, whioli aie Tetamed I17 boaqnate; tha 
air MOM darilMifd with falling confetti and asconding 
flowoi; in tbe atreeli the lively crowd, dreesed ia the 
noat luitaatic costumes, — gigantio eabbagea walk gravelj 
abouty buffaloea' hmd» bellow ftom men's Bhonlders, doga 
walk on thoir hind legs ; in the midet of ail tins a ninsk 
ia lifted, and as in Caîlot'a " Temptation of Saint Anthony," 
a lovely face ia exhibited which we would fiin folîow, but 
from "which we are sopnnited by troops of tieiids, — -tbia 
will give a famt idea ol the Carnîval at Rome. 

At the second tum the count stopped tlie carriage and 
aaked of his conipanions permission to qin't tii( lu, leaving 
the vehicle at tlieir disposai. Franz lùokcd up ; they were 
opposite the Eospoli Palace. At the centre window, tbe 
006 hung witb wbite damaak witb a red cross, was a blue 
domino, benetih which Fiiiii*i itnigiiMilîflin aasUy piodind 
tht hMMttiM GiMk of the (heatm. 

**G«ntlamen,'' nid the ooimt, «pringing ont» *'iihfln 
you uê imâ ùt baing aeton^ lad wiah io beeome «paeto- 
Um of ihîa foene^ joii know yon hâve pbne tl mj iriii- 
dûviL Li the meaii time^ dispoie of mj enaehniMi, mj 
eeniagi^ and mj temate.*' 

We ha¥e forgotten to montioa that the oonnt^e eoaeh* 
man waa attired in a bear-skin exactiy reMmbling Odry*8 
in " Tbe Bear and the Paoha i" and the two IbotaiMi be« 
hind were dressed up os green monkejs, with spring nmaks 
with which they mado grimaces at every one who passod. 

Franz thanked the connt for his attention. As for 
Albert, he was busily occupied thn)wing bouquets at a 
carriage full of Romnn pensants that had lialted nf^?\r him. 
Ua£ortanatdij iot bim, tbe Ime of caniagee moved ou 
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agaiiî, and while he descended towards tbe Place del Popolo, 
the other ascended towards the Palais de Venise. Ah I 
mj âoÊX fallow t " aaid he Tianz ; "you did not aeet" 

'^There, — that wM« fiUed with Bomaa pMWiti.* 

«Ko.» 

Well, I $m ooimaoad tiiey an èhanniiig woniaik*' 
''Hoir unfbztimato yoo wem maaked, AHmEil** MÎd 
Fkns; '*hflie waa «a oppoftmiity of makbg vp for ptal 

dlsappointments/" 

" Oh 1 " replied he, half Itngbing, balf serions ; " I 
bopa (he CSarnival will nol put withont hnoging ne 
•ome compensation." 

But in spite of Albert's hope, the daj posBod Txnmarked 
by any incident, cxcopting meeting two or three tiraes th© 
calèche with tlie Roman pousants. At ono of thèse en- 
countcrs, accidentally or by Albert's intention, bis maek 
fell off. He instantly roso imd cast tbe remainder of the 
bouquets into the carriage. l)uubtless oue of the charming 
vomen Albert had divined beneath their coqueitish dis- 
guise was touched by liis galhiutry, — - for in lier tum, as 
the carriage of tlie two frienJs passcd ber, sbe tbrew a 
bunch of viulctâ intu it. Albert soized it ; aud as Franx 
had no leason to auppoee it was sent to him, he aofferad 
Albert to letaln it Albert plaoed it in hia ImttoiblioUs 
and lihe eaniage went trinmpbantîlj oiu 

*' WéU»" aaid F^ana io him, '^heie la the oomnMMaiiMnl 
of an adventofa.*' 

«langh if 7011 pleaae; I naOy think ao. 80 I wiU 
aol àbandoii thîa bouquet'* 

*'Panlwii/*' ntonied Fiaii% laiii^i^ 
it i- a sign of reoogniftîon.'' 

The jest, howeTer, aoon eppeand to beeoiiM eaaaat — 
lor vhan Albert and Fraoi agaia enomutend the eaahse 
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tvtth tba «otâaàùUf the one who lud tiwm Hie violete 
to Albert clajiped Iwr ImimIb when ahe behéld tlieni in hk 

bntton-hole. 

" Bravo ! biavo ! " said Fnnc ; " things go wonderfnlly. 
Shall I leave you % Perlmps you would ptefior being alone 1 * 

" No," replied he ; "I will not be caught like a fool 
at a first démonstration, by a rendezvoiis iinJer tho clock, 
as thfy say at the opera-balls. If tho tair peasant wishes 
to caiTv matters any farthcr, we shall find lier, or nther 
she wiii tiiid us to-morrow ; tlien slie wiil give xœ sume 
sign, and I sball know whal I bave to do." 

"On my word," said Frauz, "you aro wis© as Nestor and 
prudent as Ulysses ; and your fuir Circemust be very skil- 
£ul or very powerful if she eucceed in changing ) uu mto 
a beast of any kind." 

Albert was rigbt; the &ir imknown bad lesolved, 
doabileaB, to emy the intngae no f^b^r on tbat day ; 
for althoQgh tho young mon mado Bovond mm tani% 
tbej did not again aoe the coXècht^ whieh had tnined up 
on» of tho ndghboitng «tneto. Thon they ratniood to tho 
Boflpoli Pttlafio ; bat tho count and the bine domino had 
also diaappeaxed. Tho two Windows» hnng with yeUow 
ÂmanmSk^ vere stiU occupied by pemona whom piohaUy 
the oount had invited. At tbis moment the same beU 
that had proclaimed tbe opening of the Camival soundod 
tho lotieat. Tlie lUe on the Corso broke tbe line, and 
in a second ail the earriagcs had disapp^red. Franf 
and Albert wcre opposite the Via délie Maratte; tbe 
coachnian, without saying a word, drove up it, passed 
along the Place d'Espagne and tlie liospoli Palace and 
stopped at tbe door of tho h()t(d. Maître Pasti ini camo 
to the door to receive bis guests. Franzs first care 
"was to inquire after the connt, and to express bis re^rret 
that Le Lad not letumed in time to take bim ; bat Paatrini 
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reassurod hira T>y saying that tîio Count of Monte Cristo 
had ordcred a second airriago for himself, and thafc it had 
gone at four o'clock to fetch liiui from tlie RospoH Palace. 
The count liad moreover cliarged hini to oller tlie two 
friends tho key of hh "box at the Argentina. Franz qnes- 
tioucd Albert ILS to liis intentions ; but Albert had great 
projects to put iiito exécution bcfore guinir to tbe théâtre, 
:uiii lUBtead of making any answcr, hô iin^uired il Alaitre 
i'ttijLriui could procure hiiu a tailor. 

" A tailor 1 " said the host ; " and for what t " 

"To laake qb between Bow «id to-monoir two ooilamM 
of Roman pemnta^" leiurned Albert 

Tbe boit ebook bis bead. * To make you two eoetiimei 
between nov sud to-monow t I esk jonr Esœlleiicie»' 
paidon, but tbi» » a demand qnite Fieneb ; for tbe nezt 
week yoa will not 6nd a eingle taUoi wbo would oonaent 
lo ww mx buttona on a waiatooat îf yon paid biia a eiown 
in eacb bntton." 

** Then I mnst give up the idea % " 

** No ; we bave tbem xeedy^made. Leave ail to me ; 
and to-monrow, wlien yon wake, you shall iiod a eoUeetion 
of eostiimea with wLich yoa will be satislied." 

" My dear Albert," said Franz, " leave ail to our host ; 
he bas already pmved himself i'ull ol" resanrces. Let ua 
dine quietly, and afterwardâ go aud aee tbe * Italienne à 
Alger.' " 

"Agreed," retumed Albert; "bnt recoUect, "^îaîtrc Piis- 
trini, that both uiy ftiend and niysoîf attaeh the groatcst 
importmcQ to having to-morrow the costumes wo have 
asked for." 

Tbe host ngain ussured thcoi tbey might rely on binii 
and that their wisbes sbonld be attended to ; iipon wfaidi 
Fïranz and Albert monnted to tbeû apaitmeata» and pco- 
oeeded to diaeacnmber tbamaelTee oC tinir eoitiniea. 



Digitized by Google 



THK CARNIVAL AT BOMB. 



131 



ADMi, M hi «ûok off hk énm, mtM^j ptmemd the 
tNmdi ot triokti ; it wm his dgn ol tooQgidAkm fw ttn 
aianoir. Tbe iwo fnmd» Mt down to fable. Albott 
eould noi lefiun from lemadcing the différence betweea 
the tible of tbe Cknmt of Monte Cristo and tbat of Maître 
Pastrini ; and Fram^ fiotwithsfanding the dislike he eeemed 
to liayo tafcen to the count, was obliged to confeas that the 
advantege was not on Pastrini's eidew During denert the 
servant inquirod at what time thej wished for the carnage. 
Albert and Franz looked at each other, fearing indeed to 
abuse the count's kindnesB. The sf^rvant iinderstood them. 
" Hi3 Kxcellency tlio Coiint of Monte Cristo," he said, 
"bas giveii positive uidors that tbe carnage sbali rcinam 
at tbeir Lordships' orders all the day ; and their Lordsiups 
therefore can use it "witbout fear of indiscrétion." 

They rosolved to profit by tbe count's courtesy, and 
ordered the horses to bc barncssed, whilo they substituted 
an evoning coutume for tbat wbich tbey had on, and ^vLicli 
was somewhat the wozee for the nnmerons combtfa they 
M laftaimd. ThU pitotiiHoii taken» tbey wonfe to thA 
theatie^andiiiafaUedtheiiMelTeem theooont'eboz. Dm» 
ing the fini aot the Comteese Q— > enteved hen. H« 
fint look mm at theleyia wheie she had aeen Hie comit the 
prarioi» eremiiig, ao that ahe perodTod Fianz aad Albert 
In ihe box of the Tuy penon eonôtcnîtig whom ahe hid 
expteeeed so étrange an opinion to Fauu» Heropoirgliaa 
wBs so fizedly diieoted towaida tbem thai Fkani saw it 
wotdd be cruel not to satidy har curiosîty ; and aTailing 
bimself of one of tbe privilegee of tbe spectators of the 
Italian théâtres, wbich consiste in using tbeir boxea ta 
reception-rooms, tbe two friends quitted tbeir box to pay 
tbeir respects to tbe conntess. Scarcely had tbey^ entered 
the loffe when sho motioncd to Franz to assume the ieat 
of hoDor. Albert in hia tom aat behiod. 
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•* Weîl," said sbe, hardly giving Franz time to sit down, 
" it seems you bave notliing bctter to do than lo make the 
acquuiiiianee of this uew Lord Kuthyeu^ and bfiiQ yonazo^ 
the beat frienda iu the world.** % 

^Without being se far advanccd as Lhat, iladaiue tho 
CcmntMfi,'' letoraad Ftanz, " I cannot deny tbat we baye 
ftboMd fak good-natiue ail day." 

"Ail dayl" 

" Yei ; tliia monilvg we bnakflMtodirikh him ; nda 
in hit oaniage ail âaj, and now we htm taken posaenûii 
of bis box." 

<*Toalaiow bim, tbmt'' 

*Y«i^ and no." 

" How Sût" 

** It is a long story." • 

« Relate it to me." 

« It would ftighten you too mnob." 

" Another reason." 

" At least wait until the story has a conclusion." 

" Very welL I prefer complète historiés ; but tell me 
how you made bis ac<^uaintanoe I Did any ona introdaoe 
you to bim 1 " 

"No ; it was he wbo introduced.bimself to ua." 

"Whenî" 

•* L.iùt iiight, after we left you." 

** Through what médium I " ' 
" Tbe very prosaic one of our landlord.* 
" He is fltaying, then, at tbe Mètû dea Londiaa witb 
yottt" 

"Kot enly In the aame bote!» bot on fhe Mine \ 

" What la htt naoïi^ llw of ooane you knov t * 

«The amnt of Monte Oriaio.'* 

«Wbatkindof anime îa tbat! îtienoiaftmilyBaitto^'' 

\ 
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** No, it is the uame of an island he bas puicbaaed." 
"And h© is a countî'* 

**A iuscan couiit." 

** Well, we must put up with that," said the countess, 
who wa.^ Iiciself of one of the oldest familier» of Venice. 

** What sort of a luaii Le 1 " 
**Ask the Vicomte de Morcerf." 

"Tou hMTy M. de Morceif ; I am leferred to you," said 
tbe oomiteni 

''We shodld be rtaef h$atà to please, MadamV* ntomed 
Albor^ " did we not think him delightful ; a friand of ten 
jeats* nfamding could not heve done mofe Ibr ju, ^and 
that with a graoet a ddioaoj, a oonrteej wbidi indîoate 
deady a man of mmsAj,*' 

**Came,'* obaenred the oonnteeB^ anuUng^ Me that 
my Tampire is only some millioiuudny who has taken the 
appearance of Lara iu order to avoid being confoonded 
With M. de Bothaflhild. And yon hâve aeen hevt" 

«Herr' 

** The beautiful Greek of yesterday." 

"No; we hoarl, I think, the somid of hei gusla, bat 

ahe rcmained invisible," 

"Whon you say invisible," iiiterrnptod Albert, *' it is 
only to keep up the mystery : for whorn do you take 
the bine domino at the wiuduw with the whito curtaiiisl** 

"Where was this window with white hangingal^' said 
the countess. 

" At the RospoU Palace." 
The cotmt had three Windows at the Rospoli Palace t" 

^ Tea. Bid you paaa thioagh the Bae du Oonia 1 " 

«Tea.»* 

" WéU» did you zemaik two Windows hnng with yellow 
danaak, and one with white damaak with a led eroaat 
Thote weie tba coanVa windowa." 
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Why, lie must be a nabob 1 Do you kuow wiuA thooe 
thiee Windows were worth î " 

*• Two or three hundred llomaû crowns î " 
"Two or tlircQ thoosand J" 
"The a.-vii I" 

"DoeB bis island produce bim such a revenudi* 

^Ift dO60 not briûg bim a penny." 

««Tliea wlijdld ho paiehaMitt* 

"Forairhim." 

** He 18 as original, fheii t" 

"In ùet," obwrvod Albert^ «à» aoemid to no omm- 
▼hat oooentrio ; won bo at Vm, and a fr«iQontv ci fho 
thoatioai I shoold iay tbat ho iras a malinooi Johtr plogr* 
îng a part, or tbat he vaa apoor doril whom litantoxo had 
fuined, — in fact, tbis moming be mado two or thioo onlf 
wortby of Didier or Anthony." 

At tbis moment a new visiter cnterod, and accoiding to 
cnstom, Fmilz gave up bis seat to bim. Tbis circumstance 
bad moreovcr the elliict of clianging the conversation ; an 
bour afterwards tlio two friends returued to tlieir lioteL 
Maître Pastrini liad aiready set about prociiriug their dis- 
guisos for the morrow ; and be assured tbem tbey would 
be perfectly satisfiod. 

ïho next uioruing, at nine o'clock, the bost entered 
Franz's loom, f«»Iloweil by a tailor, who had eight or ten 
coutumes of Koman poa.sants on his anu , liicy scie c te d 
two exactly alike, and charged tbe tailor to sew on eacb of 
their hato abont twenty yaide of ribboo, and to piooiire 
thom two of thon long ûlkon aashee of différent ookm 
wîth whiofa the lowor oïde» doconle thamaelTeo on ftte 
daya. Albert was Impatient to ne how he lookod ia hia 
new oostame; it wao a jaeket and bneohn o£ blno Telvot» 
fiUc atockingi with Qlookl^ ihon with hnoUei^ and a aîlk 
waiatooet. TMi piotamqiie attire nt bim off to gieat ad» 
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vantage; and wlipn ho Imd bound tho scarf around hîs 
waist, and his hat, placed cnqnettishly on one side, let 
fedl on his shoulder a stT^nm nl iHons, Fr ui/ wrs forced 
to confess that costume 1ms much to do witli tho physical 
snperiority we accord to certain nations. The 'l\irks, who 
used to be so picturesqu© with their long and flowing robea, 
— are thoy not now hideous with their blue frockâ but- 
ton ed up to the cliiii, aiid their red caps, which make 
them look like a bottle of wine with a red seal 1 Franz 
eomplîmented Albert» who looked at himself in the glass 
with an unequÎToeal emile of w&Aeiion. Thaj wn» thiit 
engaged whea tbe Coont of Monte Ciisto «Dtend. 

** Gentlemen,'' eaid he» "elthoogh a oompanion le agie»- 
Mit peifeot fteedom ia aometimee atill mon agneetblew I 
wme to lay tbat to^laj and dniing ^e lemainder of the 
(kadràï, I leave the caitiage entiiely st jour dnponL 
The hoet wOl tell you that I have three or four moiei ao 
that you do not deprhre me in tafcing ii Emploj I 
pmj youy for yonr pleasuro or your biisineBS." 

The young mon wished to deoline» but they oonld find 
no good reason for refusîng an offer which waa so agree- 
able to them. Tho Coimt of Monte Cristo remained a 
qnart*^r of an hour with them, conversing on ail subjocts 
with the greatest ease. Ho was, as v,'(» hatre already saiti, 
well acqitaînted with the litorature of all countries. A 
glance at the wills of his salon proved to Franz and 
Albert that he was a lu ver of pictures. A icvv w ords he 
let fall showed them ho was no stranger t<'> the sciences, 
and he seemod cspecially intereated iu chcmistry. The 
two frienda did not venture to retum to the count the 
breakfrflt he had glven them ; it would have been toc ab- 
aoid to oiiBr him in ezehange for his exoellent table tiie 
TBiy înferior one of Ifaltie PMtrinL They told him io 
ftankly, and he leoelYed their mcnMa with the air of a 
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mnn who appreciated tîieir delîcacy. Albert was charmcd 
with the couiit'â munners, and ho waa only provented frora 
rppntniizinîT him for a véritable gentlciaan by liis scientific 
knuwleUge. The pern)issioii to do what he liked witli the 
carriage pleased him above ail, — fur the fair peasauta had 
appeared in a very élégant carria-i'e tlie preceding evening, 
and Albert was not sorry to b^! upoii an eqiutl footing with 
them. Al iiuii-past one thcy descended ; the coachman and 
footman had put on their livery over their disguises, which 
gave them a more ridicalons appearauce tban ever, and 
vhicli gniied them the applawa of Fnns aod jÛbeii 
Albert had fiutened the &ded baneb of yideta to hîa 
bnttOD-hole. At the fiist aonnd of the bell they haetened 
into (he Bue du Conn by the Via Yittoria. At the aeo- 
ond tam, a baneh of ûeeh violeti^ thiown from a oafriaga 
fiUed with poâfoM^iMt» indicated to Albert that» lîke ht^ 
aelf and hîa tsknà, the peaaanta had ebanged their costume 
alsOj and whetlier it waa the resuit of chance, or whether 
a aîmilar feelîng had possessed botb partiei^ while be had 
taken their costume, they had taken bis. 

Albert placed the fresh bouquet in bis button-bole, but 
he kept the fadod one in bis hand ; and wbcn he again 
met the calèche he raised it expro.ssivt'ly to liis lips, — an 
action which seemod greatly to amuse not only the fair 
lady who had thrown it, but her joyous companions also. 
The day was as gay as the preceding one, perhaps eveu 
more auimated and noiay; they saw the ctmnt for an 
instant at liis window, but when they aç^ain jiassed he 
had disap])earod, It i.s ueedlc^ss to s;iy that the flirtation 
between Albert and tho fair petisant contiuued ail day. 
In the evening, on his return, Franz found a letter ftom 
the embassy, to inicfm htm he voold have the hoBor of 
beîxig leoeived hj hîa Holîaeaa the next day. At eaoh 
pferiona viait he had made to Itome he had aoUdtod and 
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oUuaed làe mme &ror ; «nd îneifced aa mnch hj » idi- 
gious feating as by gmtitade, he was iinwilliiig to quit the 
capital of the Ghziafciaii wodd withoat laying hia napeot- 
fiil homage al tha faat of one of Sainl Petar^a aacoaBaoan^ 
who baa aefc a xaia axampla of ail viitnaa» For thaft day, 
tbao» he waa nol i& a mood to think araoli of tha Camî- 
Yil,— >for In apite of hiacondaaeonnoD and touebiiig kînd- 
neai^ ona caiinot iocUne one'a aelf withont awe bafoie the 
Tenerable and noble old man called Qngofy XVL 

On his retura from the Vatican, Fiaiia carefoUy ayolded 
the Koe da Cours ; he brought a^ay wîth him a treasnre 
of pioaa tboughts, to wbich the mad gaye^ of the Gami- 
Tal would have been profanation. At ten minutes past 
fîvo Albert entered. Ho was at the suramit of joy. The 
paillassine had rcassiiraed her pcasaiit's costuiuo, and as 
she passed she had rnised her maak. She vtm charming. 
Franz conp^tnlated Albert, who received his congratula- 
tiong with the air of a mau conscious they are merited; 
H( iiad rccognized by certain unraistakabîe signs that the 
beautiful imknown belonged to tlic iuistocracy. Ho had 
made iip his mind to wiito to her tho ncxt day. Franz 
remarkcd, whilc he gave thcse détails, that Albert sccmed 
to have aornethiog to aak of Mm, but that he was unwil- 
Uag ta aak ii He iiunaied iipon it^ dedaring belbcahand 
that he ma anj aaarifioe he leqnixad. 

Alhart let hiniaelf he pgoaied jaat aa long as fiiendahip 
nquind^aïul than aTowad to Fzaiu that ha wonld do him 
a gnat Arof bj allowing him to oeoupy the eanlaga aloae 
the nezt daj. Albert attiibuted to Fxaiufa afaaanoe the 
eztnme kfndniwf of the faîr peaaant in laisisg her maak. 
EiMiz woâ of cooiae not aelfish enough to stop Albert in 
the middle of an advcnture that promiscd to prove ao 
agreeable to his curiosity and ao llattanng to his vanity. 
• He UHb aanuad that the oompleto onnaerre of hia friand 
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\?ould doly înform him of ail that happeued; and as 
during two or three years that he liad travelled in Italy 
he Lad fuuod no oppoiiuaity to start such an inlngue on 
liis own accoimt, Franz was by no nieans sorry lo ieara how 
lo ad «m saoh an oocasion. He tharefoie promiaed Albert 
thât he woqld conteot himaélf <m the morrow i>ith witpiw 
ing ihe Omiivel ttom the windowi of the Boepoli Palaee. 

The nezt moraiiig he aaw Albert peie end mptu, He 
beld an enormomi bouquet^ whieh he âoobUett meenl le 
nake the beeier of hie.emoioiie ejnrtle. Thk belkf «es 
ehenged into oerteiuty wheu Fmi» aaw the bouquet (le- 
mukable bj a circle of white oemellias) in the haiid of e 
ehinnmg paUlaumi dressed in i08e<:olored satin. And 
•O when cvening came An)ert was elated, not with joy, 
bat with delirium ; he hed no doabt thel the Mt unknown 
vould reply in the same manner. Franz anticipated hia 
wiahea by telling him that the noise fatigued him, and 
that he should pass the next dajr in whting and kioking 
over his journal, 

Albert was not wrong in his expectations, for the next 
evemng Franz saw him enter shakiug triumphantly a 
folded papor ho held bj one curnai. Weli/* said 
" was I mistakcn î " 

" She has answered you 1 " cried Franz, 

'* Read ! " This word waa pronounccd in a manner 
)apo0giUe to dawribe. Fiant took the lelter, and lead : 

Toeiâ^ evening, at aeven o'dodCi descend from jour aar> 
riagc opposite the Via dei Pontefiri, and folîow the Roman 
peasant who gnatcbes your moccoktto from you. Wheu you 
arrive at the first blap uf the church of San Giacomu, be sure 
to fksten a knot of rose-colored ribbons to the aboulder of jour 
ooatone of foiUhm, in oïder that jon mej be laoognîaed. 
Until thcn you wîll not aee me. 

CosavAXox âJÊù Dscaanov, 
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" Wdl,*' Mkid 1m, wbMi Fnm bid finidied, wlitt do 
joa fhiiik oC «kntt* 

tiimk tbal the «dTeaton k aatoalng * ynrj agrae- 

«hitik m «00^* in»lûd Albert; ''aaà 1 wtBcj 
muoh 6ftff jou witt ga aIoba to the Duo âê Hnomo//* 

Fmtm end Albert, hmî received that inorning an invite» 
tion from tlie celebrated Roman banker. ** Take oare, 
Aibeit/' said Frauz. " Ail the nobiliiy of Borne will be 
présent ; and if yonr fair unkiiown belougi to the bigber 
elaas of socioty, 8he nmst go tliorp." 

" WhetltRr she goes tbeie OC uot^ my opimon ie etill tbe 
aame," returnod Albert 

" You have read the letter î • 

** Yoa knuw how imporfocfclj the women of the middle 
cinàa are educatôd iu itaiy î * 
*' Yes." 

'*Well; read the letter again. Look at the wiiting, 
iad flnd a ftnlt in the koguage or orthography.** Tbe 
wriiing WM in liMt ohiiming^ and the oxthography 
inepfoaohable. 

''Ton MB bom te good fcrtone," MÎd ïna^ m lie 
letamed tbe letter. 

^Langh •» mooà as jon wiO," lepUod Albo^ «I «m 
în love.** 

^ Ton alann me," cried Franz. " I see that I sball nol 
only go alono te the Dne de BnooiaiuiX but also netam 

te Florence alone." 

'* If my unknown be ae amiable as she is beantiful/' 
said Albert, ** 1 shall fix mysolf at Rorao for six weeks at 
least. T adore Rome, and I have alwayg had a gieat taate 
^or arohnology*** 
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" Corne, iwo or thna moie soch AdventurM, and I do 
Bot despaix of aeeing yoa s member of tbe woÊâÊmj/' 

Doubtlett Albert ma abomi to diMsnn soiomlj h» 
to the aisademie ob«ir wben tbej irare infinmed Ibat 
diimer wm nady. AJbertfi love bad nd takon aiwsx 
bis appetite. He baatanad witb Iteus to aeat bîiiiaeU^ 
intending to lesame the diuiuBion after dinnor» Allor 
dinner tbe Coant of Monte Oitato was annoimced. Tbay 
had not seen bîm fur iwo daya. Maître Pastrini informed 
tliem that businew had oalled bim to Civita Yecchia. He 
bad akarted the pienona evening; and bad returaed only 
an bour since. He was cbarming. Whether be kept a 
watcb over bimself, or wbetber accident did not sound 
the acrimonioiis chonls that certain circtimstancee had 
already toucheil, ho was liko overybody clse. This nian 
>va3 an »jni;j;n)a to Franz. Tlie count mn.«t fop] sure ho 
recogiiizt'il him, and yet had nul let fall a smgie word 
tbat indicated be bad seen bini anvwhere. On bis side, 
bowevpr great Franz'î* désire waa to alludo to tlicir former 
interview, the fear of its boing diBagreeable to tho maii 
wiio had luaJcd himaelf and bis friend witb kindnesâ prc- 
vented bim from mentioning it. The oount had leamed 
tbat tbe two frieada bad aent to aacme a box at tbe 
ÂigentiiiA Tbeatie, and weie told thej wen ail let In 
oonseqnenoe^ be bronght tbem tbe laj of bla owd; at 
leaat raob waa tbe appâtent motive of bû Yîait Ftoun 
and Albert made aome diffieulty^ allegiug tbeîr fear of 
dspiîTing bim of it; bot tbe eount nplied tbal aa be 
waa going to tbe Fallî Théâtre» the box at tbe Aigentina 
Théâtre would not be used if tbey did not ooenpj it 
Thie aaaaranoe determined the two frienda to acc^pt ^ 

Fnuis had become by degrees arcnstomed to tbe oount'a 
paleneaai which bad so forcibly stmck bim tbe firat tiroe 
be aaw bioL He oonld not reftain fiom admiring tbe 
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a&fme beauty of his iaatm», th» only delbo^ or ntlm tiM 
poBcipal quaUty q£ wlûeb WM the piUor. VériiiUkk 1i0n> 
of Bjion I Fmna conld aot^ w« wiU nok aay asa him, Imft 
tm fbînk of him «Hbont lepioMniting bis skm hoMl 
oii tiM alMuIdni of Miiiliedt or bonoifth tiw «aqve of 
Lam. HiB foreliead ma sMiked by tiw Ine tiwl liidî* 
«taB tiw oQBttaat pgMMDB of bitttt tiioqglit; li» iMtd 
tboie âflty «yes thaï aoem to penatoàte to Ihe bMit^ 
tbe hanghty «ad diadainful v^pçm lip lhai gîiraa i» tin 
words it utten a peculiar character tiiat ÎDiNBesses them 
oa ihe aiiada of tiMsa to wfaom tiugf aie addrcssed The 
eount was no longer young. He waa at least foity ; and 
yet it was easy to xindcrstand tliat ho was fonned to rule 
the young mon witli whom hn wa-r, nnvr a^sociated. In 
TPality, to complcto hia re&embiance with tho fantaâtic 
ht rof s of the Eiiglish poet, the couut seemed to havo the 
power of fascination. Albert was constantly expatiating 
on their gooil fortune in meeting sucli a man. Frauz was 
less enthiisiastic ; but the oount exerciscd over him aUo 
the ascendency a strong miud alwaj a u,C4uires. He thought 
aeverai tunes of the project the count had of visitiug Paris; 
aad he had no doubt bat that with his eccentric character, 
bit obanwteriatio tuo^ and bia obkMaal Mme, be would 
piodnee a gréai oflboi tiwn. And yo( ba did aoi wiab to 
ba aè Ftaria wbon tbo oonnt waa tbara. 

Tba eremngs paaaed aa eTaiiinsB moetly paaa a* Itdiaii 
Ibaatoea^ tbaft 1% not in listoning to tiia mmo, bol in pay- 
ing Yîaila aad ooaTaïaîng» Tbe Gomtoan O^— wiabad 
to nefÎYt tba «nbjeoi of tiia oonnt, bnt Fnaa aaaoanoad 
ba bad somatbing far newer to tell her ; and in spito of 
Albert's démonstrations of affected modesty, be iafoimod 
the countees of the great event which had preoMopiad 
tbem for Une last three daja. As similar intrigues are not 
naoommon in Italj» if ira may osadit tm^eUen^ tba oonat» 
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ess did not manifest the least iiicredulity, but congratolated 
Albert on liis 8uoc«\s.s. 'J'iioy proniisrd, upon eepRiuting, 
to meet at tlio Duc de Bracciauo's bail, to which ail Kome 
was inviiod. The heroine of the bouquet kcpt ber woid ; 
neither on tbe morrow nor cm tbe day foUowixig did sha 
give AllMit «ny sign of her ezùtenM. 

At Ungth uriTed the Toeaday, the leeb and moet tnmiilt- 
QOUB daj of the GamivaL On Toeeday the theatree open 
at ten o*eloek In the moming^ aa Lent hegina at ei^^t al 
nîghL On Taeedaj ail thoee who thiongh waat of money^ 
time^ or entbmiaani hâve not been to aee the OaniTal 
befoTO, xningle in the gayety, and contribate to the noise 
and excitemenl. From two o'olock tîll five Franz and 
Albert followcd in tbe prooeaaion, excbanging handfttls of 
confetti with the other carriagea and the pedeatrian^ who 
crowded omong the hones* feet and the cacriage-wheeU 
without a single accident, a single dispute, or a î?inpîn fight. 
The fêtes are véritable days of pleasuro to the Italiuns. 
Tîie autlior of this history, who has reaided five or six 
years in Italy, does noL recollect to bave ever seen a cere- 
mony intemipt^d hv ono of those éventa which so ofton 
accompany cekbiatiuns araong ourselvea, Albert was tri- 
umphaiit in liîs costume of paUlaim. A knf*t of myo-colorod 
ribbons fcll fn>ni hië ëhouldcr almost lo tbe j^Tonml. lu 
ordiir that thcrc might be no confusion, Franz wore hia 
peaaant's coetome. 

Aa the day adTanoed, the tumnlt beoame greater. Theie 
waa not on the pavement» In the oarriages, at the -windowa^ 
m ainigle tongue that waa ailent^ e aingle am that did not 
move. It waa a human atonn, eompoaed of a thnnder of 
eriea^ and a haîl of eonfectionerj, flowera» eggi^ onagee^ 
and houqneta, At three o'dock the aound ^ fiiewerici^ 
let off on the Place del Popolo and the Palais de Yeniae, 
heard with difficolty amid the din and oonfoaifliv announeed 
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that tho races were about to begîn. The lacesi like tho 
moccoli, are one of the épisodes pecoliar to tihe last days of 
the OftRiiTBL At the aound of the fiieworka the carnages 
inttently biok» the niik% and ntîrad by the adjaoeni 
atoeete. Ail theee erdationa aie execnted with an moon* 
caivaUe addreaa and mairélknia lapidîfy, wîthout the 
polke înterferiiig in the matter. The pedeetrians langed 
tiiemaehea againat the walla; then the trampUng of honee 
and the elaahii^ of ateel weie heaid. A detaehment of 
oarbîneeia» fifkeen abreast, ^loped up the Bue du Cooie 
in order to clear it for tlie barberû When the detachment 
amyed at the Falaîs de Venise^ aaecond volley of fiieworka 
was discharged, to annonnce that the street was dear. 
Almost instantly, in the midst of a tremendous and gên- 
erai outcry, seven or eight horscs, cxcîted by the sliouts of 
threo hundred thousand spoctators, passcd by like light- 
niûg. ïhen tho Castlo of St. Anir^^lo fircd tliroe cnîmons 
to indicate that Number Threo liad won. liumcdiately, 
Avithout any other signal, tlie carriagos luoved ou, flowing 
on towanls the Corso, down ail the sti-eets, like torrents 
pent up fur a wiiile, which again flow into tlie parent 
river ; and the iiumcuse streain agaiu continued ita 
course between lia two banks of granité. 

A new aoufoe of wjI» and moTemant was added to 
the Giovd. The aèlleia of moecoletH entered on the aoane» 
The m/œeoUf or wtoecoUtH, aie candlea wlûdi vary m aiae 
ftom the paaehal taper to the nuhlight^ and whioh atîmukte 
the aofeo» in the gieat aoene whioh terminatea the Camival 
to two divoM «nteiprisea : (1) to pnaerve their moeeotetH 
alight ; (2) to eztmgaÎBh Âe moecoUiH of othea. The 
moœoietto is like life : man haa foond but one m^s of 
tianamitting it, and that one cornes from God; bot he haa 
discovered a tbonaand means of taking it awaj, althoagh 
the Beril haa aomawhat aided him. The momlUth ia 
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kin<îlo<1 by approaciiing it to a light. But who can de- 
flcriV"^ tho thousaud meaiis of extinguiabiiig the mocco 
letlo i — the gigantic bollows, the monstrous extinguishcra, 
the superhuniau fiins. Ever)' oue }iastcn«d to puEciiaae 
tiiûccoUfti, — Franz and Alhert aœong the rost. 

The m<^bt was rapidly approachiiig ; and aiieaily, at 
the cry of " Moccoli I " repeated by the shrill Toiœs of a 
Uioiuand validera^ (wo or thzee alan bogMi to buca amtmg 
tbi eiowiL It wa» s ngnaL Al titt «ad «C ta miasatm 
fil^tiHNMAnd lightegtittei«i,dflM6DdiBgfinBitiM FOua 
de Vaniaa to the Place dal Popolo^ tsoà moiintang ùfm 
the Fkoe del Popolo to tbe Pahk de Yenlaob ItaMMd 
the llfce of Jeek-o'-katemai It îe imponiUe to Èmm, 
idée of it without hatiiig aeen it Soppoee ail tfaa alan 
hed deaoanded fiom the Aj and min^ed ia a wild denoe 
on the Sue of the earth, — the whole aeoompenied hyete 
that were never heard in any other part of the woild» 
The/oMAmo follows the prince, the TransteveneB the citi- 
sen, evety ooe blowing, extinguishing, relightîng. Hed 
oîd -flohis appenred at this moment, Le would have be<»D 
proclainit'd king of tlio moccoli, and Aqnilo th^ heir- 
presnraptive to tlin throne. Tliis flaming race continued 
for two hûurs ; the iiuo du Cours was light au day ; the 
features of the spectatora on tlio thinî and fourth etories 
were visible. Every five minutes Allxjrt tuok ont his 
■watoh ; at longtli it ]iointcd to seven. The two fnenda 
were iii the Via dui Puutefici. Albert spraiig oui, bearing 
his moccoletto in his hand. Two or three masks strovo to 
knock his wUKCoUtto oot of hia hand ; but Albert» a Ênt- 
nte pogiliat» aent tfaen folling in the afenet, one tftar tiie 
other» and oontinaed hia oomae towaida the ehmli ef 8a& 
Giaeoma The stepa weie oowded with aaaka^ who atmie 
tonatoheftehothec'atiJithea» FnunfitUoirad Albartirifth 
hia «Tia^ and aew him momit the int ifeapk Tirtintly 
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niad[^ WMiDiigffaA wdl'kiiovii oostume of aiisinalB peaaaiit^ 
• n a tel ied liif mocooUUQ fiom him withoat hû offaring any 
wàÊ^Êsm. Fnnswastoofiuroff to bearirhat thejMdd, 
hat witliontdonbt» iiotlmiglKWlii]0 paased, fiir he m« Albert 
dimppeax «m-in-atm with tAie peiMuit giiL • He watohed 
them pass througb the crowd some time^ bot «t langtb be 
lost sight of tbem in the Via Macella Snddenlj the bell 
that gives the signal for the end of the Cttnival sounded, 
and at the same instant ail the moccoletti were extinguitfaed 
as if by enchantmeDt. It seemed as tboogb one ""™^"»— 
blast of the wind ]mà extingniahed every one. Franz 
iuuud hiraeelf in utter darkncss. No sound was audible 
«av© that of the carriages that conveyed the masks home ; 
nothing was visible stu e a few lights that bamed bebilKi 
tiie Windows. ïhe OamiTal was OTor. 
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GHAPTER Vn. 

THB 0ATA00MB8 OF ST. aSSASTIAN. 

Iir hû wkdb Ufe perhap» Fiau bad never ezpeiiBiioed 
10 Aidden an impnanon, ao lapid a tiansition fiom gayetj 
to iadneai aa în thia momaut. It aeemed aa thougb Bohmi 
undfir tha magio Ineath of aome démon of tha nj^t^ had 
anddaiJy Iwen ebangad into « vaat tomlk Bj a chanoc^ 
wbiah added jafc mora to tha intenaity of tha daiknoai^ 
the rnoon, whîoli waa on tlia wana^ would noi ilaa nntil 
eleven o'doek, and the streeta whieh the young man tnir- 
enad were plimged in the (kt pest ohscuri' y The distanoa 
wa« short; and at the ond of ten minutes Uiâ carnage, or 
rather the count's, atopped before the Hôtel de Loudrea. 
Dinnor was Traiting ; but as Albert had told him that hc 
ehould not return so soon, Franz sat down withont him. 
Maître Pastrini, who had beeii accustonied to sep them 
dino togotlior, inquired into tbo cause uf liis absence, aud 
Franz repliod that Albert liatl received on tlio pnn'ious 
eVGuing an invitation wliicb lie had accopted. 'l lie âud- 
den extinction of the inoccoletti^ the darkness which had 
rcplaced the light, and the silence which had succeeded 
the turmoil had left in Franz'e mind a certain dépression 
whioh was not free ttom uneasinees. He theiefore dined 
tiiy aQentl in spite of the oflloioua attention of hia hoet, 
who preaented hîsiaelf two or tfatee tûnea to inqmra if he 

I^aninaohadlowait fbrAlhartaaktaaapoaaibla. He 
oïdirad the eaniage, fhecafon» ton elayan o'oloofc, daaizing 
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Maître P.istriin to inform h\m the moment Albert returned 
to tho hôtel. At eleven o'clock Allx^rt bail not corne back. 
Franz dressed liimself ami went ont, telliiig his host that 
hu wùd going to pa-ss the night at tho Duc de Rracciano's, 
The lioiu^e uf the Duc de Bracciano is ono of the most 
delightfal in Rome ; his lady, one of the last heiieeses of 
the Oolonnas, does its bonors with tho most oonmunmato 
graee, and tillu theii ftte» bave » Eoropean oélebrity. 
Fnas and Alh«rt had broaght to Bone letteza of intro- 
duction to them; and the fixai question on IVaas'a anival 
mâ, wbon ma hia tiaToUing oompanion. TmiM zepliad 
that he had kft him at the moment they weie àbont to 
eztingaiBh the moeooU, and that he had loat aight of him 
in the Vie Maoallo. 

**Theii he has not r<»ti]raed 1 " said the duke. 

" I waited for him tintil thia hour," replied £^eans. 

** And do you know whithev he went 1 " 

" No, not piecisely ; howerer, I think it waa aomething 
very liko an assi!;'iiation." 

"The dovil ! " said tlie duke, "this iâ a bad day, or 
rather a bad night, to be ont late ; i.s it not, Couutess ? " 

Thèse words wore addressed to the Comtesse G , who 

had juât arrived, and waa leaning on the am of M. Tor- 
lonia, the duk<''s brother. 

" 1 think, on tlie contrary, that it is a charming night,** 
replied the counti^s ; "and those who aro here wili cum- 
plain of only one thini?, — its too rapid flight." 

" I am not speakiug," said the duke, with a smile, " of 
the penona ▼ho aie heie. The only danger heie is» — for 
the mon, that of ftlUng in love with you ; and fbf the 
wornen, that of fiûling iU of jealonsy at aeeing you ao 
lorély. I àlliide to thoee who aie ont in the atneta 
of Borne." 

«"Ahl" eaked the oonnteai^ «'who ia ont in the 
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Btreets of Borne at this hour, unleas it be to go k> a 

** Our friend, Albert de Morcerf, Countess, whom T left 
in panait of bis ankuown aboat seven o'clock thiâ even- 
ing," aiid Tnam, **mA wham I Iiam not ieen since.** 

«And dopt yon know when he is t " 

«Notât aU.** 

««Itlieiimedt" 

^' Toa ehoold Boi hm allo^ed bim to go^" aaid ifao 
to I^nxii^ — "yon, who know Borne liettar iliMi b» doM.* 

" Yoa xnigbt as weU bav« tried to stop Nomber Tbree 
of the barberi, who gained the prize îii tlie isoe to-day,** 
nplied Franz; ''and hesides, what could happen to himl" 

«Who oan tell 1 The night is gloomy, «nd the liba 
w yeiy naar the Via Macello." 

Franz felt a shuddor nm through his veins at o"b9cnring 
the feeling of the duke and tlie coimtess so much in uni- 
80Û with his own arixiety. " I informed thom at the hôtel 
that I liad the iionor ol' jtassing the nik'ht h^rp, Duke,* 
Buid FraDz, and desired them to corne aud Inlbrm me of 
hia retuTO." 

" Ah ! " rephwl the duke, " hère, I thùik, ia on« of my 
servants who ia seeking yau." 

The duke was not mistaken ; when he saw Franz the 
servant oame up to bim. "Your ËxceUency," be aaid, 
''the maater of the Hdtel de Londiee bu mdI to let yoa 
faiow fb«t a naa is waîting tcft yw wîth a lettn tram the 
Viooiiite de UoêobA^ 

*< Â Mer ilie linomt t «KidfBiMd 

««AiidwholftheBM&f" 

''Idonotlrnow." 

««irhy dU he not brii« It te ne iMnt* 
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'^TIm menengar did im* êê^J* 
"Aad wheie le tht aaMM^tirt" 

*'He went away m foon as ho aaw me enter the ImU- 

toom to find you." 

«« Ohi " aaid the ooantees to Franz, go with ail speed ! 
Poor yonng man 1 fottspB eone aooidaiit htm happened 

to Mm.** 

"I ■wiîl hasteii," rejilicd Franz. 

'^Bbail you rcturn to give us any mformatiout'* in- 
qoired ihe countess. 

" Yos, if it is tiot any serious affair ; otherwiae I caimot 
answer as to wbat 1 may Jo myself." 

** Be pniflenfe, in any eveiifc," said tiie coimteea. 

" Oh 1 Lie assured of that'* 

Fianz took hie bat and went away in haato^ He had 
aaat awmy hia caniage wiHi ordeia for ii to fetoh him ai 
two o'doèk: foitmiatflij tbe Maae Biaociaiio, wliixsli ia 
en ona aide In tbe Eue du Ooma and en thé otlier in the 
Place das Sainte ApOtrai^ û baidlj tan minutait' ivalk 
ftom ihe HMel de Londrea. Aa he Mae near the hoiaL 
ftau aew * nan In the middle of the atieot He had no 
donht that it waa the meaaanger ftom iJhert. The man 
iras wiapped vqp In a large cloak. He wenft np to liim, 
hot to hia extnme aatonisbment, the man first addressed 
him. "Whet doea jour £scollen(7' want of mel" be 
asked, retreating a atep^ aa if to keep on his guaid. 

** Are not you tbe person wbo brougbt me a letinr»'' m* 
qnired Franz, " froin Miw Vicomte do Morcerf 1 " 

« Your £zooilençy lodgae et Pastnni'a hotal t ** 

" I do." 

" Yonr Ezceilency ia tbe tiavelliQg fomnanion ol the 
Titcouut)" 
«lam.* 

** Yqqx isjLcaikncy 'â namo-^** 
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" Is the Baron i' ranz d'Épinay." 
"Tlica it ia to joui Kxcellancy that this lett«r 10 
addresâod." 

" Is there any aiifWtt f " luc^uired Franz, taking the ^ 
letter ftom him, 

" Y as; y OUI friend at Iciàt liopes so." 

"Corne upstairs ^rith me and I will give it to you." 

** I piefiw waiting hère,** aaid the messenger, with a 

«And whjV 

M Tour ExoeUfliMj wiQ Irnow irli«ii yoa lM¥e x«h1 tb» 

«SliaU I fiad you, thoi, boef' 
« CeitMiily.*' 

Fmns enteied the bQt(>l. On the ttaûcasa he nul Ifattra 

Pàstrinl " Well î " said the landloid 
« WeU, whatt" nsponded Franz. 
" You hâve aeen the man \rho desired (0 sgmk with 70a 

from yoar frîend ? " he asked of Franz. 

"YcR, T have secn hira," hc rcplicd, " and hc h as handed 
this k'ttor to me. Light the candie la my apartment» if 

yon please." 

Tho innkeopor gave orders to a servant to go "bcfore 
Franz with a candie. Tho young man had found Maître 
Pastrini lookiug vary much alarmed, and this liad only 
roade him tho more anxious to rcad Albort'a letter ; and < 
thus he went iustantly towards the waxli^ht, au.i unlL^lded 
the letter. It was written and signed by Albert. Franz 
nad it twiw befoie he oould oompzobend what it contrinnd, 
It wfti thxu eonoeÎTed 

My Vh.Wi i*'i:LLOW, — The niompnt yon hnvp rni"f»ivof^ this, 
have tht; kin liie&s to take fruia my puckeL-bouk, which you 
wili iind m ike sq^iiare drawei ul' the secretary, the letter of 

cndit ; adl yonr own to i% if it he aot •olBoknt. Bon to 



Digitized by Google 



THS OATACOmS OF 8T. SIBASTUN. 151 



Tnrionia, draw froni hiin instantly four thonsand piastres, and 
give them to the bearer. It is urgent tbat I ehould have this 
luone/ withoat delay. I do not say more, relying on you as 
you may rely on me. Yoor Mend, 

Albk 1» Horaw. 
F.8. InowbelkveinltaUaiibtiidittL 

Below tlinso linos wera wnttaii in a «Uange haiid (be 
followiag in IUlian : — 

Se aile mI ddia nattinA le qiiattn> mil» piMtn non mm» 
neUe mie maiii, aHe Mfete il CÔnle ASbvto avià eoiwrto di 
viveie.^ 

Thie aeûond tagnuim explatned «H to Vnm, who aow 
nndetstood ilie objeotîim of the mettengor to eouing up 
înto the apaitment : the etieet wae taftr fbr-him. ^bert» 
then, had faSka into (he bande of the fiunoue obîef of 

banditti in wbose exietence be bad for 80 long a ^e 
fiiaed to belle ve. There was no time to lose. He hastened 
to open tbe secretary, and fonnd the pocket-book in tbe 
diaweT, and in it the letter of crédit. It was for six thou- 
sand piastres in ail ; but of thèse six tbousand Albert had 
already cxpcndocî thrcR thnnsand. As to Franz, he had 
no letter of crédit, as he lived ai Florence, anil liaJ coma 
to Rome to pass only Bevon or eiglit days ; he had brought 
but a hundred louis, and of tliese he Iiad not more than 
fifly left. Thus seven or eight huiidrt'd piastres were 
wanting to them botli to make up the sum that Albert 
ro(|iured. True, li*^ nii^dit in sucb a case rely on the kin«l- 
iicss of M. Torlonia. Ile was thereforo abuut to return 
to the Palace Bracciano without loss of time, wben sud- 

1 If by six in the momlng the four thousand piastre» ans not in mj 
hands, by aeveo o'dock the Vicomte Albert de Morcerf will have oeaaed 
tellfa 
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denly a lumînous idca croesed his adiuL Ho remembered 
the Count of Monte CrUto. Franz was about to ring for 
Maître Pastrini, wlien tlmt worthy prcspntcd hirnself. 
*' My dear sir/' he HÛd hMtilj, "do jou know if the 
count is witliin î ** 

Yes, your ExcelloDoy } be bas tbis moment letumed." 

"l8 ho in bod?" 

" 1 ohould say no.** 

" Thon ring at his door, if you plcase, and req^uost bim 
to be so kiud as to give me an audience.** 

Hiiitre Pastriui did as be was desired, and returning 
five wiitintM afker, be said, " Tbe ooont âwaits your 
ExceUenoy." 

FiMis went tkog the ootridor, end & mmsA hitoodaeed 
liim to the oonat He ynm in a naU oahiBOfc which Fnni 
had not yet eeen, and whieh me niRoimdad whh divana. 
The eonnt eaine towaidt him. Well, whal good irind 
Uowa yon hitber at tfaia hoarl" aaid he; ^ haife ytm 
oome to sup with met It woold he yvrj kind €( yoo." 

"No ; I haTe oome to apeak to yon oi % rttj aeriooa 
mattcr." 

A setioQB matter ! *' mid tbe connt, looking at Aaiia 
witb the eanieakiieaB iiaoal to him; *'aiid what may 

it bol» 

Are we alone î " 

** Yes," replied the count, going to tbe door, and letum- 
ing. FraTîz gave liim Albert's letter. 

*' Read tliat," ho said. 

Tbe count ruad it. " Ab, ali .' " said be. 

" Did you 8©e tbe postscript i " 

*' I did, indeed,*— 

aile ee\ délia matdna le qnfittm mila piastre non sono 
neiie mie niani, alla sstts il Coûte Alberto nvrà o^sato di 
YÎvare* Lciai Yampa. 
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"What do you thiuk of thaï i " inqiiired Fiana. 

" ilavo you the money he demande î " 

** Yes, aÛ but eigbt huodied piastres.** 

Tba eonfe maik hû noietAry, opened ii, and ptiUing 
oui a dnwer fiUed with gold, «dd to Vaaa, ** I hope you 
will not offond me by applying to any one bai mjwtHL'* 

**YiM see, on the contiaiy; I «une to joa fint and 
iiifltantly/' nplifid Fkans, 

«'And l thaak 700; hdp joumalf;" and ha vada a 
dgn to Frans to take vhat he pleaaed. 

" Is it absolutely neoesiaiji theo, to aend tbo money to 
Loigi Yampa ) " asked the 701111g man, kraking fixedlj in 
bis tum at the count. 

**Jadge ffx jonnal^" leplied he; ''the pottsciipt ia 
explicit." 

'* I think that if yon would take tlie tror.lilo of reflect- 
ing, yon ro nid find a way of aimplifying tho joegotiatioiii" 
aaid Franz. 

" îlow so ] " returneil the count, witli surprise. 

"If we were to go together to Liiigi Varupa, I am auro 
be would not refuse you Albert'.s freedom." 

"What influence eau I postib:} liave over a bandit î** 

" ilavo you not just rendered iiim oue of tbos© servioea 
tiiat are ne ver forgotteni " 

«'Whatîathatf'' 
Hava yon nol aand Peppiiio*^ Ufe ! 

"Ahyàh!" 8ûd the ooii&t»"whotold 70a that 1" 

«'Nomatter; Iknowit" 

Tha eoont kait hia hvowa aad nmamad dlaot an 
inatant ''And U I wenfc to aeak Yampa» wonU 70a 
aceompaay met" 

" If my lociety would not be diaagreeable." 
" Be it It is a 1o?b17 lûgbt ; and a wtJk in the 
anbacba of Borna wiU do na Irath good»"* 
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" Shall I take any anus 1 
** For what purpoee !" 
" Any money ! " 

"It û welflea. Wben U the man who laoaghfc liha 

**Ib fhoitnei'' 

^ Ha *waits the aniwer 1" 

**! mtut Ibmb wben ire an goii^ I wiH fnmmoii 

bîm hither." 

" Ib it oaeiesB ; be wonld Dot eome np." 
To your apartments» pwhaps ; bat be will not make 

any difficulty in entering mine.** 

The count went to the window of the apartmcnt that 
lookod on to the street, and whistled in a peculiar mannrr. 
Tho nuiu in the mnntle (juitted tlie vrixW and advanced 
into the centre of tlie street. Sah'te /" suid the coimt, 
in tho same tone iii which hc wouKl havo L'iven an order 
to hïa servant. The messenger oboyed wiiln ut the least 
hésitation, but rather with ahicrity, and mouiiliiig the 
steps of the passage at a bouîid, entored tlio hotol ; five 
seconda afterwards he was at tho door of the cabinet, 
" Ah, it is you, Peppino," said the counk But Peppiuo^ 
instead of answering^ thiew bimaalf on bii knMB, MÙed 
tbe oooni'e bsnd and eovmed witb kiasM. 

"Ab," aaid tho connt, '*you bave tben not fbfgotten 
tbat I Bayod your life; that îa Btrange> for H is a week 
agDl" 

" No, EzoeUenoy ; and nom aball I finget ik^" ntoxned 
Peppino, witb an acoont of pvofbiud gAtitoda. 

"Never! That ia a long tîme; but it is something 
tbat you believe ao. Bise and anawer." Peppino glanced 
anxionaly Fitinz. ** Oh, you may epeak before hia 
ExoeUenoy/' aaid tha ooant| "ba ia one of my fhenda. 
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Ton «Uow tne to give you tbis tiÛef" oontîimed the 
oouDt» in Fvmioli ; ia wmtma xj in oïder to gnn this 
aum's oaiifid«iiee." 

"You can speak befoie me^^aaid Fibiub; ''I am a fàmà 

of the count's." 

" Oood ! " letaned Peppino. *< I am veady to anawer 
anj quaations your Exoellency may address to me." 

"Uow did the Yioomte Albert &il into Luigi'a 

hauds ] " 

" Exccllency, the Frcncbmaii'â cariiage passed aeveial 
times tlio onc in which waa Tezeea**' 

"The chiefs iiustross'i" 

** Yes. Tho Frenchman threw her a bouqnet ; Teresa 
retnrned ii, — with tbe oonaent of the cbief^ who was in 
tbe carnage.'* 

'*What ! " cried Frauz ; *' was Luigi Vampa in the car- 
nage with the Boman peasantsi" 

*'It waa be wbo dzove^ disguised as tbe ooacbmao,'* 
lepUed Peppino. 

««Wéllt'' aaidtheoonnt 
WeU, then, the Franebmaii took off hia maak; Tenaa» 
with the chief a eonaent^ did the aaime. The Fxenobman 
aaked for a randezvona ; Tezeaa gave hîm one^ — only, in- 
atead of Teieea» it waa Beppo who waa on the at^ of 
the ohnich of San Ctiacomo." 

"Whatt" exclaimed Franz, "the peaaant girl who 
snatched hia moccoJdto from him — ** 

" Waa a ]ad o£ lifteen," replied Peppino. " V \\ W waa 
no disgrâce to your frioiid to haye been deceived ; Beppo 
bas taken in plenty of (jthors." 

"And Beppo kd bim outside tbe walkl" aaid tbe 
count. 

" Exactly so ; a carriage was waitini,' at the eud of Via 
Maoallo. Beppo got in, inviting tbe }? reucbman to ibliow 
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lùm, auii be did not wait to be aaked twioe. He gallantly 
oSfved the right-band aant I» Beppo, «nd mà bj bim. 
Beppo told bim btt wu going to tîke hi» to » fini 
iMgiM from EoDM s the IVenehaitii Mnnid hiB ht mM 
follow bim to the end of tbe iroild. Th« taatfthMMi «ml 
vp tha Bm di Bipetta and <mt bj tba Ptaito 8n ?kelo. 
When tb«j w«n two bondMd jM!d» oolndi^ ■• tha I^tiidi- 
nta bMUD» «ooMirhil too fotwaid, Bippo pot bitM of 
pûtotb to bis head ; tbe coacbman puUed up and dîd tha 
aame. At the same tinie four of tba band, who were <xni- 
cealed on the banka of Iba Almo, fonoiinded tbe carnage. 
Tb» Frenchman made aome reeislaiiBaaad Mai^ttraogled 
Beppo ; but he conld not resist five armed men, and waa 
forced to Yi<'M. Thoy made hini j»et ont, walk along the 
banks of the rivor. arvl ihm )»rought hira to Teresa and 
Luigi, whu wexe waitiug for bim in tbe catacomba of 
St Sébastian.** 

" Well," aaid the coiint, tuniing towards Franz, " it 
seems me that tbii is a veiy pretty atoiy. Wbal do 
you aay to iti** 

"Why, that I should thiiik it very amusing," replied 
Franz, if it had concenied auy oue but poor Albert." 

" Aud in truth, if jou bad net £otind me bai%" said 
the ùomAf "it mjght bava piorad a gaUaat a d Ta ntm a 
whioh woold haTo coat jour friand daar; bvl aow, ba 
aamnd. hia atatm will ba obIt aariooa w*iiia«<i |iaiiiiwi ** 

'•And aball wa go and find hîml" inqniied Fmii& 
Oh, deeidedly. Ha ia in a ywj pîfltoiaaqiia plaaa; do 
yoa know tbe oataoomba of 6L flabantiant** 

"I ma never in tham, but I bâTo oftan naolvad to 
Ifiait tliem." 

" Well, here is an opportunity made to your hand, aad 
it would be diffioult to oooInTa a betiab Hava jo« a 
aaaMgat" 
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«No* 

** That is of no conséquence ; I alwajs bave one leadj, 
day aud night" 
"Always ready ? " 

" Yes. I am a very capricious beiiig ; and I sliould tell 
yon that sometimes when I rise, or afber my dinner, or in 
middle of the night, I résolve on starting for aome 
partieokr points and away I go/* Tlie oount niig^ and a 
fixitman appesrad. ''Oïdar oui the oaniage,'' he aaid» 
*'aiid lemove the ptrtob whkh aie in the hoisfeen. Toa 
need nofe awaken the eoachman; Ali inU driva** 

In a moment the nolae of wheda "wtm heaid, and the 
oaniage stopped at the door. The oomift took ont hîa 
wateh. "Half-past twelTe," he aaid. "We mîght stazt 
at five o'clock and be In tîme ; but the delay may cause 
your frîend to pass an uneasy night^ and therefore we had 
better go with ail speed to extricate him from tiie hands 
of the infidelfl. Are yon atill leeolYed to aooompany 
mer 

"Mot© determined than over." 
"Well, tlien, corne along." 

Franz aud the count went downstairs, accompaiiied by 
Peppino. At tl)e door they fouiid the carriage Ali was 
on the ]>ox, in whom Franz recogtiized the dumb «lave of 
the grotto of Moutû Cristo. Fiaiu aud the count got into 
the carriage. Peppino placed biiiisulf beside AIi, and they 
flot off at a xapid pace. Ali had received bis instructions, 
and trant down ihe Bue dn Oonn, croased lèe Campo 
Yaceino, went np the Stiada San Gregorio, and leached 
Ûke gâtes of Sk Sehaatian. Tbere the porter niaed aome 
difSenltiei^ bat the Coont of Honte Gristo piodneed an 
anthority ficom the goremos of Borne to qnît or enter the 
city at anyand ail hon» of the day or nî^t ; the poitoollia 
ma therefine laiaed» the porter had a lonia fbr hîa tronUi^ 
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and tbey went on theîr vfbj. The road whicb the car. 
TÎage now traverscd ^xas the ancient Appian Way, and bor- 
dered with toiubs. From time to timo, hy tho light of 
the mouii, wliicli began to rke, Franz imagined tint he 
aaw a sentinel stand out from the luin, and suddeuly 
retrcat iiito tbe darkucss on a signal from Peppino. A 
short tîme before tbey reached the cirons of Caracalla tbe 
carri,if?o 8to]ipod, Peppino opened tbe door, and the connt 
and l'iaii/ tiiiglited. 

''In ten minutes," said tbe count to bÎB companion, "wo 
•hall aniro Uim* 

He then took Peppîno ande^ gava liim soma ofdar in 
a low Totoe, and Peppino went awa taking with him a 
toTch^ hiooght with them in the eaniage. FiTe minutes 
clipecd» dming whkh Fiana mw the diepheid advanee 
along a nanow path in the mîdst of the inegnkr giomid 
Ibimed hj npheavaU in tbe pldn of Rome, and diiappear 
in tbe midat of the high led hearbage, whîch soomed lik» 
tbe bristhng mane of some enonaona lion. " Now," said 
the eonnt^ " let us foUow bim." Frans and tbe oount in 
tbeir turn then advanced along tbe sanie path, whicb at 
tbe end of a bundred paces led them by a declivity to the 
hottom of n srnall vallc'y. Thej then peioeiyed two men 
converti ng in tho shade. 

"Ought we to advanccî" asked Fianz of tbe coont; 
** or sbould we pause 1 " 

** IM us go on ; Peppino wiU bave wamed tbe aentiy 
of our coming." 

One of thèse two mon was Peppino, aiul tlie other a 
bandit ou the lookout. Franz and tbe count advancedy 
and the bandit «Juted them. 

«Tour ExoeHenoy,'* siîd Peppinc», idcheering the ooanl> 
^if yon will foUow mb, the <^flmng of the catMomht it 
ekie il htoflU** 
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" Go on, then," repiied tlie count. 

They came to an opening behiud a clump of busbfts, 
and 111 the midst of a pilo of rocks by which a man could 
scarcely pasa. Pcppino glidcd tirst into this crevice ; but 
afier advancing a few paces the passage widened. Tbm 
h0 pansed, lighted bis toieb, and tmned round la aee if 
tbey <Muae «Aer bim. Tha eoant flnt mehed a kind of 
* aqiian spaoe, and Fnns fbllowed lûm ekaoly. The paili 
■Koped m a gonfle desoanti and widened as th^ proeeeded; 
•till Fisns and the eoant weie eompeUed toadTaneeetoop- 
Inft and seaioelj àble to prooeed two àbieast Th^ went 
on a hundred and fifty peces thu% aad tben weie stopped 
hj " Who goea there 1 At the same tîme they aair the 
«etfaetion of their torch on the banal of a carbine. 

••A friand!" responded Peppino; àr\d ndvancing alone 
towards the aentry, hc said a few words to him in a low 
tone, and tlien hc, ILke tho firat, saluted the noctomal 
viaitors, makiiiL' a -fii'jn that thcy mi^lit proceed. 

Behind tlif> alinel waa a staircaae with twenty steps. 
Franz and the coimt descended thèse, and found themselves 
in a kind of cross-roads, lomiinjf a btirial-ground. Fivo 
Toadfl diverged like the rays of a star, and the walls, dug 
int 1 iiii'hes in the shapo of coffiiis, ahoM'ed that they wcre 
at Luju m the catacomba. In one of the cavities whose 
ratent it was impossible to détermine some rays of light 
ifeie viaible. Tbeeonnllaidbiabandon Fianx'gaboiilder. 

Woold yen like to aee a camp of bandita in lepoae t " ha 
imiaiied* 

M Certalnly/' iq»lied Fian& 

" Gome with me^ tben. Feppinq^ extingiiîsh the toieh.* 
Péppino obeyed» and Fianx and the connt were aaddenly 
in ntter daikneea; but fifty paoea in ad?anoe of thera thora 
played along the wall some feddxih beama of Ught» ttoze 
TidUe ainoe Peppino bad put oui hia toieb. They ad^ 
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THMed iQently, the ooimt guidÎDg Fntas as îf 1m lad Ht» 
flîngiikr fiienlty of seeiiig In fbe daik. Fnos hiniMl^ 
howmr, diikiogaiched bit way more plainlj in propoitioii 
as be adTBneed towaids tbe mys of ligfal^ wbûh sonrad- 
thfliB as a guide. Tbiea avoadei^ of wbkb tbe middls 
aerrad as a door, gave Ibem paasaga Ibeaa anoados 
opened on one sîdo iato iba oonidor in wbiob waia tba 
ooont and Frani^ and on the other into a large squara 
ehamber entirely surrounded by niches simikr k» thoaa 
of wbicb we bave spoken. In the midst of this cbambar 
were four atones, which had formerly served as an altar, 
as was évident froni the cross which still snrmotinted them. 
A himp, placed at the bi\.so of a pillar, lightcd np with its 
pale and fîickcring flanio tho singular scenp whi* h pn n-nted 
itï?elf to tlio eyos of tho two visitors concealed in the shai l 'w. 
A nian was seated with liif- - Ih >w leaning on the colunui, 
and was reading witL hië Ijuck turned to the arcades, 
throuuh the openings of wliich tho new-comers contem- 
plated him. This was the chief of the bauil, Luigi Vampa. 
Aiotind him and in groupa, according to their fuicy, lying 
in their mantles, or witii tfaair bacfcs agaînsfc a bind of 
atone bancb wbicb went aU anmnd the Goliimbaiiiim, 
waie to be seen twenly brigands or more^ eadi baving bis 
carbîne within reach. At the &rtfaer end, aikal^ aoaioely 
yisîble» and like a shadow, was a santinsi, wbo waa walking 
np and down befors a bind of opening, whiob waa distin- 
gqîsbable only asin that spot tbe darkaess ssemed thîcker. 
When the eoant thooght Fianz had gased suflioisatlj on 
this picturesque tableau, he raised his iinger to his Kpiy to 
wam him to be silent, and ascending the three stops \7hieh 
lad to the corridor of the Coluinl)ariam, entered the chaob 
ber by the centre arcade, and advanced towards Vampa, 
-v^ho was so intcnt on the bonk before him that iie did not 
hear the noise of his fgotsteps. 
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"Who goes thero?" cried tho sentinel, Is^ occupicd, and 
who saw by the lamp'a light a shadow which approached 
his chief. At this sound, Vaiupa rose quickly, drawing 
at the mme moment a pistol from his girdle. In a moment 
ail tlid bandits were on theîr feet, aud twenty curbincs 
wero lovelled at tho coutit. " Well," said he, in a voico 
perfecUy calm, aud no muscle of bis counteiiauce disturbed, 
— ** well, my dear Yâinpa, it appeara to me tbat you le- 
a fÛi&d wilh a gMât deal of oonmony 1 " 

" Gioiud anus 1 " ezolaûued the obief, with an impenk 
tiy« sign of (he haiid^ whik with the other he (ook off hi» 
hat nepectfbUy ; then taimiig to (he emgnlar peraooage 
who had «anaed (hia soene, he aud, *' Tour paidoD, Mon- 
nenr (he Goonti but I wea m fax tcom aspeeting (he himor 
of a TÛit that I did not leoogniae yoa." 

** I( leema tbat youi mmorj ia eqoally ahott in eveij> 
thing, Vampa," said the count, " and (ha( no( only do yon 
ibrget people'g iaoee, but also (be agieeiiieii(o yon make 
with them," 

** What agreements bave I forgotten, Monsieur tbe 

Count 1" inqnirod tbe bandit, with the air of a man 
who baving committed an crror is aiixiuus to rej)air it. 

" Was it not ai^recd," a.sked tbe count, " tbat ii-'t oïdy 
my pcrsou, but aiso tbat of my frienda» abouid be respecbed 
by you ? " 

"And bow havo I broken tbat treaty, your Exeellency î" 
**You bave this evening carried off aud convoyed hithor 
tbe Vicomte Albert de Morccrf. Well," contiuued the 
count, in a tone tbat made Franz shudder, " this young 
gentleman ia one of frimdê ; this yonng gentleman 
lodges in the aenie hôtel as mysclf \ this young gendeaun 
haa been up end down the C6no for eight hou» in my pri- 
Tate carnage, — and yet, I repeat to yoo, yoa bave cairied 
bim off and oonrayed him hither, and»" added âie ooant^ 
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tikbig Utttt ftom bis poeket^ joa hsroMi » MMom 
om hûn, as if ha wwe «n indifioroni penon." 

« Wliy did 7011 not tell me ftU this, — youf ** inqvind 
brigand ehîe^ tnmiiig towaida hk mwa, wbo att la- 
ttaated balbie bis look, **Why bava you axpoaed maibiiB 
to fidlinmy woid towaida a gentleman lika tba ootuif^ wbo 
bas ail our lives in bis banda t By tbe Uood of Chriat t 
if I tbonghi tbat any une of } ou kneur tbai the young 
gentleman was the friand of hU Rxcellency» I wonld Uow 
bis brains out with my own hand ! ** 

" Well,** said the count, turning towarda fnn^ ''I kdd 
you there was sorae mi^take in tliis.** 

" Are you not aloiie î " asked Vampa, with uneasiness. 

" 1 nm "with tlie person to whum this lettcr was ad- 
tlressetl, and wli-ini I desired to prove tliat Luigi Vanj]>a 
was a luau of hi.s word. Conic, ynur Excellency, Ijcre is 
Luigi Varapa, who will hiuiself express to you bis deep 
regret at the inist«ke lie bas committed.** 

Franz appruaclied, the chief advancing several steps to 
meet him, ** Welcome among us, your £xcellency ! " he 
aaid to bîm ; **yon beaid wbat tbe oount Jnal aild, and 
alao my re^dy. Let me add tbat I wotdd not bave aoeh a 
tbing as tbia bappen for tbe four tbooaand piastNa at 
wbiob I bad fized your fHend'aianaom.'* 

"Bnt^" eaid Ftàut, looking round bim imaasHy, " irbeia 
ia tbe TÎacount t I do not aee bîm.** 

^'Notbing baa bappened to bim» I bopef aaid tbe 
oonnt, frowning. 

Tbe pnsoner is there," replied Yampa, pointing to tba 
hollow space in front of vrhich the bandit was on guard ; 
" and I wiîl go niyself and tell him that he is free." The 
chief went tuwanis the place he had pointed out as Albert^s 
]irison, and Franz and the count folio wod him. " What 
is tba pcisonsi' doii^ I ** in^uixed Yampa of tbe aentinei 
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«'Jfo Oiptaiti,'' wpHfld tlM wiitiy, «I do soi 
kaoïr; £or tfae kst hout I faave ool iMaid him itir." 
" OoiM ii^ jour Ezfidknoy,^ ttid Yampa. 
The ooimt and Fnaa ascended seven or eigfai «tepialUv 

the chie^ wbo drew back a boit, and opened s door. Then, 
by tlie gleam of a lamp ômilar to tfaat whieh lij^ted tba 
CoIumbariaiDy Albert was to be seen wrapped up in a 
c1(mJc wbich one of ihe bondito bad lent lûm, Ijing ia 
a comer in profound slumber. 

" Conio ! " said tho count, smilin'^ with his own pecu- 
liar smile, " not sq bad for u nian wibo ÏB U> be ehot at 
eevea o'dofk to-inoirow luorning ! " 

Vampa luoked at Albert with u kiud of admiration ; be 
was not insensible to such a proof of courage. 

" You are right, Monsieur tliû Couut," he said ; " this 
must bc une of your ûicnds," Then, going to Albert, he 
toucbed him on the sboulder, saying^ " WUl your Excel- 
lency please to awakent" 

Albert etEetolwd oui bis anna» ntbbed Us eyelida, and 
opened bis ejesi '*Ab» ab 1 said he, <'is it you, 
Oaptaîn ! Ton shovld bave aUowed me to sleep. I bad 
snob a delig^tlbl dieam : I was daneÎDg tbe gslop at Tov- 

kiDÎa*s witb tiie Comtesse G Then bo dww ftom 

bis poeket bk watob, wbioh be bad kept tbat be migbt 
see bow time sped. 

Half-past one onlj I '* said be. ''Wby tiiederildo 
jon Touso mo at this bourt^ 

•* To tell you that you are free, your Exoellency." 

^'My dear fellow/' replied Albert, with perfect ease 
of min^î, "remember for the future Napoleon's maxim, 
* Never awaken me but for bad nr-ws ; ' if you had lot mo 
ileep on I should bave iinished my galop, and havt> Ik i n 
gratefid to you ail my li£s. So, then» they baye paid my 
lanâom 
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'* NOf joxa Excellency." 
''WeU, theo, how am I freet** 
« Some one to irhum I cm wtim notiiiiig hm eone to 
dttmand jùoJ* 
«< Corne bitheff 

" BmUj I tbat tome om b a moii amiable penon.'* 
llbetfc lûoked lound, and peieetved FtBM, *' What I " 

said he, " b it you, my dear Fna^ wbofla dSTOlion and 
fiiendahip are thus displayed!" 

''No, not I," rc'plied Fnos; "bot our ne^boiv tbe 
Coont of Monte Cnato/' 

"Ah, ah! Monsieur the Cotint,** said Aîlert, gayly, 
and arranging his crav.it and wristbands, " you are n^î^îy 
most kirnl, and I hope you will consider nie as eternally 
obliged to you, — in the first place for the carriagf», and 
in the next for this;** and he put eut his hand to tho 
count, wlio shuddertid as lie gave liis own, but who never^ 
thelcsù did give it, The bandit gazed on thls scène with 
amazemcut ; he uas eviilently accustorued to sco his pris- 
oncrs tremble before him, aud yet here was on© wLoâu 
^y humor was not for a moment altered. As ù>i Franz, 
be waa endianted at tbe way in wbieb Albert bad aoa* 
tained tbe national bonor in tbe p men ce of tbe bandit. 
«* My dear Albert," be and, if yon wiU make baate^ we 
aball yet bave time to flniab tbe nigbt at Todonia'a. 
Ton maj oonclnde ywt inteirapted galopa eo tbat jon 
will owe no ill-will to Signer Loigi* wbo baa indeed 
tbzongbont ibia wbole affiûr aeted like a gentlemaii.'' 

" You are decidedly right ; and we may teach the 
palace by two o'dock. Signor Luigi,'* oontinuod Albert, 
** ia there an j formality to fîilfil befote I take kafe of 
your Excellency r* 

Non^ ta,** nplied tbe bandit} " you aiaaa ûeeas aii;" 



Digitized by Google 



THB CAXAOOMBB QT ST. SIBAjSnAH, 16ff 



" Well, tbeu, a happy and mexrj^ life to you i Corne, 
gentlemen, corne." 

Aiul Albert, fullowed by Franz and tho count, de- 
sceudtxi the sUuroaae, crosaed the square chamber, wbeie 
0tood aU the bandito, bat in band. "Feppino^" aaid tiw 
bôgffiui obie( "^re me the tovoh.'* 

" Whttt an you goiug to do, then % ** inquiied the oomit 
wiU ahoir you the way baek myad^" aaid the cap- 
tain ; '*thaft îa the laaat honor I oan teatiiy to yonr Excelr 
leacy." And takiag the lighted toroh from the banda of 
the heidaman, he pieeeded hia gueets, not aa a aaryant 
wbo perfonna an aêt of dvility, bat like a king who pre- 
oedea amba^adore. On reaching the door he bowed. 
"And now> Monsieur the Count," added he^ ''allow me to 
nepeal my apologies ; and I hope yon will not enteitain 
any raniment at what bas occiirred.'* 

" No, my doar Vampa," roplied the count ; " besides, 
you redeem your errors so politely that one almoat foela 
obliged to you for haviiig committed them." 

" Gentlomen," added tlie chief, turning towards the 
young men, perhaps the oller i^iay not appear very 
tempting to you ; but if you shouid ever fe«î inclined 
tu pay me a second visit, wherever I may be, you shall 
be welcome." 

Fsana and Albert bowed. The count went out first, 
ihan Albert Fnnz panaed for a moment " Has your 
Exoelleucy aiiytbing to aak met*' said Yampa, witfa a 
amile. 

** Y9B, I hav«^** leplied Fianz ; I am coriona to know 
what woik you weie peroaing with ao rnneh attention aa 
we entend!" 

Csesar's'OommentarieB,"' and the bandit ; "îtîamy 
favorite woik*" 

"WeU^anyoneomiAgr' aakedAlbeii 
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««T6i^''i»pli«dFzMi^*'iMnIamr aad he îa liii tam 

TlMjadTaiioed toiliApIaiiL **Ahy yourpudiniPattd 
Albert^ taxmng lound ; " will you alloir mo, Oapliml " 
And li« lîghted liii câgtf «t Ttnpft's tcneli. " Nov, Hou* 
neui the Coun V he êùd, " ]«t ut on with ail the speed 
we may. I am enomioiialj anxiooa to finish mj aighl ift 
the Dac de Bracciano^s.*' 

Tbey found the carnage where they had left ÎL The 
COI ni t said a word in Arabie to Âli, and the horses went 
off at great s])eeJ. It was jnst two o'clock by Albort*3 
watch wbeii the two friouds enUîred into tho danciiig- 
roora, Thrir retum was quite an ovont ; but as they ea- 
tered togetiier, ail uneftsineas on Aibert's aoooimt ceaaed 
instantly. 

" Madame," said the Vicomte de ^lorcerf, ad^ncing to- 
wards the countoss, " yesteiday you were so coiidescending 
os to promise mu a galop ; 1 am rather lato iu claiming 
this gracious promise, bat here la my fhend, whote ohane- 
tor for Teiacity you well know, and he wUl «ra» jfm 
the delay «rose fiom no ftnlt of mine." And M at thia 
moment the miiaîc gave the wandng for the walt^ Albert 
pat hia atm ronnd the waist of the oonnteat» and diiap- 
peered with her in the whid of dancei». In the mean 
while Frani waa oonaidering the aingnlar ahndder that 
had perfaded the Count of Monte Cnato^B frame at tha 
moment when he had beeni in aome aoit^ loieed to give 
hia hand to Albert. 
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CHAPTBR Vni 

THB &ENDEZYOUS. 

AuuÉf S &s( woids to hit friend 4m tb» Ibllowhif omma- 
log oontainod « feqti«et thai h» wonld «seompanj bim to 
vint the oonnt Tn», he Ind ivannlj md «oeigatieillj 

thanked him the pfvrioiit eveniog; bot services tueh as 
be btd rendered ver» worthy af • twviiuld acknowledg- 
ment. Franz, who was attracted hj eonie inviaibU infla- 
«Doe (owards tbe coimt^ in which ténor was ateangely 
mingled, felt an extrême reluctance to permit bis friend 
to be oxposed aîonc to the sîngular fascination whicîi tho 
mysterious count soemed to exercise over him, and there- 
fore made no objection to Allifrt's rt'(|UOst., but at once 
aocompauied him ; tboy wcre ushercd into the salon, and 
£ve minutes latcr the count appeare<l. 

" Monsieur tho Count," said Albert, 1 1 lacing to meet 
him, "permit me to repeat the pour thunks I oflered last 
night, aiid to aîkiurô you that the reniembranc© of ail I 
owe to you will nerer be efiÎEiced from my memory ; 
I ahatt alwaja lemamber tha impoitaat aetriee yoa bave 
lendared mu, aad tbat to you I am indebtad oTaii fia 
mj Ufe.** 

daar nai^bor,'' lapliad the aaanli wttfa a amOa^ 
"jaa aia g gawita yonr ohliytimia to me. Ton 4Fwe laa 
notbing but the eaving of aome twenty tbooaaiid Kfiea ia 
jour teavelHug ezpenaea. Betmit me to oongratulate yoa 
on the aaae and imconawp with wbiob you naigiied ycMi^ 
adf toyoorfttew* 
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" Upon mj Word," said Albert, " I deserve no crédit for 
"wbat I coulil not help : iiaraely, a détermination to take 
everytbiDg as 1 found it, and to lot tlu»sc bandits soe tbiit 
although men get iiito troublcsomo scrapca ail over tbo 
, world, there m no nation but tbe French can smile even 
in the ùm of grim Death biniMlf. AU that, hoirorer, hai 
nothiag to do with mj obligatioi» to yuu ; and I now 
oonw to aak yon whethar in mj own peraon, my fiunily, . 
or oonneotloni^ I «an m any way serve yoo. Hy ftUiery 
tbe Comte de Moroei^ altbougb of Spaniah origin, poa- 
oo w ot oonaideinble influenoe botb ai tbe comt of Fnaoe 
and Madrid, and I nnberitatingl j place tbe best eerfieee of 
myMlf and all to wliom iny life ia dear, at yonr diapoeal." 

"M. de Moroer^" leplied the count, **yoiir offer, ftr 
firom aarpriaing me, is predaely wbat I expected ûroin 
yoa ; and I accept it in tbe same ^pirit of bearty sincet- 
ity with wbicb it is mnAo. I liud already made up my 
mind to ask n ^^reat iavor at jour banda." 

" Wlmt i.s it / " 

" r am wlioUj a stranger to Paris } it ia a dty I baye 
never yet seen." 

"Is it posmblo," exckiraed Albert, "tbat you bave 
reaclicd your pn*s<?ut âge without visiting Paris î I can 
scarccly crédit it." 

*' Ncverthelees, it ia quito tme ; stiU, I agrée with you 
in thinking tbat my prosent ignorance of tbe iiist city in 
Eaiope ia a zepvoaob to me in every way, and oaUa for 
Immédiate oometion. Profaably I abônld bave made tbat 
important jonmey long ago bad I known any one wbo 
oonld introdnoe me into tbat mrld witb wbtob I btre 
no oQiineotion»*' 

"Obi amanlikeyont'eried Albeit 

"Ton are moat kind; but ainee I find In myself no 
otber merit tban tbe ability to oompete as miUionnaim 
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wiUi IL Aguado oar witb M. Bothachfld, and eînoe I do 
not go to Ftois to ejgùoolalbd, thaft tiifling dicqmitaiwe has 
triiUield me» Kow jour oilhr deddes me. Let na aee; 
yoa nndflttaike^ mj dear M. de Motceif" (theae woida 
iren aecompamed a mosfe peculiar amile^ " apon my 
arrivai in Franco, to open to me tbe dooia of tbat &Bhîon> 
àUe worl 1 < f wbich I know no nuoe than a Hoion or • 
native of Cochin China." 

" Oh, that I do, and with iaânite pleastire ! ** uisweied 
Albert ; " and so much the more readily as a letter re- 
ceÎTcd this niorning from ray fîither siimmons me to Pariài 
in conséquence of a treaty for niy alliance (niy dear Franz, 
do uot smile, I bei; of y ou) with a family of high standiiag 
aad oonnected with the very êHte of Parisian societj,** 

"Alliance by marriage ] " said Franz, laughing. 

**Go(M.l Lord, yes!" ans^vcred Albert; "so when you 
rcturu to Taris you wili lind rac scttled down, and per- 
haps &ther of a family. That will agrée well with my 
natoial gxairity, wiU i( nott In any case, Coanty I repeal 
tbat I end mine aie devoted to you, body and aoiiL" 

"I aeoept^" eaîd ibe eount, " for I give you my aolemn 
ammnoe that I only traited an oppcntanity lîice ihe piee- 
eni to leaUie aehemea I hâve long medftatod." 

Enns doabtod not that theae echemea weie the aame oon- 
eerning whieh he had diopped eome woida in the giotto of 
Monte Cristo ; and while the count spoke, the young man 
eloeely ezamined him in the bope of reading in bis face 
some révélation of the plana which drew him to Paris. 
Bat it was very difficult to penetrate to the soul of that 
man, eepeciaîly when he veilcd it with a smile, 

"But tell me now, Count," exclaimed Albert, delighted 
at the idea of having to introduce so distinguishod a per- 
son as Monte Tristo, — "tell me truly whethor you ai-e in 
^aest^ or il Ibis project of visitmg Pans is merely one 
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of thofle cliîmerical and tmcertain things of which we 
make so many in tlie course of our lives, bvit which, 
like n hoiise built on the saud, ifl liable to be blown 
OVer by tlie first puff of winJ ! 

*' I pletlge you my honor," returncd the oount, " that 
I tnean to do ai) I have said ; bnth inclination and posi- 
tive necessity comixil me to visit l\ins." 

*• When. do you propose going thither 1 ** 

"HâTe you made up jour mind when you shall bo 
tliero jouxBélff " 

" Ceitafaily I Iwre, — in a fortnight or tbree veeki^ time ; 
ihai b to ny, n fiwt at 1 oan get thera I 

•'WtSi/* aaîd tho oonot, " I wiH give you thzw montiis ; 
yoa iM I make an ampla allowanœ lor àll délaya a&d 
diffiealtiaa.'' 

«And in ibiee montlui' tîme,** «ûd Albert» «^you wOl 
be at my homet" 

** Shall we make a positive appointment for a partienlar 
day and hour 1 " inquired the connt ; '*only kl me wam 
you that I am desperately puuctual.** 

"The vcry thiugl'' exclaimed Albert j '*ail ezad ap- 
poÎTitiunnt, — that suits me to a dot." 

"So be it, tlxm," rrplifd the count ; and oxtonding his 
hand towardaa caleudar su.spen(l<'(l noar the chimuey-piece, 
lie said, "to-day is the 2l8t of Febniar}'," and drawing 
eut hia watch, aJded, " it is exactly lialf-past ton oVloek. 
Now jiromise nio to remember thU, and expect me ou the 
21st of May aL lialf-past ton lu llic forenoon.*' 

" Capital { exdaimed Albert j " breakfaât will be 
wady." 

<*Wbeie do you Hvef " 

*Foi 37 fine da Helder." 

*B]m yoa baebelo/s apaitmenis theiet I liope my 
«sming will nol put yoa to any ia oBi i f eai ence." 
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''X forid< ÎB my father*! hôtel, bni occupy a paTÎIbn al 
ilie £uib«r mdB àt tbe oonrtjrard, entûrely sepamted fiom 
the main bulding." 

^'Ckxid»" npIiAd ihe ooant» m taking ont Iiis iàblelB^ 
ha wiole down» ^No. 37 Baa da Haldar, 21flt Bfkj» half- 
paafc tan in tlM mondog." " Kow than," eaid ba» letnni- 
ing bis tablets to bis pooket^ " make yourself paileoUjr 
aasy ; tbe band of your timapieoa will not ba more panot- 
ual tban I shall bak" 

" Shall I aae joa agun befina my depaztaia t *' aaked 
Albert. 

" That will be aoooidtng to oucumstancee ; wben do yoa 

get off i" 

" 'f o-momnv evening, at fivp nV]ock." 

"In that caso I miist say a ii 'U to yoii, as T am com- 
pelled to go to Naples, and ahaii not return liithcr before 
Saturday evening or Sunday moming. And you, Mon- 
sieur the Baron," pursued tbe count> addreasmg iranz, 
*' do you also départ to-morrow ? " 

«Yes." 

«To ïranoat" 
NOf to Yanioa ; I ahatt femain in Italy toat anoUior 
jaur or iwo.** • 

*'Tban wa ahall not niaat in Pamt" 

«I ter I ahatt not bava that honor." 

**WaU, aûica wa muât part,*^ aaîd tbe oonnti holding 
oat a band to eaob of the yoang man, '^aUow ma to wiab 
jou hiA)x a safe and ploasant joumey." 

It was tbe fir^t time the band of Fmns bad oome in con- 
tact with that of this mysterious man, and unconscioiisly 
ha ahnddaïad at ita tonoh, for it £elt oold and icy aa that 
of a corpse. 

" Let U8 nndorstand each othor,'* said Albert ; " it is 
agreed,— ia it not 1"— that you are to be in tbe Boa àn ^ 
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H«ilder on ih» 21it cl Hiij, at lialf-pMfc ten in Uie monmig» 

and your word of honor is paased for jmu ponctiialUy ) " 

AU that is settled and aimoged upon lionor/ replied 
tbe ooont; "zelj upon aaeiag me al tho iimo and plaee 

agreed on," 

Tlie young men thon loae^ Ixmod to tho oonu^ and 

quitted the room. 

" Whnt is tho matterî" asked Albert of Franz, when 
they hud rcturned to their own apaitmeuto^ "yoii seem 
more tlian commonly thoiightful." 

"I will coiifess to you, Albert,*' replied Franz, "that I 
ara (leeply puzzlntl to unraveî the real caroer of thia strangc 
couiit ; and liic apj)ointment you liave nrnde to meet liim 
in Taris fills me witli a thousand appréhensions." 

" My dcar lellow,'* exdaimed Albert, " what can tbflie 
poaBÎbly ht in tiial to «cite nneanneast Why, you aie 
madl" 

" Ab you please/' nid Fient ; ** ned or not^ ao it ia.** 
"Liflten to me» Fmni»^ aaid A11)ert; '<aad I am glad of 
tlie oppoitonity to teU jon that I hâve notîoed a marked 
ooldnetf in yonr manner towarda the oonnt^ «ho on the 
other hand haa been aîm|kly perfect in his manner towaide 
na. Have you anything agiàist him t " 
" Possibly." 

** Did yon ever meet him pieTiondy to eoming hither t** 

"Ihave," 

« And wherc 1 " 

" Will vnii promise me not to iepea>t e aiii^ word of 
what i am about to tell youî" 

" I promise." 
" Upon honor î ** 
"T'pon honor.'* 

** Tirât is satisfactory ; listen, then," 

Fiuxiz Lhcu lelated tu hia irieud the hiâtory uf hiii ax.- 
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euTciion to the island of Monte Cristo, and of bis finding a 
party of dmugglers there, witli wliom were two Coreican 
bandits. He dweb with considérable Ibioe and oneigy on 
il» almort iMgual Iwfpitelitj he IuhI noetvwl ftom ih* 
miA, tad the magnifioenoe of his entertainmoit m the 
giolto4)lthe<'ThoiiM&d«iidOiieNighta.'' Heieeouited 
ill the partienla» ol thesappei^ — the heehiéhy the gMie% 
the ânam» tad the nalîtj ; end how et hia ewekniiîog 
thne lemained no ptoof or tiaoe of eU theee event^ asve 
the small yacht aeen in the distant horiaon auling toirwde 
Pocto Yeoehio. Then he deteiled the oontenition ùvttt^ 
heard by him at the Colossenm between the count and 
Yampa, in which tbe ooont had piomieed to obtaîn the le- 
leaae of the bandit Peppino, — an engagement which as our 
readers are aware, ]w raost faitlifoîlj fullilled. At îast be 
arrivrcl at the adventure of the precedinj; night, and the 
embarrassiuent in which he fomid himself placed by not 
having six hundred or seven hundred piastres, and his 
idoa of applying to tho count, — au idea which had led 
to rosults so picturesquô and ôati.sfactory. 

Albert listened with the most profound attention. 
**WeU,"" said he, when Franz liu«i concluded, " what do 
you find to object to in ail you bave related 1 The count 
ie fond of traTolliog, and being rich posseeses a veesel of 
hii oiWQ. Go to Povtemoiiih or Soothampton, and yoa 
wiil flnd the harbois orowded with the yachte helouging to 
wealthy Ei^ishmen who heve the okine iœj» To htve 
aiesting-idaoeinhiitmTéb; to eeoape the Mghtfhl oook- 
ing whiûh h«B poisoned ua» — me fat four monthe, joa ht 
fom yean ; to miâ lyîng on theee abomînehle hede on 
which no one can sleep, — ho fumisbes a place at Monte 
Cristo. Then, when his place is furnished he fears that 
ihtd Toaoan Government wiU drive him away, and that bis 
tzpenne wiU be hiat money; he thenln» boys the island 
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and takee îts namc. Just ask youisel^ my good fellow, 
whether there arc ii )t maiiy persons of our acquRintanee 
who assume tho nain s of lands aud propertios tàey &evex 
in their lives were master of.** 

*' But," said Franas, liaw do you acccjunt for the cir- 
cumstanco of the CoxBican bandits being among tbe crew 
of Lis vossel î " 

*' Weli, what iâ tbere surprUing m thaL » Nobody 
knows better tban yourself tbat the bandits of Corsica are 
net rogaea or thievee, but porely and aimply fugitires 
driven 1^ lome Tendotta ftom tbeîr attÎTe towo or -village, 
and that iheir fellowahip ihtoItm ao dûignoe or stigma; 
for my own part I protest that ahoold I OTer Tint Covrioa» 
my fiift vin^ ore «yen I pnaented mytelf to the gOTemor 
or prefect» shonld be to the bandits of Colomba, if I oonld 
only managB to meet them. I find them efaanning." 

"StUl," pemisted Fnn^ "I suppose yoa inSl aUow 
that aaeh men as Yampa and bis band are vîllains who 
haye no other motive than plunder wben tbey seias jour 
psooii. How do you explmîn the inHnenoe of the ooaot 
over thoee ruffians î" 

" My good frii'n?i, as in ail probability T owc niy présent 
safety to that infliusnce, it \v<miUî ill heccmie nie to search 
too closely into its .source. 1 licrcfure, instead of condemn- 
ing hirn for hîs intiiuacy with outlaws, you must gîve 
lue leavo to excuse auy little iiregulanty there may bo in 
such a connection, — not altogetlier for preservinf^ my life, 
f(ir uiy own idea was that it ncvor was iu luuch dau^jer ; 
but eortaiuly for saviug mu fuur tbousand piastres, which, 
being tranalated, means noither moie nor less tban twenty- 
fbnr thoosand ËTies of our money, — a snm ai which, moit 
sasimdly, I shonld never hâve heen estioiated in fbcanee ; 
piOTing most indispotably,** added Albert» with a bqght 
«that no propbfll is honoied in his own oonntiy*'* 
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tiy k the oonnt ; wbat le his native tongae; wlut ne bis 
hmmis of flxiatonco ; whanoe does lie dérive hia imtneiue 
tonne ; ▼bat were tfaoee évente of lue eaily life — a life 
ae tnarveUone aa nnknown — that bave tinetaied hia aue^ 
ceeding years with ao daik and g^oomj a miaantbropy t 
Certainly theae aie qoeetiona that in youz place I ahoold 
like to bave answered." 

" My dear Franz," replîed Albert, " whon iipon receîpt 
of my letter you found the uecessity of asking the count's 
assistance, you promptly went to him, saying, * My friend 
Albert de Morcerf Ls in danger; help me to deliver liim.' 
WaB Qot that nearly wlmt joa saidt" 

«It was." 

"Well, tlî'en, did ho ask you, ' Who is ^[. Albert de 
Morcorf; how does hc come by his namo, hi» iurtunej 
what are his meaua of existence ; what is his birth-place ; 
of what country is he a native 1 Tell me, did be put ail 
thèse queationa to yonf* 

''I eonfeaa he aaked me none." 

"Ko; he menly oame and fteed me from the handa of 
M. Yampa^ irheie^ I ean aaniie fou, ta apite of ail my 
appeanmoe of ease and oneoneeDi, I did not veiy partSca* 
haàj oaie to rsmain, Kow then, Fian^ irhen in ntnni 
fitt aervioea ao prompUy and onheaitatingly rendeied, he 
tint aaka me to do for him what is done daily Ibt any 
Roaoan pnnee or Italian noble who may pass fhiough 
— meiely to introduce him into aodety, — wonld 
yoa have me zefuse) My good fellow» yoa miiat bave loat 
your sensés to think it possible I could act wîtb such 
cold-blooded policy." And this time it nmst be confessod 
that contrary to cnstom, all the good arguments weie on 
Albert's aide. 

" Well," aaid Frao^ with a sigb, " do as you please^ my 
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dear viscount, for yonr arguments are beyond my powers 
of réfutation. But it is nnito the lesft true llutt thii Cou&ti 
of Munte Cristo is a strange man." 

is a pliilunthropist," answered the other; "and 
iio «loubt hia motive in visiting Paris is to compote for tho 
Montliyon prize. If my vote and interest eau uLtuiu ib 
for hiuiy I wiU rcaJiiy givu him the ono aiid promise the 
oiher. And now, my dear Fraxu^ kt us talk of something 
die. Come^ éhaïl m take oor Innobeoii, and fhtsû. pay a 
lart vint to St Patoetf ** Fkans «knaj iMOifted ; and 
thft fbUowing aftennoon lA balffosl ftva o'doek, tha young 
menpaiied»— Albert de Maneif to tetttmto Bm^ewl 
Frani d*Épîiuj to paee m fbrtnîgbt ai Yeiiîee. Bot en ke 
entend hia tmyeUingHsamega^ Albai^ fteriDg theà bis 
«xpeoted gnest might finget tibe engagement hé had 
entored into, placed in the care of the waiter of the holel 
a caid to be deliyerad to the Count of Monte Crkto, on 
wbiolv beneaih the name of Albert de Morcerf, he had 
written in pend], Bœ do. Hddei; May 21» baU^ 
paai ton» m." 
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GHAFTEB IX. 

XHB OOfiSTS. 

In the homo in the Rue du Ilcldcr, to which Âlbert had 
invited the Count d Monte Cristo, préparation was made 
on fbe mmnmg of tiie Slit of May to koDor the young 
iaui's inritefeioiu Alheiit de Maroeif inhabited a paTflioo: 
ritnated at a cornu of a laige oomt» and direotly opposite 
another biifldiiig in whieh weie the eemato' aftartaietite. 
Two irindowa only of the pavilion fwed the atieet; thne 
other Windows lod^ed into the court, and two at the hack 
into the gaiden. Between the oonrt and the gaiden, hnilt 
in the heavy style of tho imporial architectufe^ waa the 
large and fMhionable dwelling of the Comte and Comtesse 
de Monwil A high wall surronnded tbe whole of the 
hôtel, rarmoimted at intervais by vases filled with flowem^ 
and brokcn in the centre by a large gâte of gilded iron 
which served as tho carriago entrance. A sraaîl door closo 
to tho lodge of tho concierge gave ingress and cgreas to 
the servants or to tho masters when thoy wcre on foot. 

ïn this choice of the pavilion as Albert's résidence it 
was easy to discem the délicate care of a mother unwilling 
to part from her son, aud yet aware that bu required tbe full 
exercise of his liberty ; also, it luust be adraitt^d, the intel- 
ligent egotism of the young man himscif, captivated by 
tbat free and idle life. Through tbeee two Windows look- 
ing into the sbreet, Albert oonld aee ail that paased; tlie 
âgà oi whal 18 going on k aa neeesBary to yooag wurn. 
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■who wish always tn see tho world traverse tlieir horizon, 
be that horizon but the street onlj. Thon should any- 
ihing appi ir to merit a moro miniito examination, Albert 
de Morcerf cuuld fullow iip hia i v^uarches by going out at 
a smaJi gatc, similar to tbat close to the coticierg^i door, 
and wbîch mante a particolar description. It was a little 
entiance that iMoud nefer to bave bean opened sinoe the 
hoiue was hwh, ao «ntinly waa it «ovand with dort and 
dirt; Imt tha wall'^ad hinges and lodui annonnoed a 
finquent and mjaterion* amployment» Tbia door longfaed 
at tlia «onderffe, bom whme TigUanoe and juriadiction it 
eacapad, opening^ liko tfaa door in tba "Aiabian Nigbtai'' 
tba *' Sooome " of AH Baba» bj a oabalmtic woid» or a oon- 
ceited tap without, from the swcctest voices or whitest fîn- 
gers in the wodd. At the end of a long corridor with 
which tba door eoinmunicated, nnd which fonuod tba 
ante-chamber, was, on the right, Albert's breakfast-room 
looking into the court, and on the left the salon looking 
into thf? garden. Shrubs and creeping plants covorod the 
windowià and liid from the garden and court thèse two 
rooras, — thi' only rooms into which, as tlioy were on the 
grouiid tloor, tlio prying oyi-s cf the curions coaîd pene- 
trate. On the iirst Hoor wore tMTTPspoïKliiig rooms, with 
the addition of a third formcd ont of the ante-chaml>er ; 
thcso tlireo rooms were a salon, a boudoir, and a bodroom. 
The salon downstairs was only au Al^^crian divan for the 
use of smokers. The boudoir upstairs communicated with 
the bedchambei by an invisible door on tba atainata ; it 
•W9B «ridant that aveiy pieeantion bad been taken. Abova 
tbia floor was a huEga studio» wbioh bad bean in or eaa o d in 
aisa by pulling down tba paititions^ — a pandemoniuaii in 
wbiob tba aitist and tba dandy sfcrova fior prawinsnae. 
Ibaia iraia odUastad and pilad up ail Albart'a anooaaaiTa 
mfàùot^^hxaatàniihaiDÊ, baat-Tiola^ flntaa»»» irbola 
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oralMsba, for Albert liad liad, nofe a tasie, bot fbe ivliim 
for moBic; easels, palettes, braahes, pencils, — for tho 
wbim for miuie had beoo saooeeded bj a Ittooiu iiaflnoik 
for painting; foils^ boadng^loTM^ bioad-twoidip and nu* 
fl^»4tiok% — fat fbUowing tbe oxampla of tbe ftabionablo 
yoong mea of tha time^ Albert de Monwif oultivated wHh 
&r moie peneYeniiee thaa mtuîo and dnvSng tbe tilma 
arts that complète a dandy's éducation, namely, fencin^ 
boxing, and single-stick ; and it was in tbis room that he 
leceived Grisier, Cook, and Charles Lecour. The lest of 
the furniture of this privileged chamber consisted of old 
cabinets of the time of Fmncis T., filled with China and 
Japan vases, oart.henware from I.ncca or Kobbia, plates of 
Bernard de Palissy ; of old armchairs, which perhaps 
Henry IV. or Sully, Louis XIII. or Richelieu had oceu- 
pied, — for two of thèse armchairs, adorned with a carved 
shield on wliich wero engraved the fimir-de lU of France 
on an aziire fie kl, evidently came from the Louvre, or at 
loast somc roval résidence. On thèse dark and sombre 
chairs were tbrowii splundid stuffs, dyed beneath Persia's 
ton or woTeu by the tingers of tbe women of Calcutta or 
of diandemagot. Wbal tbeae rtnft wara fhara for il 
WB8 impossible to say. Thej awaited, vbila gratifying the 
eyee, a destination nnknown to tbeir ownar bîmaelf ; in 
tbe mean time they filled tbe room witb their golden and 
silky lefleefeîona. In tbe centie of tbe loom was a piano 
in losewood, of Soller and Blanobet^ of emiU dimanmon^ 
bat oontaîning an orchestra in its narrow and sonoroua 
cavtty, and graaning beneath the weight r tbe chef»" 
tFœitmre of Beethoven, Weber, Mozart, Haydn, Grétry, 
and BoipoHL Ou the walls, over tbe doois» on the ceil> 
ing, were swords, daggers, Malay creeees, maces, battîe- 
axes, sints of arraor p^ldod, damaskeened, and inlaid, 
dxied plants^ minerai^ and stuffed biidsi opening their 
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ftain-ooloi9d triogs as if fi» flight, and iMr tels 
tliiA nevflt doM^ Tbh ivaa the IkTonte âttii^xooiii vt 
Alboft 

Howmr, on the daj of the aj^inted randes^oai 
yonng maa had establishod himaelf in the amaU aalon 
downataûs. Ihera, on a table tiimmnded at aoiiM dii> 
tanea by a large and luxurious divan, eyery spedes of 
tobaeco kno^yn, from tlie yellow tobacco of Petershurg 
to the black tobacco of Sinai, the Marylaud, the Porto 
Bico, and tbe Latakia, exposed in thoee pots of 
ciackled earthenware of wbicb the Dutch are so fond. 
Beside them in boxes of fragmnt wood wcro ranged, ac- 
cording to tbeir s'v/.c and qu;ility, piirofi, regalias, havanas, 
and Tnaniîlas; and in an t>pt'n rabinet a ccdlection of Ger- 
man pipes, of cbibouques with tln ir aniber moutb*pieces 
omaraent^îd with coral, and of uuiL^ib s witb their long 
tubes of moroci'o, awaitod the capria; or tlio <le>ire of tbe 
emokers. Albort luul iutuself presidedat the airangoment, 
or rathor ihu ^ymmetrical dérangement wbicb after coffee 
tbe guests at a break£»8t of modem days Uke to oontem- 
plate thiongh the Tapor that escapeâ from theîr moutbs, 
and asoenda in long and fimdfbl wieatha to the oeiling. 
At a quaiter to ten a valet entared; he oompoeed, witb • 
liUle groom named John and who apoke EogUah onlj, ail 
Alberlfa eatablîahmenti althongh tbe oook of the hôtel waa 
alwaya at hia aemoe^ and on gnat oooaaiooB the oogni*a 
«laawiir aba Thia valets whoae aame waa Qennaint and 
%vli() enjoyed tl.r ontire confîdenoe of hia young master, 
held in one band a number <^ pi^pen^ and in tbe otber a 
packei of ktters wbicb be ga?e to Albert. Albert glanoad 
oareleasly at tbe différent mîaaiyea^ selected two written in 
a small and délicate hand and encloscd in scentcd envel- 
opos, opcned thcm, and porused their contents with aomo 
attention. " How did theae letten oome I " aaid he. 
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"One I17 the port j UadaiM ]>aiigWt fMtaMii left tiit 

other." 

Let Madame DAiiglars know that I accept the place 

she offers me in lier box. Wait; thon, flnrini» thf day, 
tell Rosa that wlion I leave the opéra I wiU sup willi hnr 
as she wLshes. Take to her six bottîes of assorted ^vin^ s, 
— Cjprus, sherry, and Malaga, — and a keg of Oaleiid 
oysters ; got the oystera at Boiei's, and be sure you say 
they are for rae." 

*At what o'clock, Monsieur, do you bi^krast t ** 
What time is it now î " 

**A quarter to ten." 

obligcd to go to bis office ; and bendei [Albert looked «( 
Ub tablfits], it 18 (be boar I appointed witli tbe want» — 
Mbj 31» rt balf-ptrt ten» — and tboogh I do not maxk 
lely upoû bîs pmimiae, I wkb to be punrtaaL la Madame 
the Connten op jrti" 

**ît Monneur the Ylacoont wisbeB^ I wOl inqqbe." 

" Tes ; ask her for one of ber liqueur cellaret%— mine îb 
inomuplete ; and tell ber I ^^hall bave the honor of sooing 
her abool tbfee o*eloc1c, and that I leqnert penninion to 
introducc sorae one to her." 

Tho valet ieft the room. Albert ihr^w himsoîf on the 
divan, tore off the covor of two or threo of the papers, 
looked at the playbills, luathi a face at percciving they 
played an opéra and not a ballet, himted vainly among 
th© adverti.-ieineuta for a new tooth-|)o\vder of whioh ho 
had heard, and threw down, one after tho other, tho throe 
leading papers of Paris, muttenn.^', " Tliese papers booome 
more and more stiipid every day," A moment after, a 
carriage stopped before the door, and the servant an- 
noonoed M. Lucien Debray. A tall young mau, with 
]^^B|^^t^^ ^^Ï^IULS^a gray eyes, aod tfain, compreaad 1^ 
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dresst.d iii a blue coat with buttons of gold beautiliiily 
carvcd, a white neckdoth, and a torioise-fihell eye-glaaa 
sufipended by a 8ilken thread, and whidi "hy «a dfort of 
the «opaidliaiy aod zygomalio nenrw be fixed ia bis eye, 
•ntend wilib a b«lf-oflBflial ait, irithont Biniliiigorapaakiiig; 

*'Good-iiioimii^ Lucien t good-mondng t *' taid Albot ; 
«yoTiir ptmcttmlitj xiallj alanna me. What do I aajt 
Pnnetaality I You, whom I expactod ]aB&» yon airive at 
ftn mimitea to ten, when the time ftud waa lialf-paafe 1 
It is wondeiMl Haa the miniitiy lallenl" 

'^No, my dear fellow," retTuned the young man, seat- 
ing himself on the divaa ; " naaBore yourself. We aro tot^ 
teriog always, but we never fall ; and I begia to bdiefa 
that we shall peaa oomfortably iuto a state of pennaneiioe, 
— witbout reckoning that the a£bin of the Peninsola wiU 
coropletoly consoHdato us.** 

*' Ab, true 1 you drive Don Carlos out of Spain.'* 

" No, no, my dear fellow : do not confoimd otir plans. 
We take liim to the otlier side of the i^rench frontier, and 
oii'er him hospitality at Boui;ge8." 

"At Boiirepsî" 

*• Yes, be bas not raucb to coinplam of; Bourges is the 
capital of Charles VIL What ! You did n't know that t 
AU Paria knew it yeeteiday; aad tbe day befoie it bad 
alieady tiuwpiied on the Bonnes iad M. DangUia (I do 
not know by what meaaa that maa eontrifea to obteia 
intelligence aa aoon aa we do) speoulated finr a A», aad 
won a million ! " 

''And yon aaother oïdtt atipaNntly, far I aee yoa 
bave a bine ribbon at yoni batton-hole.'* 

" Yeep they aant me the onlar of Ghadaa nL»'*fetiinied 
Debray, oaiélesaly. 

" Corne, do not afifiaot indUSsmiM^ bnt oonfiMB yoftt wen 
pleaaed to haTe it*** 
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" Oh» ift Î8 vory well as a finish to the toilsk It looki 
Tety neat on » Uack ooot battoned up." 
" Ând makes you regâtnble the Ftinoe ci Walos or the 

Duc de Reicbstadt." 

" It is for that reason you sec me so earîy." 

" Bccan^e you liavc tho order of Charloa lih, and you 
wish to aunonnce tho <7ood news to me 1 " 

" No, becauae 1 pa.ssed the night writing lettera, — ûve 
and twonty dcspatches. I returned home at day-break 
and strovo to sleep ; but my head ached, and I got up to 
ride for nn liour. At tho Bois de Boulogne, entuti and 
hunger atUcked me at once, — two enemies who rarely 
accompany each other, and who are yet leagued against 
me, » eort ti Oaiio-iepoUken elIîMMa. I tiieii leoollected 
ihel you were to give a hNah&at thîs mornisg, and hère 
I am. I am hnngry ; feed me. I am boied ; amuse me.*' 

" It ù my diity ae your hoa^** letumed Albert» ringing 
tho beU» irhile Lucien tomed OTer with his gdd-moimted 
oane the papen that lay on tho taUo. ** Gonnam, a (jiam 
of sheny and a bîsonît In tho mean time» my dear Luoieii, 
here are cigars — oontiabaiid» of course ; try them, and 
peiBuade the minister to aell os aooh înetaad of poiaooiiig 
us with cabbage-leaves." 

*' Fette / I will do nothing of the kind ; so long as 
they came from Government you would find thera exé- 
crable. Besides, that does not concem the home but the 
financial department. Address yourself to M. Huraann, 
Section of tlie Indirect Contributions, Corridor A, No. 56." 

**0n my wonl," said Albert, "you astoiiish me by the 
estent of your ac(|ua!ntance. Take a cigar." 

" Roally, my dear viscount," Tpplied Lucien, lighting a 
maiiillii at a rose-colored taper tliat bumed in a staiid 
beautifully onamelled, " how happy you are to bave noth- 
ing to do ; you do not know your own good fortune I *' 
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*' And what wouM y on do, my dear pacificator of king- 
doms," roplied Morceri, with a slight dogree of irony m 
his voico, "if you did nothingl Whf.t ! private secretary 
to a minister, plunged at the salue iimn mU) Europcan 
cabals and Parisian intrigues ; liaving kings, and better 
still ({ueeus to protect, parties to unité, élections to direct ; 
achieving more from your cabinet with your pen and 
your telegraph than l^apoloon did from his battlc-lields 
wîth h» twioid and bit vielinies ; poneesicg five a&d 
iwmij tfaonauid Uvras a jmt, berides yoor place ; a hoiaB 
for whîch C hltea u -BeiMHid offered yon ibar hvndnd 
lomâ, aad whiob yoa wmdd soi pari niûk ; a teilor wlio 
nayaf diM^ipoiAti yon; baving a o c a i to tlie Opeia» tiha 
Joekey OUh, and t1i« Vaaëté^ — ^îa aU thaft eau jcm nol 
find fOMnigh to amuaa jaa t WeU» I wîll aanua yoik** 

« How t " 

" By intvodiuniig to jon a aew acqfDabrtasoa." 
"A man or amunaa!" 
«A man." 

" I know 80 many already." 

" But you do not know this man." 

" Whcre docs ho corne from, — the end of Ûm wozid t ** 

" Farther etill, perhape." 

** The devil ! I hope he does not bring our l»eakâtft 

with him." 

*• Oh, no ; our break fast is cooking in the naatemol 
kitchcn. Yuu are hungry, then 1 " 

" Humiliating as su(;h a confession is, I am. But I 
dined at M. de Yillefort's, and lawyers aiways give you 
Tery bad dinnen. Yoa wodd Udnk they ftLt aona la- 
moiae ; dîd you ever wmtA thatl ** 

" Ah t dapnoîate otber paiaona* diimers ; you mlnkliiai 
gife snob aplondid ooat.'* 

"•Taa; bnt 11* do iNlmTttapeopleaflItfhka. Jtwe 
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iMeanm tbey tfaink tad vota with ni^ w« ahoald msnt 

dieasi of diniqg ai homo, I «nmo yoiL* 
^ WoU» tftka iHnfttfwr 0tM oi ahoiy and ftfi MTM f HwwMtt" 
** WilUagly. Tour Spanisli ma» îa maUaiiti Ton aea 

va wore quite ngbt to pacify that oounliy.*' 
" Yes; hutDon Carloar 

^ WeU, Don Oarloa wiil drink Bordeaux ; and in tan 
jeais we will maiTf hîd son to the little queeti." 
" You will tlien obtain tba QoJdan Fleaoe^ if yoa aie 

■iill in tlie ministry." 

** I think, Albert, you bave adopted the syatem o£ 
feediug me on snioke tliU moming." 

"Well, you inust aiiow it is the bcst thing for the 
storaach ; but I hear Beauchamp in tho ncxt room. You 
eau dispute together, aad that wiii pass away tho ùme." 

« About wliat i " 

** About the papers.* 

** Ky dear Mend," aaid Lacien^ with an air of aoYOïeign 
«mtampt, *' do I arar laad the papavt " 

"Thau yon wiU dûpuia the note." 

'<M. BesnBhanp^" aanovnoad the aamok 

«• Bntar» antor t " aaid iihaEt^ xîaiii^ aad adimioiii^ to 
naet the yoniig man» Heie ia Behiay, vho detaati joa 
wîthool xaading jon, ao he aajk** 

" He ia qoite right^" letomed Beauchamp ; ** for I cnti- 
eiaa him withoat hnoving what ha doee* Qood-day, 
Commander ! " 

.**Ab] you know that already," eaid the pdvate leen- 
tary, smilîng and ahaking handa with him. 

" Pardieu ! " 

" And what do they say of it in the worîd 1 " 

" In which wojddl we have ao maujr woilda in tha y«ftr 
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''In tho ciitioo-politiGal woûà, oi wbich you are one of 

the loadciH." 

" They say tbat it is qmte fair ; and that you sow so 
much red tliiii you nmst reap a little blue." 

"Corne, conie î that is not, hdà !" said Lucien. " Why 
do you not join our party, my dear Beaucliamp ] With 
your talents you would uiake your fortuae in tliree or 
four yean." 

^ I odIj awiifc one thing befoie foUowing your advice, 
— that û» » minuter who will liold office Ibr monthi. 
My dear Albert^ one wofd ; îta I mnat get poor LadeD a 
veapite. Do we Imakikst or dinet I sraat go to the 
Gbamber, for oar life la not an idle one.** 

^*We bieaUwt only. I await two poEBona; and the 
matant they anive we aball ait down to taUa." 

"And whataort of penona doyoaezpeot to breakfMtt** 
aaid Beauchamp. 

" A gentleman, and a diplomatist" 

"Then we 8^al1 bave to wait two houis for tha gentle- 
man, and thtee for tiie diplomatist. I sball oome back to 
dessert ; keep me aome atrawberrics, coffee, and dgaïa. I 
aball take a cutlet on my way to tbe Cbamber/ 

" Do not do anything of the sort, — for were tho gentle- 
man a 3îr»utniorcncy, and tlit> diplomatist a Metternich, we 
will brt>aicfast at eleven ; in tbe niean timc, folio w Debray'fl 
example, and tako a glasa of slu-rry and a biscuit.** 

" Le it sa ; I will stay. I must do sometbing to distract 
my tboughts.** 

•* You are like Debray ; and yet it seems to me that 
wben tbe minister is out uf spiritâ, the oppoeition ought 
k> be joyoïis.** 

"Ab, you do not know with whut I mu ibreatened. 
I aball beat tbis moming M. Danglars make a speecb at 
tho Ghamber of Deputies ; and at Ma wife'a tbis evening 
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I aball hm ifae teagedj of a peer of Emnee. The devil 
teke the ooQBtitotÎQZial goronmeiit ! Sinoe ve had ow 
oIioÏM^ is they saj at laasty how ooiild W6 chooee fbatl'* 

« X nadetBtand ; you miut ky in a ttoek of failarity.'* 

*Do not ran down Danglan^a speeeliM»" aaid Debmy ; 
" lia Totee for yon, he belongs to the oppontion." 

" jPortitîeK / ihat is ezaoUy the woist of ail. I am -waît- 
iog outil you aend him to apeak at the Loxemboiugi to 
laugh at my easc." 

" My dear friond," Raid Âlbert to BeaucLamp^ " it ia 
plain that the aflfairs of Spain are settled, for yoa are 
most desperately out of hnmor tliis morning. Recollect 
that Parisian gossip has spoken of a marriaf^o lîctween my- 
86lf aiid Afp.demoiselie Eugénie Daiiglars ; 1 caniiot in con- 
science therofore let you run down the speeches of a man 
who will onc day say to me, * Monsieur the Yisoountk you 
know I give two millions to my daugliter.' " 

" Ah, this marriage will never take place," said Tîeau- 
champ. " The king has niade him a baron and can niako 
him a peer, but ho cannot niake him a gentleman ; and 
the Comte de Murcerf is too aristocratie to consent for the 
paltry sum of two mUliuns to a mênalliancc The Vicomte 
de Moioerf can wed only a matohioness." 

"Two mflliona f it ia a niée Httle aum," rcpUad Monseif. 
It is the capital stock of a théâtre on the boulerard» 
or a laOtoad fiiom the Jardin dea Plantée to La lU^tée.** 

''liTever mind what he aaya» Ifoiœr^** aald Debnj ; do 
yon many her. Ton many a ttoket to a money-bag^ it ia 
tme; weîl, bnt whtt doea that mattert It ia hetter to. 
hare a blason kaa and a figore moie on it. Ton hâve 
fleven maitleta on your arma. Giye thiee to yonr wife, 
and yon wîll still hâve four ; that is one more than M. de 
Qnise bad» vho ao neariy bccame King of F^muum^ and 
wbote oouain iraa Empeior of Qermany." 
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"Oa mj mnd, I think yoa an rigH LvelM," mià 
Albert» al)M&il7» 

^To bemno; bendei^ ereiy iirilliominiw k t aoMd m 
a baataid, — >tlial i% bo oan ba" 

Do BOfc tbat, Debfay,* reiaroed Buanchaaip , bwgli- 
ing^ *'fbr here cornes Cbfttaan-BeDaud, who^ to cure yoa of 
jour mania for paradoxes, will pass the swoid of Benand 
de ^fontaubaiif bis ancestor, ibroagh your body." 

" He will sully it than»" fetumed Lnaiia; ^'iiot I an 
low — very low." 

** Oh, he-^vf^ns ! " cried Beauchamp, ** the minirtar quoUa 
Bëiuiiger ; what sha!î -^vo corne to noxt î ** 

"M. de C h âtoau- Renaud ! M. Maximilian Mozxel 1 " 
said tbe servant, annoimcing two now guests. 

** Now, thon, to breakfast," said Beauchamp ; " for if 
I remeraber, you told me you only expected two petaous, 
Albert." 

" Morrel ! " muttered Albert, — " Morrel ! who ia he t ** 
But bcforo he had fiubhed, M. de Châtcan-Ilt-haud, a baad- 
iome young man of thirty, gentleman all oyer, — that m, 
with a %iiro of a Quiche and the wit of a MontoMO^-^ 
took Albeifa hand. *• My doar Albert»** aaid b% M »• 
mtfodnce to you M. Maximilian Ifoml» oapteiii of S^ialii^ 
my friand, and what ia aaoïe, my préserver. And beeidea 
aU that^ be eaniee hia endentiala in hia own peoon. Sa- 
inte my beio, Yinoant'* And be elepped on one ilde^ 
«xbUnting the laige and open biow, the piefoingeyei^ and 
blaok xnnatedie of lha fine and noble yonng man whom 
OUI zeaders bare afaead^ eeen ai ManeiUaa nnder cîrcum- 
etances sufficiently dramatic not to be forgotten. A ridi 
nnilbfm, half Frencb, balf Oriental, set off his bioad ehest, 
decorated with the order of the Légion of Honor, and his 
^aeelhl and stalwart figure. The yonng offiotr bowed 
vifth euy and ekgani politenai 
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"Monsieur," said Albert, witli afifectionate courtesy, 
** M. le Comte do Château-Renaud knuw liow iimch 
pleaisuro this introduction would gi?© JQ& , you ar& his 
fiiend, bô ouià aiso.** 

" Well said I " interrupted Châtcaii-lieiiaud ; " aud pray 
tint ahoold the case leqoiie it, he may do m muoh for 
yoa M ]m dîd for maJ* 

Oh ] aoâuDg woith 0pM]diig of;" 
Qbtom-Bmaad ezaggeratee." 

**iriilirai!tiispeAldi^<»f rcnad ChâtoMi-BenMidi <«U& 
knot woffthspeakiQgof ! — thaï m iithor feoo phjkaophi- 
c4 oni m j woid, IfanaL li is tbij wbD for jou» whô 
ikk yooi IHb eroy diy ; Iwt fbr sm^ wlio only did ao 
once — 

What m évident in ail Hob, BaroOi k tiiil M. le OafI» 
taine Monel saved yom Uk»* 

*' Exactly bd." 

" On what occasion f " asked Beanchamp. 

*' Beauchamp , m y good fellow, you know I am starving^* 
aaid Debray. " Do not set him ofî on some long story." 

" Well, I do not preveut jour sitting down to table," 
repHed Beaurhan^p ; Cluttoaa-iienaud can tell us wliUe 
ne eat our Lirukfast.* 

*• Gentlemen," said Morcerf, " it iô ouiy a ^uarter past 
ten, and I expect s< me one else." 

*' Ah, truo I a diplomatist ! " observed Debray. 

"I know nul whether he bo or not; I oiily kuow tLat I 
gave him a mission vvliich he terminated so entiieiy to my 
aatisfiaction that had I been king I âhould have instantly 
matod hîm knighfc of ail my orders, even had I been able 
to o8ér him tho (klden Fleeoe and the CMer.* 

*'Wéll, anioa we aie not to ait down to table^" aaid 
Xhlmjf ^tiko a ^aaa of aheny, and taU na aU ahont iti" 
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^ Ym aD know tint I hid the ftney of going to Aftki.'' 
It » a iMd yonr anowfeon hâve tzaoed ibr yon,* «ôd 
jUbert» galkntly. 

«Tei^ bat IdoaUtiisi yonr oljertww VkB Hmm,^ 
to nseuA fbe Holy^Sepoklm.'' 

" Tou mqnite light^ Beraohuiip^* obnmd tbe young 
•nstoent. ^It wwonly to fight as an amateur. I oaïuiot 
bear daaUing evar amoe two seconda^ wbom I had aihoaaa 
io aooommodate a quarrel, foroad me to break tba am ùt 
ona of best frienda^ orna whom y<m ail kmw, — 'poov 
Franz d'Epinay." 

" Ah, true ! " said Debny, " you did fight aoma time 
ago ; about what 1 " 

"The dovil tako nie, if I remember ! " returned Château- 
Renaud. But 1 recollect pcrfectly one thing, — that 
beiug imwilling to lot such talents as miiie âleep, I wiâhed 
to try iipon tho Ambs the new pistols that had been given 
to mû. lu conséquence I cnibaikod for Oran, and went 
from thence to Constantine, wl)ero I arrived just iu time 
to witness tho misiiig ot" the siège, I retreated with tlio 
rest. For forty-eight hours I snpportod tlie rain during 
the day and tho cold during the night tolcrably wcU j but 
fhe third moining my horse died of cold. Poor brute I «>• 
anatomad to ba aovand tip and to bava a atora in tba ata- 
bloy tba Aiabian finda bimaelf nnabla to bear tan dcgraaa 
of cold in Anfaia.' 

H Tbat 'a why yon want to pniabaaa my Engliab boiae^*' 
aaid Dabmy ; <*you think be wîU aappoit tbe obld batteL" 

'*Ton ara mîataketii Ibr I bave made a tow msnt to 
letoin to Afiioa.** 

^YoQ waie Taiy maeb fingbtaned, tfaen!" inqniied 
Baanehamp. 

''I ooote it ; and I had good feaaon to ba ao^* xepliad 
CbAtean-^Ransad. I ma letrcatîng on foot^ fi» my booN 
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was dead. Six Arabs camo np. înll gallop, to eut oïï mj 
hcad. I shoÈ two with my doublc-bairelled gun, and two 

more with ray pistols ; but l wa3 tlion disarnied, and two 
were still left Une soized me by the hair (that is wliy 
I now wear it eo short, for no one knows wliat may 
happeii), the oth- r eacircled my îieck with the yatai'hnn, 
wheu thi8 ij;* nili iiian whom you see bore cliargcd tlii'iii, 
shot the one wlio hcld me by the haïr with a pistol, and 
cleft the skull of the other with his sabre. He li i l as- 
signed hiniself the ta.sk of ^uviiig the lifo of a niait tliut 
day ; chance caused that nian to bc niyself. Wljun i um 
rich I will oïder from Klagmanu or Marochetti a statua 
of Chance** 

Yee," Mid MûimI, taaâ&ûg, "îft wis the dth of Sep- 
anniTenaiy of the day on wMofa my fiither 
im vûmKàcmàj pwweiyed ; theiefon^ as ftr m H lies In 
my poww, I «DdesTor to ceklMBito H «veiy ycar by some 
•ctîoii.'* 

^^Btamo, ia tt notl" intoinipted Oblteaii-Beiiaiid. 
'*In Inia^ I vm tbe dioeai one; but that is not alL 
Aller teteoisg me fmm the sword he rescued me from 
the cold, not by sharing hîs cloak with me, like Saint 
Martin, but by gÎTing it ail to me ; tben from iranger hy 
sharing with me — guess what 1 

** A Strasbourg pie 1 " asked Beauchamp. 

" No, his horse ; of which we cach of us aie a slÎM 
with a hearty appetite. ît wns vcry haid.** 

*' The horse 1 " said Morcerf, laughing. 

**No, the sacrifice," retumed Cliâtoan Pu niihl ; "ask 
Debiay if he would aaciifice his £ugiiâU eloed for a 
stiangert" 

"Not for a stnmgeiv" said Debray; "bat for a friend I 
might péril aps." 

X divined that you would become mine. Monsieur the 
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Riiron," ropliod Morrel ; "besides, as I had the honor ta 
tell yoii, heroism or not, sacrifice or not, tliat day I owed 
au offering to bad fortune in récompense for the faTora 
good fortune had on othor days granted to us.* 

"The hÎBtory to wliich M. Morrcî alludes," continued 
Château-Ilenaud, " is an adnuiaLk one, wliich lie will tell 
you somo duy wheu you are botter acquuinted willi liiin ; 
to-day let ua iill our stomachs and not our memohes. 
Wliat time do you breaUSut^ Albeitt** 

««PnoiMljt'' aakod I)«bray, taking oailiia wMl 
"Oh I joa, will give ne miauto^ gnm/' re^iid 
Mtootat, "fbr I alw expeot a pnetetrar.'' 

"Of mjielf, to b» ■met'' cried MoMof; ''do joa 
think I oumot be aaved êb wall as iay ono «ke^ and that 

thete ai« only Aiabe who oui off headtt Our bieakfaafc ii 
a philanthropie one, and wo shall havo at table — at Isti^ 

I hope 80 — two benefactors of humanity." 
**What shall we dot" MÎd Debnj; "we bam obly 

one Monthyon priza." 

"Well, it will be giyen to some one who bas dona 

nothing to deservc it," said Bcauchamp ; " tbat is the 
way tlie Acadeiiiy usually esrnpr? from the dilemraa." 

And "where does lie corne from 1 " asked Debmy. 
" You have already aiiswerod the (juestion once, but 80 
Yaguely that I veutnre to put it a second tinie." 

** Really," said Albert, ** I do not know , when I 
inviLt'd him three montha at.ro. he waa thcn at Rome, 
but siuûe that time, vviio knuws where he xuaj have 
gone î " 

"And you think him ca|Hible of being bete puno- 
tuallyT' dâmaoded Debiay. 
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<*Wen, inkh th» five BunaW grnod, wd hm only 

ten Icft." 

** I wiU profit hj ihem to tatl yon Minekhing «boat my 

guest." 

" I pardon 1 " interruptod Beauchamp ; " are there anj 
materials for an article in what you are goÎJDg to tell vtB%" 
Yes, anJ for a ujost curious one." 

"Go on, then, for I sco I shall not got to tke Chamber 
this morniug, aod I mmt make up for it." 

•* I was at Rome dnrîng tlie last CarnivaL" 

"Wb kuow that,'' said BeiHi^ Ijîiinp. 

" Yes ; but wbat you do not ioiow is tbat I was carried 
oïï by bandits." 

"There are no bandits," cried Debray. 

** Yes, there are, and most hideous, or ratber most adini- 
lable ones, for I found tbem ugly enougb to frighten me." 

'* Corne, my dflar Albert^" said Bebray, ^conféat tbat 
yoor wok is bahindband, tbat tbe oysteia bave not ar- 
riyed ftom Osteod or Uaiennei^ and tbat» like Madame.de 
Maîntenon, yon aie going to replace tiie disb by a atoiy. 
6ay 80 al onoe; ve aie aoiBdently well-bted to exeuae 
yon» «nd to liaten to yonr atoxy, ikbolona aa it pconiaea 
to bei** 

«And I aay to yon tbat ibbulona aa it may aeem, I 

give it to you aa a troe one from begiuning to end. Tbe 
brigands bad carritMl me off and conduetcd me to a most 
C^oomy spot, called tbe catacombs of St. Solia«tian*" 

**l know it" said Cbâteau-Ilenand ; "I naitowly 
eaoaped catcbing a fever tbere." 

"And I did more tban tbat," replied Morcerl^ "for I 
caugbt one. I was inforraed tbat I was a prisoncr until I 
paid tbe snm of fonr tboiisand Roman crown.^, — aboufc 
twenty-four tli msaud livres. Unfortuuately, î bad not 
ftbove iîftûûu liundzed. I was at tbe end of mj journey 
VOL. u. ~- la 
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and of my crédit. I wrote to Franz — and were he hère 
ho would coulirm cvery word — I wrote to l'raiu that if h© 
did not come with the four thousaud crowns before six, at 
teu minutes past I should have gone to juin the blefWîed 
saints aud glorious martyrs in wiiose compauy I had the 
honor of being; and Signor Luigi Vampa — that was tho 
Il uuu uf the chief of tliese bandits — would Lave scrupu- 
lously kept his word," 

" But Franz came with the four thouisund crowns," said 
ChAteau-Renaud. "The devil! A man whose name is 
Fnuis d'Épinay or Albert de Moieeif hesi^i moàk toomUe 
to get iom thouaaiid crowna." • 

" Nc^ lie eniTed Moompaoied simply by the gnest I «m 
gomg to pieeent to yoo." 

''Ahl thSi gentleman is a Henmloi kOlîng Cieiii^ a 
Ftoneas fteelng Andfomedat" 

^ Nb, he le a man of about my own aîae.'' 

<<Armedtotheteethf* 

''^e had not even a knitting^needla.'* 

•*But he paid jour ranscm î " 

** He said two words to tlio chief, and I waa &ee." 

" And they apologûsed to hùn fat having cairied yoa 
off?'' said Bc^champ^ 

"Justso." 

" Why, ho is a second Ariosto." 

" No ; ho i.s sunply the ( 'ount of Monte Cristn." 

" Thore ia no Count of Monte Cristu," said L)ebray. 

"î do n"t tliiîik tlierc is," added Château- Renaud, with 
the air of a mau whu knows the wlioK' of the European 
nobilifcy perfectly. " Doea any one kuow auythiug of a 
Count of Monte Cristol" 

"lie cornes possibly froni tho Holy L.nnl, and one of 
Ida anceâtors po&»edâed Culvary, the MuiiLemaiU àxd 
the Dead Sea." 
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tliink I ma aanst joof tmmvtbm," mià MaxîaiiliaiL 
''Honte OxÎBto û litâe ùlaiid I hâte often hwfd apokea 
of hj the old aaflofB my fatber employed, — a gmm of 
sand in the oantn of the Madà^aanâma, an atom in the 
infinité.'' 

" Precisely ! *' cried Albert. " WeU» lie of whom I 
speak is the lord and master of this grain of aand, of thia 
aiom; be hm pnichaied the tiUe of coont somewheie 

in Tiiscany." 

" He is rich, thent 
"I beliuve so." 

"But that ouglit to be visible," 
"That is what deceives you, Debray," 
" I do not uiiderstiind you." 
** Ilave you rcad the * Arabian JS^ights' 
"What a question!** 

" Well, do you know if tho persons you see thero are 
rich or poor, if their grains of wheat aro not rubies or 
diamonds ) Tbey seem like poor fiidiermen, and snddenly 
they open some mysterioas oavem fiUad wîlk tho irnUk 
afthelndieB.** 

^My Cknml of Monte Criste îa one of thoaa fiahemen. 
Hehaaevenanametekenfromthebook; ha callB hinaelf 
P^ÎT^I^ fhe SnUn» and haa a oave fiUed with gold." 

''And yon hâve aaen thia eKvm, Moioeift*' aakad 

IBaanohiiTDp- 

No, bot Fians haa ; fm Haayen's sake, not a word of 
thii befbie him I Funz went in with hia eyes blindfoldedy 
and was semd bgr nratea and women to whom Gleopatia 
waa nothing. Only be is not quite sure about the wornest, 
for they did not corne in until after be bad taken aoma 
hashish, so that what he took ioœ womsn nûght hare haan 
aimply a nnr of atetneB»" 
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The two young men IomIomî ut Morccrf as if to saj, 
•*Aro you mad, or arc yuu Lu^imig at usT** 

"And I also," said Morrel, tboughtfiilly, " havo heard 
Bometbing like this from an old sailor named Penelon.** 

t'Akl" «tedAlbert. it ia veiy looky that M. Morrel 
ùomm te» aid me ; you ave -VBxed, m jou not, titat he 
thoa gim a dew to the labynntht" 

«tfydearAIbart»''8aid Debiaj, <*wliat jmi teU ni la 
ao extnKmiînaiy* 

^Ah I liecaiiaa jour aanliaaiadctt aad yoar aoneola do 
aot tell yoa of tham. Tbej hav» no time; tbagr moat 
molest their ootmtrymen who traraL" 

How joa gefe aagiy, aad attack our poor ag^ta. How 
will you hâve tbem piôteet yon t The Cbambâ euta down 
their salaries every day, so that now tbey bave scarce^ 
any. Will you be ambaaeador^ Albert 1 I will aend yoa 
to Constantinople." 

" No, lost on the first démonstration I make in favor of 
Mehemet Ali, the Sultan sond me the bowatriiiji^ aiid maka 
ny secretaiies stiungle ino." 

" There, now ! " said Debray. 

" Tes, but this doea not preveat the Count of Monte 
Cristo from existing.** 

" Pardien / every one exists." 

" Doubtless, but not in tlio saiiiu wav ; every ono bas 
ûot black slaves, superb galleys, arma like tbose al La 
Casauba, Ârabiau borses, and Greek mistresses.** 
Have you seen the Greek ndstreas t** 
bave iMtli aean and lieaid her. I aaw lur at 11» 
tiiflatn^ and heaid her one morniug when I Ineakftated 
with the ootmt** 

*'Yo«r ezttaoïdmary man aati^ thent" 

««Tea; bot ao littie^ it oan batdly ba ealled eating.'' 

^ Ha mnit ba a Timpiiab" 
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** Laugli if yoii will ; that was the opinion of the Com- 
tesse G f who, as you are aware, knew Lord Ruthven.** 

**Àhf capital 1'' said Beauchamp. "For a man nofe 
«mneoted wilh newspapers, bere iB fhe pendant to tbe 
hmom MMerpent cf the 'OonstitatàcnuieL*'* 

Wild eyes, the iiù of wfaioh contiaetB or diklei àt 
plfleemob" eaîd Debny ; ** htatl angle strongly developed ; 
nngnifimnt fineheed ; livid oomplexion ; Uaok beaid ; 
ahaip and wfaite teeth; pditeneai usezoeplionahle.'* 

"Jmt M», Loden,'* leftnnied Horoeif; "jmi hâve d»> 
acribed him, ftettue tôt featuie. Tee^ keen and cntting 
potitenem Thie man bas oflan made me shudder ! and 
one day when we vere viewing an exécution I thooght I 
diotdd fSûnt, more from hearing the cold and calm manner 
in which ho spoke of eveiy deacription of torture than 
firom the sight of the executioner and the culprit." 

Did he not conduct you to the ruina of the Coloeseum 
to suck your blood 1 " asked Beauchamp. 

" Or, after having dclivered you, did lio not niake you 
sign a flame-colored imrcliment by whicli you jielded 
your sotîl to hini, as Esau sold hh hirthriglit?" 

*' Kail on, rail on at your eiwe, genilemen ! " said Mor- 
cerf, somewhat piqiied. When 1 look at you Parisians, 
idlers on the Bouk'vard de (Jand or tho Bois de iii/ulo^ue, 
and thiuk ui thiB mau, it seeuis U> me we are uot uf the 
same race." 

** I am highly flattered," returucd Beauchamp. 

*' At the same time,** added Châteaa-Benaud, ** yoxa 
Connt of Monte Cxiato ta a very fine ftUow, always except- 
tng hia Uttie anangements with tbe Italien bandittL" 

" Theie aie no Italian banditti ! " aaid Debny. 

^Theie axe no Tampiiea l** eiied BeanehampL 

«Tbeieîa no Ckrantol Monte Cxiato I** added Débiaji 
« Thoe la balf.paat ten Btiîkîngp Albert I 
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Confess you havo droamed tins, and let us sit down 
to breakfuât," continucd Beauchainp, But tho sound o{ 
the clock had not died away when Germain announced, 
•<Hû ExceUency the Cmmt ot Monte CEÎfto," TLa i&- 
Tolantazy itert every une gave pzored how miulk Moteofi 
namtiTe bad impi eooc d tbem, and Albert himself oonkl 
nol prerent bimaelf ûam feeliiig a fadden emotîoii. He 
liad not heaid a eanûg^ atop in the atnet^ or stepe in 
the ante^hambev ; the door hed itaelf opened noiMMl j. 
The oonni eppeend, d iw ed wifh the gieeteit nmplidty ; 
but the moet ftatidlooe daodj eonld hev» fovnd nothîag 
to cavil at in Iiis toUet Eveiy article ci dieM— >ha;^ 
eoet^ fjtortu, and boots — was from the ftrst makesB. He 
seemed aoaroely five and thirty. But what struck extitf- 
bod y was ht» extrême resemblance to the portrait Debray 
bad drawn. Tbe coant advauced, srailing, into the centre 
of the room, and approached Albert, wbo hastened towarda 
hini, holding ont his hand. " Punctuality," said Monte 
Cristo, " is tho politeiicss of kings, uccording to one of 
your sovereigns, I tliiuk : but it is not that of trarellers, 
liowever they may wish. But I hope you will excuse the 
two or three seconds I am behindhand ; fivo himdred 
leagues are not to be ucconiplishod without somc trouble, 
and especially in France^ ^vhere it seem» it in forbiddeu 
to beat the puàtilions.** 

" Monsieur the Count," repliud Albert, " I was an- 
nooncing your TÎait to some of my friends, wbom I bad 
invitod in «nuequeiioe of the promise you did me the 
honor to make, and whom I now présent to you* They 
aie If. le Ck>mte de ChiteanrBenaiid, whœe nohility goee 
heck to the twelve peen, and whoee anoesto» had a place 
aft the Boond Table ; M. Laeien Bebmj, private eeontaiy 
to tbe Ifinietre da l'Int^ienr; M. Beaoofaamp, an editor 
of a pepeiu and the teitor of the Ffonch Qoyennnenti hoft 
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of wlioiDi in ipite of his œlebrify, yoa luen nofc hmtà in 
Italj, OHM bit pftpec is piobiUled then ; and IL Mas- 
inilûn Momely oaptain of Spahis.'* 

Ai this name the ooont^ wbo liad hitbeito athited otoej 
one with couitoty» but at the same ti'me with a coldoeas 
and formality quite Ëngiish^ made in spite of himaelf a 
Btep forward, and a alight tinge of red colored his pale 
oheeka. ** You wear the tmiform of the new French con- 
qnerors, Monsieur," said ho ; " it is a handsomo tmifomi.** 
No one could havo said what caused the eount\s voico to 
Minute so deeply, and what made bis eye flash, which waa 
iu geiienii so cnlni and so daar, when be had no motive 
for veilicg its expression. 

*'Yoii havo never aeen oui AMcaiis, Monsieur the 
Count î " said Albert. 

" Never," replied the count, who waa by this time 
perfectly master of kimself again. 

" Well, beneath this uniform beats one of the bravœt 
and nobleat bearts in the wbole anny." 

** Oh, M. da Mofoerf 1 " interrupted MomL 
Lat ma go on, Oaptain I And we havo Jmfc heaid," 
ooniinaed Albert» " of a leeent aation of Honneur» and 
onaao liarou» that althongh I baya aaao bim to-day for 
the finfe tîme^ I xeqnaai jon to aUow me to mtrodnce bim 
as mj fiiend." 

At tbeaa iroania it waa atOl poanUa to nmark in Monta 
Oristo that fixed giase, that passing color, and tbat àUgbt 
trembling of the ejalîd which with him betrayed émotion, 

<*ÂhI you hâve a noUe heartt" aaid tbeoount| "so 
much the better." 

This exclamation, which answered to tha oonnViB own 
thought rather than to what Albert was sajinj?, aurprised 
cverybody, and especiaîly Morrel, wlio looked at Monte 
CzÎBto with. aoipaae. But at the aama time the intona- 
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taon was ao soft tliat li w t ver strango th© exclamation 
might secm, it was impossible to be offendptl at it. 

" Whj, then, ghould he doubt it t " said Beauchamp to 
Château-Renaud. 

" In fiiet," roplied Un; Inttcr, who with Lis aristocratie 
glauce and Lis knowledge of tho worlJ had pcnetrated at 
once ail that wos penctrable in Monte Cristo, " Albert bas 
not deceîved ns; the ooont li a lingnlà» baingi "Wlmï 
say you, Monelt** 

" Jfa foiî he has a&open look abont himliiai pleasMiM^ 
In ipite of the singolar ramark be haa made abont ne.** 

Genfleoien,^ Mid Albert» Germain informa me fbal 
bseak&at ia zeady. M 7 dear eoont» aUow me to afaow 
joa tbe way.** 

Tliey paaaad ailantlj into tiie biaaklkat^oom; efeiy ona 
took bia pbMse. 

"Gentlemen»*' said the count, aeating bimaal^ "pennit 
me to make a confession Avhich uiust form niy excufie fiiF 
any nnconventionalitiea of wbich I niay be gnilt j. T am 
a étranger, and a songer to such a degrce that this iâ the 
first time I bave ever been in Paris. The French way of 
living is nttcrly nnknown to rao, and np to the prosent 
tinic 1 havo followod the Eji.stern customs, which are en- 
tireiy in ooutrast to the Parisian. I beg you, thereforo, 
to excase me if you find anytliin;^' in nie too Turkisli, too 
Italian, or too Arabian. Now, then, gentlemen^ let ua 
breakfast." 

" With what an air he says ail this!" matteied Beau- 
champ ; " decidrdly he i.s a grcat ruau." 

" A great man in bis country," added Dcbray. 

"A great man in eyeiy ooontiy, M. Debray,'* said 
Cbâteaa-Renand. 
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CHAPTER X. 

THB BRBAKFA8T. 

Tbm ooimt ma, it nay 1)6 fememlwved, s moit tempmfto 
guert. Albert venuikad tlui, axproMipg his Utn M at 
tiie oqM tha Bman mode of ]i& aboiiU duplMW thB 
kmlltt in tlie moat MBcntia l point 

««My dMT fxnmt»** Mâd iM^ I lew tiiat «he fine of iho 
Bae du Helder not so much to yoar taste as thaft of 
tlie Plaœ d'E^Mgne. I oag^t to hm oonsolied joa on 
the point» ud bave had oomo dkbM piepazod vtpmàSj 
to milt jour taste.*' 

** Did yen know me bettor," wtumed the coimt;, smîl- 
îng, " you would not give one thoaght of such a thing for 
a traveller liko mysolf, who bas succcssively lived on mao- 
aroni at Naples, polenta ai Milan, olla podrida at Valencia, 
pilau at Constantinople, kairick in India, and swallowa^ 
neats in China. I eat evorywhere, and of everj-thing, — 
only I eat but littlo ; and tliis day, on wbich you reproach 
me for abstinence, is my day of i^petite, ior I bave not 
eaten sinco yestcrday morning.** 

** What ! ** cried ail tho guests, ** you, bave not eaten 
for four and twenty boursl" 

"No" replied tbe count ; I was fbmsed to go ont of 
my load to olxtain aome infeimatiim neai Kimea, ao tbat 
I «M aoolowlial Ute^ and I did not cbooao to atop." 

^'Ând joa ata in yonr eamagat" aaked Konwii 

*Ko; I alept, as I gonendlj do whsn I am waaty 
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•withoiit having tho courage to amuse inysôlf, or wben 
I aiii huii^r)' without feeliug inclinée! to eat." 

"But you càXi biecp when you plea^e, Mouaiêur i " aaid 
Monel. 

"V«iy nearly.** 

«Tou bave a iM«îpl Ibr fbilt" 
««An iDfiOUUe one." 

^Thai woiild be invaliulde to os in Aftût» irbo lim 
not alwAjB food to ett» and mely anythîng to diink.** 

^Tei," aaid Honte Grislo; *<bnt nnfartnnatdy mj n> 
oeipt» excellent Ibr a man Uke myael^ who leade an eifiep- 
tîonal life, woold be Yeij dangwong applîed to en amy, 
wbich mîght net awake wben it was needed." 

" Maj «e inqoiie what i» tbia leoeipt t " aaked 

** Ob, je%" xetnmed Monte Cristo ; " I make no secret 
of it. It is a mixture of excellent opium, which I brought 
myself from Canton in order to bave it pure, and tlie Lest 
hashish which grows in thc East, — that îs, betweeu the 
ïigris and tlie Euphrates. Tho^f^ twn in?,rredionts rtp inix^d 
in oi-jnal proportions and fornied mto pilk. Ten m m ut es 
atLci ono is taken, thc ctTort pro<hiced. Ask M. ie Jbaroa 
Franz d'Epinay ; I think he Uk^led tiiem one day." 

*'Ycâ," replied Moroer^ '^be said sometbing about it 
to me." 

**But," said Beauchamp, who in his w^pacity of jour- 
nalist was very iacredulous, " you always carry tbis drug 
about yout** 

«'Alwaji.'' 

Woold it be an Indiienfcion to aak to aœ tfaoee pre- 
eioos piUst" continned Beauèhamp^ hoping to tdw him 
at a dindTantige. 

'*Ko^ Honneor," letuned the oonnt; and be diew 
fiom bb pookat a nairéUooa hm b am mèr e, fomed ont of 
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a siDgle emerald, and closod by a golden lid, wbich 
uii.siTf'Wpd and '^mve passage to a small bail of a greenish 
color, ami abouL the size of a pea. Tîiis bail bad an acrid 
and ponetrating odor. Thero were four or fivo more m 
tbe emerald, which would contain about a dozen. The 
bonbonnière paascd round the table ; but it was nioro to 
examine tlic admirable emerald than to see the pilis thut 
the guesta lianded it around. 

^ Aad is it your cook who prépares theflo pOk ) " asked 
Beaoehamp. 

«Ob, no, Monneiir,*' leplied IfoDfte Ciirto; do nol 
ibvi intrart my nal enjoymenito to the diaentioii of the 
inoapiblOi I am a tdevàUe chemist, and prépare my 
pilla mysdl** 

«Thio 18 a magnifioent emenJd, and tbe laigeak I bave 
ever aeen," aald Obâteaa-Benaiid» *<altfioQgb mj mother 
bai iome fomarkable &mily jewela.'' 

** I bad three similar oneSk" letamed Monte Cristo. " I 
gaTO one to the Grand Seigneur, who moanted it in his 
sabre ; anothar to onr Holy Father the Popey who had it 
aet in bia tiaia opposite to one nearly as large, though 
not 80 fine^ gîven by the Emperor Napoléon to his prede- 
OQiBor, Pins VII. I kept the third for myself, and I 
had it bollowed out, which rcdnced its value, but ren- 
dored it moze commodious for the purpose X mtended 
it for." 

Every one looked at ^Tnnte Cristo with a.stonisbrapnt ; 
lio Rpokp with so mucli aimplicity tbat it was évident he 
spoko iho truth or tbat he waa mad. However, the sight 
of the emerald mado them naturally incline to the forma 
belief. 

**And wliût did thèse two sovercigns give yoti iu iix- 
change for thèse maguificent présents î ** asked Dcbray. 
" The Qrand Seigneur, the liberty of a woman,*' replied 
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ilie count ; " the Pope, the life o£ a m m, — bo that once in 
my life I havo been aa powerful as if Tîf'avpn "had made 
me como iuto the worM ou the iètu|*s of u throne." 

"And it vms Peppiuo you saved, was it not ? " cried 
Morceif ; "it was for hiui that you obtamed jpardoui*' 

"Porhaps," returnod the count, smiling. 

*' Monsieur the Count, you bave no idea what pleasurc it 
gives me to hear you speak thus," said Morceifl " I had 
annooDoed you beforehand to my friands as an endiaater 
of the <Aimbiaa Nighte/ a wiaucd of tbe Middl» Ages; 
boi the Pteiiiiiia aie ao aahUe ia païadoxea lhal tbey 
mistake for eapnoea of tbe imagination tiie moil inaoïtel- 
aUe trath% wben theie trntha do not foiin e paît of ibeir 
dai]y exiatanoa. ITor exampte, hev» k Debmy wbo leack 
and Beanebamp wbo printa eveiy day tiuit â rnomber <À 
ihe Jockey Clob bas bean stopped end tobbed ou tbe 
Bonlemd; that fbnr petaona bave been wwwinated in 
. the Bue St. Denis or the Fanbonig 8t Germain; tbâk ten, 
fiffceen, or tweuty tViieves have heen a i wa t e d in a café on 
tbe Boulevard du Temple, or in the ^termes de Julien, — 
and who yet contest the existence of the bandits of tbe 
Marcmma, of tho Camp<^a di Romana, or the Pontine 
Marahea. Tell them yoursclf that T was takon by bandits, 
and that vrithout your gênerons intorrv>^?'ion I sliould now 
have bcon slcoping in the catacombs of iSt. bebtu»t3nn, in- 
stead of receiviog thom in my humble abode in the iUie 
du Helder." 

" Bah," said Monte Criôto, *' you proiuiiied me never to 
speak of that niisfortune." 

" It was not I who made tliat promise," cried Morcerf ; 
" it ransi huve been somo one else whom you have rescucd 
in the same nianner, and whom you Iiave foi^tten. Pray 
speak of it, for if you décide to relate that event you will 
pezhaps not only repeat a £sw tbings that I aheady know, 
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but will ako acqoAUKt ma with much of which I un. still 
in ignorance." 

" It seems to nie." ruturned tlio cnunt, smilmg, that 
you played a siiiTk !• iitly important part to know as well 
as myaelf wliat happeiied." 

" "Well, you promise me, if I tell ail I know, to xelato 
in your turn ail tliat I do not know 1 " 

"Tliat is but fair," replied Monte Cristo. 

''"WeE," said Morcerf, " for three days I believed myself 
tbe object of the attentions of a mask whom I took for a 
descendant of Tullia or Poppœa, while I iras simply the 
oljjeet of tlie attentions amtadiite, «ad I aufcotUadmi 
to ayoid i>aying peasaat "Wliat I know is that like a Ibol, 
a gneater fool thûi be of whom I spoke jnst now, I mistook 
for this peasant a young bandit of iUleen or sixteen, with 
a beaidlflss ohin and dim waist^ and wbo jnat as I waa 
aboat to impnnt a ebaste adnte on bis lipa plaoed a pîstol 
to mj baadt and aided 1^ aeven or eight othera^ led, or 
lather diagged me, to the oatacombs of St. Sébastian, 
whflfs I foimd a bigblj educated chief of brigands p^ 
ru^inp: • Caîsar*s Oommentaries/ and who deigned to leave 
oQ fl Li ling to inform me that unless the next mmining 
before six o'clock I should havecontnbated to bis money" 
box four tbousand piastres, at a quarter past six I should 
ccasG to exist. The letter is still to be seen, for it is in 
Franz d'Epinay's possession, signed by me, and with a 
postscript of M. Luigi Vampa. Tliis is ail I know ; but 
I know not, Monsieur tlie Count, how you contrived to 
inspire with such respect the bandits of Kome, who re- 
H]ject 80 few. I assure you» Franz and 1 were lost in 
admiration." 

" Nothing more simple," retiirncd the count. **I bad 
known the famous Vajnpa for moro than ten ycars. When 
hd was quiiu a ciuid, and unly a âhepherd, I gave him, 
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for having ahown me waj (o a plM^ «m* pieoes of 
gold ; he, in order to lepay me, gaye me a poniard, the 

hilt of wliich he had carved with hia ovrn hand, and which 
you laay have seeii in my collection of anus. In after 
years, whethei he bad forgottoû this intercbange of prés- 
enta, which ought to havo cemented our fiiendship, or 
whether he did not recollect me, ho sought to tako nio ; 
but on the contmry it waa I wbo captiirod hira and a 
dozen of liis band. I might have handed liim over to 
Roman justice, whicli is somewhat expéditions, and w iach 
would liavo boen capccially so wilk liim , but 1 did iioth- 
ing of the sort, — I suffered hiin and bis band to départ." 

On the condition that they shoold sin no more," said 
Beraohamp, laughing. " I Me with pkaeme tbefc ihej 
have aonpfiUously kept their woid.'* 

No^ Monaenr," ntaned Monte Criito ; ** npo& the 
•impie oonditioii th«t they ahonld leepecl mynlf and 
my friendi. Perhape whal I am about to eay may aeev 
ctnnge to yoa who aie eoeialiatay and vannt hnmam^ 
and yonr dnty to yoar neighbor; bot I neyer eeek to 
pioteet aodety, which dooa soi proteot sm^ «od whâoh I 
will even aay generally occnpics itself about me only to 
i^jnie me; and thoa while I give them a low place in 
my esteem, and préserve a neotnlity towards them, it is 
aociety and my neighbor who are indebted to me." 

** Bravo I " cried Château-Renaud ; " you are tlio first 
man T ever met snfficiently conraf,'eons to preach cgotism 
pure and simple. Bravo, Monsieur the Count, bravo ! " 

" It is frank, at least," said Morrel. " liut I am sure that 
Monsieur the Count does not regret baviuL' once deviated 
firom the principles he bas so holdly avowe(i.'* 

** ÎTow have I deviated from those principles, Monsieur^" 
asked Monte Cribto, who could not liolp looking at Muriel 
with ao muoh intensity that two or thiee Umea the yuuog 
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mm 1mA htm vmSàb io tmknn U» dwtt md piewiiig^ 

Cf IllB OOUUt* 

nû^ Ht do M oiMil^ whon you did nok know^ you did 
good Io yoor iioi(^'bor aiid io aodetj." 
^Qf which he is the biightest orDanMn^" aaid Bera- 

èbamp, drinking off a ^bss uf Champagne. 

« Monnet: r thn Count," cri . 1 Morcerf, "you areat&lll^ 
— yoo» ODO of tbe moet fcmnidable logicians I know ; and 
yon mnst see it clearly prored that inateod of being an 
egotist, yen aie a philanthropist. Ah ! yoa call youiself 
Orienta]; a Levantine, Maltese, Indian, Ohinese ; yonr fam- 
ily namo is Monte Cristo ; Sinbad tlio Sailor is your bap- 
tismal appellation ; and yet tln^ first day you set fnot in 
Paris you instinctîv^^ly possess tho greatcst virtue, or rather 
the chief defect of U8 eccentric Parisians, — that is, y^u 
ai^sume tbe vioes you bave not, and conceal the 'virtuea 
you possess." 

" My dear viscount," returned Monte Cristo, " I do not 
Bee în ail I bave done aiiything tliat merits, either from 
you or tlitao geiitiemen, the pretended eulogies I have re- 
ceived. You are no stianger to me, for I was acquainted 
wiih you : I had gÎTon up tmo rooma to yon; I had în- 
Tited yoa to IneakflMt ih!Ûi me ; I bad lent yoa one of 
my eaitiages ; wo bad wHneaaed Ibe GaniiTal togetber ; 
acnd we bad abo aeen hem a window of tbe Flaœ del 
TopcHo tiie emmtion tbat alfeefted yoa ao mocb tbat yoa 
neady fiiinted. I will appeol to any of tbaae gentlemen ; 
eonld I leavo my goeet in tbe banda of a bideooa ban- 
dH^ aa you tezm bimt Besâdea, yoa know, I bad tbe 
idaa that yon ooold introduce me into aome of tbe Vtsà» 
mikm wben I came to France. Yoa baTe aornetunea pe^ 
bapa loobed upon tbis leaolntion as a mgue and fugi- 
tîva p w j eal^ bat to-diij yoa aee il ia a aoUd leality^ to 
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whieh you niiufc aolNmt undcr penali^f ci Imiknig joqr 

Word." 

I will keep iV' returned Morcerf ; but X Imk thtl 
joa will be much disappointed, accoatomed M joilfll»^ 

pictuiesque events and fantastic horizons. Âmong us you 
will not mcct witli aiiy of those épisodes with which your 
adventiirous existence lias 8o faniiliarized you. Our Chim- 
borazo is Montinartre ; our iliinalaya is Mount Valérien ; 
our Great Désert is tho Plain of Grenelle, where tbey are 
now boring an Artesian well to water the caravans. Wô 
have plenty of Ibiavtki, though not so njany as reported ; 
but thèse thieves stand in far more drcad ol a poiiceman 
tli ui ;» lord, France la so prosaio, and Paris so civilized a 
ciu , liiciL you will not find in ils eighty-iive departments — 
I say eighty-five, because I do not include Corsica — you 
irill not fiud, tkm, in thèse eighty-five departments a ain- 
1^ liOl <m whkh theM ia iiol » îdegraph, or a grotto in 
wbieh the commiasaiy of police haa not put up a gas-lamp. 
Theie ia but ose aemee I can lender yen, and Ibr thai I 
place myaelf entiiely at yonz orden ; thai ia, to p io a ani» 
or make mj ficienda pfeaeni you mrywhm, Beeide% 
yoa baye no need of any one to intiodnoe y«»i,~witb 
jQQt name and youi fintnne and your talent" (Monte 
Oiiato bowed -with a «omewhai ironical smile) ** yon ean 
pzeeent yourself eveiywheve^ and he well reccived. I 
can be useful in one way only : if knowJedge of Parisien 
habits, of the meana of lendeiing yonnelf eomfoitable, or 
of the bazaars, can assist, you may dispose of me to find 
yon a auitable résidence. I dare not offer to share my 
apartmentf» with you a*? T sharcd yours at Rome — I, who 
do not profess ogotism, but ani yet egotistiraî par excel- 
lence, — for except myself, theëo roonis would imt cootaîn 
a shadow, unless it were the shadow of a ^voni iii " 
** Ahy" aaid the ooont» " that is a most coiyugal leaerrar 
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tion; I itoolbel tint ai Bmm jmi nid eometlmig o£ a 
piojeBted iBMxiagei Mêj I eongnkdate joat" 

«The affidr û ifeSI only a project" 

'*Aiid ho who Mj! 'pioject' mama oertamtyy** aaid 

^'No^** npUed Hîc»oeE( **my Mba ia moat aimoiia 
«honl it ; and I hope aie long to intiodiuia ji», îf not to 
my wife, al kast to mj intondad, — MadanioiaaUa fin- 

génie Danglais.^ 

"Eugénie Dangîars ! " said Monte Cristo ; **tall ine^ ia 
not her father M. le Baron Danglarsl" 

"Yes," zetttmod Moiceif ; "a bazon cf leoenfc 

création." 

" What matter," said Monte Cristo, " if he has rendared 
th*^ State spfvif^os whir h merit tins distinction 1 " 

" Enurmous services," answered Beauchamp. " Al- 
though in reality a Libéral, lie negotiatctl a loan of six 
millions for Charles X. in 1829, whv niade hira a baron 
and chovaiior of tho Légion of Hbnor ; so that ha carries 
tlio ribbon, not, as you wouid tiiuik, in lus waistcoat- 
pocket, but at lus button-hole." 

"Ail!" lutcrrupted Morccrf, lauj^hing, "Beauchamp, 
Beaucha,iup, keep that for tlie ' Charivari,' but spare niy 
future father^inlaw in my présence." Then, tuming to 
Monte Czisto^ " You jurt now pionoiiiieed bis nama aa if 
you knair tba bavont** 

I do not know him," lefnmed Monta Cnato; ''hnt I 
ahaU piohaUy aoon make hia aoqwaintanee^ for I hava a 
cvadil opanad iritb him Vf tba hooaa of Biohazd and 
Bhnmt of London, Aiatein and Eakaba of Tianna» and 
Thonaon and Franoh at Borna." 

Aa ha pw mo q n oad tha laat iwo namaa tha eonnt glanead 
al MaTimîtiiD MoifaL If tha aimnger azpaolad to ptth 
dnoaaaaibet on Moml ha waa not miatalran ; MagimfKan 
Tou tu — u 



TBB OOmiT OF M ORTI OBIBIO. 



fiUirtcd as if ho had rcceivod an electric shock, "Thom- 
son and Fioacb I " wid ho; "do jou know tbat hotue^ 
lioBfiieur 1 *' 

"They are my bankers in the capital of the Christian 
world," returned the count, quietly. " Can my influence 
wifch them be of any sf^rvico to you ? * 

"Oh, Monsieur the ('i iiiit, you couM a-.-.i:-t me perhaps 
in researches wliiuL havc Lecu up tu tliu prciciit i'ruitless. 
That house in past years did ours a groat service, and has, 
I know not for wbat leason, always denied having ren- 
dend m thii eenrioe." 

**1 Bhall lie at your oidiii^*'iiid Monte Oneio^ liwiiniug 

^ Bat^" oontiiMMd Monseif^ ** à propo9 of Ikai^iMt», ire 
hATe Bfcmngélj wandend ftom tbe eolgeot We mn 
•pealdiig of ft enitaUe lisbitatioa for the Gouiit of Monte 
Ciûto, Oone^ gentlemen, let ne «11 pxopœe eome pleoe; 
wbeie eheU we lodge thie new goeet in om gnet 
oepîtalt" 

"Faubourg St. Germain," said Châfceau-Renend. "Th© 
eount will flnd theie a obanning hôtel, with a oontt and 

g^rtlen," 

"Bah ! Château-Renaud," returned Debray, "you know 

onîy your dull and gloomy Faubourg St. Germain. Do 
not pay any attention to hini, Monsieur the Count ; livo in 
the Ghauaaéo d' Autin, — that *8 the real contre of Paria." 

"Boulevard do l'Opëra," said Beuuchamp; "on the 
first floor, a house with a balcony. Monsieur the Count 
will liavo his cnshious of silver clotli brought fchere, and as 
he smokes liis chibouque soc ail I^aris pass beforo him." 

"Yo i li ivo no idea, thon, MorroH" asked Château- 
iteuaud j '"you do not propose aii} tliing î " 

** Oh, yea," returned tho young man, smiling ; " on the 
eoxUiaiy, I baye one ; but I expected the count would be 
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lempted hj ona of the IniBiiiit propoadi mtide him ; yet 
w ho liM ont TC|ilîed to ênj of ihem I ynSL ventun to 
ofiw him miito of apartmenta in a èhinniiig hoté!» in 
tho Pompadour tijU, that my aistor haa inhabitod fis a 
jear, in tba Rue Moslay." 

''ToahaToanatart" aikod tha oonni 

** Tei^ MonmeiiT, a tnoat «xeallent riater/ 

««Ifaiiiadf 

*' Nearly nine yeare." 

** Happy asked the coimt agûn. 
Âs bappj as it is permittod to a hnman cwatnr» to 
be,'' replied Haximilian. "8he mazried the znan ûnà 
loved, irho temained faithful to us in our fallen fortune^ 
— Emisatiuel Herbaut." Monte Cristo smiled impercep- 
tibly. " I live thore during my leavo of absence," con* 
tinued Maximilian ; "and I shall bo, together with my 
brother-in-Iaw Emmanuel, at the disposition of Monaiour 
the Count wlicnover he thînks fit to honor ua,*' 

"One minute!" cried Albort. witbout giving Monte 
Cristo the time to reply. " Take care ; you are going to 
sLut up a travoller, — Sinbad the Sail 'i-, a inan who 
comes to see Taris, — to the routine of family iiie. You 
are going to make a patriarch of him." 

Oh, no" aaid Morrel ; " my sister is iive and twenty, 
my hiotber4n-lav ia thirty. They are gay, young, and 
happy. Bandes^ Monaianr tha Coimt inù ba in hii own 
hooMi and only aee tham whan he thinks fit to do aow" 

«Thanka, Monaîauv'* aûd Monte Giiito. «IshaUcon- 
tant myaalf with being pzeaontad to yonr liator and har 
hnahand, if yon will do me the honor to intiodooe ma; 
hnt I eannot aeoapt tha cÊu of any ona of tiieae gentia* 
nmiy ainoa my habitation ia ahaady piapand." 

"What!" cried Moicerf: " you are than gong to a 
hotal ; tiiat will be vaiy dqU for yon.** 
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««WitlaolMdIjloâgeclaftBomel* Mîd Ifontt Cbûto^ 

«'JMCni/ at BoBAft joa tpenl filfy tbonaand piartMt 

in famishing your apntoients ; bat I ytmom» tbat yoa 
an mit diwpWKl to «pend a similar sum every day." 

"It is not that which deterred me," sepUod Monte 
Cristo; "but as I detennioed to bave a bouse to my.'tclf, 
I sent on my valet de chandfre, and be oagbt by tbis tim* 
to bave bougbt the bouse and furnîshed it." 

" But y ou have, then, a valet ds eÀOÊnbre wbo know» 
Paris 1 " said lieau champ. 

" It is the tirst tirae he hiis over bceu in Paris. He 18 
black, and cannot speak," roturned Monte Cristo. 

" It is Ali 1 " cried Albert, in the midst of tbe gênerai 
surprise. 

" Yes ; Ali liimself, my Nubiau mute, wbom you aaw, I 
tbink, at Komo." 

*' CeiUialy," said Morcerf; "I rcculiect him perfectly. 
But how could you cbaige a Nubian to purchase a bouse, 
and a mnto to fbxnlab it 1 he wfll lumi done every tbiug 
wiong, poor faUow." 

Uitdeoeive yonnel^ Momneni^'' replîed Monte Orirte; 

I am quite ame that on the eontiaty he iriU have 
choeen ereiTthing aa I wiah. He knone my taates, my 
eapnoea, my wants j he haa heon heve m ire^ vlth the 
instinct of a hoond^ hnnting hj himself ; he irill haire 
ananged ereiytbing to sût ma He knew I aboold am?» 
to-day at ton o'clock ; dnee nine he awaited me et the 
Barrière de Fontainblean. He gaye me tbis paper ; it eo»- 
tains the ntunber of my now abode. Bead it yonnd^*^ 
and Monto Cristo passed a paper to Ail ort, 

" Ab, thatisieelly original," said Boancharop. 

** And very prinoely," added Cbàteau- Renaud. 

^Whatl doyoanotknowyoiirhoi]ael''askad])ebiiqr* 
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" No/* said Monte Cristo ; " I told you I did not wish 
to be beliind niy timo ; I drcsscd mysolf i& tbd canôage^ 
and doscended at tho viscount's door." ' 

Tlie young men looked at each otlier. ïhey did not 
know whetlier it was a com(Mly Mont© Cristo was playing, 
but every word iie uttered had 8«cb an air ci bauplicity 
that it was impossiblo t<> suppose that what ho said was 
falâe ; besidos, why slmuid he tell a falsehood) 

** We must coûtent ourselves, tlien," said Beauchamp, 
** with rendering Monsieur the Count ail the little services 
iii onr pawer. I, in my quality of joumalist, open ail the 
th f mti W Mi to hink." 

" ThankB» Mouieiir,'' ntaned MoDto Cristo ;"mj «tow- 
aid hM oidon to tak» • box at oMh theatm" 

1» jour flkewwd abo » Kabian t " aakod Delmty. 

*'No^ be la s oonnkiTiiiaB of yonn^ if a Ootsieati ît 
eolmtEyinan of any one'a. Bat 70a know bitn, H. da 
Moroert* 

"la it that emDBiit IL Botiudo^ wbo «ncUntaiida 
biring windowi so well?" 

** Yea ; you saw him tbe day I bad the bonor of receiv- 
ing yoo. He bas been a soldier, a snmggler, — in fact, 
OTerything. I would not be quite sure that he has not 
been involved with the police for aoiiiA tiifle^ — a atab 
with a knifo, for instance." 

"And you bave cbosen this houest citizen for yonr 
steward," said Debray. " Of how macb dœs he lob you 
every year î " 

" On my word," replîed tbe count, " not more tban 
another, I am sure. He answers my poipoee» kuows no 
impoasibility, and so I koop lum." 

"Then," continucd Cliâtcau-Keuaud, "since you havo 
an t'skiblishment, a stcw.ir i, aiul a botcl in tbe Champs 
Élytiées, you waut nothing mvia but a mistreâs." 
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Albert 8111 iled. Ho tljoiiglit of Ihe fair Greek be had 
seea iu the couut's box at the Arg<nitma and Valle tlieatres. 

" I havo soraething better than that," said Monte Crifito ; 
•*I iiavc ki slavo. You procure your roistresses from tbe 
Opéra, tlie ^'audi^vii! -, or tho A uiiuiës ; I pnTchased mine 
at Coustautliiople. il uu^l mo moto, but I b&ve .nothii)g 
to fear.** 

** But you forget,** replied Debiay, laughing, " that we 
an Taaàa bj name aad ibiik by mlan^ as King Chadea 
and; and thaft the momfiiil «he pnta ber Ibot m Fnuuo 
your slaTe beoomea freo." 

*'Th6 fini penon wlio aaea hab" 
Sha apoaka only Bonaio." 
Thaï ia another thingL" 

^ Bot at leaat wa ahaU aea her," aaid Beandbamp; ^or 
do you kaep «anuchs as well as mutes 1" 

" Oh, no," replied Monta Ciiato i I do not aany 
OiM&talism ao fiûr. Efaiy ona about ma ia ftaa ta qoit 
me, and when ha leaves me will no longer bave aoy need 
qI me or any one else ; it ia for that reaeoni parbapi^ that 
they do not quit me." 

Thoy had long since passod to dessert and cigars. 

" My dear Albert," said Debray, rising, '* it is haif-past 
two. Your guest ia charmiug ; but thore is no company 
80 good but tbat one must leavo it, and sometimes for bad 
company. I must return to tlie niinister's. I wili tell 
him of the count, and we shall soon know who he h.** 

" Tako caro," returned Albert ; " no oue iiaa beeû abl© 
to accomplish that." 

" Oh, we bave threo miUiona for our police. It is true 
they are almost always spent befbrehand ; but no matter, 
we ahall atill haTe fifty thooiand lifxaa to apand ioÊ tbia 
purpoea" 
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" And when you know, will you tell me î " 

" I promise you* Au remntf Albert. GenUdineD» good- 

niorning." 

As lie left the room, Debiay called ont loudly, *^My 

carriage ! " 

*' Bravo ! " saiJ Beaiichamp to Albert ; " I shall not go 
to the Chamber, but I h;ive somethiûg better to offer my 
readors than a speech of M. Danglare." 

** For lieaveii's suke, Bcauchaïup," ruturned Morcerf, 
*• not a Word, I heg of you ; do not deprivo me of the 
mtaàk ci inftiodaomg hun. and explaining Mm. la he not 
peenliart" 

''Heiiiiiomtli»tii«^''fepIiedCaiitm^ 
ta ona of the mott eztnoidinary men I erer nw la mj 
life. An 

'*Aa iooii aa I liaTa giTan mj eaid to MonaieBr tlia 
Cooni^ wbo baa promiaed to pay oa a Tiaît ai Boa IfaBby» 
No. 14." 

"Ba aoie I ahaXl not &fl to do so," letamed tbe counl^ 
bowîng. And Maximilian Morrel left the room with tha 
Baron 1 Châtaaa'Banaiid, kaviog Monto Criato alona 
with Moroard 
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OHAPTEE XL 

THI FBURTATIOH. 

When Albert found himseîf aloiie with Monte Cristo, 
"Monsieur the Couut," said hu, " allow mo to commence 
mj ciceroneship by showiog you a spécimen of a bache- 
lor's apartments. You, wbo are accustomed to the palaces 
of Italj, oaa astaiie yotneelf by oalenliting in hoiw muix 
•qnam léel a young num who is sot the wont lodged in 
oiB Hvft. A» we pass lirom one nom to aiiofhery I 
will open tbe wîndowi to lit 70a bpeathe.* 

Monto Cristo had alnadj teen the bietkftat^xim and 
the ealon on tbe gioand-floor* Albert led bxm fimt to bis 
fltodio, wbiob mn, os wo bave aaîd» bis fiiyorita apait- 
ment» Monte Criâto was a wortby appreoiator cî ail thaï 
Albert had collected hei« ; old cabinets, Japan poieélainy 
Oriental stnfis, Venioe g^lss, arms froin ail parts of the 
worid, — OTeiything wae familiar to him, and at the first 
glanoe be ieo(^nized their date, their country, and their 
origîn. Morcerf had expected he should be the guide ; on 
tbe contrarj, it was he who nnder the count*s gnidance 
followed a course of architîology, raiiK-ralogy, aiul natnral 
history. They descended to the tirst floor ; Albert led his 
giiesfc into the salon. The ^on was filled with the works 
of modem artists; ther« were lanilscapos bv DnpitS with 
their long reeds and tall trecs, tlieir lowiitg uxcn and mar- 
vellous skies ; Delacroix's Arabian cavaliors, with their 
loii^' v. hilo bui'iioosfs, their «hining belts, their dam.uskeened 
arniiîi, llxcir hor^e^ who tore each uther with their teetk 
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while their ridera contended fiercely with tbeir maces ; 
aquarelles of Boukin^'«r, representiag JS'otre Banie de Paris 
with that vigor that maked the artùit the rival of the poet ; 
tkere were paîatings by Diats who makes bis fiowen 
bemfâM tlum ibweis» his suas mon bnOIimt Ûiër the 
mn; desigiiii by Deounps, as irhFÎdly edorad as thoio oC 
Salvator Bom, bat moM po«tio; pastels bj Cfoaad and 
Millier^ representiug ohiMrea like angels» «nd women with 
th» featona of Tiigma j akelohaa tom 6011L thé album of 
Danat^B ** Tia^alB in tha Eaat^^' that had been mada in a 
&waaooiida on tha aaddlo of a came], or banaath tha doma 
of a moaqiie, — in » woid, ail thaï modam art oan give in 
«zebanga and aa lecompanaa thaart loat and gonawith 
agee long since past. 

Albert expected to liave something new this time to 
ahow to the traveller, bot to hia giaat anrprise the lutter, 
wîthout seeking for the signatures, many of which indeed 
were only initiais, named instantly the author of every 
picture in such a luanner that it vraa easy tn sce that e^eh 
iiame waa iint only known to him, but that the stylo of 
each had been aj^irpciated and stuiiied by him. Froin 
the salou they p^issed into the bedchainber ; it was a 
model of taste and simple ele<,fance. A sin^;;le portimit, 
signed " Léopold Kobert," shune in it.s cir vcd and gilded 
fmme. This portrait attractod the Count of Monte Criato's 
attention, for Le niadc thrce rapid steps in the chamber, 
and stopped suddenly before it. It was the porbmt of a 
joaatg wonian twenty-fiTe 01 twenty-six yeava old, with • 
daik oompilaxion, and Ugbt and InatroiiB cyes, veiled ba* 
naaih thdr bng laaheSb Sha wora the picturesqoa ooa- 
tnmaof thaOatalanlIahevwomen, — aiedandUaokbodiM^ 
and tha goldan pina in bar haïr. 8he waa ktoking at tha 
aaa, and bar àhadow waa dafinad on tha bbia ooaan and 
aky. Tha lii^t waa ao ftint la tha 100m that Albartdid 
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DOt perceive the palencss that spread itself over the couat's 
visage, or the iicrvous bexiving of liis chcst ami shonlders. 
Silence prevailed fur an instant, duiui^ wiiich Monte 
Cristo gazed iiiteutly on tlie pic turc, 

" You bave there a most cbarming mistress, Yiscount^" 
«dd tiM coontk in * petfeetly cabn tone ; and thîi oo^ 
tune — m ImII ooetomo, doabtleat — iMOOiMt Iwr mort 

''Ah, MmuSmtt" ntomed ARMit^ "I wùM ntmt 
Ibigivê jon this mwtake If you bad mm anotiur pteton 
bend* thi& Ton do nol know my motte. 8h» it ii 
whoD jon aeo hflre; she had h$t porfeEsit pamted fl&UA nz 
«r eîght ywD «go. This oootimio Is « ftnoj one» it ap- 
pean^ and the iMemUenoe ii so gnat thet I think I ttiU 
aee my mother the same as she was in 1830. The ooniit» 
ees had this portrait painted during the eootiVs ebteneei 
She doubtIeM intended giving him an agreeable soipriaej 
Init étrange to say, thie poftrait seemed to displeaae my 
father, and tbe value of the picture, which is, as you see, 
ono of the best works of Léopold Robert, couîd not over- 
come his dislike to it. It is truc, bctween oum'lves, that 
M. de Morcerf is one of tlie most assidnous peers at the 
LnxoTuboiirç, a gênerai rcuowned for tiietjry, but a most 
ilinore amateur of art, It is diflcrciit with niy mother, 
AH ho paints exceedingly well, and who, uiiwiiling to part 
with 80 valuable a picture, gave it to me to put here, 
where it would be Icas likely to disploase ^I. do Morcerf, 
"whose porimii, by Gros, I will also show you. Excuse my 
talking of family matters ; but as I shall have the honor 
of introdnoing you to the coimtf I tell yoa thie to pievent 
jour m*king any aUnaioni to thîe pietova. The pfetore 
aeena to hvn e melign iniiienoa^ Ibc my mother lanly 
eomea heie witbout looking at and atOl moie laiely 
doee ahe look afe il wilkoal weeping. Thla diaagieeouiit 



Digitized by Google 



9HB TBSÊÊOÊBltktlCftU fl^ 

h the only ono that lias ever taken plm^o between the 
connt ancl ronntf^ss, who are still as nmch united, althon-^'h 
married more thaa tweuty jears, as on the daj of theîr 
wedilîng." 

Monte Cristo glanced m]>î(lly at Albert as if to seek a 
hidden meaning in his woids; but it was évident the 
youug man uttered thcra in the simplicity of his heart. 

** Now," said Albert, " that you bave seen ail my trcas- 
ures, allow mu to olTcr thcm to you, unworthy as thoy are. 
Consider youiself as in your ovm bouse ; and to put your- 
self stiU mon ai jwa ease, pray aocompany me to tbe 
apartmants of M. d» Moioeri^ to wbom I wrote ftom Rono 
an Moonnt of tlie tervioas yon lenderad ma, and to whom 
I annonnced your pronuaed Tiait. And I msy aay thaï 
both tho eonnt and ooonteaa anzionaly deaiio to tbank 
yoa in pcnon. Ton aie aomewhat Hué, I knoir ; and 
Andly aoenea bave not mneh affoct on Sinbad tiie Saflor, 
wbo baa aaen ao maay othen. However, accept what I 
piopoae to yon as an initiation into Parisian life, — a ]i& 
of poUteness, visiting, and introdactiona." 

Monte Cristo bowed witbout making any answer ; he 
aeoepted the ofEn withont enthn.^iasm and without ngie^ 
■a one of thooa conventions of society which every gentle- 
man looks upon as a duly. Albert summoned bis servant 
and ordered him to acqnaiîit Monsieur and Madame do Mor- 
cerf of the arrivai of tlie Count of Mciito (!^risto. Albert 
foUowed bim with the count. When tliey arrived at the 
ante-cbaraber, above tb« door was risible a shieM, which 
by its rich ornainonts and its harmony with the resit of 
the fnmitUTO indicat<jd the importance tho nwner attached 
to this blazon. Monte Cristo stopped and examined il 
attentively. 

" AzTire sevcu merlets, or, placed bender," said ha 
i hc&c are doubtless your famîly armst Except for tha 
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knowledyc of blazoïis, that enables me to decipher them, I 
am very ignorant of heraldry, — I, a count of a fresh créa- 
tion, &brieated in Tnscany by the aid of a oommandeiy 
of Saint Stepben, and wbo wonld not bave taknn tbe 
tionbla bad T not been tdd fbaft wb«n jon tnivel nnich il 
k n e e c w ai y. Bendaa^ yoa niiirt bava aomelhîng on tiio 
panda of jour caniagB to eaeapa being aeaiobed by tbe 
eostom-boiua offioera. Exonao mj putting aotih a quaa- 
tion to yon." 

<*It îi sot indiflenet^*' latnmed Moioaif, wxtb tbaaim* 
plidtj of ooDTÎctioD. " Yoa bave gnaned xigbfiy. Tbaae 

aie onr aime^-^thrit is, those of my fatber; but they ai% 
aa yoa flee, joined to anotber sbield, which bas gules, a 
silvpr towcr, wbich are my motbei^s. By her Bide I am 
Spanish ; bat tbe famUy of Morcerf is French, and I 
bave beard, one of tbe oldest of tbe soutb of France." 

" Yes," Toplicd ^îonte Cristo, " tbese bîazoTis prore that ; 
almost ail t'îp pilj^^rims that went to tho, Holy l>and 

took for tlii'ir anus eilher a cross, in honor of thcir mis- 
sion, or hirds of passacr^, in sign of tlio lonir voyage Uiey 
"were abont to mi(lfrt4ike, aiul which they hojjed to accom- 
])lisb on tho winj^s of faitli. One of your aucestors liad 
joined tbe Crusades ; and supposinj^» it to bc only that of 
Saint Louis, that niakos you monut to the thiiteentb cen- 
tury, which is tolcrably ancieut." 

**It is possible," said Morcerf; "my fatber bas in his 
ëtudy a gonealogical troo wbicb will tell you ail that, and 
on wbicb I mada oommaDtaries ÛtA wonld baia gnatly 
edifted Hodar and Jaaoooit At pretuit I aô longer 
think of it ; and yet I srast tell yoa tbat weaie bqgffuuiig 
to ocenpy onnelTea gieatly witb tbeaa tbings «nder our 
popular Govenmient*' 

Well, tben, yonr Govenuneat wonld do weU to dioooa 
fim tbe paat aometbîag batte tbaii tbe tbiiigi tlal I baTO 
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aolÎMd on your mmanuBiAB, and wMoh liATe ao braddie 
meHung -whatevw. As îoft you, YîaooonV' oontimied 
Monte Gnsto to Moutoe^ ''yon an more fbrtimate thaa 
tbe Ooremnioni^ foi your anns aie leally iMentlM, and 

ipeak te the imagination. Yes, you are at once from 
PlOYenoe and Spain ; that explains, if the porfcrait you 
àhewed me be like, the dark hue I aé moeh admiied en 
the iVÊàgo of the noUe Catalane." 

It i?ould have required the pénétration of Œdipns or 
the Sphinx to hare divined the irony the connt concealed 
bencath thèse wf r i-, npparently uttered with the greatest 
pohteness. Morr' ri Uiaiiked hlm with a smile, and pushed 
open the door abovo %v}iich were his arra^, and which, as 
we have said, opened into the aalon. In tho mosl conspio- 
uous part of the salon was aiiothor portrait. It was that 
of a man from thirty-fivo to thirty-eight years old, in the 
nniform of a gênerai officer, wearing the donbls epaulette 
of gold and silver that indicates supenor rank , the ribbon 
of the Légion of Honor round his neck, which showed he 
was a commander ; and on tho breast, on the right, the star 
of a grand officer of the oïder of the SaTioor ; and on tiie 
left tiial of tlie giand eroaa of Chtiàm UL, wbub pioved 
that tbe peiaon xepnaented "by the piotiiie had aer?ed in 
the wan of Greeoe and Spain, or, wbat iras jnsl tbe same 
thing as legarded décorations, bad fnlfilled some diplo- 
matie mission in the two oonntnes. 

Monte Cristo wis engiged in eyaminîng ibis poitiut 
with no Ises caie tban be bad bestowed upon tbe other, 
wben another door opened and he found himself in the 
présence of tho Comte de Moicerf himselL He was a 
man of forty to forty-five years ; bat he memed at least 
ûAj, and his black mostache and eycbrows eontrasted 
strangely with liis almost wliite bair, which was mt short 
in the milifeuy ftsbion. He was dieased in pJain dotbss 
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and won al bû Inittoii^iato ià» jSkhom et tbe diftwmfc 
oïden tp wbiefa he belonged. Thia man «ntond wifth a 
toJanl)^ digniftad step and wiUi a apaciaa of baaia, 
Manto Cristo aaw lûm advanoe lowaids him witkoot mak* 
a aiagle step. It aoemad as if bis fect were fixod 
to the groand aa Ida gaaa waa fixed on tba Comta da 
Morcerf. 

" Father," said the young man, " I hâve the honor of 
presenting to you M. le Comte de Monte Cristo, the gên- 
erons friend whom I had tho good fortune to mtàk in Um 
critical juucture of wliich I have told you.** 

" You are most wclcome, Mousieiir," said the Comte de 
Morcerf, sahiting ISIoiite Cristo with a smile ; " and Mon- 
sieur has rendered our house, in preservin^ its ouly heir^ 
a service which insures bim our otemal crratitude." 

As lie said thèse words, the Comte de Morcerf puaiU^d 
to a chair, wiiile ho seated himself in another opposite the 
window. Monte Cristo, while hc took the scat Morcerf 
ofifered him, placed himself in such a manner as to rcruain 
concealad in the sbadow of tlie laige Telvet curtains, and 
thara ha nad on the «aiewom and lÎTid léahizea iha 
ooont a whole hiatotj of aactet gneft wxittan in aaoh 
«linUe planted by tima. 

''Madame fhe Gonnteta»" aaâd Moioai^ "ivia at hat 
toikt whan ahe waa informed of the Tîaît ahe ma àbont 
to lecaiTo. She irill howerar he m the aalon in t» 
minntea.** 

" It îa a graat honor for me»" retumed Monte Oiiito^ 
to be thu8, on the fiiat day of ay anival in Paria, bronght 
in contact with a man whose merit equals his réputation^ 
and to whom lortane has for once been équitable ; but haa 
die noi atUl on the plains of Miti^ja» or in the mountaina 
of Atlas, a marshal's stafif to ofifer you t *' 
«Oh/' z^Oiad Uxamd, nddening ali^itly, «IlMYalaft 
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ihe s(ixvice, Monsieur. Made a peer at the Restoration, 
I serred thiough th» fint campaign onder the orden of 
Mavéèbil Bomno nt i I mld Hisrafin» expoot a higber 
maki Md wbo Icnoin whaft nûghft lum Inppened had the 
«IdarbiaDGiixaiiaîiiadonthetluroiiel BnitbeBefohitioii 
«f Jii]j 1181^ ii oùtmÊf saiBeiaiitlj glorioua ta aUow îtMlf 
to ba nngiateAil ; and it mm wo fat tH servioen ibat did 
not date from iha inpeiial period. I tandond mj leaig» 
nation ; for whon 7011 haye gainad yonz epanletfeea on the 
tattb-field, jon do nofc know how to aatMBum 011 the 
àlippeiy ground of the salons. I hâve hung up mj awoid 
and cast myself into poUtioa. I hâve devoted myself to 
ittdnatiy; I study the nsefol arts. Dtiring the twentjr 
jeaia I aervad, I oftan wiahed to do ao^ but I had not the 
time." 

" Thèse are the îdeas that render your nation superior 
to any other/' returned Monte Cristo. " A crf^ntleman of 
high birth, possessor of an am})le fortune, yoii liave con- 
sente d to gain your promotion as an obscure soîdier. sif^p 
by step, — this is uncoramon ; then become gênerai, peer 
of France, commander of the Lcgion of Honor, you cou- 
sent to begin a second apprenticeship, without any other 
hope or any other désire than that of one day beconiing 
useful to your fellow-creatures, — this indeed is praise- 
"worthy, iiay, more, it is sublime." 

Albert looked on and listeued with astoniahment ; he 
WB8 not Qsed to see Monte Cristo give vent to such borsts 
ci enthoilaaflL 

Alaa (** continiied the atiaiiger» doiihtkii to dîapal the 
iBght olond that ooveied Moicerfa hiow, ''ire d» nol aet * 
thna in Italy y \7e grow^ aooording to oor noe and ou spe* 
tm, and ne puiaae the aame linei^ aod often the atine 
wlMRiaae àU oor Hw" 

«•Bit^ MoMÎM^" màà «he Gonite de Ubmai^ «ftr a 



I 



Digitized by Google 



S2i TB8 OOUNT OF MONT£ CEISm 

naa et jour awiit^ Itely ia noi s oonntij, aad Funoe 
opem her âioii to teoeÎTe you; respond to lier edL 
Fnnos wiU iiol pMliiqps be uigntefiil to éU Un wotld ; 
ab» traate h«r diilcinn lU, Inift dw aliraja iralooiiMt 
itnngin." 

**àh, Fafher 1" said Albert^ wiih a «mile, «it k eridmt 
you do not know !£• la Comte de Monte Cristo ; he do- 
apiaaa ail honora, and oontenta himaalf witb thoaa that 

aie written on hii padsport." 

" That ia the most jnat imouk,* replied tha ataaogai^ 
"I ever heard made ooncerning myaelfl** 

"You have Lcen free to choose your career," observed 
tho Comte de Morccrf, witb u sigh ; *'and yoa hava choaen 
the path strewed with flowers." 

" Preci.s('Iy, MoDsieur," rejilied Monto Cri^tA, ■w\t]\ oue 
of those smil&s that a painter could never leprtsseiit uor a 
physiologist analyze. 

" If I <lid uot fear to fatigue you," said the gênerai, 
evideiitly charmed with tlie count's manners, " I would 
have takeii you to the Cliambcr ; thero h to-day a debate 
whieh would bo very inteiesting to tboâe who^aiti ûtraugers 
to our modem senatore." 

^ I sbaU ba most grateftal, Koniiainr, if you will at aoma 
Ibtma tima lanaw your o0^ ; bat I hten baa» flattawA 
witb tbe hopa of beîng pieaa&tad to tba eonntafl^ aad I 
win tberefina valC* 

" Ab 1 ban ia my motbar," eriad tba Tiaeoimtb 

Monta Oriato tmnad lound baatUy and aaw Madana da 
Motoatf at tba antnaoa of tba aalon, at tba doov oppoaiia 
to tbat by wbîcb bar bnabaad bad antetad, pala and mo- 
tionkaa; wban Monta Ciiato tnniad round, aba lat ftll bar 
aatti which for some nnknown reason had baaa inatitifl an 
tba gUded do<n^post. She had h^n there aoma momanta 
and bad ovarbaard tba laat wozda of tba imkim, Tba kl- 
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ter XOM and bowed to the ùfmtm, -who inoliiMd Iwnelf 

**Àh\ good beaveiu^ Madiowl*' aaid fhe oornii^ **m 
yoii ii&weQ, « Ib it ilM baat of tlie loom tbat affocts 
yoat** 

Are yon ill, Mothert" mà tibe vÎMMnml^ «(REiagîiig 
towaids Mercédèa. 

8he thanked them botb with * tmîle. " No/' letumed 
ihe ; " but I feel nome émotion on aeeiog for the firat time 
tbe man without whose intervention we should hâve been 
in tears and désolation. Monsieur," continued the coiint- 
ess, a îvanciiig with the majesty of a queen, *' I owe to 
you tliB iifo of my son, and for tliis I blesa you. Now I 
thank ynn for tho pîeasnrc you givo me in thus aironling 
me the (i|)[)ortuiiity of thankingyou as I bave biessed you, 
from the ijottom of my lieart." 

The count howed again, but lower than before ; ho waa 
even palcr than MtTccdès. " Madame," 8;\i(l ho, " Mon- 
sieur tlio Couut antl yourself recompeneo toc generously a 
ainiplo action. To save a man, to sparc a fathers fcclings 
or a motber's senaibility, is not to do a good action, but a 
simple deed ùt bamenity." 

At tbeee word% utteied wiUi the moet ezqaînto sweet- 
neee and poUteneas» Madame de Moioerf leplied, " It ia 
▼eiy fintonate for my son, Monaîenr, tbat be fcnind anob 
a friem^ and I tbank Gk>d who baa brongbt thèse tbings 
to paa^" And Meioédès laised her fine ^yea to beaven 
witii ao ferrent an expression of gratitude that the coont 
&neied he aaw teaia in them. M. de Moroerf appioaohed 
her. 

" Madame,** said ho, ** T have already made my SEXCnasa 
to Monsieur tbe Count for qoitfcing him, and I pray yon 
renaiw them. The sitting commenoea at two ; it ia now 
tbree, and I am to speak." 
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'*QOf^bmf and I wiU en^MTor to mako oor gmit ffugé 
yoni absenoe I ^ leplied the eonnteflB» witb the ïame tooM 
of deep feéliiig. ** Mondeiir the Count»** contmoad ahe^ 
tandag to Mont» Griffco^ " wîll you do va the hoaor of 
passlng the rat of the day with vat" 

" BeUeve mà, Madame^ I feel moaft gntaftd far yonr 
kmdnaaa, bat I came to your door this moming in mj 
traveUing-caffia^ How I am estabUabed in Pana I do 
not yet know, and haidly know where, — a trivial matte^ 
I admit, but causing me somo inquiétude.^ 

" At least, we shall Iiave tbis pleasure anofher timc^'* 
said the countesa ; " jon promise that ? ** 

Monte Cristo incline^ liiinself witbout answeriiig } but 
the geature miglit pass tor asscnt. 

" I will not ilctain you. Monsieur," contiiuted the 
counteââ ; " I would not bave oor gratitude become 
indiscreet or importunai^.** 

"My dear cinint," said Albert, "I will endeavor to 
retum your politt-ness at Konio, and place my coupé at 
your disposai until you Lave had time to provide yourself 
with carriages." 

" A thooaaud tbanks for your kinduesB, Yiscount»" le» 
tuined the Couut of Honte Grlato ; **biii I suppose thafc 
VL Beitoecio haa auitably employed ifae four boon and • 
balf I bave gÎTen him, and that I ahaU find a eaniage of 
aoioe aort leady at the door." 

Albert waa uaed to the coimt'a manner of proeeeding ; 
be knev that Hke XTeio be vaa in aeetob of the impoe- 
aîhle. Nothing, now, that the coant might do eould aur- 
prise him ; but wiahing to jndge with bis own ejea how 
iar the count's oïdets had been exccuted, he aooompanied 
bim to the door of the boteL Monte Cristo waa not de- 
ceiyed. Ajb aoon as he appeared in the Ck»mte de Morcerfs 
ante-ohamber, a Ibotmany the aame wbo at Eone bad 
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"brought the count's car i lo the two young men and nn- 
nounced his visit, sprang ùitû llie vestibule, and when he 
arrived at the door the illustrious traveller found his car- 
nap:^ awaiting him. Tt was a coupé of KoUer's Imilding, 
and with horses and harnesb for %vhich Drako Lad, to the 
knowledge of ail the lions of Pariii, rofusdd on the previous 
day eighteen tliousand livres. 

" Monsieur," said the couut to Albert, " I do not ask 
yoa to accompany me to my house, as I can only ahow 
7011 a habitation fitfeed up in a hurry, and I hore, as jou 
know, a repittaticm to l»ep up for Unpromptn achiere- 
manta Gi?e me^ thanfoie, on» more day befoie I incite 
yoa ; I ahall thon be ooitun not to &il în my hospitality." 

" U yon ask m» for a day, Connt^ I knov wlai to an* 
tidpate ; ît will not te a lionae I ahall me, but a pa]aoa. 
Ton hm deddedly some ffémU at your oontroL" 

** Qood I «pread ihat îd^a,** lepliad Monte Cruto^ ptnt- 
ting hla foot on the velvet-Iined atepa of hia q»1endid car- 
riage^ and that wiU be woith aomotbing to me among 
ÛkB ladies/' 

As be spoke bc sprang înto the vehicle, the door waa 
cloeed, and he started off at a gallo|^ bot not se xapidly 
but that he could notice the almost imperceptible move- 
ment which stirrcd the curtaîns of the apartment iawhiftb 
be had left Madame de Morcerf. 

"Wlien Albert returned to his motht r, he fi>uTi(l hur in 
the boudoir, rcclinint^ in a large velvet armchair, — the 
whole room so ub&cure that only tho shining spangle, 
fiwtened here and ther© to the draj)ery, and tho angles of 
the gildod frames of the pictures, gave a kind of light to 
the room. Albert could not seo the countenance of the 
countess, which was lost in a ilnii veii bhe had put (m lier 
head, and which descended around her featurcs lil:o a 
olood of Taper ; but it seemed to him as though her voicô 
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had altered. He could distingaish amid the perfumes of 
tho iwei «od beliotiopefl in tbe flowmtenâi the ahaip 
taaà fiagnmt odor of TolatO» nlt^ «nd Be naataikaà. ta 
one of the ehased eiipe on the nuitel-pieoe the oonntoH^e 
nneUiag-bottle» teken fnm ita shagreen oim ; and he ex* 
ehitned i& • tone of oneanneN ai he entend, Uj deer 
mother, haTe yon heen nnweU dnring mj ebeeooe 

Ko^ no, Albert I bnt yon know thete nee^ tnheraaei^ 
«nd oiange-ibwen thiow ont et ûieiA, befoie oœ ia naed to 
ihem, aneh violent perfomea.** 

*' Then, mj dear motheri" «ôd Albert, putting hie hand 
to the bail, ** they must be taken into the ante-chambaiv 
Ton an zea% nnwell ; jast now, when yon came into the 
rooiD, you were very pale." 

"Waaipeïe, Albertî" 

" Yes ; a paleness that suits you admirably, Motber, but 
which did not the less alarm my father and rayself ! " 

-Dîd you£ iathei speak of iiu^uiied Marcédè^ 
eagerly. 

*' No, >îadame ; but do you not remembex tbat he 
remarktid tlie fact to you 1 '* 

"Yes, I do remember," replied the cou li less. 

A servant eutered, summoned by Albert's nng of the 
belL 

"Take thcse flowers into the ante-room or drefisiiig* 
room/' said the viscount. "They make the oonntaaa 

unwelL" 

The Ibotmaa obeyed hia ordan. A long pam enanad» 
whlahlaatedvntflaU fheflowem wennnùonred. ^What 
ii thia name of Honte Criato t * Inqniied tbe oonnteaa, 
when the aerrant hed taken awny the laat vaae of iknm 
**Ja ita Ihmîljnaaia^or the name of the «atit^or nmnpie 
tiflel" 

**I belief«b Kother, it ia meiely « tMa Hw eonni 
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purobased an island in the Tuscan Archipelago, and, aa he 
told you today, bas founded a commandery. Yoii know 
the aame thinp was doue for Saint Stephfîi of FIorr:ii *», 
Saint Geoi^e Constautinian of Parma, and even for the 
order of Malta, Excepfc this, he bas no pretension to no- 
hility, and calls himRelf a chance count, altliouL'h the gen- 
enil opinion at Home ia that the count la a mau of very 
bigh distinctiùu." 

Hia manners arc admiiuble," said the counteâs ; at 
least> as fiELT as I ooold judge in the îew moments he 
nmAined bon." 

^'Thej aie pmteti, Ifother; so peifeel that thej surpaas 
hy «fiur ail I bave known in the leading ariatoeiacj of the 
thiea proadeat nolnUtiea of Eniope^ — the English, Spanish, 
and Gennan.'' 

Ilie oonntflaa lefleeted a moment; then, alfcer a ali^t 
haritatîon, ahe said, " You haTO aeen^ mj dear Albert^ «— 
I aak the question as a mother, — you hâve seen M. de 
Honte Cristo in his house ; yen are quick-sighted, have 
mnefa knowledge of the world, more tact than is usual at 
yonr âge, — do yon think the coont ia naUy what he 
appears to be?" 

" What doee he appear to be t " 

** Why, you havc just said, — a man of hîgh distinction." 

^'Itold you, my à^nr mother, he was estcemad sach." 
But what ia your own opinion, Albert 1 " 

" I must tell you tliat I have not come to any dcxided 
opinion i^pecting him, but I think him a Maltese." 

" I do not aak you of his origin, but wliat he is." 

*'Ah ! \7l1at be ia ; that is qtiite anotbar tbing. I liave 
necii so niany reraarkabic tliiugs la connection witb him 
that if you would bave me really say wbat I Uniik, I shidï 
zeply that I ruully do look upon him as one of Byron's 
Imoes, whom miseiy bas marked witb a fittal bxand, — * 
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aome Maufred, some Lara, sonie Wonier, one of those 
reiics, m 8hort, of souio aiicieiit lumily, "wiio, disinliented 
of their patrioiuiiy, have achievfil fortune hy tho force of 
their adventurous geniufi, whicli hua piaced them above 
the law3 of siociety." 

**You say — ** 
I say that Monte Cristo is on island in the miU&t of 
the Meditemnean, withont inhabitanto or ganiaon^ — the 
feani of amugglois of a31 aationn, and piiatea of mry âag. 
Who knowt wbether or not thèse indiutrioiu woiibiee do 
not pay to their fendal lord lome dnoB for hû protection I* 
That is possible,^ aaid the oonntess» reflectbg. 

" Ifever luiiid,'' Qoctinned tho jaaag vusn ; «'■mngglar 
or not, you muât agrée, Mother dear, as yon have aeen 
hlm, that the Gount of Monte CSiîsto i» » rsnitifaibli omii, 
who will bave the greatest fuooeee in the salons of Bnîsi 
Why, this veiy tsoming, at mj abode^ he bcigan his en- 
tnnce into aooiety by stiikiiig eveiy man of ns with 
amazement, not aven ezcepting Ch&teau-Benaud ! " 

*'And wliiit do you suppose is the oount's âge?" in- 
qnircd Mercedes, e^ently attaohing gieat importance to 
this question. 

" Thirty-fivo or tliirty-six, Môthor.** 

" So ! it is im{)ossiMo," said MorcLMlès, rei)lying 

at the same tiinc to wbat Albert said as weli as to her own 
private rellection. 

** It is the triith, liowcver. Thrco or four times he haa 
said to nie, arul coiUiuly withont the slightost prémédita- 
tion : At .snch a period I was 6ve years oKl, at another 
ten yeara okl, at another twelve ; and I, iiiduced by curios- 
ity wkick kept me aUvc at those détails, have compared 
the dates, and never fuund kini inaccurate. The âge of 
this singular man, vfho is of no a^^o, ia thcn, I am certain, 
tbirty-five. Beeides^ Moâier» leniaik hov Tivid fats eje. 
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Iiow lETen^ldaok bis hair ; and Iiîb brow, ihoogli so palep ii 
free ftom wrinklM, — be is noi onlj TigmcniBi bot éh» 
yonng." 

Tbe oonntess bent her bead as if beoeatb s heayy vncf^ 
of bitter tboogbte. "Ând bas this man diqtkyied a 
friendsbip Ibf yon, Albert)" sbe aaked witb a anvOQs 

•hiidder. 

" I am inclined to think so." 

" And — do — you — like — hira 1 ** 

" Wby, he pleasee me in spite of Franz d'Épi nay, wîio 
tries to couvijioe me tbat bo is a beiug letnrned iï-om tbe 
other world," 

The countess shuddered. " Albert," sho said in a voice 
which waa aitered by émotion. ** I bave always put yoa 
ou your guard against new acquaiutances. !Xow you are 
a man, and are able to give me advice ; yet I repeat to 
you, Albert, be pradeni." 

■'Wliy, my âau motbMv it k aoBOMiiy in Qzdar k» 
make yonr adrioe pfaotîoable that I ahonld know belbva- 
hand whafc I bave to diatmat The cmint never plays ; he 
only drinka paie water tinged irith e littie abexij, aad ia 
80 lich iboi he oantiot^ without intending to laugh at n», 
tiy to bonow money. What, theOy haye I to ftai from 
hlmt" 

"Ton an rigbt," said tbe countess ; "and wj îam aie 

wealmee», especially when directed against a man wbo bas 
saved your life. How did your fatber rectt^e bim, 
Albert t It is necessary that we should be moie tban 
compbûsant to tbe count. M. de Morcerf ia aometîmes 
preoccupied, — bis affaire make bim anxiona; and be 
might, without intending it — " 

" î^othing could be in better taste tlian my father's de- 
mcanor, Madame," said Albert ; " nay, more, lie seemed 
|;ieatlj Ûattered at two oz three compliment» wbicb tbe 
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oonnt very skilfully and agreeaUj pûd Imn witb asmuch 
Mse as if he had kmnwn iâm ^eaa thirtj jant. Each of 

thèse little tickling arrows miist hâve pleased my father," 
aJiîed Albert, with a laugb. " And thus they paiied the 
best possible fricnds ; and ^I. de Morcerf even wiahad to 
take Lira to the Chamber to hear tbe speakers." 

The coimtess made no rcply. Slie fell into so deep a 
revery tbat lier eyes pradiially closed. Tlie young nian, 
standing up before her, garni n\nm her with that filial 
affection whicb is more tender and endearing with childrtsn 
whose mothere are still young and handsomc. Then, 
after aeeiiig lier eyes closcd, and hearing her Liiaihogently, 
he believed she had dropped asleep, and lefL the apartmcnt 
on tiptoe, closing the door after him with the utmost pie- 
«talUni. " Thit deril of a fellow t *' he matteied, aMdiig 
hif hflad : ^ I nid at iliB tiine he woold cfeate a mnution 
hcm^and I metaon hii elTeet by an in&IHT>te ttwniwiiietoR 
My mother haa notioed lum, and he nnat theieibie perfinve 
he xemaxkable." He went down to the atahlea, noi wftli- 
ont aome aligfat annojanoe wlien he nmembered tbat the 
Goant of Monte Otiato had kid bîa banda on a *' tomont'' 
wbieb aent bîa baya down to nnmber two in the optnim 
of connoiaNiua. ^ Moat deddedly,*' aaid he, " mm noé 
ei^nal ; I miist beg my ftther to develop tid» anlgMt in tha 
Chamber ofFeen." 
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GHAPT£B XIL 

MOM8IKUK BEEIUOCia 

Dinm tlib time Hm eoniift had airi^ at bk honm, It 
had takaa him six minotos to perfémn the disfcaiioe; but 

thaïe six minutes were sufficieut (o indooe twpTity yoong 
mail -who knew the price of the équipage they bad b^n 
vnable to purchase tbemselves, to pat tbaiz borées to a 
gaUop in order to aaa tha riob fonigncr -v^ho could aiford 
to gÎTe ten thousand livres apiece for hia horses. The 
bouse Ali had chosen, and whiuh was to serve as a to^m 
résidence to Monte Cristo, was situated on tlie right hand 

as you ascend the Champs Elysées. A thick clurap of j 

trees and shrubs ro^ in the centre, and masked a portion ' 

of the front ; around this shnibbery two alleys, like two 

anns, extended right and left, and formed a carnage-drive 

from the iron gâtes to a double portico, on every stop of 

wliich sLood a porcelain vase filled with fiowcrs. 'ïhvA 

house, isolated from the reat, had besides tho main en- 

tranco another in the Rue Ponthieu. Even before the 

coachman had hailed the ooneierge, the massy gataa XoUfid 

on theîr hinges ; tliey had aaea the oomit eoming, and at 

Pkuna, aa ereiTwbera alaa, he was aerrad with the rapidity 

of lightning. The coachman enteied and daaoended the 

half-oirale withont slaokening hia speed, and the gaiea 

ira» filoaed aie the wbcda had ceaied to aovnd on the 

fftmL Tbe caniage atopped at the left aide of the po^ 

tico i two nen pieaentad thamaalTea at the eaniage-window. 

The one waa Ali, who, amiling wîth an ezpieaaion of the 
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most sincère joy, seemed amply lepaid by a mer» look 
ftom Monte Ciisto; the other bowed letpectlally, and 
offorad hÎB aim to «nirt ooimt fn deeoendingi 

** Thasloy M. Bertooeio," taid tbe want, liglitly sprîng- 
ing up the thxee stops of ihe.portioo ; " and the noteiy t** 

^ He is in the smsU salon, Exeelhnqf," letamed 

"And the oaids I oïdeied to 1m engiaved as soon as 
yoa knenr the nnmher of the bonsat" 

** Monsîeiir the Connt, il is done alieady. I hâve been 
myself to the best engiaTor of tbe Pahua-Royal, vfho did 
the pUite in my piesenoe. The first card struck oiï waa 
takan, aoeording to your orderF. t M. le Banm Danglars, 
Bue de la Chauatée d'Antin, N( 7 ; tbe otbers an on the 
uantel-pîece of your £xcellency's bedzoom." 

" Good ; wbat o'olook ia it ) 
Four o'clock.'* 

Monte (Jrisio gave his liât, cane, and gloves to the sam© 
French footraan who had caii(^d his carnage at tbe Coiut© 
de Morcerf's, and then lie passed into the small aalon^ 
j^feceded hy Bertuccio, who showed liim the way. 

" Thèse are but indiffèrent uiarbles in thisante-chambor," 
8aid .Muute Cristo. " I truât thcy ail wiii aooix be taken 
away." 

BertUQOÎo bowed. As tbe steward had said, tbe notaij 
stwailsd the oonul in the snian sidon. He was a simple> 
looking lawyei^s eletk, élevated to the eztaoïdinaiy dig- 
nitj of a pvoTÎneial serifener. 

" Ton aie the notary empovend to eall the ooiinfcE|<> 
hmm that I wish to pntehase^ Houdeart*' asked Hoola 
OristoL 

Yei^ Monsispg the Coimt^'' nlozned the noiaij. 
«*Is the deed of sale rsadyl" 
« Yes, Monnaar the Oonni* 
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"Ytnj vell ; and whan btius lunuethat I pnnhaidl*' 
aaked the omnt, canlfl«ly, addntsing Mnaelf hû£ to Bo^ 
taedo^ luilf to the aotaij. The «feeiraid made » gettnie 
tbai iigiiîfied, I do mot know." The notezy looked et 
ooant with aatonîshmeiit. '* What 1 " tiid *'doeB 
nol Mouneor the Oooxift know wheie the home he pur- 
ehaies il «itoated 7 " 

" No," returned the coanl 

*' n'>ieur the Count dops iiot know itV* 
Uow sboald I know it 1 I hâve arrived from Cadîz 
thifl morning. I hâve never before been at Paris ; and it 
it the firat time I have ever oven set my foot in France I " 

"Ah ! that is diffeTent ; tho îioiiso you piirchaso is situ- 
tàfità at Aateuil." At theso words Bortiiccio tumed pale. 

"And where is Anteuil 1 " asked the count. 

"Two steps from here, Monsienr," replied the notAry ; 
" a little boyond l'iussy, — a channing situation, in the 
heart of tho Bois do BonlopTie." 

" So near as th.it '{ " said tho count; "but that is not 
in the country. What made you chooâe a bouse at the 
gâtes of Paris, M. Bertuccio 1 ** 

" I ! " cried the steward, with a strange expression. 
«Monnenr the Count did not cfaaige me to pmohaae tbis 
lioaae. If Momrieiv the Count will leooUect — if lie iriU 
think— " 

«Ah, tnu^" oheer?ed Honle Crislo; " I xeooUeet now. 
l lead the adveitiNiDflDt in one of the papen^ and iras 
tempted hj the fidae tîtle^ 'a conntiy-hoiiaeL"' 

''It la not yet too late,** oried Beituooio^ eageilj; "and 
U jwa ExoaUenej 'will intruet me with the oommianonf I 
will find yen a botter at Engbien, at Foateaay aox BoaÎM^ 
er at Beliame." 



I 
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^Oh, no,"* letomed Hmito CMiy, negHgenilj; ^aioM 
I haip» I «iU Ibwp it" 

And yofa m quito lighi,** aùd ibe notaiy, who ftmd 
to loM bis fioa. '*It iiiaehanmngplaoe^ — mmiiiff iraitr^ 
fine tiMi^ €Oi&fi>rtâb]e habitatioii, «Ithongh abondotiad 
for « long tîiii«^ vithout fookoniog fha ftmitorei whuhy 
•Itboagh old, is yet vilnabla noir fhal nid tbingi ân lo 
naoh aoiight after. I suppoio Kosaieiir tfao Conat lu» 
the tastes of (he dayt" 

" To be siirc," letumed Monte Crieto; "ifc k twjt con- 
yenient, then I " 

" It is more, — it is m^nificeni" 

" Pestf / ht us not lose such an opportunity," returned 
Monte Cristo. "Tho c!co<î, if you ploase, Monsieur thô 
Notary." And lie signcd it mpidly, aftor having first nin 
his eye over that part of the deed in wl)irh xvprp' fîpooified 
the situation of the honse and the namcs oi the propnetors. 
** Bertuccio," said lio, " give llfty-five tlionsand livres to 
Monsieur." Tlic st<?\rartl loft the room with a faltering 
step, and retiiriii d with a hnndlo of hank-notes, which the 
notury counted like a nian wlio never givcs a rcceipt for 
nioncj until aftcr légal cxamination. 

" And now," dcmanded the oount, " are ail the forme 
oompUed withl" 

"An, Moneieur the Gonnt'' 

"Hâve you the 

"Thtf aie in tho heade of tho coneUijfi, who tairas 
OMO of tho hooae; but here û tho oïdar whieh I havo 
mittan hîm to ùMSl Monaieai tho Oount m hia now 
pooeaaaion.** 

"Teiy well ; " and Monte Gtîato mode a aign with hia 
haad to tho notaiy, whioh aaid* " I havo no lîuthar noed 
of you ; you may go." 

" Bnt^" ohoor? ed tho honeat notaiy» j<m aïo niatakan. 
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I lliiiik, Monsieur tho Ck)imt^ it is onlj £ftj thonnnd 
livrer?, evorythiiig inoluded." 

"Aiid your feo]" 

"Is included in tbis sum." 

"But havo you uot come £rom Auteuil hereî" 

**Ye8, certainly." 

''Well, then, it is but fair that you should be paid for 
jour loti of time and tiouble," said tbe ooimt; aod h» 
made a geatm «f poBto dismiwi. Hm notaiy I0II tbe 
loom lMokwaicl% aad bowing down to the gronnd; it mm 
tiie tot time be liad evar met snob a dieni 

''See thie guiUonaa eut»" «nd the eouni to Ber- 
tomb. And the itowaid fdlowed tlie netny ont of 
the room. 

Seatealj me the oount alene^ wheûi he dieir flom hia 
poeket a book eloeed wttb a kek, and opened it with a 
key which he woxe loond bîa Mok, and wbîeb never kft 
him. Aller having sougbt for a few sûnntei^ he atopped 
at a leaf which contained a few notes and compared them 
witb the deed of sale which laj on ti c table, and reviving 
bîfl reooliections» " ' Auteuil, Kue de la Fontaine, No. 28.' 
It is indeed the same," said he ; " and now, am I to rely 
upon an avowal oxtorted by religious or by physical ter- 
rer 1 However, in an hour I shall know ail. Bertuccio ! " 
cried he, striking a light hamnier with a pliant liandle on 
a smali gong. " Bertuccio ! " Tlie steward ajippRn'd at the 
door. "M. Bertuccio," said the coiint, " did you not ouoe 
tell me that you had travelled in France 1 " 

" In some parts of France, — yes, Excellency." 

** You know the environs of Paris, then ^ *' 

*'No, Excellency, uo," returned the steward, with a sort 
of nervous trembling which Monte Cristo, a connoi&^Gur in 
aU émotions, rightly attribated to great disquietude. 

"It k anfeitunatc^" ntomed hd, ** that you baTO norer 



visited tha envifoiuiy for I wîsh to Me mj mw propertj 
thifl evening; and in going with me joa m^bJ^ h$n% 
givcn me some useftil information.'* 

"To Auteuil ! " cried Bertuccio, wliuf^e coppet OOIII-* 
plexion became livid, — " 1 go to Anteuii ] " 

"Wcll, what is there surprising in that? When I 
livu at Auteuil jou muat corne tbere^ as you belong to 
my service." 

Bertuccio hung down his head beforr tîie iinponouà loolc 
of liis mastcr and remained motiouloââ, without making 
any auàwcr. 

**Why, "what bas bappened to yout Are you going 
to make me ring a second tîme for the cariiage 1 " asked 
Monte Crieto» in the ïame tone that Lonis XTV. pro- 
soonoed the iiuiioiii <* I hâve been almoit ohliged to 

Bertuooio nwde hnt one boond to the ante-éhamber 
and oried in a hoane Toioe^ *'Hia BzoeUenoj'a honeel" 

Monte Ciisto wrote tvo or thiee notée j and ae ba 
■ealed the laet the etewazd appeand. '* Tooi ExeeDene/a 
eanîage is at the door,** laid h& 

" Well, takeyoor bat and ^oves,** returned Monte Cristo. 
Âm I to aeoompany yoo, Moosieor the Count t ** oiied 
Bertuccio. 

** Certain] y, yott mnst give your oïdm, lor I intend 
aiding at tbe bouse.** 

It was unexampled for a servant of the connt*s to dare 
to dispute an ordor of his ; so tlio steward, without sa\'ing 
a vrord, followod bis master, who got into tho carriage and 
signi^d liin) to follow, %vbidii be did, seating bimseU' reapectp 
fully on tbe front seat. 



r 



XBB HOmn AT A1]TIUIL 239 



CHAI'IEB Xni. 
m Houn àx Amnm» 

Monte Cristo hari r. iu irkul that as they descended the 
staircase Bertuccio sigued himself in tho Corsicaa manner, 
— that is, had fonned the sign of the cross in the air with 
hi.-, thiHub, — and as he seated himself in the carriage, niut- 
tercd a short prayer. Any one but a curious man •would 
have had pity on seeing the steward's extraordinary répug- 
nance for tbe ocmni's piojected drÎTe boyond the walk; 
bnt it «eemed the oount waa ioo omioiu to exonw Bntoe- 
fliothlflitUe joniiiej. In twenty miniitet tbaj wen il 
Antoml ; tho fltewaxd's «notioa had oontinned to incnasa 
aa they entend the viUega Bertaoâo^ eiooched in a cor- 
ner of the eairiagep h^gpui to examine with a ftfveriah aax- 
ielj ereiy hoose thej paapod, 

'^TeiU them to itop at Bne de k Fontuneb Na 38»** 
ioid the eonnt, fixing hîa eyes on the atewaid, to whom 
he gave thîs order. 

Beitaecio's forehead was covered with perspiration ; but 
he obejed, and leaning out of the window he eried to the 
coachman, " Rue de la Fontaine^ No. 28." 

No. 28 waa situated at tbe extiemity of the rillage ; 
during the drive night had set in, or rather a hlack cîoud 
chargcd with electricity gave to that early darkness the 
appf^amnce and solomnitv of a ih imatic épisode. Tho 
carnage etopped ; the footman sprang oS the box, and 
opened the door. 

** Wàl,** said the oount^ " jou do not get ont» M. Ber- 
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tuccio, — you are going to stay in the caniags^ thaat 
Wliat are you thinking of this eveningî" 

Bertuccio sproiig ont and otVerod Lis .«houlder to tlie 
oount, who this timo leanod upon it as he desceodod the 
ihree steps of the carriage. 

"Knock," said Lhe connt, "and announce me." 

Bertuccio knocked ; the door opeued, aud tiie concierge 
appeared. " What is it 1" asked he, 

"It is your new master, my good fellow," said tbft 
footman ; and h» beld oui to the ameierge tha nobOT's 

flldlBK» 

<*T1m hotne la aotd» thant" demanded tha «MWMiyw/ 
**aiid tliia gonfleiBaii îb eoming to lha hanf 

" Yea^ wf fiîaiicl," fetnmad tha ooont ; *'aiid I irill an- 
deaTor to gita yon no aaoaa to ngiat jooi old naattt.* 

" Oh, Kounanr,** aaid tha eoncitrye, " I ahall nol haTO 
rnneh aaoaa to regret hîtn, Ikvr ha oama hua hiit addooL 
It iB fiT8 yaan linoe ha waa here last ; and he did well to 
tell the houae» fsr it did not bring him in anythîng at ail.** 

** What waa tha aama of jour old maatarf ** aaid Monta 
Crifltfx 

" M. le Marquis de Saint-Ména» Ah, I am ama ha haa 

net sold tbe house for what he gave for it" 

"The Marquis de Saînt-M»^ran ! " retnmcd the connt. 
" The nameis not unknown to me ; tho MarquU da Sainlr 
Mdran ? " and ho appeared to moditate. 

"Aûohl gentleman," continued the conaW^e, "a stanch 
followcr of tlie Bonrhons ; he liad au only dauglitei, who 
Tnarricd M. de Villefort, who had b«M»n the procuretw du 
roi at Nîmes, and afterwards at Ver^aiUe.s." 

Monte Cristo gîanmî at Bertuccio, wlio became whitcr 
thau the against which hc leaned to prevent himself 
from falliiig. "And is uot this daughter deadt" do- 
maudod Monte Cristo ; " I fiuwy I haiva haaid aa** 
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** Tes, Monsieur, tweuty-ono yoars ago ; and aince tiieû 
we bave not seen tho poor marquis three times.** 

** Thanks, tbanka^" said Monte Criâto, judgiug from the 
itowiid's utter prostfation that he ooold not ttnteh'tfae 
eofd ftilhflr withont danger of Ineakiiig ii ** Gi?» 1110 « 

'* Shall I Moompany yofo, Monnenr t " 

*'yo» ît » nnnociuMÉi y ; Bertuodo will light me." Aad 
lloiito CSnilo aooomptnied tlieie words b y tli« gift of two 
pleon of gfMf whkJi pcodnoed » toneat of tluKoki and 
bleMingi from fho coiuùfgt» 

''Ah» Motuieiir,** said he, after liaving Tatnly aearcbed 
on the mankel-piece and the shelvM^ ** I bave no candlea." 

Take one of tho eaoiago-laiDps, B^rtoodo^" aaid tbe 
connt, " and show me the apartments.** 

The steward oboyed in silence ; but it was easy to seo 
from the manner in which the band that held the light 
trembled, how much it cost him to obey, Thcy went 
ovor a tolerrtbly large gronnd-floor, a first fluor consisting of 
a salon, a liathniom, iin l two bedrooms ; by oue of thèse 
bcdrooii i s tliey arrived at a winding staircase that opened 
on to tbe garden. 

" Ab 1 ber© is a private staircase," said tho count ; 
**that is eonvenient. Light me, M. Bertucoio, and go 
first; we will see where it leads to.** 

"Monsieur," roplied Bertuccio, ^' it leada to tlio garden.** 

" And, pray, bow do you know tbat î " 

*' It ought to do 80, at least." 

« WoD» kl Ht In fUM of thaï" 

Bartnooio aiglieci, and irant on fint; tho ilain led, in 
hgi, to tho gaidaiu At the oatev doov the afcewaid 
paosad. " Go on, M. Beitucoio^" said tho eoont. Bat ho 
to whom ho spoko waa stopefiod, bewîldoredtttiuiiied ; hia 
haggaid ^yas glancod round» as if In aoKieh of tho tiMaa 

you IL «M 
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ot «OOM temUo erent» and with his dlnehed hftiidi h» 
B oeme d itâYÎqg to ahat ont «him homble reeoUeBtioafc 

«WeUI** îMiitod tb« oomit 

"Ko^ 90^" enod Bertiuseio, aettiiig down tiie knlem «t 
Htn ftn^ <^ fhe iaterior waÛ. " Ko» llontionr, It it îm- 
poinUe ; I oaa go no ftithei." 

«Wlwl does thÎB meuLf damaiuM tho îbmMU* 
Ydce of Monte Ciûto. 

''Why, yoa must see, Monsieur the Count," cried the 
■tewiid* ** tliAt thit il not natural, — thaï hA?ing a house 
to purchaBe, yoa purchase it exactly ai Axiteuil ; and that^ 
ptuobasing it at Âuteuil, tbis liouse should be No. 28, Rue 
de le Fontaine. Oh I why did I not tell you ail t I am 
sure you would not bave forccd me to come. I hoped 
your houso would havc bcen somo other (*ne thaii this ; 
as if there was not anothei bouse at Auteuil tbau tbet 
of tbe assassiuation ! " 

" Ah, ail ! " crie<î Monte Cristo, stopping sudiîenly, 
" vvhnt words did you utter ] Devil of a mau, Coreican 
that yuu are, — always mystorie® or STipcrstitions. Como, 
tako the lantern, and lot us visit the garden ; you are not 
afraid w ith me, I hopeî" 

Bertuccio raised the lantern and obeyed. The door, as 
it opened, disclosed a gloomy sky, in wbicb tbe moon 
stiore Tainly to struggle through a see of doods thet 
oofeied lier with tlwir eombre trave, tbet ibe illimiiiied 
fiir en inifeant^ and was tlien lott in the deikneaib The 
atewud wialied to tun to the kft. 

« No, no^Monsieiuv'*aaid Honte Griifco; <<vhatk «lie 
naeol foUowing the alleyal H«re ia a beaotîM lawn; lai 
ne go on atiaight forwarda.** 

Btrtuedo wiped the penpixetiaii ftom hla hiow, but 
obfljed ; howern, he oontinued to take the left band. 
Monte Gnato^ on the oontiaiy, took the right hand; 
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ttirived near a clump of ke^, he stopped. The steward 
could not restiain bimself. " Move, Monsieur, — moTe 
away, I entrcat yoa; you ara axaotly ia tbe apoti" 

" What spot ] " 
" Wherc ho fell." 

" My dear M. Bertnccio," said Monte Cristo, langhing, 
"reoover yourself; we aro no longer at Sartèno or at 
Cortë. Tins is not a ma<^tiis but an English garden,' — 
badly kept, I own, but you must not calumniate it for 
that" 

" Monsieur, I iiupiore you, do not stay there ! " 

** I think you are going mad, Bertuccîo," said thc count, 
coldly. "If that is the case, I wam yoo I ahall have 
you pat itt » Imuitie asylanL** 

"A]a% fizoéUency,'' ntaned Bertawio^ joining hia 
handi^ and ahaking hia hmd in a manner tliaft would have 
«xoited the oount'a langhter, bad not thoughts of a aupe- 
rior inteveat oooapiad liini and rondosed bim attentive to 
the kaat revélation of thia timoroua eonsoienoe^— ^'aka^ 
Ezoellenoji the evil haa anived 

Bertaodo/' aaid the oonnt^ " I am Teiy glad to teU 
you that while you gestienlate yoa wring your hands and 
roU your eyes like a raan possessed by a devil that wiU 
not leave him ; and I bave always lemaiked that the 
devil moat obatiuate to he ezpeUod ia a Beeret. I knew 
you were a Coniean; I knew you were gloomy, and 
alwaya brooding over some old history of the vendetta ; 
and I ovorlooked that in Itaîy, bccans^e in Ttaly those 
things are thought nothing of. But in Franco assassina- 
tioû is generally held to hf ïti very bad tasto ; there are 
gendarmes who occupy themselves with snch a£Dûis, judges 
who condemn, and scafifolds which avenge." 

Bertuccio clasped his hands, and as in ail thèse evolu- 
tious ho did not iet iall the lantera, the ligbt showed bia 
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pi]» and altend oovBteaaiiMi Monte Cristo innuninf4 
him nifth the same expression with which at Borne hé 

Lad YÎewed the exécution of Andréa, and then, in a tûM 
that made a shudder pass through the veins of the poor 
steward, " The Abbé Busoni, then, told nio an untruth," 
said he, "when aftcr bis journey in France, in 1829, he 
sent yoxi to ma with a lett«r of recommeudation, in which 
he enumerated ail yonr valnahle qualities. WpI], I shall 
Write to the abbë ; 1 shall reuder him rr iumsiMo for his 
} l otég^ê misconduct, and I shall soon kiiuw ail ubout thie 
asciaâsination. Ouly 1 warn you tlmt when I réside în a 
covmtry, I conform to ull lU code, and I bave no wiah to 
embroil myself with French justice fur your sake." 

" Oh, do not do that, Excellency ; I have always served 
you fidthfuUy,** cried Bertaocio, in despair. " I have él- 
waya been an honeet mu, and as jhr «• lay in my power 
I liave done good." 

I do not deny it," letumed the oonnt ; bnt why aie 
you thiu agitatodf It ii a bad sîgn ; a qniet coneoienca 
doei not oocaeion sach palenea in tiie olteeks and aneh 
ftgnet in the handa — 

But» Monflieur the OouDtk*^ ie|»lied Bertoodo^ biriti^ 
ingly, "did not M. l'Abbë Bnaoni, who heard my omt- 
ftarion in the prison at Ntmes, tell yon I had a lieaTy 
reproach to maJce against myaelfL" 

'*Tes; but as he f;aid tou would make an atoaUent 
•teward, I conduded you had stokn, — that was ail." 

''Oh, Monsienr the Coantl" zetumed Bertnooio^ 
contemptuousîy, 

" Or, as you are a Corsicau, that yon had bcen unable 
to resiët tlie dosiro of making a peau^ as you call it." 

"Yes, my good Tnastnr/' cried Bertnccio, casting him- 
eelf at the count's fet^t; ^'it was liimply a yengeuioey 
nothing else." 
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**l imderatand that ; but I do not undeistand what it 
18 that galvanizes you in tluo marmer." 

**But, Monsieur, it is xorj nattnal." r>_'tn riir'(l Bertuccio ; 
"since it was m thia liouae tiiuL vengeance was 
accomplished.** 

«What! my houae!** 

^ Ohf Monmor tbe Oount^ it w9ê not yonit tben." 
Whowy thon t M. le Marquis de Saînt-Méfan, I thnik 
fhe concierge sud. What had you io menge on tlie 
Marquis de Samt-Mémnl" 

**Oh,fSk waa sot on bin, Monneur ; it mm on another." 

''This ie ■tnage^'* letnined Monte Cxisto^ leaming to 
yidd to hie lefleetiom^ — ''that yen ehoold find youMMlf 
without any prepantion in a bouée wbere the OTont bap 
pened that causes you 80 mach remorse/' 

" MonaieDr," sud tbe steward» "it is fatality, I am sure, 
flnt^ you pnicbaBe a borne at Anteuil ; that bouse is 
tbe one wheie I bave oommitted an sasassuBation ; you de- 
seend to the garden by the same staîrcase by which he 
descended ; you stop at the spot where ho received the 
blow ; and two paces fartlier is tbo grave in which he had 
just buried hia child. This is net f hance, — for ohance 
in this case resernblcs Providence too rauch.** 

" Well, Monsieur t!ir Corsican, let us suppose it is 
Providence. T ahvrt \ s suppose anything poople pleaso ; 
and besides, you raust concède soniething to diseased 
minds. Corne, coUect yourself, and tell mo ail." 

" I have never related it but once, and tliat was to 
the Abbé Busoni. Such things," contiuued Bertuccio, 
shaking his head, "aie only related under tbe seal ni 
oonteion." 

*"!rben," saîd tbe eonnt, *' I xefer you to yoar eonfesM». 
Tom Cburtcenx or Trappist, and tskto yonr ssorafea; but 
as Ibraii^ I do not like any one vbo la alamed by snob 
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j)]i;Lnt.isms, and I do mit rhoose that my servants should 
bc afranî t i \valk iu tiie gardeu of an pvening. I c'Ltut'ess 
I am not very desirous of a visit from Ihe commissary of 
police; for in Italy justice is only paid wlicn silent, ia 
Franco she is paid only whcn she speaîc5?. Peste ! I 
thouglit yoii somewhat Corsican, a great dcal smuggler, 
and an excellent stuv.aui; but I sce you havo othor 
strings to your bow. You are no lougûr lu my service, 
M. Bertacdo." 

M ojj^ Monakoi the Comil^ Mom&atir ihe 'Goant 1 " msid 
thefltew«id,atnu)kwiih tairar «t thîi tineai, «'if tbtt û 
the only reaton I eaimot ranam in yonr Mnrke^ I irill 
tell al], —for If I quit yov it will onlj lie io go to the 

«That îi difibient^" lepUed Monte Griato; «biit If jon 
întend io tell an nntroth» nfleek It weze bsttai not to 
apeak at alL** 

" Ko, Monsieur, I awear to you by my hopaa of aalv»- 
tion I wiU tell you ail, for the Abbé BoBooi himaalf onlj 

knew a part of my aecnt; but I pray you go away from 
that plane-tree. The moon is joat buistùig thioogh the 

cloud^ and there, standing wbere you do, and wrapped in 
that cloak that conoeala yoor figure^ you xemind me of 

M. do Villefort." 

"Wbatr' cned Monte Cziato, "it wa% thei^ M. de 

ViUefortr» 

" Your Excellency knows him 1 " 

«The former jtrocttreur du roi at Nlmeal " 

«Yes." 

^ Who marned the Marchais de Saint-Méran's daughterr* 
«Yes." 

**Who enjoyed the réputation of being the most se- 
▼ere, the most upright, the most ngid maglstrate on 
the benoh)" 
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*' Well, Monsieur," said Bertaodo, " this maii intih tliii 

apotless réputation " 

Bail I " replied Monte Cristo, " impossible I " 

la as I tell juu/' 

of ttot"'^^ ' «aiti Monte Cristo. "Haye you pioof 
«Ihadit* 

"And yon hâve lott it j how stupid ! " 

*T«8; Imt by oanftil search it might be recovered." 
^Beallyt** ntuned ihe count ; " relate it to me, for it 
begma to inkarait ma" And the count, humming aa air 
nom "Look di Lammennow," went to sit down on a 
bench, while Beiitiioeîo Mowed him, ooUe<^ing his 
uoQgliti. BaitiMdo nrnuiMd ttandiiig befiu» him. 
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"At what point shall I begin mjr storj, Monsieur th» 
Couiitl" asked Bertucfio, 

'* Wliero you pieuse," rctumed Moule Cmto, " since I 
know Dothing at ail of it*" 

"I tbought M. l'Abbé Boioiii bad told jm 
EzoelIeiMy." 

'*Som6 partienlaiBy dcmUlan; bai th«l f» 8eT«& ot 

eight years ago, aad I bttre fmggott&n ihitm,*' 

*<Tbe& I oAi apeak wîtboiit ftar of tiiing jour 
Ezwllmoyt'* 

"Go on, M. Bertuoâo; yon iriU mipflj tho wanl of 

"The story begina in 1815." 

«AL," said Monte Cristo, " 1815 is not yeiUvdiy." 

"No, M iisieur; wd yet I recolîoct ail things as cleailj 
as if they had happened but yesteiday. I had a biotheri 
an elder brother, who was in ibe aemoe of the emperor ; 
be had become lieutenant in a régiment composed entirely 

of Corsicaiis. This brother was mj only friend ; we be- 
carae oiplians, — I ut five, he at eii^'hteen. lie hrought 
lue iip as if I had hecn liis son, aiul in 1814 lie married. 
%Vheii tho emperor retumed from the island of Elha, my 
brother instantly joined the army, was slightly wonnded 
at Waterloo, and retired with the army bebind the 
Luire." 

"But tiial the hiâtory of tli» iluxidied Days, M. 
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BaffhiMiflw** nid coant: "viiIbii I — » îi 
bas dieidj wntteiu'* 

«Excuse mt, JfisaeOaiiqr, M tbM» détails «is neow- 
sity; and you promised to bo pationt" 

" Oo on ; I will keep my woid." 

** One daj we leceived a lettor. I should tell yon that 
we lived in the little village of Rogliano^ at the extremity 
of Cape Corse. This letter was fiom my brothor. He 
told us that the army was disbandcd, aud that hc should 
rotura hy Cliâteaiiroux, Cleniiont-Ferrand, Puy, and 
Nîmes ; and if I had any money, lie prayed me to leave it 
for him at Siffles, with au iimkeeper witb whom I had 
dealiugs.** 

" In the smuggUng line i ' suid Monte Cristo. 

" £h, Monsieur the Count i £very 0110 mufit live.'' 

" Certainly ; continue." 

" I loved my brother tenderly, as 1 told your Kxceilency, 
auii I resolved net to send the money, but to take it to him 
myself. I possessed a thousand livres. I left five hunr 
dzed with Âssunta, my aiatœ-iii'lav, and with tbd otbflf 
fiye bondnd I set df for Nimes. It was eaij to do ao ; 
and as I bad my boat and a ladiiig to take in al se% 
«vetytblng ismed tny projeot. Bat after we bad taken 
in 001 eaigq^ tbe wîad beeame oontiaiyt so tbat we wate 
four Of ff Te daya witboot bttng aUe to entet tbe Bbone. 
At bw^ bowever, we aoeeeeded, and worked np to Ades ; 
I left tbe boatbelweenBeUegude and Beatieaiie^aadtook 
tbe road to Ntmes." 

" We aie gstting to tbe stoiy nowf *' 

" Tes, your Excellency ; excuse me, bat» as yoa wiU 
see, I only tell you wbat is absolately necessarj. Jost 
at this time the &mous massacres of the south of Franoe 
took place. Two or throe brigands, called Tiestaillon, 
Iknpiiei^y, and Giafian^ paUidj asiasrinated efeiybedy 
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wliom Ihej suspected of Bonapartism. You have doubi* 
iciis lit ;ird of thèse m iss;i( n s, Monsieur the Count ] " 

« Vagudi^ ; 1 watj Hli Iruin Iranoe at tluit peiiod. 
Go on." 

**Ajs l enteied Ntmet, I lUeiallj waded in Uood ; at 
«v«y ilep I «noonntered dead bodiet, and bandi of the 
nuudflzera^ wbo killed, plunderad, and bnmed. At the 
dght of thu slaaghtar and dévastation I heoame tenified, 
— not for mjM (for I, a aimplo Oogamn fàhmoHùt htd 
nothing ta Uêx; on the enntiaij, that time ma moit 1^ 
▼omUefor nsamngg^era); but Ibirmjliiother, aaoldittof 
the empire^ letnrning ftom the anny of the Loiie^ with hk 
uniform and hîs epaulettes, theie waa ererything to appie- 
heod. I haitened to the innkeeper. My présages bad been 
but toc true ; my brotber bad arrived the pteriouB evening 
at Ntmes, and at the very door of the hoaoe wbere be was 
about to demand hoepitality, he had been asMrninated. I 
did ail in my power to disooTer the murderere, but no one 
durst tc'II me their names, so mucb were they dreaded. 
I tlien thought of that Fronch justice of which I had 
heard so much, nvA which ièared notliiagi and I weut 
to the procureur du roi.'* 

" And tliis 2>^<^^i^**^ n>i was named Villafoit t ** 
askcd Monte ( 'risto, carelessly. 

" Ycs, your Excellency ; he came frora MarseiUes, wLcre 
ho hmn deputy procureur, lliszeui had procured liim 
aJvancement^ and he w\\s said to be one of the first who 
had informcd the QoTermueut of the departure from the 
island of £lba." 

Thn,'' aaid Honte Criato^ yoii trant to him t * 

^ ' Monateor/ I aaid, ' my biother iraa aanasinafced jea- 
tvday in the atnato of Nlmea, I know not bj irhom, Irait 
ît is your dntj to fi&d Mt» Ton are the head of jôtiee 
ban ; aad it la te Jtial&oa la «langa tfcosa aha haa haen 
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unablo to protcct.* ' Who was your brotlier ? ' aaked he. 
' A lioutenant in tho Corsican battalion.' * A soldier of 
the xisorper, tbeni' 'A soldier of the French umj.* 
' WéUy' lepUed lie^ 'be haa naittai wiih the «wocd» a&d 
bas pôiéhed by the swoid.* 'Ton aie mlateken, Mmmsm,* 
I rcpiiod ; ' he haa peiiahed by tbe poniaid.' * Whal do 
jùa mot me to do t * aaked the magirtmte. * I baye al- 
leady told yoo, — arenge bim.' ' On wbom t ' 'On hia 
moideMn.' 'Howahonldlbncnrwhotbejaiet' 'Oïder 
tbeni to be aouj^ fi».' ' Whjt jooi brâther haa been 
iirrolTed in a qnanel, and kiUed in a dueL AU theae old 
aoldieiB commit excesses, whieh were tolerated in the time 
of the empcror, bat whieh are not sufiered now ; for our 
people of tbe South do not like either soldiers or disorder.* 
"'MoDsiour/ I leplied, ' it is not for myself tbat X ea> 
treet your interférence, — I sbould grieve for him or avenge 
him ; but my poor brothor had a wife, and were anything 
to happon t'* nio, tho poor créature would perish from 
want, — for my brother's pay aloiio kt'pt her. Pray try 
and obtaiu a small goverument pension for her.' ' Evc.ry 
révolution bas its catastrophes,' retumod de Villefort ; 
«your brother bas been the victim of tliis. It is a misfor- 
tune, and Oorcmment owes nothing to his lamily. If we 
aro to jiidgo by ail the acte of ventreancc» that tbo followers 
of the usurper exercised ou ihu ptutidaiis of tho kiiig, when 
in their turn tiiey were in power, your brother would bo 
to*day in ail piobability condemued to death. What haâ 
happened is qnite natanil, and ia only the law of reprisais.' 
* Wbat t ' eried I, ' do yuu, a magistrate, speak thna to me t ' 
'AU tbeae Goiaioani are mad, on mj bonor,' replied IL de 
YiDefint ; ' tbey fmf that their oountijman ia atill em- 
penm Ton bave mietaken the time; yon ahoidd bave 
told methiatiromonthaagio^— itiatoo bitenow. Dapait 
iaatanfcly, es I will oompel yoa to do aoi' I boked al him 
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an instant to seo if there was anything to be gained by 
raiew^ entr^ties ; but this man was of atone. I ap- 
ptOÊ/dM Um ind Mid In » hw foiod, ' Well, since yoa 
koaw thé Cosneaiis lo wéU, jw know tltak they always 
kMp iliflir wonL Toa tliink that ift wm » good d«ed to 
kill my braflMr, who m» â Bonapaitiilb beotiiM jaa «n 
ft Bojàliaft I Well, I, wbo am » BomtpMiiil dao^ doola» 
one thing to yoa, wbioh is that I wîll kfll you I Vttm 
this moBiODt I dodaio tbe ▼endette i^gpiiutyini; soptotaet 
yoonfllf M wall at yen oan, for the nnt tuw wamaâityoar 
lait boar nill hm ooms I ' And befozo lie had reoorâeed 
from his surprise, I opcned the door and eacaped*" 

" Ahf ah 1 " said Monte Crist^n, " with your innooaul 
appeaiance you do those things, M. Bertuodo^ and to a 
proc^^reur du roi l And did he know what m» IManl by 
this torrible word * vendetta * 1 " 

" Hft knew so weîl that from that moment he never 
v:vrA out unattonded, but slmt himself up in his house, 
and caiiscd me to be searched for everywhcro, Forto- 
nately, I waa so well concealed tliat he couM n- t fînd mp. 
Then he became alarraed, and dared not resuie any longer 
at Nîm«s ; so he solicited a change of résidence, and aa 
be was in reality vory influential, ho was nriniimted to 
Versailles. But, as you know, a Corsican wlio has swom 
to avenge himself cares not for distance ; so his carriago, 
fast as it went, was nevcr above half a day's journey before 
me, who foUowed him on foot. The most important thing 
waa not to kill lifan only — for I bad an opportunity of 
doîngso a htuidiied timee^bnft to kîU hîm witbont being 
disoovend; at least, withont being aneated. I no longer 
belonged to myadf, for I bad my aistaMii^aw tô ptotoet 
and piovido for. Donng tbiee montba I watebed IL do 
ViUofort ; for threa montba ba took not n atei^oat of doow 
vifeboat my foUowîng bim* At langfeb I diaooTwad Ibal 
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ht wml mysterioTiBly to AntralL I fbOowod Imn ibiâwi^ 
tnd I mw him entev tiie bome irhen w« now an ; onlj; 
instead ot entenag tlie greaft doov that looka înio the 
ainefc^ lia (Mm €11 hoiaebaek of m liia carnage^ Iflft 
or liona aft tba litUo inn, and «ntevad hj tiia gala jon aee 
tboral^ 

Monte Cristo made a sign with hia Itaad that lie ooald 
discem amid the darknaaa the door to wbieh BMtoeiâo 
tlladed 

"As I had nothing moro to do at Versailles, I went 
to Âuteuil and gained ail the information I ooold. If I 
wished to surprise him, it was evideiii that this was the 
place in which to lie iii wait for him. Tho hotise belonged, 
m the ronâfn-g<c inîDrnicil yuur Excolleney, to M. de .'>nînt- 
Méra,n, YiUefort's iather-iii-kw. M. de Saint-Méran iived 
at Marseilles, so that tins canntry-hoiiRe was usele.ss to 
him ; and it was reported to be let to a young widow, 
kûowii ouly by the name of * the l>iiroiit ss.' 

"One eveiiLng, as I was lookin*^^ over the wall, I saw a 
young .nul luaulaume wuinaii v,liu was walkiug alone in 
ilidt gaixlcii, which was not overlooked by any Windows ; 
and I guessed that she was awaiting M. de ViUcfurt. 
When she was soffioiently near to distinguish her featuree, 
I saw ihal die "waa ftom eighteen to ainaieen years of âge, 
taQ and Teiy ftir. Ae ahe had a looae nmalin diesa on, 
end ea nothing ooneoeled her figure, I aaw that ahe ivoold 
eie long beoome a mother. A fam momenta aller, the 
Uttle door was opened, and a nan entend ; the joimg 
woman haatened to meet htm. They thnw themaalTee 
intoeafifa othei^i aima, emhmeed tenderly, end ntnmed to- 
gekher to the hoiue. Thia man waa H. de TUkfbii ; my 
opinion was that when he should go ewaj, eapecially if he 
went in the night, he wonld heve to tuvene the whola 
of the gaiden alone." 
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"And," Rnkcd ih& count^ ** did you ever know tlid name 

of tiiia woman I " 

"No, ExcelJency/* rpturncd Bertucdo; "you wiii âoo 
thai I had no Urne to ieam it." 

"Go on." 

" Thafc evening," continued Bertuccio, " I could liava 
killed tbe procureur du roi; bat I wat not sufficientl/ 
maatar of tiie loeditiM. I wu afrud thai I mî^t noft 
kill him inatautlf, and thai ahoold hia oriaa gùra th» 
akim, I «raid not aaeape^ I daferred the nndeitiJdng 
ontU hia n«xt viait; and in oïdar thai nothing ahooM 
eioapa ma I took a chamber looking into tha ato t a t » akqg 
whioh lan tbe waU of tha gaidan. Thna d^ aftar, 
abont aavan t/doek in tha eraning^ I aaw a aervant on 
hoiaabaak leav» tha bonaa at fiiU gallop and taka tha xoad 
tfaat kd to 8èma. I conjoctured he waa going to Yer- 
aaillea^ aod I ma noi deceived. Threa bonia aftei^ the 
mail wtomed covorcd with dust; hia anand was pei^ 
ftmned» Ton minutes kter anothar man, on foot^ muffled 
in a mantle, opened the little door of the gardon, winch 
he closed after him. I descended rapidly ; although I had 
not scen Vilk-fort's fîico, I recogiiizod yiim by tlio W?\ting 
of iny heart. 1 crosscJ the street aiul stopped at a post 
j)laced at the angle of the wall, Hy the aid of which I had 
once before looked into the garden. This tinio T did not 
content myself with lookiug, but I took my knifo ont of 
my pocket, ai^sured luyself that thft point was sharp, and 
sprang over the wall. My fii*st caru was to ruu to tho 
door ; ho had left the key in it, takiug the simple précau- 
tion of turning it tvvico in thu loek. Nothing, then, pro- 
vented my escape by this door. I examinud the localities. 
The garden formed a long square; a tenaee of smot^ 
iQif aztandad in tha middk^ and ai tha comaia waia tnfta 
of tNsa irith thiok and maiaiTa Ibliaga that miwglad wUih 
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the shrubs and flowers. In order to go from the door to 
tho hoiîsp, or fidin tho hoiise to the door, M. de ViUefort 
Was cotupelled to pass by ono of tb<*so clurapa. 

" It was the end of September ; the wiad blew vio- 
lentiy. ïhe faint gleams of the pale moon, bidden at 
ererr instant by tho masses of dark douds that were 
BWeopiiig across the sky, wliitencd tlie gnivel walks that 
led to the housG, but were unable to pierce the obscurity 
of the thick shrubbeite^ in which s man could couceal 
himaelf irithoiit any îmt of diteoTefy. I hid myself in 
tlie one nfiSNSt lo %h» piUi YiUefi»! most take, and 
MBfoelj was I tbeie when «nûd tlw giuto of irind I im- 
ded I hend gratoB ; bnt jaa know, or nihAr 70a do ool 
kiiow, Honiîoiir llie Comité that he who is àboat to eom» 
ndl «a MwtMmation iiuieiiM lie hmn low etiw In tho 
aîi; Two bon» p mc d tbii% dating wbioh I inutgined I 
beoid thooe moatiB lopeotod. Midnight straok. As tbo 
Issl staoko died away, I saw a faint light shine thioogh 
tho Windows of the privato sfeaiioase by which we havo jitoi 
dsooended. The door opened, and the man in the mautle 
mppeafed. Tho terrible moment had corne ! but I had 
80 long been prepared for it that mj heert did noi £ul in 
the least. I drew my knife from my pocket again, opened 
it, and prepared myself to strike. The man in the mnntle 
advanced tow^rds thc. hnt as he drovr nrir î that he 
had a weapoo in his haiid. I was afrai i, uoi of a stniggle, 
but of a failuro. When he was only a iew paces frora me 
I saw that what I had takon for a weapon was only a 
8|>ado. I WHS still nnablo to divine for wluit reason M. de 
Villefort had this Rp i îo m his hands, wlien he stopped 
close to the cluiui', j^iaiiced round, and bcgan to di^ a hole 
in the earth. I then perceived that he liid something be- 
neath hia mantle, which he laid on the graaa in order to 
dig moie fieely. Then, I waiom, ouriosilj became mized 
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with mj hatif d : I wished to see what ViUefort was going 
to do therp, and 1 it mainod uiotionless, holding ray breath. 
Then un uioa cnissotl niy mitid, ■which waii confinned when 
I saw tho procureur du roi dmw from uuder Lia mantle a 
box two feet long and six or eight iuches deep. I let him 
place the box in the kola be had made ; tben, wbile he 
•tamped with bla fe«t to le&iove lU tuoet of liii oeeiqMi- 
iàaû, I vnéh^ on him and plunged knife iato hii 
hteuA, «zclaiiniug : ' I un GioTsnni BcKtoodo ; ihj dMth 
for my brothe/s; thytraMonforhwiridowI ThoaaMSt 
that my Tongeanoe is moie oomplete than I had hoped T 
I know not if ha heaid theae iroida ; I think ha dîd oot» 
for he 611 without a êiy. I felt his Uood giuthommj 
ikoa; hnt X waa intoxicated, I waa delirioii% aad tha Uood 
nfraahed instead of bnming me. In a aecond I had dis- 
intcrrod tha box ; then, that it might not be known that 
I had dune so, I filled up the hole, threw the spade OTer 
tbe wall, and rushed through tha door, whioh I doubla» 
locked, carrying off the kcy.** 

" Ah 1 " aaid Monte Cristo, it aeems to me thia waa 
a little assassi nation comhincd with robberj'.** 

"No, your Exccllency," rt'turned Bertuocio; "it waa 
a yendetta foUowed by a restitution." 

"And was the sum a laige onaj** , 

•* It wa8 not money." 

"Ah ! I rocollect," repliod tbe coant ; "did jon not 
eaj Boniftliing of an infant I ** 

** Yps. Excelleney ; î liastened to tlie river, sat down on 
thb buijk, and with my knife forced opeu the lock of the 
box. In a fine Unen doth was wrapped a new-bom cbild. 
Its purpla Tîtag» and iti Tiolet-oolorad banda ahowad that 
it had periahed from aolFooition ; but aa it waa not yet 
oold I hadtatad to thiow it Into tha watar that lan «t mj 
ftai In frot| alUar a momant I ftneiad I Coït « dight pal» 
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sation of ita heart ; aiid as I had been assii5taiit at the ÎJOS- 
pital at Bastia, I did what a doctor would have done, — 
I iûflatcd ils lungs by blcnviiig air iuto thcm. And at tlio 
expiration of a (^uarter of au hour I saw it breathe, and 
litani a feeble cry ; in my turn, I iittered a cry, but a cry 
of joy. * God lias uot cui^sed me, thon,' I cried, * since he 
pennits me to save the life of a humau creatuxe m ex- 
change for the Ufo I have taken away,*** 

''And what did yoa do with the child 1 ** uked Monte 
Oiûto. '^ It was an embanaasing load for « man seoking 

to 600^^'' 

'* I had not for a moment tbe xdea of keepiog it ; bot I 
knew that at Fana thera waa a hoapîtal whan they leceiTo 
thèse poov enatnma. As I paased the banier I dedaved I 
had firand thk ehlld on the load, and I inqnired where 
the hoapital wa& The hoz oonfinned mj atatement ; the 
linen pioved it belonged to wealthy parents; the blood 
with which I was ooveied might have proceeded from 
tbe child as well as from any one else. No objection was 
mised, but they pointed out to me the hospital, which was 
sitoated at the npper end of the Rue d'Enfer ; and after 
having taken the précaution of outtiog the linen in two 
pièces, so that ono of the two lettfrs which niarkod it was 
wrapped round îlio cliild, wliilo the othor remained in my 
posseââion, I rang the boll and fled with ail speed. A 
fortnight after I was at Tiogliano, and I said to Assunta, 
* Gouàole thyself, Sister ^ Isirael is dead, but he ië avenged.' 
She asked what I meant, and wh^n I liad recounted ail 
to her, * Giovanni,' said she, * you shoukl }iav(? brought 
this child with you. We would have rephieed the parents 
it hiis lust, have called it Benedetto ; and then in consé- 
quence of this good action, God would have blessed us.* 
In reply I gave her the half of the Unen I had kept, in 
oïdsr to ledaim him if we shoold beeoue mose prospenoa.'' 

▼Œ» IL — if 
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''What lettera were marked ou the liueiit" said 

Moule ( risto. 

*An li and an N, Burmounted by a baron's toree." 

•* By Heaven, M. Bertuccio, you make use of heraldio 
terms ! Whero did you study heraldry 1 *' 

*' In your serviuy, ilxcelluiicy, where oûe leaixui 
everything." 

**Qo ou; I am carious io know two ihioga." 

" What am thaj, Mosseignaor 1 " 

"Whatbeouneof ihislittielxiyt In I think Toatold 
m» it was a boy, M. Bertaoda" 

No^ EioeUfliicj, I dp not moUect teUing yoa tbak*' 

tbonght yoQ dkl ; I was mwkakeo." 
No, you wan no4^ for it iraa in ftot lîttle hoj. But 
your l^oeIl«n<7 widiad to know two thûogn ; what waa 
tfae second t" 

Tbe second was tha crime of which you werc accused 
wheti you aaked for a oonfessor, and the Âbbt^ Boaoïii 
came to visit you ai yonr loqnest in tbe pnaon at Jiitmm/* 

** The story will be very long, Excellency." 

"What matterl You know I take but little sleep; 
and I do not suppose you are vexy mnob inolined for it 
eithor." 

Bertuccio bowed ami rosumed his story. " Partiy to 
diwn the recollections of the p«st tbat liaunted nie, partly 
to supply the wants uf the poor widow, I onj^'crly returned 
to my trade of iiUiiig*:^leT, which had beconnj more easy by 
reaaon of that relaxation of the laws which aiwttys fullows 
a révolution. The cuasts uf the South especially wero 
pourly guar«le(i, in conséquence of the dihturbancos that 
were perpetually breaking out in Avignon, Nîmes, or Uzës. 
We proflted by tha Idnd of nepite GoTemmoit gave na 
to eÂbabliab connections along the seaboard. 8inoe my 
bfotlMi^s awiiwînatiiflii in tiie ato s eto of Ntmas^ I had never 
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entpreil tho iovcn ; tho resuit waa that tho iiinkeeper wiih 
"whom we were coonectcd, soeing we would no longer cuma 
to hini, was forced to corne tu us. and had established a 
braiich to liis inii on the road from Bellcgarde to Beau- 
caire, at tlic sign of the Pont du Gard. We had thus, 
in the direction of Aigucs-Mortes, Martiques, and at 
Bouc, a dozon places where wc loft our goods, and wiiere 
in. case of necessitj, wo coiicealed ourselves from the gen- 
dannes and custom-hoose offîcers. Smuggliug m a profit- 
aUft tmde when a eartain degree of vigor and inteUigenoe 
isemployed; as fi» my self, brou;|ht up the auNmtaliM^ 
I had a doaUe mofem for fearîng the gendaniMt and ona» 
tom-hoQsa offioen, — as my appeaiaaee befoie the judgea 
wirald eause an înqoîzy, and an inqniij always IooJeb hack 
into tha psst. And in my pas( ]ife th^ mîgfat find scona» 
thlttg fitt mon giaTS than the séUsng of mangfjiaà égm 
or htnéb of bcandy, withoat a peimit So pMfonîng 
death io captais^ I aooomiilished the most astonishing 
desds, which moro than once showed me that the toc 
great care wa take of our bodies is almost the on]j obsta- 
cle to the saeoesB of those projects which require a rapid 
dedfflon and vigarOQs and determined exécution. In fact, 
when you have once devoted your life, you are no longer 
the equal of other mcn, or rathcr, other men are no longer 
your equals ; and whosoever hos takeu tliis rosnlntion feol? 
at once that his strength is tan times as great^ aod that 
his horizon is enlarged." 

*• Philosupliy, M. Bertuccio ! interrupted the connt; 
•you iiave donc a little of eveiything in your life.** 

"Oh, your pardon, Excellency." 

"No, no; but philosophy at luilf-pa^t tm ai ni^ht is 
£>umts\vh:it laie. Yet 1 Lave uo utliur observatiuii to make, 
excopt that what you say is correct, wliich ia more than 
can be said for aU philosophy." 
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"My journeys became raore and moro extensive aud 
more productiv»'. AfiRiinta U>o\i (-are of ail, and our little 
fortune iiicreabed. Ouf day whcn I was sctting ofT on au 
expédition, *Go,' said slif ; 'at yur leturn I will give 
you a surprise.* I questiuiied lier, but in vain; she 
would tell me nothiug, and I departed. Our expédition 
Iftsted nearly six weeks. We had been to Lncoa tu tuke iu 
ofl, to Leghom fbr Englisli coitonB; and m landad ooc 
eaigo vithoat opposition, took our profita, and ntazned 
home foll of joj, When I eotezed the hooaa tfao lint 
thing I beheld in the œntie of AMunta'a ehamber m» a 
cndle that mîght he ealled anmptnona oomparad wtth the 
leit of the fbinitaiB» and in it a baby of aeren or e|gh]l 
monfha old. I nttered a «y of joy ; tha oinly momanta 
«laadneas I had known mnce the aasassination <^ the jiro- 
cureur du roi were caused by the recollection that I had 
abandoned this chikL For the assassination itself I had 
never folt any remoxae. Foor Aaïunta had divined alL 
She had proûtod by mj abaonoe, and furiuahed with the 
half of tho îinen, and having vrritlen down the day and 
hour at whioh I had drpositfid the cliild at the hospital, 
had set off for Paris and had reclaimed it. No objection 
was raiâed, and the infaut was Sivan up to her. Ah, I 
confess. Monsieur the Count, when T saw this poor créa- 
ture sleeping peacefully in its cradle, I f<!lt my eycs lilled 
with teara. * Ab, Asâunta,' cried I, * you are an excel- 
lent woman, and Heaven will bless you.' " 

"This," said Monte Cristo, " is less correct than youi 
philosophy ; it is true that, Lins is only laiLh." 

** Alas ! your Excellency is right," replied Bertuccio, 
''and God made this in£uit the inatminent of our poni^- 
ment» Harar did a perracae nature dedaie Hwif moto 
pramatoiely ; and yet it «aa not owing to any &iilt in hfa 
biinging up. Ha m» a noat lonily éhild, idth large bine 
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eyos rf tliat decp color that harmonizea so well with the 
général luirness of tlie complexioii ; only his hair, wliich 
was too light, gave his face a singiilar expression, ^vh^^•h 
redoubleil tlie vivacity o£ bis look and tlie malice of luà 
smilo. Uufortuiiately, there is a proverb that says that 
*rod ia either altoguLlier good or altogether bad.' The 
proverb was but too correct as regardcd BciiedeUu ; and 
even in his inllmcy ho maiiifcstcd tlie worst didpuriition. 
It is true that the indulgcuco of his mother eucouraged 
him. This ohOd, Ibr wbom luy poor eûter wonM go to 
the feoira fife m aîx leagues off to poioliaae the eadiest 
fiiiitB and the mo«t temptiDg aweetaieats, proferved to the 
oruige» of Pdma or the pNBema of Genoa the ehestonte 
ttolen froni a neighboT's orchaid or thedried epples in hie 
loft^ aUhoagh he oonld eet ae well of the nate and applea 
fbat gnv in mj gavdea. One day vhen Benedetto mu 
ahont Ave or aix» oor ndighhor WaaUio^ who^ aocoiding to 
the castom of the oonntiy, never locked up his pane or 
his valoables, — for, a> joor Excellency knows, there are 
no thieves in GorBÎca»— oomplained that he had lost a 
louifi out of iiia purse ; we thooght he muat have made a 
nûitake in counting bis money, but he persisted in tho 
accuiacy of his statoment. That day Benedetto, who had 
left the honso îu the morning to onr grcat anxîety. did 
not return until late in the evening, when we saw him 
approach dragging a nionkey after him, which he said he 
had found cliained to the foot of a tree. For more than 
a month the mischievoua child, who knew not what to 
wish for, had taken it into his head to have a raonkoy. 
A boatman wlio had passed by Rogliano, and who had sov- 
( t.lI ot thèse aiiiiaaU, whose tricks had grcatly divorted 
luui, had doubtleds suggested thia idca to him. ' ^lon- 
keys are not foand in our woods chained to trees,' said I ; 
*oonfèes how yoa ohteined tbia animaL' Benedatto ad- 
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hercd to his fuLseliood, and acconipanied it witli dutaik 
thau did mure houor to Lis ima<,'ination thau to liia voia- 
eity. I became augry ; he began to kugh. I thretteaed 
to ttrike him» «nd he made two 8to|it backwudi. ' Yoa 
cmnot beat aaid he ; * yoa l»Te no right» ùa yoa no 
not my father.' 

" We never knew wbo ]iad lerealed this ftfal ommI^ 
whieh we had so eaiefollj ooncealed ftom him ; howevef^ 
it waa thia aoawor, io whieh the efaild'a wholeehanelw 
vevealed itseU^ that ahnoit tenified me^ and my aim ftli 
withottt toaching him, The boj triumphed; and thk 
▼ictoiy nndeied him ao audaeîoaa that ail the mouey oi 
Âieimta» whofle affection for him aeemed to tncrease as he 
beoame more UDworthj of it, was spent in caprices she 
knew not how to conteud ogainst, and follies she had not 
the eonnge to pievent. When I was at Rogliano every- 
thing weut on properly ; but no sooner was my back 
tnrncd thau lienedetto bcciiuie inaster, and evorything 
went wronf^. Whon lie "vvas only - 1>*ven ho cliose Ijis com- 
pîuiiuus IVoiii anion^' tho youn^'iuen of eighteeu or twenty, 
the worst diaracki.s in Bastia, or indood in Cort>ica ; and 
tht^y liad alreaily f >r sonio j^ieccs uf niiscliief beon «t^vpml 
tinics threatencd a prosccutiuii. 1 became ahuiin:d, 

as any prosccuti(.>ii inight bo atu-ndod with serious conse- 
Cjuoiices. I was compollcd at tlii^ period U> Icavc Corsica ou 
lui important expédition ; I reflected fur a long time, and 
with the hope of averting some impending misfortuoe, I 
leeolved that Benedetto abould acootopany me. I hoped 
that the actîTo and labofiona life of a amuggkr, with tho 
aoTere diadplîne on booid, wonld haTO a aalntuy effiMit on 
hia chancter, well-nigh, if not quite oonapted. I apoko to 
Benedetto alone and propoaed to him to aeoompany 
endeayoring to teupt him by ail the promiafle moet likélj 
to danle the imi^^ation of a child of twelie jiMS ol^ 
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Ile heard me patienfclj, and when X bad finiabed, bozat oui 

langiiiug. 

" 'Are yoM mad, Uncle V (Hc called me by this namo 
wben iio vviis in agood humor.) * Do you think I amgoing 
to change the lifo I lead for your modo of existence, — taj 
agreeable indolence for the hard and precarious toil you 
impoee on youiself ? ezposed to tbe bitter &oat at nigbt 
and the Bcoioliîng beat by day, compelled to ooncoal jom- 
M, and when yoa an peioeÎTed, to neeÎTe a ToUey of 
halia^ — and ail to eam a paltiy aaml Why, I have aa 
maeh money a» I waat ; Mother Aaaimta alwaya Annishaa 
me when I aak for it I Ton aee that I shonld be a fool to 
aocept yonr offar.' I waa atopefied by eaoh andadty and 
auoh leaaoniiig. Benedetto reg(Hiied hîa anodatea; and I 
aaw him fiom a distanoe poiot me ont to them aa a fod." 

" Sweat child ! " mntmiiied Monte Oiiato. 

<« Oh t had ha been my own son/' replîed Bertuccio, 
" or even my ncphcw, T woold have brongbt him baok to 
the right foad, for the knowledge that you are doing your 
duty gives you strength ; but the idea that I was striking 
a child whnse fathcr I had killed madc it impossible for mo 
to puiiîsh Ijim. I gave my sister, wlin constaiitly dcfcmiled 
tlio unfortunato boy, good advice ; and as sho coufessed 
that sho had several times missod money to a considérable 
amount, I showed hor a safo place in which to concoal our 
little treasuro for the future. My mind was already made 
up : Benedetto could read, write, aud cipher perfectly. — 
for when the fit seized hiui, lio learned more in a day Lliau 
ûthers in a week ; uiy intention was to enter iiuu as clerk 
in some ship, and without letting him know auything of 
my plan, tu convey him some moraiug on board. After I 
ahoidd have done thal^ and leeommended him to the cap- 
tain, hia fatnxB wonld dépend upon hînmeJf. I aet off finr 
Fnnoe^ after having fized npon the plan. AU ont oaigo 
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was to be landed in tbo Gulf of Lyons ; and iiie^c opéra- 
tions were bf'corainp moro and more difficult, for wf> wero 
in 1829. Tmiitjuiiiily was completely re-establishcd, and 
the TÎgilanco ol' tlie custom-house ofhcei-s was rL'dou])led ; 
and tlieir strietneas ^va.s iiicreased at tliis timc in consé- 
quence of the fair of fieaucaire, which had juet opened. 

" Oar expédition m» so cocwf uUy staited. We «ochorod 
onr f9Bmà, whioh bad • doubUa hold in whioh onr goods 
wen oonowled, «mid a nnmber of otlitr tqbmIs that bor- 
dered the iNuiks of the Rhône from Beanoeira to Ailea. 
On mur aimai tbete we began to diaehatge ont caigo in 
the nigbt, and to oonTey it înto the town bj the belp of 
the innheepere wîth whom we wete eonneoted. Whether 
aaooeea rendered ne imprudent, or whether we wen b»- 
trayed» I know not; bot one evening, abont five o'dook, 
onr little cabin-boy hoatened, breathlen, to infoim na 
that he had aeen a detadiment of enstom-house officers 
advaneiDg in our direction. It waa not their vicinity that 
alaimed us, — for detaohments were constantly patrolling 
along tlie banks of tlie Rli' rin — tut tho care, accord- 
ing to the boy's account, which thov took to avoid being 
seen. Tn an in<?tant we were on tlio alert ; but it was too 
late. Otir v<'s.sl4 was surronndod, and amon:,' the custora- 
bonse offit-îirs I obsm'ed f^f^V(!ral gendarmes ; and as torri- 
ht!(I at tlio sight of thviv uniforms as I was brave at ihv 
fiight of any otlicr, T sprang into the hold, oj)ened a port, 
and (Iroppod into tho river, dived, and only rose at inter- 
vals to breathe, until I reache*! a cuttiiig that led from the 
Kljono to the canal that runa fii>iii Lcaucaire to Aigucs- 
Mortea. I was uow safe, fur I could swim along the cut- 
ting without being seen, and I reaohed the canal in safety ; 
I had deeîgnedly taboi thîa diieetion. I hm aiready tohi 
yonr Bzeellency of an innheeper of Nimea who had aet np 
a Httle inn on the load fkom BeOegatde to Beanoaiva." 
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"YeSf" said Monte Cristo, '^I peifoctlj lecoiloct him; 
I think he was your associute.'* 

"Precisely," answerod Bcrtuccio; "but lie îm<1, seven 
or eighfc yeare before thia period, sold his rs taMishment to 
a tailor at MarscùUes, who, liaving aimost ruiued himself 
in liis old trade, wished to niake his fortune in another. 
Of course we mndo tho samo arrangements ■with tho now 
landlord that we liad with tho old ; and it was uf tbia man 
tLat I inteuded to usk sliclter." 

What was Lis name t ^* then inquiied the count^ who 
i OMPod to 1)eoome somewhat intorerted in Bertaeeb's stoty. 

Gwpiid CwieroiMse; h» bad nunîed a womui ftom 
the TiBagB of Guoonte, and ▼ham m did not kn<nr hj 
•ay oiher name thaa that of her Tilhjie. Sho was auffer- 
12^ fioa the znanhribTer, and aeemed dying bj inohea. 
As for her hnahand» he was a stiappiqg fellow, fortj or 
Ibity-fire yson old« who had mon than onoe in timo of 
danger gtven am|ile pioof of hîa pi oosn oe of mind and 
eoQiage." 

"And yoa b&j" intempted Monte Gasto^ ^that thia 

took place towards the year — ** 
" 1829, Monsieur the Coant'* 
"In whatmontht" 

".Tune." 

" The bcginninc^ or the end t" 
"The evening of tho 3d." 

** Ah," said Monte Cziato» " the evemng of the 8d of 
June, 1829. Go on.** 

*' Tt was froni Caderousse that I inteuded domanding 
shelter ; and as wo nevcr entered hy the door that opened 
on to the roud, I rcsolved not to breuk through the rulo, 
and climbing ovor the gaiden hedge, I crcpt among the 
olive and wild fig treea And fearing that Caderousse 
might have some one there, I entered a kind of shed in 
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which I had often passed tlie night, and wLii h \\-:\< sf |ia- 
rated from tlie iun only by a partition in whicii huies iod 
boen made in order to oTiable U8 to watch an opportunity 
of announcing om jin'M Uce. My intention was, if Cade- 
louââe was alone, to ac(j[uamt him with iiiy arrivai, finish 
the moal tho custom-hoase officers had intemiptcd, and 
protit by the tliroatciied storni to roturn to tlie Ivhono 
and asceilam tho stato of our vcsscl and its crcvv. I 
stepped iuto tlio shed j and it was fortonate I did so, for 
«t ihat moment Caderouase «niaced with » rtmogor. 

** I waitod patienilj, no^ to OTefhwr wbil tlnj laid» 
tmt lieomiae I mld do notbing oIm ; bendoi^ tho aamo 
tfaing had oeemied often befom. The num who iras with 
GadflioiiiN ww OTidontlj a itiingor to the oonth of 
FniHse ; ha waa ona of thoaa marohanta who «oiiia to flall 
Jaweliy at tha &ir of Baanoaiia, and who dnring tha month 
tha liir bati^ whaa thataia lo giaat an influx of merehantt 
andcoitomaiaftom ail parte of Eaiopa» often haTO dealinga 
to tbe amount of one bundred tboiuand to osa hnndfad 
and fifty thoneand li^na. Cadafontaa entaxad haatOj. . 
Then, seeing tbat tbe room was, as usual, empty and 
only guarded by tbe do^ ha oaUed to bis wi&. * Holloa, 
Ctoonte l ' said be, ' tbe wortby priest bas not deœived 
us ; tbe diamond is reaL' Ân exclamation of joy was 
beard ; and tho staîrcaso croakod hpiioath a fecble step. 
* Wbat do yoii f 1 ' a-skod bis wifo, paie as death. 'I 
say tbat tho diamond is real, and that this gentleman, ono 
of the first jewellers of Paris, will give us lifty ibousaud 
livres for it. Only, in order to satisfy bimself tbat it 
Tcally belongs to us, be wisbes you to relate to him, as I 
bave doue already, tbe niiraculons manner in which the 
diamond came into our possession. In the mean lime, 
please to sit duwu, Mouuieiir, and I wili briug you some 
refi-câlimeut.' 
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''The jeweller examined attentivalj the inteiior of the 
inn and obsen^ed the visible poyerty of the persons who 
wwe «bout to sell him a diamond that seemed to haw 
corne from the casket of a prince. * Relate your story, 
Madame,' said he, wishing no doubt to profit by the ab- 
senoe of the hushand, so that the latter could iiot influ- 
encf* the wife's story, and to soe if the two récitals t^iUied. 
* Oli ! ' rotiîrnod she, ' il was a giit of Heaven, which we 
were far Irom expecting ! My huaband was a great friend, 
in 1814 or 1815, of a sailor named Edmond , Dantès. 
This poor fullow, whoin Caderousse liad forgotten, bad not 
for<:,'otten him ; and at his death ho l)equeathwi this dia- 
muiid to Lim.* *But how did ho ol)taiii itV asked the 
Jeweller ; * had he it before ho was imprisonedV 'No, 
Monsieur ; but it appears that in prison lie maJc the ac- 
quaiiitance of a rich Englishman. And as in prison he fell 
eîok^ and Dantèa took the aama eare of bim as if ho bad 
baon bis bvotbar, tba ISngUabinaii, whea be ma oal 
gave ibis itona to BantèSi wbo, leaa fortniiate^ died, and 
in bla tun laft it va, and diaiged tba axoelknt abbé wbo 
wtm hsn tbia moniîng to délivar it' 'Tba aama atoij I ' 
mnttecad tba jawallfir; 'and impfobaUa aa it aeama at 
fiiaty tba bîatory may bè tnia. Tliefa'a only tba prioa va 
an not agiesd abonC 'How not agread aboutt' said 
Caderousse. ' I thougbt we agreed for the prico I asked.' 
' Tbat is,' replied the jeweller, ' I ofl'ored forty thonaand 
Kvres.' ' Forty thousand ! * oried La Carcoiite ; * we wîU 
not part with it tox that sum. The abbé told us it waa 
wottb fifty thousand without the setting.' * What waa 
the abbë's name 1 ' asked the indefatigable questioner. 
'The Abbé "Biisoni/ said La Carcontc. * Ho was a for- 
eignerî ' 'An Ttalian, froni the neigliborhood of Aîantua, 
I beîievo.' ' Let me see this diamond aj^ain.' r* ] il m . 1 the 
jewellfii i ' the fiist time you aie oiten mistakeu as to tba 
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yaluo of a stone.* Caderousse took from liia pocket a 
snuill case of black shagreon, opcncxl, and gave it to tho 
jcwellcr. At the sight of the diamond, wliich was as 
large as a liazel-nut> La Carconte's ejes spaïkled with 
cupidity." 

"And wliat did you tliink of this fine stor}', OVB » 
dropper 1 " &aid Monte Cristo ; "did you crédit it 1 " 

** Yes, your Exoellency. I did not look ou Caderousse 
as A htd mail, and I thonght bim incapable of committing 

" Tbat did mon honor to your keart thao to jour tx- 
periance^ IL Bertaaoio. Had 70a known thii Edmond 
Dantès» of whom they apoket" 

" No, yoox Ezcallanqy, I had navat liaatd of bim bafbva^ 
and noTef Imi onca afkerwaida; and that waa from tfaa 
Abbé Hvmtd bùnaalt wbaa I aaw bîm in tba priaon 
Nimaa." 

"Go OD." 

*'Tbe jawaller took tbe ring; and drawisg hom bit 
poekai a pair of steel pKers and a small set of copper 
acales, taking tbe stona ont of its sctting, be weigbed it 
carefully. * I wiU give you forty-five thousand/ said he, 

* but not a balf-peuny more ; besides, as tbat is tbe exact 
value of tbe stono, I brought jiist tbat su m witb me.' 

* Oli, tliat *s no mattor/ ivplicd C'atioro'ifî-p, * I will go back 
with you to fetch the other five thousand livres. • No/ 
retumed tbe jeweller, giving back tbe diamond and tho 
ring to CaderouiNSp, — * no, it is worth no more ; and I am 
eorry I offered so nnich, for tlic sfcoue bas a flaw in it, 
whicb I had not soon. Howover, I will not go froni my 
Word, and I will give forty-five tbongand.* * At ka^t, re- 
place the diaiaond in the ring,' said La Carconte, sharply. 
'Ab, true,' replied tbe jeweller, and he reset the stone. 

* Ko oattn/ obaar?ad Cadwonsse, repladng tba box in bit 
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pocket, ' 8ome one elso wiil purchase ii.' ' Yes,* continued 
tho jeweller; * but some one else will not bo so easy as I 
am, or content hiniself with the sivme atory. It is not 
natural thataman like you should possess siicL a diamoud. 
He will iiilV.na against you. You will Lave to find the 
Abbé Busoiii ; and abbés who give diamonds worth. two 
thousand louis are rare. Justice would seûe it^ and put 
yon în prison ; if ni tbe end of three or four moBihf jcn. 
axe set at liberty, the ring wiH be lost, or a Mae atone, 
worth thvae livres, will bu giveu you, ioakead of adiamond 
worth fifly thonaand liTiea, parhapa flfty-flye thouand, 
bttt whioh yon nraat allow ona rana oonaideEaUa riak in 
pnnshasiiig,' CadaronaBe and hia wife looked eagerlj at 
aaoh otheE. 'Ko^' aaid CadaroiiaBe^ 'we ara Doi lieh 
enoDgh to lose fire thonaand livKea.' * Aa yon pleaae^ my 
dear nr,' aaid the jaweUer ; ' I had, however, as you see^ 
bfooght you the money in bright coin.' And he drew 
ftom his pocket a handfhl of gold, which ha made to 
aparkle in the dazzlcd oyes of the innkeeper, and in 
the otber hand he held a (^ket of bank-notes. 

" Thero was visibl y n sevcre struggle in tho mind of 
Cadorousse ; it was évident that the small shagreen case, 
which he turned and re-turned in hid hand, not seem 
to him commensumto in value w^ith the enormons sum 
which fascinated his gaze. He turne»] towards his wifo. 
' What do you think of thia?' he askud in a low voice. 
*Iiet him have it ; îet him liave it!' she said. * If he 
returns to Beaucaire witliout tlic diamond, he will inform 
against ua ; and as he says, who knows if \vc ^hall ever 
again see the Abbé Busoniî* * Well, thon, so I will!' 
■aid Caderousse ; ' so you may bave the diamond for foTty< 
fiva Ibonaand livias. Bot my wife wante a gold ehain, 
and I want a pair of tttvm haoUfla.' The jeweller diew 
firom hia poeket a long ilat box, whioh eontainad aérerai 
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Mmpbf of tiie artides demanded. 'Hne^* he mââ^ *1 
am ywj plain in my dealings ; take your choice,' The 
woman selected a gold chain worth about five loma, and 
the huaband a pair of buckles worth perhaps fifteen livrea. 
' I hope yon will not complain now 1 ' said tbe jeweliei; 
'The abbë told me it waa worth fifty thousand livres,' 
niuttercd Caderonsse. * Come, corne j give it to me ! 
"\Vhat a strange fellow you are ! ' said the jewcîlcr, tnking 
thw diaraond from his hand. * I give you fovtydive thou- 
eand livres, — that is, two thousand fivc hundrcd livres of 
income, — a fortune euch as T wish I had mysclf ; and vou 
are not satisfied ! ' * And the fuiiy-tive thousand livn«/ 
iuquired Caderousse, in a Uoarse voice, * where are they % 
Corne, let us see thera ! ' * Here they are,' replied the 
jeweller ; and he counted ont upon tlic talde flfteen thou- 
Maud livres iu gold, and thirty thousand livres iu hauk- 
notea. * Wait while I light the lamp/ aaid La Caioonte i 
*it ia growing dark, and tban may ba aoma miataka.' 

In fad the night had oome on dnring thia oonTaia»- 
nom, and with the night the atonn whioh had hean thzeai» 
aning for the laat balf-honr. The thiindw waa heacd 
gnwHng in the diatanoe; Imt naither the JeweQai; not 
GadflMnuae^ nor La Oanonte aeemed to head it» po ai e Biad 
aa they waie with the démon of gain. I myaelf feh a 
etiaiiga kind of ihacination at the ai^t of ail tiûa gold 
and ail thaae hank-notea ; it aeemed to me that I waa in 
a drcam, and as it alwaya happena in a dieam, I felt my- 
ealf rivotcd to the spot. Caderousse counted and again 
oonnted the goîd and the notes ; then haaded them to hia 
wife, who counted and counted them again in her tum. 
During this time, tho jcweller made the diamond play and 
sparkle bencath the my of tho lamp; and the gem thrcw 
ont flashes of light which niade liim unmiudful of those 
which — piecuiso» of the atonn — began to play in at 
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thé Windows. ' ^Vi 11,' inqaind the jowollcr, ' is the cash 
ail right 1 ' ' Yes/ said Caderousse. ' Qive me the poeket- 
book, La Caroonte, and find a bag somewhere.' 

"La Carconte went to a cupboard, an<î rcturned wîth 
an old leathern pocket-book from which sho took some 
greasy lettera and put in tlirir place the brînk-notf>«, and a 
baj? in "whicli wcro at t)ie moment two or iliruo crowns of 
six livres each, and which in ail probability formed the 
entire fortune of the misérable couple. ' There,* said 
Caderousse ; * and now, although you have wronîiod us 
of perhaps ton llumsiaid livres, will you have y- ur siipper 
with us 1 i luvite you "vvith good-will,' * Thunk yuu,' 
leplied the jeweller ; ' il luuat be getting late, and I must 
letam to Beaucaire. My wife will be getting uneasy.' He 
diew ont bis watob, and exclaimed, * Morbleu/ nearly nine 
o'èkMsk t Why, I shall not gei btiok to Beanoaîie belbie 
nidiiii^ 1 CkM)d-uight, my deen. If the Abbé Bnaoni 
dioald by any aoddenfc xatan, fhink of me.* * In tnoiher 
week you wîll bave hft Beamsaîray' nmarked OadeioiuBe^ 
^ fi» the bii flniahei In a Ibw days.* *Tnie; bnt âiat is 
no enneqnenoe» Write to me et Pnia» to IC Joennee^ in 
thePdM8.BoyBl.StoiieaeUe(y,No.45; IvUlmekethe 
jo«ini«iy on pinpoee to eee \ûm* 

** At this moment thore was a tremendooe dap of thun- 
der eooompanied by a flash of lightuing so vivid that it 
qnito eelipeed the iight of the lamp. ' Oh, d^r I ' ex- 
olaîmed Oadennuse. ' You cennot tbink of going out in 
sucb weather as tbis.' ' Oh, I am not afraid of thunder ! ' 
said the jeweller. * And then there are robbers/ said La 
Carconte; *thc road is nevcr very safo during fair timo.* 
*0b, as- to the robberî,' ^lùA Joannes, ' hera is something 
for them ; * and he drew from his pocket a pair of sniall 
pistola, loaded to the muzzle. * Here,* said he, * are dogs 
who baik and bite at the same time; they are foi the 
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fiist two wlio shall h»Te % longiog in jcm ûÎÊnaaAp 

Father Caderousse.' 

" Cadcronsse and liis wife n^\r) înteTchaTiged a xnean* 
in^' look. It Boeiiinl as ttioiigh tlit'y wore both inspircd 
at the saïue time with some horrible tlionght. * WpII, 
thcn, a good joumey to you I ' said Caderousse. ' Thank 
yo\i,* roi)lied tlio jevveîler. Ho then took bi?? cane, wliich 
ne had j)lîicoil against au old cupboard, and wcut ont. At 
the moment \\ \u n lie opcncd the door, such a gust of wiud 
caïae in that the lanip wa^ nearly extingtiished. ' Oh ! * 
SJiid he, *this is very nice Aveathor ; and two loagnes to go 
in such a stoira ! ' * lleraain/ said Caderousse j 'you can 
aleep heie.' * Yes; do stay/ addcd La Carconte, i& a trem- 
qloQs Toîoe ; ' we will take ereiy eue of yon.' < No ; I 
miut deep «k BoAnooim, So obm noie, good-nighti' 
CSiideioiuM ibUowed bim atowlj to tho thceihold. * I tux 
iieitb«r oee hmnai nor earài I * mà tho joweUet^ who mm 
ootnde the door. * Do I tozn to the zight or to tht kft 
handt' 'To tbo nghV mà GadonmaM. 'Ton aamot 
go wrong ; tbe roid U bordand hj tnm on both lidM.* 
<Ck>od; an rigbtl' mâ a Toioa almort ktfc in «ha diB> 
tanue. ' Close the door,' aaid La Carconte ; ' I do not Iflca 
opendoors wben it thauderSi* * Puticulariy whan theie 
is rooney in the honae^ éh t' anavored Gadanmiae^ donhla- 
locking tha door. 

** He oama into the room, went to the cupboard, took 
out the bag and pocket-book, and both began for the 
third time to coiint their gold and bank-notes. T never 
sjiw such an exj)rossion of cupidity as the lîickering lamp 
revealcd in thô two conntenances. The woman especially 
was hideonf? ; the feverish tremnloiigness she usually had 
was redoubled ; lier coiintenance had h«»oome livid, and 
her eyos resenibled humine eoals. ' V*'hy/ she inquired 
in a hoarse vuice, ' did you mvite him to aleep hère (o- 
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nîght?* * Why î * said Caderousse, with a sliudder ; * why, 
tliat he might not bave tho trouble of returning to Beau- 
caire.' * Ah I' responded tho wom.m, with an expression 
impossible to render ; * I thought it was for something 
else.* * WomaD, womaD, why do you have such ideaâ 1 ' 
cried Caderousse ; * or if you have tliem, why doa't you 
keep tlicm to yourself V * Well,' said La Carcont©, after 
a moment's pause, ' you are iiot a man 1 ' * What do you 
moan i ' added Cadcrousao. * If you had been a iiiuu, you. 
would not have lot him go from here.' ' Woman i ' * Or 
else he should not have reached Beaucaire.' * Woman ! ' 
'The nad tate a iiii3i,«lid !• obliged to follow it, — 
whOe riongride of the euul tiioe is a àhorter load.' 
' Wonian ! joa oBanà flie good God I Theio ! liston I* 
And al thia nument thon vas heoid a tnmondoiu peal of 
thnndor, vhOo tho livid lightnmg illnmmed tho loom; 
■nd tho thundoTy then soDing aivay to a dktanoe^ seeinod 
to leoTO rélitetttitly tho eoised aboda. 'Jtml* nid 
Oadoroiuee^ cro«îng hinaelt 

"Ât the aanio moment and in the midat of tho ailenoo 
80 full of terror whîdh usually foUows dapa of thunder, 
tbey heard a knocking at the door. Caderousse and his 
wife started and lookod aghast at each other. * Who 'a 
there 1 ' cried Cadeioiuse, lising and drawing up in a beap 
the gold and notes scattered over the table, and wliicli he 
covered with hb two hands. * It is I ! * shoutcd a voico. 
* And who are you 1 ' ' Eh, pardim ! Joanncs the jewel- 
ler.* *Well, and you said I otlended the good God ! ' paid 
Carconte, with a horrid smile, ' why, it is tlio good Uod 
who sends him back again.* Caderousse foll back, pale 
and brcathless, in hia chair. La Carconte on the contrary 
rose, and going with a firm step tow:ir«)s tho door, opened 
it, saying as sho did so, 'Corae in, deai' M. Joannes.' 'UpoR 
my Word ! ' said the jewcilcx, drenched with lain, ' it seemft 
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as if 1 was not to rotum to Bcaucairo tonight. The sliort- 
est follies are beat, my dcar Caduroustic. You oft'ered mo 
hospitality, nnd î ar.cept it, and have returned 1 > sk-pp Ixx 
neuth yonr fnoiidly ru^f.' CadttTOUSsu stainmered out buiuo 
worda wiiiie lie wiped away the damp tiuit titarted to bis 
brow. La Carcoute doabie-iocked tbe door behind the 
jewellei; 
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CHAPTEE XV. 

THB BAIK OF BLOOD. 

^Am the jewftUartetaiBfid to tliAftpaztiiietii^ hacartaiootid 
him a aerotininng ghofie; but ibim mm nothiag to ozcite 
nispîcioii, if H dîd not esst» or to oonfino ii^ îf almdj 
awakened. CaderoiuBe'B handi stîU gnspod his gdd and 
bank-notee ; and La Carconte smiled upon her guest as 
pbaaa&ily as sbo eould. * Heyday ! ' said the jeweUer, 
' yoa aaem to hâve had aonio fèais napecfeiiig the amoimt 
of jour receipts, since jon go over them again after vay 
departure.* * No, no/ anawered Caderousse ; * but the cir- 
cumstances by whicb we hare bccome possessed of thU 
woalth are m iinoxpocted as to make us scarccly crédit 
our good fortune, and it is only by placîng the actual 
proof of our riclies before our eyes that we can persuada 
ourselves the wliole afiuir la not a dream.* The jeweller 
smiled. * Have you any other guests in your houso 1 * 
inquircd he. * No,' replied Caderousse, *we do not lodge 
tniVfcUtîrs ; we are so near tho town that tu IhmIv would 
think of stopping hure.' *Then I ani aûaid I shaîl very 
much inconvenience you ! * ' Oh, dear me, no ! indeed, 
my dear Mondeor, you will not»' said La Caiconte ; * not 
at ail, I aanim you** 'But whore will yoa nanage to atov 
met' 'In theobamberoTuiMad.' 'Bat ia not tbat yonr 
obambert' ' Ne?er mind that ; haTO a aecond bed in 
tha nom a4|oinîng tbia.' CadeioiuM slaïad at bia wi& 
with mofib astonifihmant 
** Tbe jawéDer, nuanwbJk^ waa bnmmîng a aong aa he 
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stood warming Lis "back by tlie fire wliii li T.a Carcont^ 
had Ughted iii the fireplace to Jrj tliu v.ct garraents of 
Ver guest. She also spread a napkiii at the end of tlie 
teble and plaoed on it the slender lemains of their dinner, 
to whlflh the «ddod tbree of four freih egga. Caderooase 
had ODoe moie paxtod with bis tseasoNB ; the iMak-noCes 
iraie leplaced in the pocket*book» the gold pot tmok iBto 
the ha^ and the ^hole oaiefnUy locked m the strong-box. 
He tben hegan paeiiig tbe looai with a pennTe and f^ocmj 
air, glfctifflwg fmBu tlme to tîme at the Jewalkiry who itood 
ateaming befoie the fixe, and aa ioon aa he got diy on one 
aide^ tnniing the other. 

*' * TherOy' said La Oaieonte^ as sbe plaoed a bottle of 
wine on the tabk, * suppcr is readj whenew jon aie in- 
dined to paitake of it.' * But yen are gomg to ait down 
with WÊ, aie you not î ' asked J cannes. ' I sball not take 
any iupper to-night/ said Caderonsse. * We dined very 
late,* hastil}' interpnsrd La Tarcont^. * Then it seems T 
ixm to ont iilonc ? ' njmarkcd the jewcllrr. * 01), we shr^U 
luive the plea.'^ure of wuitint; U[»()n you,' answemi La ( 'ar- 
conte, with an ea^^ir uttt^ntioTi sho was not accnstoTUttd to 
manifest even io gue^ts who paid for what they took. 

" From onu minute to another Caderousse darteJ on his 
wife keen, soarching /^lances, Lut raj)id a.s the hghtniug- 
flash. The stonu slill continued. ' Thero ! there I ' said 
La Carconte ; * do you hear that 1 Upou uiy word, you 
did well to retum.' ' Nevertheless/ replied the jeweller, 
' if hy the time I bave finiahed mj supper the tempeet 
haa at ail ahated, I ahall toake another attempt to oonplete 
my jouruey/ * Oh/ eaid OndeioOMe» ahaldng hia haad, 
' thexe ia not the «lîgbieit ohanoe of ite ahating ; it ta 
the wùêt^ and that wîll be mue to laat till to-nonow 
iiumU]«.' He then âghed heavay. «Wdll* nid tlie 
jewdlfli^ aa he pilaoed himaelf at tablc^ ^aU I ean aay ii^ 
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ao sracli tbe mnt for those who aie alHoad.' ' Ah ! ' 
chimed in OtiQontfl^ * (hey will bave a wntehed nighfc 

of it.' 

" The jeweller began to eat his sapper, aud La Carconte 
continued to pay h'nn tlie little attentions of a carcful 
bostcss. Ordinarily .so wliiiusical and cross-grained, she 
had become a inodel of paiiistaking politene4iiS. Had the 
jeweller hoen previoiisly acqnainted with her, a change so 
marked cerUiiily would havo surprised liira, and would 
not have failed to excite in him some suspicion. Cade- 
rousse, meanwhilc, continued to paco the room aud seemed 
uiiwillmg to look at hiij guest ; but du àoon as tho stnuiger 
had completed hia repast, be wcnt to tho duor and opeued 
it. * The storm seems over/ said he. But as if to contra- 
dict his statement, at that instant a violent clap of thnndur 
wwmod to abak» (ho boue to iti Toy Ibnndatioiiy wliik • 
•oddeii gaat of irind, mingled «ith nin, eztinguiaiied tiw 
lamp he beld in his hand. Ondesomae ehnt the door aod 
letunnd to bis gneet» while La Gueonte Ughted a oandle 
bj tha amoiildering asbee that gUmmared on the heartb. 
* Ton mnat ba tiied/ eaîd eha to the Jewellat ; ' I bava 
epnad a peir of whita sheets on yonr beiL Go np to jour 
loom, and maj yoa éleep wdl ! ' 

" Joannee waitod anument to assure himself that the 
etorm was not abating ; aud when he saw that the thunder 
and the rain were increasing, he bade hia boets good-night 
and ascended the staircase. He passed orar my bead, and 
I heard every st«p creak as he went up. La Carconte 
followed him with eager eyes, while Caderousse on the 
oontrary did not even look in that direction. 

"Ail thèse détails, which since tliat tirae liave beon 
gathcred up in my mind, made but little iinprt^ssiou on 
me uhen they wero takiug place ljt4ure ray eyes ; in fact, 
aU that had happened (with the exception of the stoiy 
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of the diamoiidf which certainly dîd wear su «Ir of In» 
patobtbility) appeared quite naku»!; but wom ont as I 
waa witb fatigue, and fully purposing to proceed onwards 
as soon as the tempest abated, I detemiued to take adyan- 
tage of the compnrativo silence and traucjuillity that pre- 
vailcd to obtaiu tho ivt"ro>sliiuent ot' a few liours' sleep. 
Overliead I coulJ accuratcly ilistiiiguish ercry movement 
of tlu? )"W('lIer, wlio, after niakinj^; tlie best arrang^^menta 
in iiiû }iu\vtjr for paiwiug a comfortable night, threw hiLuself 
on bis hed, and I could bear it creak and groan bemsath 
his weigbt. Insensibly my eyelids grew beavy ; dtiep sleep 
stolo over me ; and haviug iio su:5picion oi aa^ Lhing wrojug, 
I sougbt not to âbak<d it uil. ¥oi the last time I looked 
m upon the room whero Cadeiousse aud hk wi£» wero sif- 
ting; thofbfiBflrwMSMtedapoikoiieoIflioMlowwoodm 
itods wbiob In ooimtry placei an ftequently uaad i nrt ead 
ofehaiia. Hû baokbeingtiimed towaidama^Icoaldiiol 
aee tiia espifloion of hia ooantanaiMe ; nMm ahonld I 
bava beau able to do lo bad ba baan plaoed difiiaieiitlj, aa 
bîa baad waa bnried batwaan bia two banda. Ia Caioonto 
oontinoad to gaae on bim fi» aome time tn oontomptoona 
ôlance; thenabioggingnpberahoiUden^abatookberieat 
immediatoly oppoaîto to him. At this moment the azpir> 
ing embars threw up a ficaah flame fiom tba kindiing of n 
pièce of wood that lay near ; a n 1 i bright gleam was thrown 
on the acene nnd tlio actors iii it. La Carconte atill ki^t 
bar ayaa fixed on her husband ; but as he made no sîgn of 
ehanging hîs position, she extended her hard bonj band 
and touched him on tho forehoad. 

" Caderousso shuddcred. The woman's lips seemed to 
move as though shc wcrc tulking ; but cîther bocause sho 
spoke in an uudertone, or b«^causo niy sensés were duUed 
by shiep. T ilid not catcli a word she uttered. I could no 
longM eveu see ezcept thiough a mist and with that un- 
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oertainty m wlûdi peioeptiona are Uandfld with àmxoM. 
Fioally iny eyes closed, and I lost oonsciousneaai How 
long I had been in thia iiiieonsciou8 statc I know not, 
when I was suddenly afoused by the report of a pistoi 

followed by a fearful cry. Unsteady footsteps sonntîctl on 
the floorof the chamber, ami tlie next instant a duU, heary 
weight sf'mpd to fall powerless on tbo staircase. 1 bad 
not yrt tuUy rocovered iny reeollection when again I 
beard groans niingled with halfstiflod cries, as if from 
persons ongaged in a deadly struggle. A last cry, more 
prolonged than tbo others, whicb gradually was subdued 
to groans, e£Fectually aroused me £rom my drowsy lethargy. 
Hastily raising mysoîf on ono ami, I looked around. but 
ail was dark ; and it ^cemcd to me ai> if the rain muat 
bave penetrated tbrougb tbc flooring of tbe ruum above, 
for some kind of moisture appeared to fall, drop by drop, 
upoii my forebattd, and wlien I paaied my baad across mj 
biow, I filt ît wet and olammy. 

''To tlw feaxftil noiaea thafe had awakaned ne bad nio- 
oeeded the moet piofbtmd ailenoe^ — nnfaroken» aave bj 
tbe footstepa a man walking abont over my head. The 
Btaûeaae oteakad nnder bis atep. The man deeoended to 
the lower loom, appvoached the firaplaee^ and Ughted m 
candie. It was Gaderonase» hia hob pale and hk ahirt 
led wiih blood. Haring obtained tbe ligbt, he hnnied 
upetairs again, and once moie I beard bis rapidand nneaay 
step in tbe chamber above. £re long he came below 
holding in bis hand tbe small sbagreen case, which he 
opened, to assure himself it contained tbe diamond, and 
seemed to besitatc as to whicb pocket he sbould put it in ; 
thon, ns if dissatisfied with the socurity of either pocket, 
he dcpositcd it in bis red bundkercliief, wliich he care- 
fully rolled round bis head. After tliis he took from his 
cupboard the bank-notesand goLd he had pat theie^ throat 
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tbe one îiito the pocket of bis trouseiSp and the other into 
ihat of bis wabtcoat, bastily tied up a aimU bundlo of 
linen, and rusbiug towaida tbe door, dûappeand in tbe 
darkness of the night. 

" Then ail became cloar and luanifest to me ; and I 
repKiached iiiyself witli whnt îiad happened as tliough I 
myselï liad dono tho guiity decd. I fancied that î ptill 
beard faint moans ; and imagining tliat tlie untortuiiale 
jeweller migbt not bo {|uite dcad, I dctermined to go to 
his relief by way of atoning in some slight degree, nofc 
for tlio crime I liad conimittetl, but for that which I had 
not cQduiivured tu preveiiL Fur tliis purpose I applicd ail 
tbe Btiength I possessed to force an entrance from tbe 
cramped spot in wbieb I lay to the adjoining room ; the 
badly ammged plankt whieb alone divided me fiom it 
yielded to mj efforts, and I fbnnd myaelf la tbe honaek 
Haetîly matching np the Hgbted candie^ I hnnied to the 
etoiicase ; towaide the middle of it I atombled over a hu^ 
xnan body lying qnite a«aafl8 tbe afeaiia, It was tbe body 
of La Caiconte ! The piatol I had heaid bad doabtlen 
been diwhatged at the unfbrtiinate woniaii, wboee thioal 
it bad frigbtfnlly laoeiated, leaving a gaping wonnd ftom 
whieh, aa weU aa tbe njouth, the bluod was welliog In 
sanguinary str^ams. I inding the misérable créature past 
ail human aid, I strode paat ber and aaoended to tbe 
deeping-charaber, wbicb presented an appearance of tbo 
wildest disorder. The fumiture bad been knocked over 
In tlio deadly struggle that had taken place there ; and the 
abeets, to which tho unfortunate jeweller bad doulitle:^^ 
clung, wcv(î dragged across th« ruom. ïhe luurdered niaa 
lay ou tho floor, his bead leaning against tbe wall, welter- 
iiig iû a gory stroam, ponred fortb from tbree large wounds 
in his breast ; in a fourtb wound was a laige kitcben-knifa 
oi wbicb tbe bandle ouly was visible. 
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" I stumbled over the xcond piatol, wliif^h had not been 
discharged, — tbe powder probably \yQm^'. ihmyp. I ap- 
proached the jnwcller, who \v;i.s iwi «juite dead ; aud at the 
Sound of my footi>teps, causiiig as they did tlie creaking of 
the floor, he opent-d his eyes, lixed them on ino for a mo- 
ment, niuvcd liis li})f> as though tryiiig to speak, and expiitjd, 
This appalling sighi aiuio.st bcreft nio qï my sensés ; and 
fiudiug that I coald no lungor be of service to auy one iu 
tbe house, mj only désire was to get away. I mdied to 
tbe BlaÎjeaM^ dasping my buming temples ifith botb 
bandit and vttoring ories ai honor. Upon naoliiitg tbe 
loom bélow, I foimd five or âx coatonirhoiiie ofBoen and 
two or tbiee gendannesy — an «rmed troop. Tbey im- 
mediatelj aeiaed me^ and I did not even attempt anj 
nnttanoe ; I waa no longer maafter of my aenae!» I tned 
to speak, bot ooold ntter only inarkienlate enest I aaw 
some of tbe pavty poîntîng at me^ and lowered my eyee to 
look at myself ; I was covered with Uood. Tbat waiin 
lain tbat I had perceived falling on me througb tbe stair- 
case was tbe blood of La Carconte. I pointed with my 
fînger to the place wheie I had been concealed. 'Wb«t 
does he mean 1 ' asked a gendanne. One of the reTenue 
officers went to the place I had indiri'^pd. * He mcans,* 
replied tho man, npon his rcturn, *tli;U he effected liis 
entrance by nicans of this holc/ sliowing the place where 
I had brokon my way throngh tbe plauks into the houso. 

"Tlieu I uiiderstoixl tl)at they took me for an assassin. 

I recovered m y voi-'n ami m y stronf^th. 1 tore m y self 
from the two mcu wlio held me, anrl cried ont, * It is not 

II it is not I !' A couple of gcinl.iiiue^ bold tho muzzlea 
of their carbines agaiiist my brcast; ' Stir but a stop/ 
said they, * aud you arc a dead m au ! ' * Why sbould you 
threaten me with deatb/ cried I, ' when I bave aheady 
deolared my innocenoeV ^Toa wiU tell yonr little stoiy 
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to the judgeg at Hîmes. Moanwhile, oome aloog wiâi ut ; 
and tbe bert advioe we oui give you it to do lo niUMÎai- 
ingly.' Aewrtanoe was tu ftom my thonghto. I waa utr 
terly ovoipoweied by tnipiiM and tonor; and withoat a 
woid I aalhEad myaelf to ba handenffed and tied io a 
hone^a tatl, in whîeh dJ^gnoafiil plight I anÎTad ai 
Ntmaa. 

'* It aeema I bad baoi tneked by a domamer, wbo bad 
loet iight of me near the inn ; fèeling aamind thai I in- 
tonded to paM tbe nigbt there, he bad leturned to sanmon 

his commd^ who arrived juat in time to hear the report 
cf tba pifitol, aud to take me in the midet of 8uch proofs 
of mj guilt that I at onoe uodentood the difficulty I 
should bave in proving niy innocence. One only chance 

was left rae, that of beseechinp: the mrï;^âstrato before whom 
I was taken to cause cvery iiKHiiiy to )>o made for a cep- 
tain Abbé Busoni, who had stojipvd at the iim of the 
Pont du Gard on the raorning prcvioua to the luurder. 
Tf, indeed, Caderousso had invented th« stury relative to 
the diamond, and thero exiâted no mirh person as tho 
Abbé Biisoni, then, inde«»d, I was lost past rédemption 
unlesâ Cadurous3e should be taken aud should luake a 
confession. 

" Two months passed away in which — I ougbt to say 
in praiae of my judgo ~- aeavoh was eveiy wbrae made for 
the paiaon I bad daeired to aea. I bad alzeady kat aU 
bope. CaderonMe bad noi been taken. Hy trial waa to 
oome on at tbe approacbing eMmono; wben, on tbe 8tb of 
September^ »tbat ia to aayi piedaely tbree montba and 
fiva daya aller tbe event^ — tbe Abbé Biiaoni, whom I no 
longer boped to aee, pie ae a ted bimaelf at the priaon, nyiag 
tbat be nndeiatood oœ U tbe priaonem «kbedto apeak 
to bim. He had leamed of tbe affirâr ai Mars<>ille8, be 
aaid* and bad *«M t to oomnlv wîûi mv Tioii 
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maj easîïy imagine with whai eagerness T welooDied him ; 
I xekted to him the whole of what I had seen and heaM. 
I felt K)me (logree of neiroiisness as I entered apon the 
history of the diaîTiontl ; hnt to ray inexpresaible astonîsh- 
mcnt, ho confîrmeil it in every particular, and to niy eqtial 
surprise, lie scemcd to place oiitire belief in ail I stated. 
AikI then it was that, won by lus niild charity, perceiving 
liim acqiiainted wilb ail tho liabits and cnstoroa of my 
own country, and considehng also that pardon for the 
only crime of which 1 was really guilty migbt corne with 
a double power from lijis so benevolent and kînd, 1 be- 
souglit li:rii to reccivo niy confession, under tho seul ot 
"whicli i iccountcd tho atfair of Autcuil in ail its détails. 
That whieh I had done by the impulse of my beat feel- 
ingfi prodnoed the aame eflbot as thoogih it hâd been the 
ngoltof calcolatioii. My Toluntaiy confeaBion of the wbm 
nnâtbmeft Autoatl pioved fto him that I hadnot oommitted 
that of whioh I itood ansiued. When he qnitted ma, he 
hade me he of goodooniage^and rely upon his doing aU ia 
hÎB power to oonTÎnoe my judgea of my inmxnneew 

**! had apeedy proolb that the exoeDent abbé was en* 
gaged in my heh^ fox the iSgpm of my imprieonment 
were gradnally alleviated, and I was told that my trial 
was to be postponed to the assizes following those now 
being heUL In the intérim it pleaaed Providence to 
oanae the apprehension of Gadeionase, who was discoverad 
in tome distant country and bionght back to France, 
whero he made a fnll confession, attributing to bis uife 
the conception and instillation of the der'd, He was 
senteuced to the g^eya for life ; and I was immédiate]/ 
set at liberty." 

"And then it was, I presnnic," said Monte Cristo, 
" that you came to me as the bearer of a letter from the 
AbbéBusonit*' 
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"I( yonr ExoeDency; Htê hmmtAmA âbïbé look 
an évident inteceit in ail that oonmmed me. 'Yonz 
mode of life M a smuggler/ aaîd he to me one day» ' wîE 
be tlie niin of yen if yen penût in il; lel me adviae 
you wbea yon f{el oqI of pneon lo chooae «riiatKHig 
more lafe aa welt aa reepeetabla.' *Bal bow/ inqaind 
I, *am I to mainlain myaëlf and my poor aialerf ' ' Apei^ 
•on, wboae eonfeasoi I am,' repUed h», * and nho eotleitaina 
• high TCgaid fbr me, applied to me a short time since to 
proonre him a confidential aervant Woald you like such 
a post ? If 80, I will give yon a letter of introdaclion to 
thé Mend I allude to.' 'Oh, imm pèrr,* I cried, ^wbat 
goodnei» ! ' ' But you niust swear to me that I ahall never 
have ofcnsioTJ tn regret my recommcndation.' I cxtoiided 
my hainl to take thn oatb. ' It iâ nocdlcss,' ^nid ; *I 
knowand I like tho ( 'orsioans, — that is niy roliance 1 Here, 
take this,' continue*! he, after mpidly writinp; the few linee 
I brought to your ExcoUency, and iipon roceipt of wliich 
you deigîied t-o receive me iuto your service ; anti now 1 
aak with conlidenco whether your £xcellency has ever had 
cause to complain of me t " 

"On the contrary, Bertuccio, I have ever found you 
faithfui, bonest, and desendiig. One £ault I find with 
you, and Ibat is your noi baviug plaead anlloient eonft- 
toee in me." 

** Indeed, yonr ExceEency, I know nel wbal yen mean I 

'* Simply thifl ; how eomea i^ thaï having hoth a aialar 
and an adopted aon, yon have nerer epohen to me of 
«thert" 

** Alaa I I have atiU to moonnt the moal ilîrfrnnaînc pe- 
riod of my life, Anxiona ai yon may anppoae I waa to he* 
hold and oomfort my dear sister, I lost no time in hasten- 
ing to CoTsiea; hnlwhen I arriv i «t Ro|^iano I found 
Ihehonaeinmminiing; them had heen a aoaiie ao honiUn 
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tiuit fhe SM^bo» nmemiber and «petk <if H to fibii dij. 
Aotiog hj mj ad^ioe^ mj poor sister bad nfbaod to ocnii* 
plj witii tlid onieaaoïiablB demuidi of Beaedetto^ who was 
couttnually tonnenting her for mwsy as long as he be- 
liared therc was a 8oa left in ber poasesaion. One morn- 
ing wben be bad deroanded money, thieatening her with 
the severest conséquence if she did not siipply him with 
what he desired, he disappeared throughout the whole of 
the day, leaving the kind-hearted Assunta, who loved him 
as if he were her own chiid, to weep over his conduct and 
beAviil h']9 aKsHDip. Evening came; and still, with ail 
the patient soiicitude of a moiber, aba watched for bia 
letom. 

*• As the eleventh honr striick, he returoed with two of 
his ordinary compuiUons. As poor Assunta rose to clasp 
her Iruiiiit in her arnis, slie was soized upon by thrcô 
ruffians, and oue of them — I shudder with tho fear that 
it may have been that infernal child — cried out, * Let us 
pal ber to tba tortoxe ; she will tbea (éQ os wbsfs tbe 
ttoney îs.' x 

" It nnforfcqiiately bappened tbat oiir neigbbor, WasOîD^ 
WM si Bsstia, Isaving no penon in bis bouse but bis wife; 
no one dse ooold hear or see anything that took place 
witbin oar dwaUiqg. Two of tbe bmtsl oompsnions of 
Benedetto béld poorAssonts, wbo, nnable to oonoetYe tbat 
«ny bann was intended to ber, smiled npon tbose vbo were 
soon to become her execntûmeis. The tbiid roffian pio- 
eeeded to barricade tbe doors and Windows ; then retam- 
ing to bis infiunous accompUces^ the three united in sti- 
fling the mm nUered by the poor victini at the sight of 
thèse alarming préparations. This « ffocted, tbey put the 
brazier to Assunta's fect, expccting thus to compel her to 
déclare whero our little treasure wm concealcd. In the 
stniggles made by my poor sister har dothes caoght âr^ 
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•nd they wme oompeDed to bt go ihelr Md la màm I» 
premretbeniselTBs. Ooverad with flamei^ Aamnta roihad 
wikUy to ihe door ; bat it wat fintoned. 8be flew to Ihe 
windowi ; boi tlray irœ IwttricidBd. Tboi ber neigbbQr 
bflaidl^btfUeriM^--iMnteea]]jQgforbelp. Thenbflr 
Toioa ww fltîfled; ha cnm labrided to biooiib; and on 
tbo foUowiiig moining^ wben lAer • njgbi ci togmib «nd 
teitor Wa8Îlio*a wile oonUI anistor np ooonge to vooftue 
abroad, she catLsed tbe door of oor dwdHiig to be opcned 
1^ tbe publie «othorities, and Âssunta, althoQ^ dreadfuUy 
btirned, was found slill bieathing, Evetty disant and c1om4 
ia the house had beon forced open, and tmajUâBg wortll 
carrying off stolen from them. Benedetto never again ap- 
pearod at Rogliano, neither îiavo I sinco Uiat day eitber 
aeen or hcard anything conteniing him. 

"It was subseqnently to tho«?*> dremdfiil events tliat I 
waited on vour KxcolJeucv, to wiioLu it would bave been 
folly to bave montionod Bouodolto, siiiuo ail trace of hiiu 
seemed ontirely l<»st ; or of iiiy sistcr, siiice she wus dead." 

" And what iiave you thought of tbat eventi** inquiied 
Monte Cris ta 

** That it was a puuishment for the crime I had com- 
mitted/ anawexed Bertoocio. "Oh, thœe Villeforta are 
an aoconed mce t ** 

** 1 beliovo it^** miiiiirared tbo ooimt» in a moUnobolj 
tona» 

««And 

may poibapa be aUa to oomptoband tbat tbia plaoc^ 
wbifib I zevÎBÎt fat tbe fint time^ tbia gudan, wban I 
baye kiUed a man, migbt irall ezdta in me tboae dia- 
a groca Me omodona ol wbicb you deaiiad to knov tbo 
oaiiMi For, in short, T am not sare but that baCoce ma^ 
there at my feet, lias M. de YiUeloiit in tba giatra wbifili 
be bad dog Ibr bia ohild." 
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^'Braytbing, in hc% is possible," said Monte Cristo, 
llriilg hôïïk the bench on which be had beau tilting; 
^eren,** he added in a low tone^ " tbat tbe p roe ur e ur du 
m is not dead. Tbe Abbé Busoni did right to tend y<m 

to me ; and jon have also done wcîl in reîating to me yonr 
history, as it will prevcnt my forming any orronoous opin- 
ions conceniing you in future. A?^ for that Bonedctto, 
nrho m grossly belied his namc, iiavo you novor mado 
any effort to tn^^e ont wbitber he bas gono or wbat 
bas become of h nu 1" 

"Never! If T ba l kn own wher© he was, instead o£ 
going to him I should luivo fled as from a raonster. I 
havo nevcr heard bis name mentioned by any person j I 
bope he is dead." 

*'Do not bope it, Bertucoio/ said tbe connt. "The 
wktkfid do noi di« ao^ ftr €bd lemis to keep thflm in 
liii mn, that he maj uae them as instramenta of hia 
YeDgeaDee." 

«8o he it^" aaid Bertaedo. «I ask 011I7 that I maj 
nevw an him agun. And now» Monsiflar the Count^'* 
added the atewaid, hending humhly forward, joa haow 
ail; yon an my jndga on eaith aa the Almi^tjr ia in 
Heaven. Have yon no woida of eonaolation for met** 

''My good friend, I oan say to you what the Abbë 
Bosoni would say to you. Villefort, tbe man yon killed, 
merited the punîshment be receired at your handa aa a 
just reAvard the wronga he had done yon, and it may 
be, for other crimes likewîse. Benedetto, if still living, 
wiil beconie the instrument of sorne divine rétribution, 
nnd ihen will be puni.slicJ in liis turn. As far as you 
y ours* If are concerned, I see but one point in which you 
air r'-illy guilty. Ask yourself whf»rf^foro, after rescuing 
the infant from its living grave, yc u li 1 not reatore it to 
its motbei; Tbt^re was tbe crimes iiertuooio.'* 
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" True, Monsieur ; thore, as you say, I actefî "wickedly, 
for as to tliat I was a cowanl. My tirst duty, as soou as 
I had succeeded in rocallmg thebabe to lifo, was to restore 
it k) its mother; ]>ut in order to do so I mu.st have mad© 
close and careful iufiuiiy, wliicli would in ail probability 
Lave led to my own a})prehension. And I cluni^ to life, 
partly on my sistfr'.s uccuunt, aiid partly frorn tli it tV»eling 
of pride inborn in our hearts, whicL makus us wisii to 
corne off uiitouched and victorious in the exécution of our 
vengeance. Perhaps, too, the m^oial and instinctive love 
of Ij&madAiiM wiik tOAToidcaidaiigering my ofrit Ohl 
I am net htm Hke 

Botuoeio bid hii &oe in bis banda aa ba nttnad Uiaaa 
mtâàf wbile Monta Criato fixed on him a long and inda- 
aoribabla gaaa. Aftar a briaf ailenoe^ landaced atiU moie 
aolamn bj tba tîma and plaoe, tba oonnt aaid în a tona of 
malanoboly wboUy nnlîka bia nsiial nanntr, "la oïdar 
to and pfoperly tbia oonvenatlon, wbieb trill ba o«r laafc 
about thèse adventures, I wîll repeat to you aoma vrords I 
bava beard from tba iipa of tba Abbé Bnaoni himself ; 
'For all ills there are two lamadÎM» — time and silence.' 
Now, M. Bertuocio^ kava ma to valk alone for a few 
moments in this garden. That which awakens pain- 
ful émotion in you, an artor in that terrible sceno, givcâ 
me a sensation almost plca-sunt and iuereascs the value of 
this estate. The treeï>, you sce, M. lîortuccio, are jdeasant 
only as they make a shade ; and tlui .shade itself is pleas- 
ant oûly an it is tillè.l with reverieà aud visions. IL&tû I 
have bought a garden, thinking to bny a simj^lo enclosur© 
shut in by walls ; but suddi'idy that enclosure becomes a 
garden l'uU of ghosts, which wore not meutinned in the 
coutract. Now I like ghosts ; I have iiever heard it said 
that so much harm had been done by the dead during 
aiz thouaand yeaia aa b wiooght by tba lMa§ ta qm 
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single dây. Beiite within, Bertuccio, and eleep in peamu 
Shoiild your ocmfeasor be less indulgent to yoa in your 
dying moments than yoa found the Abbé Busoni, send for 
me if I am still on earth, and I will tind words to soothe 
your soûl as it makes rond y to start on tbat zougli voyage 
to -wlnt is called Eteriiity." 

Bertuccio bowed respcctiuily and turned away, sighing 
heAvih^ "When he had quito disai'tpcared. Monte Cristo 
aro.sLi ; and taking tliree or four stcps onwards, he mur- 
mured, " Hcre, beneatii thin plane-tree, îs where the in- 
fant's grave was dug. There is the littîo door opening into 
Llio garileu. At this comer is the privato staircaso com- 
muiiicating with the sleupin^' apartment. There will bo 
no necessity for me to make a note of theae particulaiSy 
thfife bê&VB my eyes, beneath my foet, ail aïonnd me, 
I hftTB the plan aketehed with ail the Uving lealitj of 
troth." 

After making the tour of the geiden a second time^ 
the oonnt nigained the house and re-entered his carnage ; 
while Bertnceio^ who peicelTed the thonghtftil eiptesaion 
of hîs naatox^a featniee, took his aeat beeide the drivev 
withont ntiering a irord. The carnage prooeeded lapidly 
towaida Paria. 

Ihat samo eyeningy npon reaching his abode in tbe 
Champs Élysées, the Count of Monte Cristo went over the 
whole building with the air of one long acquainted with 
eacb nook or corner. Nor, although preceding tbe paity, 
did he once mistake one door for another, or commit any 
error in choosing tho pmper corridor or staîrcase to con- 
duct him to a phrc or suite uf room ; he dcsired to visit. 
Ali accompanied hiiu on this noctuinui insjwction. Hav- 
ing given varions orders to Bertuccio rehitive to tho im- 
provcmenU aud altérations he dosired to make in the 
hou^e, the count^ diawing out bis watch, said to the atten- 

TOL. U. — T» 
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tire Kabian^ It is half-post eleven o'clock ; Haydée will 
aoon arrive. H ave the French attendauts been notifiedi" 
Ali eztended his hands towards the apartnicnts destined 
for the fair Greek, which were so isolnted that wliou tho 
door \va.s coiu:f -il»* ? lichind tapestry one iiiight go ail over 
tho Ijouso witliout suspecting that in tliat locality were a 
salon and two cliambera, uuoupicd. Ali, having pointod 
to the aj)artmuiits, coimted three ou the îiiigers of his left 
hand, and th( n, placing it beneath bis bcad, sbut bia ejea 
and tWigued to ^leep. 

" I nnderataud," said Monte Crihio, well acquainleJ witU 
Ali's pantomime ; " y«m mean U) tell me tliat three fe- 
male attendante are waiting in the sleeping-ciiaraber." 
**Yes," said Ali, by repeatedly nodding his hcad. 
" Madame will be fatigiied this eveuing," continued 
Monte Cristo, " and will no doubt wisk to retire to resfe 
immediately upon her arrivai. Désire the French attend- 
•nte not to veaiy ber witb questions, but morely to pay 
theîr zwpectful duty tnd ratisiL You will dao m UiÊà 
ibe Gfeek seiranta hold no ootniiratiîeatioii with Oborn of 
tbia eomitiy." 

AH bowed. Juift ai fhal momonfe toiom woo bflud 
halliog tbe eoneier^, Tbe gito opened ; a oiiriige loUod 
down the avenaii^ «lul itopped ot tbe fllgbt of itept leod- 
ing to the booM. The oonnt dcieended, «nd pieiwted 
bimaalf «t tbe alreedy opened eaaiage-dooi^ He olfaied 
his bend to « yoong wornen oompletely envelopod in % 
mantle of gnen and gdd. 8be ndaed the band eztended 
towaida ber to ber lipo^ and lùaed it witb a aixtnie of 
love and leepect. A few words paased between tbeni in 
that aonoioiis langoage în which Homer nukea hia gode 
convQiee. Tlio woman spoke with an expiemon of deep 
tenderneaSy wbile the count replied with an air of gentle 
giaTÎ^. Preoeded by Ali, wbo oairied In bia baad a 
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oindle of loaa^Iond wix, fht wonuoi, wlio ww no oûiar 
tium tlw lofolj Oveek who bad been Monte Griato^s oom- 
paakiL in Italy, iras oondiMted to her aputmeiita^ wMe 
ilia ooimt vetind to tbe pavilion foierved fi» binudt In 
aoothar Loar OTeiy Ugbi în tfae houae waa extingnidied, 
and tt mlgfai haTO beau thoogbt that ail iti inmates dapt. 
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CHAPTEli XVL 

UNLUIITBD GBBDIT. 

About two o'clock on the following day a calèche, drawn 
by a pair of mapnificent English horses, stopped at the 
(loor of Aioute Oisto, and a man dressed in a blue coafc 
with buttons of the samo oolor, a wliite waistcnat ovor 
which "was displayed a massive gold chain, and Imuwu 
trousers, wilh hair 80 black and descending m low ovt^r 
his eyebrows as to loave it doubtful whether it were not 
artiâcial, so little did its jetty glossiuess a^ssimilate with 
tbo deep wrinklos Ktanipcd on hia features, — a man, in a 
Word, wbo, altbougb evidcutly more tbau liily years of 
âge, desired to be taken for not more tban forty, beut for- 
ward from the carriago-door, on the panels of which were 
emblazoned tihe armofii! beatings of a baron, and directed 
bîii groom to inqniro at tbe porioi^s lodge wbethar tbo 
Gbimt of Monte Cristo feeidod tbere, and îf ho wm 
witbÛL Wbile mûtin^ tbe ooenpant of tha oarriagc sai> 
Tayad tho booae^ tbe gaidan ao fi» aa be ooald diatii^giiiali 
it) and tbe livaiy of Ibe aarvanta wbo paaaad to and fso^ 
witb an attention ao doaa aa to be aomewbat impeitiiMnik 
The fgiKDOb of tbia iadiyidiial waa keen, bût evincing 
latiiar onnning tban întelUganœ ; bia lipa weie ataaj^t^ 
and ao tfain tbat aa tbej doaad tbej ma» oompwMaed 
irithin tbe sunttbi —in dioit» the aba and pnnninenoa of 
bû flfaeek4wiieay — a neTer-foiling pioof of enftîneaa^ — > 
tbe flatnaaa of bîa foiebaad, and tbe enlaigioiant of tba 
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back of his skuU, whieh extonJed far boyond liis large and 
vulgarly-shapod cars, cuiubmed to give, in the eyes of a 
physioguumist, a cbaracter almost répulsive to the face o£ 
that man, so highly respected by the peoplo for his raag- 
nificent horses, the enormous diaraoïid lie wore on hià 
ehiit-froiit, and the red ribbon oxtended from une button» 
hole to the otber of his coat. 

The graom, in oliedieiioe (o his oïdero, tapped ai the 
windov of the portorV lodge^ uying» Bow net th« Goont 
of Monte Oikto Iîto heiet " 

" His fizoeDency doos fselde heto^" lepHed the eomcierge ; 
^bni— " added he, glandiig an inqninxtg look «fc AIL 
AH Ktamed a sign in the nogstÎTe. 

*«Biitirhat9'' «sked the 

^His EzmUenej does not leoeîve visitors to^y." 

"Then take mj master's Gaid, — M. le Bsion Dangleisl 
Be mue to give the euà to the ooimt^ end nj that in 
going to the Cbamber mj niaster eime ont of his way to 
hare tiie honov of oalling ttpon hîm.* 

^ I do not apeak to his Ezcellencj/' leplied the oon- 
eterge; "the liold dê Cambre will oaiiy yoiir message.** 

The groom letonied to the eauiagc. Well 1 " aaked 
Danglars. The man, somewhat crestfallen by the re- 
bake he had reoetved, detailed to his master ail that 
had passed between hiniself and the oomdtsr^ 

*' Oh ! " said the baron, " Ûm gentleman îs a prince, 
then, who must be called Excellency, and must not be 
approached but by his valet, irowcvcr, it does not sig- 
nify ; he a letter of crédit on me, 80 I moat 806 him 
when he require* his money." 

ïhen, tlirowing himself back in his carriage, Danglars 
called oui to his coachiuan, in a voice that might be heard 
aeroi^ the road, " To tho Chamber of Deputies ! " 

Through the blinda of hia poTilion, Monte Cristo, 
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«Mmed in time, bad aeen the baron, and had studied 
him, by the aid of an excellent lorgnette, witb no Itm 
BCTutiny than M. Danglars bimself had given to bis exam- 
ination of the hotise, the gardon, and the liverios. " That 
fellow has a décidée Uy bad countenance," said tho count, 
in a tone of disgust, as he sliut up bis glass into its ivory 
case. '* How cornes it tliat ail do nut retreat m kv9T9\ou at 
sight of that flat, receding, wrpont-like forelua l, round, 
vulture-sha}:)ed head, and sharp-lioul^» 1 tiopo, likc tho beak 
of a buzzard \ Ah ! " cried be, striking at t]i • -aine timo 
on the brazeu gong. Ali appeaied. " Suuunon Bertuccio I • 
aaid the count. 

Alniost immediately Bertuccio entered the apartracat. 
** Did yuui Kxcollency désire, to seo me 1 " iji4uired be. 

•* 1 did," replied the couiiL " You no dou])t observôd 
the horscs standing a few minutes sincu at the door t " 

** Certainly, your Excellency ; I noticed ih&m for their 
mnAïkftfaJfi beautr." 

*'ThMi how oomei il»" mSA Mante Ciisto, witb a frowa» 
** tliat wbisii I desind yoa to poiduMe for bm tbe finert 
pair of hones to be fowid in Phiit, iheie an in Fteii two 
other honea aa bandfloow aa aune, and tlmaa hocaea ara 
Dot in myatableat" 

At the look of displeaaaio and the ooQnt*a angiy to&ea, 
Ali tnmed pale and held down hia head. ^ It ia not 
your firalt» mj good Ali,** aiid the oouiit» in the Aiabîa 
langnage, and in a tone of aneh gantlene« aa none woold 
hare given him eredit for being eapaUe of léeling^ — it 
b not yonr &nlt. You do not proftai to nndenland tina 
choice of Englieh hoiBeB,** 

The countenance of Ali leooTeved ita aerenity. 

" Permit me to aaanie your ExeeUen^,** said Bertucdo^ 
" tbat the horses you «peak of irare not to be aold wImb 
J pwfcthaacid yonn»" 
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Monte Cristo slirugj:,'ed his shoulders. " It seems, Mon- 
sieur the Intendant," said he, "that you liave yet to leam 
tbat all thiugs are to be sold to such ns ( n*' t > ]y,\y the prîco.'* 

" Monsieur the Count is not, peruiipi,, aware that M. 
Danglars gave sixteen thousand livres for his liorses t *' 

" Very well 1 then ofTcr him thirty-two thousand ; 
a bauker never loses an opportunity of doubling lik 
captaL" 

*']« yoor BzodkiMqr ml^ in Mmertl** inqidied the 

Monte Giûto looked al Ids rtewaid «s îf w^bfnààbaà 
ibc question. ** I bava to pay a Tiitt thia ereBiag;^ ra- 
plîad ha. ''I deabe that thaao honei^ with complatély 
new hainaas, may he at tba door with mj oanii^'* 

Bertaooio bowëd, and waa ahont to withdww ; hot when 
he Teaohed the door, he panaed and aaid, *' At whatVdock 
doea jùot ExceUaney intend to make that liait t 

** At (ire o*elook," lei^sed the eomnt 

^ I hcig yonr ExoeUency'a paidon," interpoaed the atew- 
azd, in a deprecating maimer, £ar Tentoring to ohaam 
tbat it is already two o'dook." 

** I know it^" waa Monte Cristo's only leply. Then 
tuming towiriîs Ali, ho said, " Let nll tlip horsos in my 
stables hù led before the windowa q£ Madame^ tbat she 
may select iboae ahe pie&ca for her carnage. Kequest her 
also to oblige me by eaying whether it is her pleasure to 
dîne with me ; if so, let dinner be served in her apart* 
ments. Now kave m% and daaiie my 
eomc hithcr.** 

Scarcely had All difiappearad wben the valet eutered 

the chanil)er. 

" M. Baptistin,** saifî tho ronnt, "you have been in my 
service one year, the ùinr. I generally give myscif to judgo 
of tiie merits or déments of those about me. You suit 
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me Tery well.** Baptistin bowed low. " It ooly xemaint 
fot me to know -wbeiher I also soit yoa % '* 

"Oh, Moiwieiir tlw Goniitl" ftTftlainwd Baptistiii, 
eigerly. 

" I.isten, if you pleose, till I have finished speaking," 

replietl Monte Cristo. " Yoii receive fîftccn hundred livres 
per annum for your services hcre, — more than lûany a 
brave subaltorn, who coiitimially risks Itis lifo for his 
country, obtains. You îiave food such as luaiiy clerks 
and place-iui'.u wlio work ten tiraes hanler than you do 
woiild wish to have. Thoiigli yourself a servant, you 
have otiicr .servants ^vho take carn of yoiir linen and your 
clothes. Beside.s your liftcon iiundrc'd livryji of wagea, 
you stoal froni rae annually, upon the purchases joumake 
for rny toiict, fifteen hundred livres beaidea.** 
** Oh, your Excclluncy 1 " 

** I am not conipkining, M. Baptistin ; it is reasonabîe. 
Nevertheless, I désire tliat to l>e stopped. You cou 11 Inid 
nowhere else a situation such as yuur j^'ood fortune lias 
givcn you. I do not ill-use my people ; 1 never swcar ; I 
do not put myself in a rage j I always pardon mistakes, — 
never négligence or foigetfùlnefls. My orders aie g^neiaUj 
shoKty Irai el«ar and preeise ; I pvefo to wpeal thon twlM^ 
or even tkfee timee» rather than liave them impeilbetly ooin> 
prahended. I «m riob «nongb to flnd ont aU thai I wanl 
to know, and I giva you notice^ I am very cunoiUL lî, 
then, I leam tbai jou Iiave apoken of me kindly or moi* 
kindly, commented on my aotiona, or watcbed my oondnct^ 
yoa win leave me al that moment I never wam my aer- 
tanta more than onoa. Ton are wamed ; go^" Bi^tulin 
bowed and waa prooeeding towaida the door, " I Ibigot 
to mentum to yon»** aaid the eoant^ "that I lay yeariy 
aaide a certain aam for eacb eerrant in my eatabUahmenl ; 
thoae whom I am oompeUed to diamiaa loae^ of oatxmb, thw 
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money, while their ji n tion gnos to the fiind accumiilating 
for those domestics who rt;main with me, and aint>ii_: 
wliom it will be divided at my death. You have beeo 
in my service a year; your fortune haa been began. 
Continuo it." 

ThÎB address, delivorcd in tho prcsenco of Ali, who stood 
wholly unmoved, produced au eifect on M. Baptiatiii only 
to be conccived by those who have studied the character 
and disposition of Ereodi domestica I assure your Ex- 
cellency," mSà h», " tX least it sball be my atudy to merit 
your approlwtîoD in ail (hingB ; and I wiU tike IL Ali aa 
myiDodaL** 

"Ptajdo no mth thîng^" zeplied tbe oonxA, inthe moat 
ftjgidtonei ** AU haa aiaiiy ikulta mized vifh inoat axeal* 
lent qnaMea. Do nol^ then, tako example hom Mm, fbr 
AJi îa an exoepfcîon. He teeeiYea no iragea ; lie is not a 
aervani^ «he is my »Lm, my dog. If he ahonld fui in 
bia dn^ I ahonld nofc dianilaa him^ I abonld kîlL lûm.** 

Baptiatm opened hia eyes. 

<( Po yon donbi it t" aaid Monte CfÎBto, He tban le- 
peated to A]i in tlie Ambio langoage wlial bo had jnat 
been aaying to Baptiatin in French. The Nubien amiled 
aoaentingly to bis master's words, then kneeUng on one 
knee, respectfully kiaeed tbe hand of tbe count. Thia 
OQEfobozation of the lesson he had jnst T«;eived put the 
fimshing stroke to the stupéfaction of M. Baptistin. The 
count then motioned to the valet de chambre to letiie, 
and to Ali to foUow him into hîs study, where they con- 
Tcrsed a long time. At five o'clock the count struck 
thrice upon bis gong. When Ali was wanted, one stroke 
was given ; two siiramoned Baptistin, and thrco Bertuccio. 
The steward entered. " My horses ! " said MoTîto Cristo. 

" They are liarnessed to the carringr, your Excellency, 
Does Monsieur tbe Count wiab me to accompany him 3 
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**No, only the coui hinan, Ali, aiul Baptistin.** 
The count desceuded to the door of liis mansiuii, un il 
behold liis carriage drawn hy the very pair of horsos Le 
had so much admired iu the momiiig attached to the car- 
TÏa^e of Danglarst. As he passcd thoui he said, " They 
are extrcmelj haiulsome certainly, and you have done well 
to purchase them, although you wure somewhat lato." 

** Indeed, your Excellency, I had imich diiïiculty in 
obtaining them, aud they have coet a lai^e sum of 
money.** 

''Doet âMstmi you gave for tliMiimaketlidttiiiBiblMi 
Iwautifalt'' inquùrâd the eouit, shiuggiiig his eiioaldan. 

Nay, if yonr EzmUencj ia aattufied, «U li m I ooàld 
wÎBh it Whither àom Monaidur tbo Count devra to ba 
driral" 

To the fendoDoe of M. le Buon BaQglan^ Bue de la 
CbeoMée d'Antin." 

Tbis oonvenation had paawd as they stood upon the 
tenaoe^ ficom which a ffight of etoe etope kd to the oer- 
xiage-dtiTe^ Ae Bettacdo wae moving awaj, the oounfe 
ealled him back. ** I have another eoDunÎMioii fet yen, 
M. BeitoociOi** said he. " I am desirona of haring tau 
estate by the seaside ia Nonnandy, — for iostMioe» between 
Havre and Boulogne. Yon aee I give you a wide lange. 
It will be abeolutely necessary tbat the place you maj 
eelect have a amall harbor, croek, or baj, into which mj 
corvette can enter and remain at anchar. 8he draws only 
fifteen feet of water. She must be kept in constant readi- 
ness to sail immediately at whateyer hour of day or night 
I give tho signal. ^Î:<1<»^ tho rcqnisile inquiries for a place 
of thi'' (îfserijition ; and when you liave mot with an eligi- 
ble spot, visit it, and if it posséda tlie ailvantagos desired, 
purchase it at once in your own mni^. Th^ r^rcfite moet 
sow, I tbink, be on ber waj to i^écain^ id abe notl" 
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^Coteinly, jour SzeéUmicy ; I iair ber put to na tih» 
aime civanitig we qnitted HaneUlfla.** 

" Wits onkred to wmim ai MaxtigafiB." 

"Tis wall I I wiah yoa to writa ftom tîme to tima to 
the eaptaioa îa ehaige of tho two TOBab ao aa to kaep 
tham on tha alart" 

« And tho afcaamboatt Baa yom EmUanay any ovdeia 
to ghre laapaetîiig herl *' 

'<Sha ia ai Cbâloiia, ia aha aott" 

"The aame ordeia aa for tbo two aailing'TaeaalB.'* 
I underatand.** 

" Wben yoa hare purcbased the estate I désire, I mean 
to establish relays at intervals of ten 1( a^tics on the load 
to the north and on the road to the south." 

" Your Excellency may fiilly dépend upon me." 

The connt gavo an approviiig smile, dnscondod the ter- 
race steps, iind sprang into his carriaiîo, whieb, drawn by 
the beautiful aniroals so expensivoly purcluu^ed, was whirled 
along with incrediblo swiftness, and stoppod only before 
tbo hMf'l of tliQ bankor. Danglars was engnged at tbat 
moment, presiding over a railroad committoe, Bnt the 
meetinj^ was nearly concluded wlicn the name of his visi- 
ter was anuuuucfHl. As tbo ('onnt's titîe soundcd on his 
ear, he roso, and addrossing his colleagues, many of wliom 
"were members of ono Chamber or the other, be said, 
" Gentlemen, I nnist bog you to excuse niy quitting you 
thns ; but, if you will imagine it, the house of Thomson 
and French, at Rome, havo sent to me a certain Count of 
Monte Cristo, and bave opened for him with me au un- 
limited crédit. It is the droUeat thing I bave ever met 
wHIi in tbe course of m y extauaÎTa Ibieîgn ttamactions ; 
aad you may readily suppose it bas xonaad my cmiofiity. 
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I took ihe tiouUB tiik momîng io c«U on the pntondad 
oonni. If he weie * tnie oount he wwM n*t 1m xioli. 
Mcmneor wu not to be aeen I How doet that flilk« joni 
bn't tbai the style of royalty, or of â pietty woman giv- 
ing henelf ont m Mattre Monte Crbto 1 Ai Ibf tlM nsti 
the bonee, eituated in the Champs Éljaée^ and which, 1 
am infomed, belongs to him, eppeated to me qnite se- 
apeetabiew Bat an nnliaitad eEedit^** oontinaed Dan^^ate, 
with bis TÎHanona amOe^ "makea the banker with whom 
it îa opened Teij exacting. I haaten, tben» to aoe oui 
man. I fhink it is a hoax. Bat they don't know down 
there with whom thejhave to deaL He beatwbo 
laughs laat" 

Ilaving delivered himself of this pompons address, 
uttored with a degroe of energy that left him alnïost ont 
of breath, the baion lefit his gtiests and withdzew to a 
aalon finished in white and gold, which was much ad- 
mîred in the Chaussée d'Antin. He had ordered the 
viaitor to be ushered into that room, expecting him to be 
overwhelmed by it« daxzling splondor. Ho foiind tho 
c'oiint standing hcfoR' sonie copies of Mbano and FattoTB 
that lind Léon pa«s('(l ofT on the banker as originals, and 
which, thoujjli but copies, were entirely out of harmony 
with the jjaullv -jiMing thatcovere<l the ceiling. Tho connt 
turned as he heard the entrance of Danglars intu tiie room, 
With n slight inclination of the head, Danglars signed to 
the couut tu be s«ated iii au arinchair covored witli white 
satin embroidered with gold. The count obeycd. 

"I luue the honor, X présume, of addressing M. de 
Monte Cristo." 

The count buwed. And I ara speaking to Baron 
Danglars, Chevalier of the Légion of Honor, and Member 
of the Charaber of Deputies," — rcpeating ail the titles he 
had found on the baron's oardL 
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Danglars felt ail tlip irony contaînofî m the addrcss of 
his visitor. For a imnuto or two he comprf^^'spd hia lips 
aa though seekiiig to couquer his rago erc iio trust^d 
liimseîf to speak. Then, tuniing to lus visitor, bu said, 
" You will, I trust, excuse niy not having called yoa hy 
your title when I first addiesscd you, but you are aware 
wo are living under a popular lorm of goveminent, and 
ihcit I am myself a lepreseutative uf tbe liberiies of the 
people." 

" So nmcli so," replied Monte Cristo, " tliat wliile pre- 
serving the habit of styling yourself baron, you haTB 
deemed it adrÎMble to lay aaida that cf calling otheis hj 

«tXpon mj Word,'' aaid DangUas, with aifeeled eKolliBBÊ^ 
iMii^ I atteob »> sort of to lodi empty (Osli^^ 
tmt the HmI ûv I mado banm, and alao Ghavaliar of 
tho Légion of Honor, in oonaequonoe of aoma aBrvkea I 
liadniidflsed €to?wfiiiBetily but^-** 

** Ton hten lelinqnialied jour titiaa afltt tho ezam- 
pU aei yoa hj ILIL de Hontmoranej and Lafiijeltet 
WeU, joa eannot pcasiU j ohoofld more noble modela fat 
jour oondoot" 

''Whj," tepliod Banglat^ embaiBMMd, do noi 
mean to mj I have altogethei laid aside my titles ; 
with tbe ■emnts, for instance, — there I think tt ligfat 
to préserve mj lank with ail ite outward forme." 

** YBtf to jour eenrants you are * Moaaeigneai ; * to jour- 
naliste you ara ' Monaieiir and to jonr oonatîfeiMDtB ' citi- 
zen.' Theee are distinctions very proper nnder a eonati- 
tntional govemment. I understand perfcctly." 

Danglars bit his lips ; he saw that be was no match 
for Monte Cristo in an argument of this sort, and ho bae- 
tened to tnrn tu subjocts more familiiir to hira. 

"Moosieui tbe Coim^** wîd he^ bowing^ have tpr 
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eeifBd a letter of advice froizi Thornson and Fiend^ ùt 
Borna" 

**I an to hiit H, ICoMietir the Baron, — f» Ifliufc 
daim tlia priTÎlega of aâdnesing you as jour aemnfa do; 
it ta a liad habit, acqoiiad in oonntriaa irbava baiona atiU 
aia found, simply becanae thflj am no longor onaftad. 
Bot aa s^gatda tiio lotter of advîea, I am ohaimed to 

yoa ; it nliaviM ma of tha n^ 
oasnfj d mtvodadng mjttàt, whifih ia alwaya €nibai>> 
nning. Toa hm, than, joa aaj, leoaiTad a lottor of 
advioat" 

"Yaa," aaid Danc^; **hist I oonftaathaft I do no% 
qmte undentand it*' 

•*Indeedr' 

" And for tbat reason I did mjKlf tlio honor of ealliag 
upon you, in ordar to b«g yon woold KKjgikiMk aoma paît 
of it to ma.** 

" Do it now, Monaiaar j I an hen, and am pnpaïad to 

tinderstand you.** 

"Why," said Danglare, "in the letter — I believe I 
have it about me " — here he felt in bis brea-st-pocket — 
" yes, here it ! Well, this letter gives M. le C!omte de 
Monte Cristo unlimited crodit ou our house." 

" And what is thero that n^qiiires cîxplaining in that 
•impie fact, may I ask, Monsieur tlio Bnroîiî** 

"iîothiiig, Monsieur, but the word * uniinuted.'" 

"Wc'll, is n't that a French word 1 You laiow they 
are Anglo-Cîermans who wrote tho letter." 

"Oh, as for tho romposition of tlio letter tbere is 
notbiug to say ; but as regardâ rciubility it is somewbat 
differï'nt." 

* la it possible," asked tho count, assuming au :ur and 
tone of the utniost simplieity, — *' is it possible that Thom- 
tiuLL and F reucli aie uot looked upou as safe and solveul 
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bankAnt The devil ! that îs annoyiog, for I haTd oon- 
aideniUa pioperty in their hands." 

** Thomson and Franch aie banken of tbe bighest re- 
pute,** replied Danglars, with an almost mocking smile ; 
"and it was not of their solvency or capability I spoke, 
but of the word ' unUmited,* whioh in fin^i^Aml afiaizs ia 
00 vague — " 

"That it is ^iTiiimifc«Mi, do you meanl'' ciied Monte 
Chsto. 

"Precisely what I was about to say," said Danglars. 
" New, what is vague is doubtful ; and says the wise man, 
* where there is doubt there is danger ! ' 

"Meaning to say," rejoined Monte Cristo, " that though 
Thomaon and French may be inclined to commit acts of 
fblly, M. le Baron Danglara is not disposed to foilow their 
example.** 

" How so, ^ronsieur the Count î " 

"Simply thus : the baiiking-houso of Thornson and Co. 
sets no bounds to its engagements, while that of M. Dan- 
glazs has its limita ; truly, he îa as wlsa as the sage he 
jnat Bow qiioteâ." 

«•Mbnsieiir !** lepUed the banker, diawing himaalf np 
wilk a haughty air, " the amoimt of my capital or the ex- 
tant and aolvenoy of mj engagementa bas never yet been 
qnestioiied.*' 

'*It seenu^ fhen, nsarved for me," sud Monte Gnsto^ 
eoldly, ««to be «be fint to do 80." 
««Bywhatiight!** 

*'By light d tiie ezplanatîons yoa bave demanded, 
wbieh appear to betxay beailation.'' 

Danglaxs bîl bis lips. It ivas the second time be bad 
been defeated by tbis nan, and ibis time on bis own 
ground. EQs mocking poh'tenesa was an affectetlon, and 
tonohed npon the boider whioh is sonsai to impettinenoe. 
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Monte Crisby on the ofeher hsaà, nmled làÛk fh» tal 
gnoe in fbe world, and «yhihitod, whon ho wished, • 
certun appetnnce of nniplimty, which gm bim uanj 

advantages. 

''WoU, Monsieur," mamed Du^^in» aftor ft biief 
•Ooncob I wiU ond^ovor to xnake myself uidMitood bf 
leqne&ting you to infeim mo tas wlut tnm yoa propots t» 

draw iipon mel" 

** Why, truly,** nplied Monte Cristo, detennitMd Mi to 
loee an incli of the ground he bad gainod, " mf waaon font 
desiring an * unlimited ' crédit was precisely booauaa I did 

not know wîiat aoinnnt of raonnj- I might wish to have.** 

The bankcr now tlioiight tho tiiiic îiad arrived for hiru 
to tako tho upper haïul. Flingiug liimsolf back in hia 
armchair, he said with an arrogant and purse-proud air, 
"Lot me beg of you not to besitate in nanniig yoar 
wishes. You wîîl tht n ho conviTicwl that tlie rvsources 
of the liouse ui DanglaTi», liowcvor limited, aro still eqnal 
to mot ting the krgest demanda; and were you erm to 
require a million — '* 

" I beg yoiir p;inlon,** interposed Monte Cristo. 
T sai<l a niillion/' r(?i)eated Danglais, with a patro- 
nizing uud pumpouB air. 

*' And what should 1 do with a milliou 1 " said tha 
couiit. " Good hoavens ! Monsieur, if I wanted only a 
milliou I ahoold n*t need to open a crédit for sucb a trifle. 
A million I I always cany a tninion in my pocket>book 
or in my diessing case.*' And with th^aa woida Honte 
Cristo took ficom hia pocket a amall oaae oontaining bis 
vîaiting-caidfly and diew forth two oïdam on the heaaniy 
for fiYo hnndiad thonaand liviea «aeh, payable to tbe 
baarer* 

It ipia neoeaaaiy to oniah, and not manly to aUng a 
man fike Danghta. The itroka of the chib bad ita eflMt; 
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the banker shnddered and liad an attack of vertigo. He 
starcd at Monte Cristu wifek stupeiied eyea whoto popils 
were frightfully dilated. 

"Como," siiid Monte Cristo, " confess lionestly that you 
hâve not p«rfect confidence iu tlie reaponsibiiity of the 
house of Thomson and i'reuch. It is a simple matter. 
I foresaw that poaaibility; and although not a business 
man, I took certain précautions. Hero are two otlier 
letters like the one addrensetî to you, — the one from tlie 
house of Arstein and Eskelcs, of Vienna, to Baron de 
liotiischild ; the other drawn by Baring, of Loudon, on M. 
Laffitte. Now, Monsieur, you have but to say the word, 
and 1 will sj>:iro yuu ail uncasiness on Lhu subjoct by pro» 
senting niy letUir of crédit at one of thoso two houses." 

It was ail over ; Danglars was conquered. He opened, 
trembling visiblj, the letter from Germany and that from 
liondon, which the count cftrolessly handed to hioi and 
veiifted the «nthentid^ of the aignatnras with a leratinj 
wMeh mnùà bm been latoltîng to Monte Cristo bad ît 
not pKOoeeded imm the hankei's conf wioïk. 

**0h, Ifomiearl heie aie thiee sigiiatiiies whioh «ce 
woiCh vmoj mlTIiom^" eeid Danglan, rising to aalute the 
]K>wer of gold peDonified in the maa hefoie him. **Thiee 
nnlimited oiedite on thiee honees i Ptodon me^ MonBLenr 
the Coont» hnt thoogh no longer distraetial, I oannot hdp 



'*0h, a home like jonxa is not eo eanlj aetoniihed," 
eald IConte Giiito^ Sn his poilitest manner. " So yon wQl 
tie aUe to eend me eome money, will yon notf 

" Speak, Monsieur the Coant ; I am at yonr Œdsn." 

" Why/' replied Monte Cristo, " sinoe we mutnally un- 
derstand each other, — for such, I premme^ ia the case ? " 
Danglars bowed aesentingly. "Yon are qnite sure that 
aot a lorking doabt w aas|HiGion Ungen in yonr mind I " 

TOI» u. — » 
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«"Oh, Monsiear the Coant!" exdaimed Danglam^ **l 
neyer had anj*** 

" No, xko ! you menfy wiehed to be oonvinced yoa ita 
no riak, — notliiug more ; but now tbat we bave come to 
80 clear an understanding, and tbat ail distrust and suspi* 
cîo!i aie laid at rest, we may as well fîx upon a zound Sam 
Ibr the first year, — say, six uiillioiis." 

" tSix millions I " gasped out DangUia. " CSeitftinlj, 
whaleyer you pleaae." 

"Tben, if I shonld reqiiire moro," continued Monte 
Cristo, iu a carelesd, indillVrent luauner, " wliy, of course, 
I sbould draw upuo you ; but my présent intention is 
net to remain in France more tban a year, -àmi during 
tbat period I scarceîy think I sball exceed the suni 1 nien- 
tioned. Ilowever, wo shall see. To make a bej^'inïiing, 
pleaso senJ me to-morrow live lunulred thousand livres. 
I sball be at homo until noon, aud should I not bo tbeie, 
I wiU leave a receipt vritb my steward." 

"The money you désire sbaU be at your home by ten 
o'clook toomoiroir Bunning, Monnenr the Connt^'* replied 
Danglara. ** How wonld you like to liave it^ — » in gold, 
mLrvt or notes t** 

« Half in gold, aod the other bilf in hank-notec^ if 7011 
pleeae^" eaid the oonnl^ asing fW>m hii seel 

mut oonibn to yoo, Monnenc the Connt^" Mid 
Danglaii^ «*that I hm hithefto imigined myedf ao- 
qmânted vith aU the gieat lijrtiinee of Eaiope^ and yet 
jonz^ which aeetna to be eonaidenbk^ it whoUy anknown 
to me. li it leoentl" 

«No^ Moniieiir,*' lepHed Monte Giirto; <'it ia <m the 
ooutiary of very ancient date. It ia a sort of treasovs 
forbidden to be toodied for a certain p^od of years, 
during -which the aœomulated interest bas ttebled the 
oapitaL The pedod appointed by the testator ùa thia 
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disposai of thèse riches occnrred only a short time ago ; 
an'î fhoy have only been employed by me within the last 
few years. Your ignorance on tho subject, tb^rofore, is 
very naturai. Howover, you wiil be better infurmed as 
to me and niy possessions ère loni^." And the count, 
%vhi]o proûounciug thèse latter words, accompanied them 
witb one of those ghastlj smiles that seemed so tembie to 
Fzanz d'Épinay. 

" With your tastos anti means of gratifying them," con- 
tinuel Danglars, "you will exliibit a spl< ndor that must 
eflfectually put us poor littlo million n iiii s quite in the 
background. If I mistake uot, you arc an admirer of 
paintîngs ; at l^t I jQ(^ed so from the attention you. 
appeared to be bettowing on mine when I entered the 
iMOL If you will permit me, I ebeU be happy to ehow 
you my piuture gallerj, compoeed «ntiiély of wù&b by 
the anoient mAeteEBy—weimnted se eDoli. I eeimol eih 
dnie tbe moten sobool oif paintîng;** 

''Ton aie qnite rigbt in objeetiag to tbem, fer tbej 
hirTe g^nerally one gnet fitnlt^^tbal they bave not 
yet bad time to beoome dd." 

"Or will yott allow me to ahov you aeveial ûxnè etatoea 
by Thoiwaldeen, Boitoloni, and Canora, — ail feieign 
aitiatot As yoa may peroeiTe^ I tbink bnt "veiy indif* 
ftienUy of onr VtenuAk seulpton." 

"Ton bave a ngbt to be uqiiflt to tbemi Monaieinv 
tbey aie yonr eountrymen." 

''Bat ail that may be postponed nntil we shall be 
better acquainted. for the présent^ I will confine my- 
eeU^ if agreeable to you, to intiodiietn|p yoa to Madame la 
Baronne DapglazB* £xcnae my impatience, M^aotàm the 
Gouut ; bat a peaon of your wealth and inflaenœ oannol 
leoeiye too mndi attention.** 

Honte Qzisto bowed in aign that he aooepted the jftaS' 
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féred honor, and thc financier imiDediately rang a smtûl 
heilf which wag answered hy a servant in a showy livery. 

"la Madame the l'iamness at home?" inquired BaoglwL 

"Yes, Monsieur 

" And alone î " 

"No, Monsieur tîio l'aron, Maflnne bas TÎsitors.** 
"Have you aay obji i tion to raeet any personn wlio may 

1)6 with Madame, or do you désire to préserve a ^xid 

incognito î " 

"No, indoed," ropliod Mont« Cristo, with a emile ; "I 
do iiot Lirrogate to mysclf the right of ao doine:." 

"Aiid who la with Madame, — M. Debray ] " inquired 
Danglars, with au au- uf good-nature that made Monte 
Cristo smile, acquainted as he was with Uie secrets of 
«he iMokm*! domoitio 

**Yw, Mondraz tiia Buod^** xtfi&d tb» nmiil^ 
<*]£ Delmy » wiUi MBduEM." 

Dangh» nodded }âê Jmâ^ thcn toniqg to Hooto 
Criito^ wùâf ''IL Luden V^iuÊj ia «a old ftiand ci 
cnUf aad priwko meankÊXj to th« Ifinirier of ili» Int^ 
lior. As fta .my irîft^ I mtui tell 70a ihe lowvnd has 
•df bj muiyisg hm^ for il» balimga to one of th» most 
andeni fiuoaUiet in Fianoa. Hér maid«& name vas D# 
SerîÀiM^ and bar iint Iraibaiid waa M. k Cobnil M»» 
quia de Kaigoima.'' 

*<I hâTs iM)l tfae honor of knowing Madame Banj^ia ; 
but I bave already met M. Lucien Debray." 

Ah, indeedfsaid Danglars; "and wteawat «hait 

" At the bonM of K. de Morcerf." 

'*0h 1 70a «a aoqwaintwd «ith tba yooag TÎtooiuii» m 
youî" 

" Wo WMO tQg^thfix a good daal during the Carnival at 

Rome." 

" Tiua^ trae 1 " cned Daitglais. "Let me see; have I 
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Bot heaid talk of some strange adventoie with bandits or 

thieves hid in ruîns, and of his having had a miraculou.s 
escape î I forget how ; but I know ho used to amuse iny 
wifo and daugiiter hj teUing tbem about ifc aftor hk letum 
ùom italy." 

" ^fadame tbe Baroness is waiting to receire yo«, ^on- 
tlemen," said the servant^ who had goue to inquire llio 
pl^suro of his mistresâ. " With jour poriuis>iàion," said 
Daogla», bowmgy X wiii précède jou, to show jou the 
way." 

« By aii moam," leplied Monte Cmto ; " I foUow you." 
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OHAPTER XVn. 

XHE DAFFIiSD OJEUTB. 

Thb baron, followed by the count, travezsed a long suite 
of apartmenta, in which the pieTaUiug chanusItriatieB wm 
hMYj magmfiœnM «nd the giodineas of ottentttiotiB 
weeltl^ nntil he leaohed the boudoir of Mitdanie Danglars, 
—a iÔmII octagonal-ehaped loom, hxmg with p2ik ntin 
oorend with white Indian miuUii. The ohaîn were of 
aDdent woïkmaiiBbip tnd mateiiak ; over the doon vora 
painted aketohes of ahepherde and aliepheidemi^ efter tha 
sljle and manner of Boooher, and at eaeh aide pietfy ma- 
dalliona in enjona, hannoniâng iraU with the appoint- 
monta of thie ehaiming apaitanenl^ — the onlj one in ths 
Tset hôtel in which maj diatînctiTe taate pimllad. bt 
fiust, it had been entiiely oyerlooked in the plan amoged 
and followed out by M. Danglars and hia arohitect» one of 
the most celobratcd mm of the day. The ornamental paii 
of the finiâhing of Madame Danglars's boudoir had been 
kft «tttirely to beraeif and Lncien Debray. M. Danglan^ 
however, while poesessing a great admiration for the an* 
tique as it waa nnderstood during the time of tbe Direc- 
tory, entertained the most sovoreign contempt for the sim- 
ple clogance of his wife's favorite sittiug-rooni, whero, by 
the way, ho was iiever jjermittud to iiitrudo, uiiloss iiideed 
be excused his own ajipearmce by ush«>riiig in some more 
agreeable visitor than hiiuself. It was not tlien forc in real- 
îty Danglars who jiresented Uu) visitor ; on the coutrary it 
was he who was preaeuted. And his réception was ooidial 
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ot tàfpàp in pvoportioii as ihe individual wlio aoeompiiriad 

him chanoed ta pkaw or displease the baroiiese. 

As Danglars now entered, he found Madame tbe Bkrh 
ness (wbo, although past the first bloom of yontb, was stiU 
strikingly bandsome) seated at the pianos — a most elabo- 
nte pièce of cabinet and inlaid work, — whila Laciem De- 
boeay, skandÎDg l>eforo a small work-table^ was taming oTer 
tbe pages of an album. Lucien had found time, preparatoiy 
to the count'a arrivai, to relate many particulars respecting 
him to Madame Danglars. It will be romembered tbat 
Monte Cristo haJ mado a lively impression on the minds 
of ail the party assombled at the breakfîist given by Albert 
de Aînrocrf. That impression had nnf yet becn elTaced 
l'ruiii Drbmy's mind, unsusceptible tiioiiL'li ho was; and 
the iiifuiuiation which he had given the baroneas ahoiit 
the count was modilied by it. The curiosity of Madame 
Danglars, excited by the détails fornierly given by Morcerf, 
and by the new incidents related by Lucien, had therefore 
risen to a great lioight. That arrangement of piano and 
album Wiu only ono of those social déceptions by which 
the most serions précautions are concealed. A most gra- 
cions welcome and unusual smile were bestowed on M. 
Danglars ; the count, in retum for his gentlemanly bow, 
leoeÎTed a fonnal tbough giaœM oonitesy, while Lucien 
ezohanged with Ihe ooont a eort of distant leoognition, and 
with Dan^^an a ftee and eaay nod. 

<* Baioneaa»*' satd Danglars, " give me leaTo to présent to 
joa the Connt of Monte Cristo^ who haa been most wannlj 
xeoommended to me by mj eonespondents at Rome. I 
need but mention one he/k to make aU the ladiea in Fezis 
court his notioe»-"he oomes to Paiis with the intention of 
lemaîning a year and spending six miUîons in that timel 
B somkâs Ysiy mneb like an annoonoement of baDs^ fttea^ 
dianoca^ and pîonio^iaitifli^ in aU of wbioh I trust Mon* 
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fiieoi ihe Count will rcmembcr us, as he may dépend upon 
it we thall xemember him in ail the entertaimnento we 
msLj girc^ hà tiioj giMt or amalL" 

Spito of the groaiflatteiy aad ùommm of thlt addfeii^ 
Miid>iiM» Danglai» eonld not forbear gutng trith eoiwîd«K»- 
bU intmesl on a man capable of espeading aix mfllione in 
twelTemonili% and wbo had aaleoted Buna for tha leeneof 
liîi priooelj extmyagaaoa. ''And whea did yon acDTa 
hevat" inquiied sha. 

Yerteiday moming^ Madame»** 

'* Corning^ ae mua], I piaaomei from the ezlmae end of 
the globet Paidon mej et leeit^ anoh I hava liaaid k 
yonr ooston." 

" Kay, Madame ! tbit time I hava oome only hom Cadix." 

*' Tou hara aeleoted a most imfavorable moment fox jom 
first viait to oor city. Buû ie a horrible place in aommer t 
BalU, parties, and fêtes aie orer ; the Italien opéra is in 
LondoQ ; the Frcnch opéra aveiTwhere eioept in Paria. 
A« for the Théâtre Fiançai^ you know, of course, t}mt it 
ie nowhere. The only amusements left us arc the indiffiar- 
ent races hcld in the Champ de Mais and Satory. Do yoa 
propose enteriiis^ any hoieee at dther of theae iaoe% Mon- 
aieur tho Coimtî" 

"T, Madame, propose to do wliatever pcopîe do in Paria^ 
if I have the <;ood fortune to fiod some one who wiU in- 
foriu rae a.s to Frcncli cu.stoins.** 

" Are y ou fond of horsos, Monsieur the Coiint î '* 

**I have spenta portion of my life in tlie ?last, Madarae, 
and you are doubtless aware that the inhabîtants of those 
climes vahio only two things, — the excellence of their 
horse.s and the bcanty of their womon.** 

** Ail, Mouaieur tho (Jount," said tho baroness, " it 
woold have been somewhat muru galiuut to iiave placed 
the w(Hnen fiist.'* 
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" Yon aea^ Kadame, haw righUj I spoke when I said I 

lequired a preceptor to guide me into French customs." 

At thi.s instant the favorite attendant of Madame 
Danglars cntcrcil tho bondoir ; approaching her mistress, 
she s|in]co s- nmt^ wonls in an undertone. Madame Dan- 
glars turned vcry pain, tlien exiclaimed, " I oaimot beliovo 
it; the thing is impossible." 

''I assure you^ Madame," replied the wornao, '^ii is 
even as I have said.*' 

Turning inipatieutly towards her huâband, Madame 
Danglara deraanded, " Is this truet** 

*' Is what true. Madame ) " inquired Danglars, visibly 

*' WliaL iny maid tells me.** 

*' But what does she tcU you î " 

"That when my coachman waa àboufc to prépare my 
carnage he diaooyered thafe ih» honm "bêâ beau fMiioY«d 
ftom tha italikt withoot lus kaowlsdgsi I daofe to know 
what is iKe meaning of this!** 

"Be kind «oongh, Madame^ to listen to me." 

<* Oh ! I wiU listen to you, Mondour, for I am earioiis 
to know what joa aie about to toll me. Tbese two 
gsotlemeii shaU dedde between us ; bat fiist I will state 
tbe oase to them. Qe&tleBwii,'' eontiinied the baionea^ 
««among the ton horaes in the staUea of M. le Baion Dan- 
gts» aie two that behmg eidnslTelj to me^ — a pair of 
the handsomest and most spinted ereatatss to be fonnd in 
Paris. Bat to yoo, at least^ M. Debtay, I need not give a 
further deseriptaon, becanse to jou my beautiful pair of 
dappîed grays were well kno'WTî. Well ! jast when I bave 
ptomi.sed Madame de Villcfurt the loan of my carnage to 
drive to-morrow to the Bois do Boulogne, behold, the two 
hoises havG disappeared. No doubt M. Danglars hat 
Siflrifioed them to tha seifishoomndsfBtiraiof gainingaonw 
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tboosands of paltry Uym. Oh^ whêX a Tilkamis on>wd 

thèse specalators are ! " 

"Madame," replicd Danglars, " tho hurses v^cru imt 
sufficieiitly quiet for you ; they were scarcely four years 
old, and they made me extreiuel j uncasy on your acconnt/* 

** Nonsense ! " retorted the Lan)i»ess ; " you are well 
aware tliat I liave had ia my service for tlio past moiith 
the bej»t coachmau in PaDâ^ — unless you liave âold ïùm 
with the horsest** 

" My dear, I promise you another pair liko thcm, — 
handsomcr, if ]H)s.sible, — but more quiei and steady." 

The baroiiess ùhnigged lier sliouldcra with au air of 
ineffable contcmjd, whilo lier liu.sl)and, affecting not to 
observe it, turnud towards Monte Cristo and Siiid, ** Upon 
my Word, Monsieur the Count, I am quite sorry I was not 
80oner aware of your estaUiahing yourself in Paris." 

*' And wheioforaf ** âaked the oonai. 

" BeoMiM I ahould hm liked io mak» you the ofbr of 
thèse honeSi I heye tlmoet given them away es it ie ; 
hat, es I aeid, I wae emdoQS to gel xid of theaL Tfa«qr 
were fit onlj for a young nieii.** 

"Monsieur,** aetd the oount» ''I tbenk joa; bot this 
monung I pmchesed a rwy exoellent pair of eeniege- 
ho r u ec» siifficîentlf good, and not too deer. There they 
aie^ Oomob IL Dehiaj» jon ave a eonsoisBeor, I belie^e^ 
let me hâve your opinion npon theoL* 

As Debiay iralked towaids the window Danfi^ tp* 
pioached his wife. oonld not tell 70a Mon othen^" 
said hfl^ in a low tooe^ " the leeson of my peiting with 
the hones ; but an enmmoQB priée was ofitod me thia 
moming for them. Some msdmau or fool, bent upon ruin- 
ing himaeU as fiut as lie oen, eetoally sent his steward to 
me to purchase tbem at any cost ; and the fact ig, 1 haTO 
gsinedsixteen thoQsand livres by the sale ol them* CSoms^ 
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don% look BO angiy, and yoa shaU hm frai flioittaaid 
Imw of thé monej to do what you like witfa, and Engtoie 
■hall hvn two thonaand." Madaine Paogian «iir?eyad 
har liiialMuid with a look of "withering oontempt 

" Wbat do t aee 1 aaddenly axdaimed Debmj. 

*' Wharol** aaked ibe iMUonesa. 

^ I oaimot be mîataken ; theze ara youi bozaea t The 
ymy aaiinak wa waxe apeakiiig o^hamaaaad to the eoontfa 
oairiage ! " 

** My dapple J grays 1 " cried the baronees, springing to 
thawindow. **'ïia indeed theyl" aaid ahe. Dang^ais 
was atnpefied. 

Is it possible t " Giiad Monte Cnsto^ with wàUrfeigndd 
aatonishment 

Madame Danglars whispered a few -words in the ear of 
Debray, "who approached Monte Cristo, saying, " The bar- 
oness vishea to koow wbat you paid ber buaband for tbe 

borscs." 

" I scarcoly know," ropliod tho coiint ; " it was a little 
surpriso prepared for rae by my steward. Tbey COSt, I 
think, about thirty thousand livr^," 

Debray conveyod tlic oount's reply to the baroness. 
Danj^'lars lookcd so cretittallcii a ml diàcomhted that Monte 
Cristo assiuiied a pityiiig air towaMs him. " See," said 
he, " how very iingratefnl women arc ! Your kînd atten- 
tion in providiug for tho safcty of tho barouess by dispos- 
ing of the horsen doos not seeni to bave raade the lojist 
impression on her. But so it is; a womau will oftcn from 
liiLio wilfulness prefer that which is daiigerous to that 
which is safe. Tbeiefore in my opinion, my dear baron, 
the best and easiest way is to leave tbem to fcheir fancies, 
and allow tbem to aefe aa tbey please ; and tbao if any 
miaebiaf foUowv» why, ai leaet, thcy hare no one to blame 
bat themaalTea." 
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Danglars în;nle no reply ; ho was occiipied in anticipa 
tions of tlio eoniiiig scène between bimself and the baron- 
ess, wliose threaU ning looks and fro^vning brow, liko that 
of Olympic Jove, predicted n storm. Dcbray, ^v])o |ier- 
ceived the gathering clowds and felt no désire to witaesa 
tho explosion of Madame Danglars's rage, siiddenly recol- 
lected an appuintment mIucIi compelled him to take liis 
leave ; while Monte Cnsto, unwillmg by proîonging his 
stay to destroy the ad vantées he hoped to obtain, m;i<li' a 
farewell bow and departed, leavmg Danglars to endure the 
angiy reproacbes çd bis wifé. 

*'EK06lleDt I " monraied Monte Oriafeo to himaal^ m 
ha letiaced iha ivmy lo lut eniagi. * AS bii gOM ao- 
ooiding io mj wiahes. Tho doaertio petoe tfak fraOy 
û iMDflefbrth in wj haiidi. NoW| tbeii, to play aaoèher 
iDa«fcer€knk% by wbiob I iImII gun tli» hent «f Mb hm» 
Und «nd inliB^->deUghtftill 8101,* tddad 1m, «««aid 
iU tlûa^ I liave not yal been prosonted to IfademoMk 
Euginîo Dan^an, whoaa aoquaiiilaiioa I afaoald haie beaa 
glad to makeb Bat miiid»* piinnad hè^ wHik bii 
pecnliar amîk; '^tliat wOl ooBM kfear. I ani on tlia ifiot 
tod bave planty of tima balbte me^** 

With that reiiection the count entered his carnage aad 
laturned home. Two hours aftenraida Madame Dai^^aia 
nceived a charming letter Irom the count, in whklk ha ift- 
treated her to reçoive back her favorite dappled grays, pro- 
testing that he coold not endure the idea of -*fVf'*g hla 
début in the Farisian world by diaappointing a lordy wo> 
nian. Tho horses were sent back, wearing the same bar- 
ncss tlicy had worn in the moming ; but in the centre 
of each of the rosettes worn on the hearîp of thr nnimala 
a diaraond had bocn placed by order of tlm cmint. 

To Danglars Monte Cristo also \rrote, requf stini; him to 
exouse the whimsical giit a capiicioua nuUionnaiM^ and 
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li> htg ai Mlw^ft**1^ thé Tfaronnon to pwdoii tbe Kartnm 
fMhion adopted in the nlmii af the honM. 

Dozûig iiitt evmiDg, Honte CMo qoitted Fteîs fou 
Avtenî], aeoompanied hj AU. The IbUowing day^ abont 
tlme o'clocky a siiigle bïow rtnittk on ibe gong nimmoned 
AU io tho proBonco of the eooni 

AU," oljeerred his maator, as the Nnbîan entend the 
èhamber, ** joa hâve ftequently told me how aldlM you 
an in throwîng tbc Iêêêo," 

Ali drew bimaelf ap pmdly, md letnmed a aign in tbe 
affirmative. 

*' Teiy weU. With yoar lasso you eonld atop an oxt " 
AH rcpcatcd his afflnnaliye gastann 

« Or a tiger 1 " 

Ali bowed h» head in token of anent 

*' A lionr 

Ali mado tho niovcincnt of one throwîng alaaBO^ and 
ihen imitated the sound of strangling. 

'* I undcrstand," said Monte Ciistoj "yott wish to tell 
me you Lave huiitcd the lion î" 

Ali smiled with a triumphant air. 

"But do you lu'lieve you couid aixeet the piogreas ol 
two liorses runninj; awayî" 

The Nnbiaii smiled, 

*' It is well," said Monte Cristo. ** Ere long a carriage will 
dash past herc, drawn by the pair of dapplcd gray horses 
you saw me with yesterday ; now, at tho risk of your own 
life you must manage to stop thûae horses before my door.'* 

Ali deeoended to the atnet, and marked a stnJght line 
m the pafemeniîinmedîaiely at tbeentnnoe of the honae; 
tim he letomed and ahowed the Une to the ooont, wbo 
m» watohing him. The ooont patted him gently on the 
haok, faîa nsoal mode of pndaing AU, who, pleaaed and 
gntified with the eommiaôon amigned him, walked calml^ 
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Umards * piojectiDg sione iîoinning tbe angle of tbe atreet 
a&d hotue^ and seating himself theroon began to smoke 
his chibouqne, while Monte Ciûto x»«DtereJ hU dwellîiig 
without further flOBMRl. Bat M five o'clock approached 
aad the carnage was momentaacily «xpectod by the coxmi, 
the indication of more tban common impatience and un- 
easiness might be observed in bis manner. He stationcd 
himself in a room commanding a view of the street, pacing 
the oliamber with restless steps, stoppin^» from time to time 
to lifetcn for tlio sounJ of approacliing wheels, thcn to cmt 
an anxiûus glance on Ali ; but the rcgulaiity with whîch 
the Nubian pntrcd forth the buioke of bis chibouquo pr. fved 
that ho at liidàl was wholly absorbed in tbe enjt.»} ment 
of his favorite occupation. Suddculy a distant souud of 
rapidly advaocing wheels was heard, and almost immedi- 
ately a carriage appeared, drawn by a pair of wild, ungov- 
ernable horsies, who msbed forward as thotiph urged by 
tho Devil himself, wliile the teriified coachmau strove in 
vain to resliam thuir furiou.s speed. 

In the vehiclc was a young woman and a cbild of about 
seven or eight years of âge. TenoT aeemed to baye da- 
prived them even of tbe power to uttev t cty, end ISbej 
weie cksped in eaeh othei^a amu^ te thoogk detennlned 
not to be parted by deetb iteell The ouiiage cieaked 
aad vatded aa it flew oTer the rough stonea ; and bad ift 
enoovnteved the slightest impediment to ita progieai^ it 
nraat inevitably bave upeet The oanîage kept the nnd- 
dleof the atieet^ and onea of ténor wen ntteied hy tfaoae 
who aaw it ooming* 

Then Ali, kying down hia ohibonqua^ diew the laew 
from hia pooketi thiew it ao akilfti]]^ aa to eatdh the fora- 
laga of the near hone in ita trii^e fold, ani&ied himaelf to 
he dngged on for a few steps, bj which time the tighten- 
iBg of the well-caat hvao hÎMl ao eompleteiy hampaied tht 
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flmoni Bnimal as to bring it to tlio gRnmd ; ihe lume féll 
ou <he pole «nd bioke it, and pEerented the oÛm aainal 
fiom puxniiQg hîa headloQg way. Qladlj ayailing hinuelf 

of this opportunitjr, the Doacbman l^ped froni hû box ; 
bat AU had promptly seized the nostrils of the second 
horse, and held them in bis iron grasp, till the maddened 
beast» snoitiiig with pain, eank besldo bis companion. Ail 
this was achieved in mucb less time thaa îs ooeupied 
in the récital. The brief space bad, however, been suflB- 
cient for a man, followed by a number of servants, to rush 
from the housc before wliich tho accident bad occurred. 
As tbe coaclmuiti opeiiL'd the door of tho carriauf^, this 
iiian assistod to alij^ht froni it a hidy who was convulsively 
grasping tho cnshions with ono hand, while with the other 
sbe prcîiaed to her bosoiu her young companion, \?ho had 
lost ail consciousness of wliat was passing. Monte Criato 
carried them both to the salon, and deposited tliem on a 
sofa. " Compose yourself, Madame," said he ; ''ail danger 
is over." 

The woman looked np at thèse wordc, and witli a glance 
fer more expressive than any entreaties coidd bave b«en, 
pointed to her child, who i^till coutiuued insensible. 

** I uuderstand tho nature of your alarm, Madame," said 
tbe count, carefully examining the child ; " but I assure 
you thaïe îs noi tba alighteat oocasion for uneasiness. 
Tour little ebarga bas not leoeiTed the least injury ; his 
inseoaiUlity îs meiely the eflfeet of ténor, and wiH sooa 
eease»'' 

** Aie yoa qnite sue yoa do not aay so to tianqailfiae 
my feaiat See bow pale he is I M7 dhild I mj Édouaid I 
speak to yonr motber ! Ab, Monsienr, send fbradootorl 
1^ fortune to bûn who restons to me mj son 1 " 

Monte Gristo signed to the dîstnoted motber to laj aside 
Imt appiehensions; then opomng a ossket tbst stood nsai^ 



Digitized by Google 



320 



THE OOUNT OF MONTE CSISTO. 



1m âimr Ibilh t pliiil compo<ad ai Bohemûun g|afl% ooa- 
teiiiiiig a Uqiiîd of th* color of Uood, of whiob he lat ftU 
• mii0iê diop on tbe child'a li^ Seaneljr htd ifc imdMd 
tham an tha boy, tlioogh «titt pale as ntailïla^ opanad hi» 
aya% and aagedy gaiod xound hîm. Ai tliia dgbt» tlia 
dalight of tha moUiar waa almual a ^i^lîwmn. ** Whan 
am 1 1 alla aidaimed ; «and to whom am I indebtad 
ao happy a tenmiiation to mj lafee dreadM alann 1 ^ 

" Madame^" anawazed the oonut, you are under tha 
loof of one who eskaama bimaalf moal ibttaaata m hav- 
ing been abk to aaTO yott fiom a aontinvanaa yonr 

" My wretched cariosity bas brought ail this abont^** 
puisued the lady. " Ail Paris rang with the praiaes of 
Madame Danglars's beautiM boiae^ and I bad tba £oUy 

to wish to try them." 

" Is it possible," exclaimed the count, with well-feigned 
astonishmcnt, *' that thèse bonea beloag to Madame tba 

Baroness I " 

" Yes, Monsieur ; do yoii know her 1 " 

*' Madame Danglais ? I have tliat honor ; and my hap- 
piness at your escape from the danger that threatened you 
is redoubled by the consciouaiioss that I have been the 
unwilling aud uointentional causo of ail the péril you 
have incurred. I yo.stcrday purchased thèse horses of tlie 
baron ; but as tlie baron usa eviilently rcgretted partin^ 
with them, 1 ventured to send them back to her, wiLli a 
lequest that ahe would gratify me by accepting them £rom 
my banda." 

Wby^ tban yoa an tba Comt of Monta Criato of whom 
Hermine bas taUted to me «o maob I" 

Y9Êt Madama,'* nplied tba ooont. 
«AadlamMadamaHëlolwdayilMnli'* Tbaoonnt 
bowad vitb tba air of a pmaon wbo baan a aama for tha 
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first time. " How gratofnl wUl M. de Villefort be for all 
jour goodncs.^ ; how tli;i)ikfully will lie ackiiowledge that 
to you aluuo it ia owiiig thaï his wifc and child exist I 
Most certainly, but for the prompt assistance of your in- 
trepid servant tbis dear cbild and myself must botli bave 
penshecL" 

" Ohf I hope yott trill aUow me properly to teeompaiM 
tint muk'u dftToted ooniaga." 

''I taaeeh jon, MadanM^" lepliod Honte CSiutc^ "aol 
to apoil Ali, othor by too great praiM or nwazâs. I eau* 
not sUow Inm to aeqnire the habit of ezpeettng to be 
xeeompemed for every trifling aervîee he maj ttBoàst, .AU 
ia my daTC^aiid in aaving yotir life he waa but diaehaigîng 
hia daty to me." 

«But he liaked hia fifel" aaid Ifadame de YOMxr^ 
<m whom the eoant'a aathoritetlTe menner made a deep 
impientoD. 

^'Hi8 life, Madame^ belonga not to bîm ; it is mine, in 
xetnzn for m y having myself saved him from death." 
Madame de Villefort waa silent ; perbaps sbe was absorbed 
in tbe conteroplation of the singular individnal who from 
tbe first had m ado so powerful an impreesion on ber. 
Dnring tbat interval of silence Monte Cristo scrutinized 
the featiires and appearance of tho boy she kept folded in 
ber arms, lavishing on liim the moat tender enilearmi^nta. 
Tlie child was sraall for hid âge, and nnnatnrally paie. A 
mass of straight black hair, defying all atten^its to traiu 
or curl it, fell over his projectiug forehead, and hung »lown 
to his shouMfTs, giving increased vivacifcy to eyes fuU of 
aly raali jiivonilo wîckedness. Hi-; mouth was largo, 
and the lips, which had not yet regained thuir color, were 
particularly thin ; in fact, the deep and crafby look, fonn- 
ing the principal cbaracter of tbe cbild's iace^ belonged 

▼01* n. — & 
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ratlicr to a boy of twelvo or fourteeii years of ago tlian tu 
one so yoiiiig. His firet movement was tu freo liimself hy 
a violent push from the encircliug arms of his mother, and 
%o rush forwaid to the oasket ftom which the coimt had 
taken the phial of diadr ; tfaeo, wHbont mûàng permiMioa 
of ftny en», he piooeeded in tU the wilAdnea» of a ipoiled 
child imaccnHtotned to reftfenîn either whinui or caprioet 
to pull the corka ont of the bottieo. 

''Toneh nothÎDg, my little fiiend," oried the eonni^ 
eageily; "some of thoee liquida are dangeioiie soi mûj 
to taste^ bot even to amelL** 

Madame de ViUefort became toij pale^ and aeîiiiig her 
ion'e ami, diew bin towards ber ; bot onoe aatiafied of 
bis aMj, ehe ako eoat a brief bot exprenÎTe |^ce on 
tfae oaatcet^ which was not lost upon the couot At thit 
moment AU enteied, At sight of him Madame de Yille- 
fnrt uttcrod an expression of picasure, und holding the 
child Btill closcT t<>w:ir>1s lier, sbe said, "Édooaid, do yon 
eee that good man i He has shown Tery great courage 
and resohitioQ, for he expoeed his own Ufe to stop the 
hor^fs tbat were ninning away with us, and would oer- 
taiuly bave dasbod tbe carriap;:o to ])ieccs. Tliank bim, 
tben, my cbild, — t\ir bad be not corne to oui aid, neither 
you uor I would be alive at tbis moment.'* 

The cliild stuck ont bis lips and tumed away his bead 
in a disdainful and contemptaous mannei^ eaying^ He 'a 
too ugly I* 

Tbo count ■\vitnessed ail tliis witb internai satisfaction, 
aiul a smilo stole over his features as be tbougbt tbat snch 
a cbild ba<le fair to reaUzo one ])art of bis bopeâ ; wbilo 
Madame de Villcfort rcprimandcd lier son with a modéra- 
tion wbich cortainly would not bave siitisfied Jean Jacques 
Rousseau had tbe littlo É louard been callcd Émile. 

^This lady," said tbe uount^ speaking to Ali in the 
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Anbio language, " is desizotis tbat her son should thank 
jon for MKving boih their lires $ bat the boj nlbses, sayiug 
joo aie too iic^y 1 " 

Ali tonied his iatelligent eoantenanm toivaidi the boy, 
on wbom ho gmà withoat any uppannt émotion; bût 
the «pasmodio woddng of the noetrile showed to the pnu)- 
tieed ^e of Monte Ciialo how deeply the Axab me 
ironnded by the nnftetiiig lemark. 

^ Wm yon peimit me to inquiny" aaJd Ifadame de TUle- 
Ibft^ as she voae to take hn leaYe, '^wbethar jon mmUj 
xeâde heiel" 

«No, Medame," leiOîed Monte Crirto; '<it k a email 
plaoe I have pnidiased quito latelj. My place of abode 
is No. 30 Avenue dee Champe Mjwéea ; but I see tbat 
jou have quite rccovercd îrom jour fright, and yen aie 
nodonbt deeîrotis of ivf uroing homOi Anticipating your 
widies, I have deàied ihe aame horscs y ou came with to 
be put to one of my carriagea, and Ali — he whom you 
think 80 Tery ugly " — coutinued he, addressing the boy 
wîth a smiling air, *' will have the honor of driving you 
home, Tcliile your coachman remains hère to attend to the 
nccessary repairs of your calerhe. As soon as that impor- 
tant business is concluded, I will îiavo a couplo of my owa 
horses liarncssed to convey it direct to Madame Danglars." 

"But I dare riot return with thoae dreadfol housea^** 
said Madame Je Villi'i>>rt. 

"You will see," replied Monte Cristo, "that in the 
hands of Ali thoy will be gentlo and docile as lamba»*' 

AK had indeed given proof of this, — for approaching 
the animais, who had been raised to their feet with con- 
eiderablo diffîcultv, with a sponge soaked in ai imatic vine- 
gar he lubbed their foreheads and nostrila, covrred with 
sweat and foam ; and almost immediately they beL';ui to 
bieathe noiâily, and a shudder, laâting &evôral aecouday 
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ptHsd Ofw fhflir bodiMi Then, uncBahubod Ity tike ncisy 
erowd ooille e ted loond tlw braJun cunagey Ali quietly 
htmwnd the padfied animak to flie ooimt^s éh/aâtit, took 
th6 moê m lus haticb^ and aunuitod the bos ; irimi lo I 
to tli* afttar Mtoniihmniit af tbot» wlio liad wi tai w e d 
thiB vagoveniable ipirit and maddened Talodtj of Um 
MM hocM>^ lie was aotoall j oompellod to apply lus whip 
m no fvj gentla manmer en ho aonld lodnoe thmi to 
atart And even than ail that oould ba obiainad from tha 
oalabrated dappled gnyï» aow abanged inlo • aonpla of 
dnll, alnggish, stiqiid brutes, was a slow, potteiing paet^ 
kapl Vp witb ao muoh difficulty that Madame de Villefort 
waa mofre tbon two hotus retnming io har résidence in tha 
Faubourg St. Honoré. As soon as she arrived and had 
aatisfied (he first émotions of the family, iriia wiola tba 
foliowing letter to Madama Dan^an:— 

DiJA HtBicmB, — I bave just bad a wondflrfU «napa ftom 

the moet imminent daagar; and I owe my aafety to tha ^raij 

Count of Monte Crit^to wp vrcre taîkiiig about yesterday, but 
whom 1 little exp^ctcd to see to-day. 1 remember how un- 
inercifully I laiighed at wliat î considered your eulogistic and 
eiagg^tt^l praises of hiiu ; Imt I havre now ample cauâe to 
admit that yoor enthmdattic description of tbis wondtcftal man 
£dl fu ahfirt of bia narita. Bat I mut aodaavor to landar 
tha aoconnt of ny adTantons somewhat more intellîgibla. 
You must know, then, my dear friend, that wLen I bad pro- 
ceeded with your horsea as far as Rauflagli, tliey darted for- 
ward like mad things and gallopod oway at m fearful a rate 
that tbere eeemed no other proepect iur myaelT aud my pat>r 
Édooaid but tbat oC baing dadiad to piaoea agalart tha M 
ol^aot that impedad thcar progiasa^ wban a atmnga^looUng man, 
—anAmbo^a Nul^m^at least a blaok of eome nation or othsi^ 
— -at a eigiml from the count, whose domestic he is, suddenly 
aeized and ?t opped the infiiriatod animais, eren at the rifk of 
being trampled to death himsclf ; and n'rtaitdy he h'.al a most 
wonderful escape. The coujut then Imtened to us and c&nied 
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•1 iulo Ui booM» wlieTe bjr moi» ikflfiil application ha ipetd» 
ilj neaUid mj poor Édoôaid (who was quite insensible fran 
terror) to life. Wlkem we were safficienUy re^vered he tant 

118 home in his own carrîa<,'e Yours will bc returned to yoa 
to-morrow. I am afraiJ you will not be able to luse your hoises 
for Bouie daya ; they seem tboroughly stupefied, as if sulky and 
Texed at haviog allowed thia Uack servant to coni^uer them. 
The eoimt, lunrever, bas eommisrioned me to assoie joa that 
iwD ar Uint dayi^ nsl^ «ith plenly of bailsj tfaeir aole food 
during tbat time, wHl telng them back to a eonditioii as flourish- 
ing — that ia to «ay, as fn'L^itful — na thoy werf» in yesterday. 
Adieu! I cannot return you many thanks lor the drive to- 
day ; but after ail, I onght not to blâme you for tlie luis- 
couduct of your horaeâ, more especially as it procurud me Uie 
pleasme of an intradnedon to the Oonnt of Monte (^isto; and 
estainly that flloitrions individnaS, apait flioin the millîoDs at 
hds disposai, seemed to me a problem so corious and so intep- 
eeting tbat I intend to study it at ail bazards, — evnn at the haa- 
ard, if npce^sary, of another ride beliind your borses. Édou- 
ard bas supported tbe accident with admirable coura*^e. He 
àid uot utter a single cry, but fell lifelcss iuto my arms ; nor 
dii a tssr ihll from his «yes after it m» over. Ton will afeOi 
aaj that I am blinded by maternai aifectiim ; bot theie is « 
sonl of iion in that poor little body ao frail and delioate. 
Valentine sends many affectionate remembrances to your dear 
SngMs^ end wîih best love to her and yoiusel^ i zeôiai% 

Ever jours truly, 

HÉLOÏSK DE ViLLEFORÏ. 

P. S. — Do oontrive some way for my mei-ting the Count of 
Monte Cristo at your bouae. I must see bim again. I bave 
just made M. de Villefort promise to «dl on bim, and expect 
that be will letnm the caÎL 

Koihiiig mm talked of tbiougboat the efvening bot tbe 
adventoie at Antenil. Albert idated it to bis mofher; 
Châteaii-Benaiid leconnted it at tbe Jockey Oab; aad 
Oebray detallod it at lengtb în tbe aakma of the minleter; 
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«ven Beaucbamp aoooidfid twenty liiMS in bis journal to 
tbe relation ni the oonnt's courage and gallanky, whidi 
^ïïhfNt# him as a beco before tbe eyes of ail tbe fair 
membeis of tbe aristocracy of France. Many persons left 
tbeir names at tbe botel of Madame de Villefort witb tbe 
design of renowin}:^ tbeir visit at tbe right moment to hear 
from lier lips ail tiu; circumstaucos of this romautic adven- 
tuPB. As IK-loï.so Lad prodicted, M. de Villefort put on. 
a black suit and a j)air of wbit^^ dovr and ordercd tho 
8«TV!\î)t^ attendin^» tlio carriage to 1j ■ dir,;s<'d in tin ir full 
livery, and forthwitli druve to tho iiotel of the couiit, sit- 
uated, aa the reader is already iaformed^ in the Avenue 
dea Champt» Élyâëes. 
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OHAFTEB XYIU 

IDBOLOOr. 

A TBTJ long 

time in FttrînaD eodetj, he wonld ham fhlly appredated 
the mgnififflmftft of the atep wbieh 11 de Yillflfort iiad 
takflit Standing well ot oonit^ ▼hetber the king reguant 
yn» of the élder or younger braneb, whether the Cknrem- 
nent wm Boetrinatieb Libenl, or CooMrftttive; eoteemed 
oloTor hy ail, jnrt «s m geoenlly esteem tfame élever who 
baTe never ezperienoed e poUtioal oheek ; hatod by nany» 
but warmly pioteeted by olbex% withont being teally liked 
by a&ybody, — M. de Villefoit held e higb poaition in the 
magistracy, and ipaântaîned hia eminenee Hke a Hariày or 
a Molé. His drawing-room, legenerated by a yonng wift^ 
and a dao^ter by his first mamage scarcely eigbteen^ 
waa atill one of those vrell-iegulated Paris salona where 
the worship of tnkUtional ciistoms and the observanoe of 
xigid étiquette were carefully maintained. A £neiing po- 
liteness ; a strict fidelity to gOTemment principles ; a pro- 
found contempt for théories and theorists ; a deep-seated 
hatred of ideality, — thèse were the éléments of private 
and public life displayed by M, do Yillefort. 

M. de Yillefort was not oiilya raagistrate, he was alm^^^t 
a diplomatist. His relations with tho ancient court, of 
which he always spoko with dignity and respect, niade 
him respected by the new one ; and he knew so inany 
things that not only was he always carefully considered, 
bot aometiiiies couâulted. Perhaps this would not bave 
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beon so had it bcon possible to get rid of M. de Viîlefort ; 
hxil like Ihe l'eudal barons wlio rubclled against their sov- 
ereîgn, he dwelt in au impregnable fortress. Tliis fortress 
was hift post as procureur du roi, ail the advantages of 
wLioh he woriced ont marveUotuljr, md which he woald 
not hm lesigned bai fo be made Beputy, and thue to 
•nbatilote opposition for oeatnlity. Oïdinarily, M. de 
'^IteforC made and leftamed rwy few Tinte. HIs irifo 
▼inted for him ; and this irai iîhe teceÎTed tfaing in tiie 
world, whera Qknj aaaigned to the hmvj and mnltiiSuioiis 
oeeapationa of the magiatnte wbat «as really only a cal- 
odIatioB of pride^ the essenoe of aiistoomej, — in iSust^ the 
application of the aziom^ **Pietend to think well of yoni»- 
aalf and the world wîH think well of yoa,** an ajdom » 
hnndied tines moie naeftal in oor sodety than thafc of tfa» 
Orsekib ^Know thyaslf^**— a knowlsdge Ibr whioh wb 
haTe sabstitufced the leas difficolt and moie adTantageone 
•dence of knowing otlic rs. 

For bis âtends M. de ViUefurt was a powerftal piols^ 
tor ; for bis enemies he was a silent but bitter enemy; £ar 
tbose wbo were neither the one nor tbe otber he vrns a 
statue of the law roade man. Wifh a baoghty air, im- 
movable counteoanœ, look steady and impénétrable, or 
else iusultiugly piercing and inquiring, — sucb was the 
man for whom four roA'oîutions, skilfulîy pîîod ono on 
the other, had fîrst con.structed and aftt'r\vards cenieiited 
t!ip podcstaî on wliich his fortune was eroctod. ^î. do 
Vilk'fort had tlie réputation '^>f heing tho least curions 
and the least wcari^omo man m Kranue. Ho gave a bail 
©very year, at whit h ]ie ajiivirf'd fnr a quarter nf nn bonr 
only, — tliat is to say, five uiid iorty minutées ie«s than 
the kiu^ is visible at h'm balLs. Ho was never seen at 
the théâtres, at concerts, or in any place of public resort. 
Occasiuoally, bat seldom, he played at whist i md thea 



Digitized by Google 



S29 



mn iras takan fco seleot parbien worChy of Um, — toms 

•mbassador^ Mchbishop^ prinoe» praoctoiitïr or some dowar 

gir duehesB. Sodi was the man avIih^o carriage had jlUt 
mnr itopped before the Count oï Monto Cristo's door. 
Th» valet de chambra sunomioed M. de Yillefoit al tlie 
moment when the oount, leaning over a large table, was 
tmcing on s map tbe route from St. Petenboig to China. 

The ^procureur du roi entered with the same grave and 
measured step with which he would bave entered a court 
of justice. He was the same man, or rathor the comple- 
tion thf' same raan, whom we have heretofore seen as 
de]nt \ 2>r(„-Hrf'rn- Marseilles. Nature, foilowing np her 
principles, }iad ciiangcd nothing for Lira in the coui>ie she 
had marked out for him. Frora slender hc had become 
meagre ; frora pale, yellow ; his deep-sct cyes were now 
hollow ; and his gold spectacles, as they shielded lus eyos, 
scemcd to mako a portion of his face, AU his costume 
Wiid black, with the exception of his whito cravat ; and 
this funereal appoaraacn Wcus raried only by the sli^^hl Imo 
of red ribbon which passed ahiiuàt imperceptibly through 
his button-hule, and which appcarcd liko a streak of blood 
traced with a pencH Although master of himself. Monte 
CSiItto ierathiSied with irrépressible curiosity the magis- 
tmte^ whoso «Ivte be ratumedy and who distfiwtftal bj- 
balnt and eapedally meredoloits as to scomI mairsli^ wia 
mnch mofs diapoaed to sse in tbe noUe sfetanger, as Monte 
Ciisto was éSmèâj osBed» a eAsiaftsr ^inénutriê wbo had 
eome to ttj new groond, or some aalsfiMitor wbo bad 
bioken bis pvsscsribed limitsy than a pnnoe of tbe Holj 
See, or a «uttan of tbe "Aiabian Nights." 

^Uonoeor," aaid VOlsfbrt, m the tons tiwnmftd by 
magîstmtas în tbeir oEatonoal penods^ and of which tiiey 
eannot or wîH not divest themselveB in Bodsty,— >''lfon> 
nevi the signal serrlee wbîèb yon yesleiday mdend to 
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Illj frife and son bas made ît my duty to offer yon mj 
♦hwftkffi AUow me, iberafore, t ' Hschargc ibis duty and 
io ezpfOM to you ail my gratitude." And as be said thi^ 
tbe BpyoTf^ eye of (he magistrite had lost uothing of it« 
habituai aivogiaee» Thèse words he articulated in tba 
Yoice of a preatrenr-général, vnÈh tbe ligid tnflezibilitj 
of neck and sboulders wbich caused bis flattann to my 
tbat he was a living statue of the law. 

" Monsieur," replied the couiit, willi icy coldness, " T ani 
very happy to have boun tlie mcaiis of pr^'somn^ a son to 
his motber, — for they say that tbc sentiment of niatern- 
ity is the most holy of ail ; and tlie good fortune which 
occurred to me, Monsieur, niiglit bave enablcd you to 
dispense with a duty wln'rb in its disebarge confers au 
undoubtediy great bonor, — for 1 am awaro that M. de 
Villefort is not lavisli of the favor he bestows ou nu% but 
wbich, bowever estimable, is uuec^uai to the sattsiacuou 
wbich I internally expérience." 

Villefort, astonished at this rcply wbich be by no means 
expccted, started like a soldior who feels a blow upou th© 
armor he wears ; and a curl of his disdainful lip indicated 
tbat from tbat moment he noted in the taUete of bit bmin 
that the CkNunt of M^te diato waa by no meaaa a cîfil 
gentleman. He ^anoed aïonnd toit aomething on ▼hkh 
to reaome tbe fUIen eoBTenatioiiy whioh in fidUng «eemed 
to hate bioken in piaoea. He aaw the map whtÀ Monte 
Griato had been examining when he entered, and aaid, 
"Ton aeem geogmpbically engaged, Honaieor. It la a 
riofa Btady, eepedally ion yon, who^ aa I leatn, bave aeea 
aa many landa aa ara delineatad on tbia mapi" 

^ Ym, Honaienr/' leplied tbe oonnt ; " I bave aoqgbt to 

tiae «very day on individnala, — a pbysiological atady. X 
have believed it waa nneb eaaier to deacand fiom the wbola 
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4o ft pul liiaii to aaoend ttom part to the who1& Ifc û 
an a]gebraie axioiii whîch dînoto us to pvooeed fiom the 
known to the nnknown, and not from the anknown to 
the known ; but sit down» Monsieur, I beg of jc/a»** 

Monte Cristo pointed to a chair, v hioh the proeurem' 

roi was obliged to tftke the trouble to move forwBid 
himself wliile the oount merely fell back into liis own, on 
whioh he had been kneeling when M. de Villefort entered« 
Tbos tbe oount was half-way turned towards bis mitor, 
bavîng his back towards the window, bis elbow resting on 
the geograpliical chart which alforded the conversation for 
the moiuent, — a couversation whicli assumed, a.s had thoso 
with Danglars and Morcerf^ a tum adapted to the pexsona 
if not to the situation. 

"Ah, you philosophize," replied Viiiefort, after a mo- 
ments silence, during wliich, liko a wrestler who encoun- 
ters a powerful opponent, he took hreath ; " wcll, Mon- 
sieur, rcally, if like you I had nothiug else to do, 1 should 
seek a more amusing occupation." 

"Why, m trnth, Monsieur," was Monte Cristo's repîy, 
*' man is but .lu ugly caterpillar for him who studies liim 
tbrough a solar microscope ; but you said, I think, liial 
I had nothing else to do. Now, really, let mo ask, Mon- 
sieur, hâve yen t Do you believe you have anything to 
do ; or to speak in plein terms, do you think tbat what 
you do deserras heliig œllsd anything t** 

TiUefort^s astonishment ledoabled et this second timst 
so finoîblj asde hy his stnnge adveisaij. It wae a long 
time sinoe the ma$^stnte had heaid a païados so stiong^ 
or lather to saj tbe tntth more euetty» it iras the fiist 
time he had em hsaid of it. The proemre w rai es* 
eited himaelf to rsply. " If onsisor/* he nsponded, " joa 
aie e sttmger, and I helieye joa mj yoursdf thaï a por* 
tion of jwat Blb has been spent in Onental eonntries; so 
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in barbarons emmtaciM^ tek«t irith os a pradunt aad ndl* 

studied oomm," 

Oh, yes, — yea, T am, Monsiear ; it is the pede damda 
of the ancients. I know all that, for h k with the justice 
of ail countries ^peeially that I have occupied myseit It 
ia the criminal procédure of all nations that I haye com- 
pared with imtaniî justice ; and T must say, Monsienr, 
that it is the l;nv of primitive nations, — that is, the law 
of rrtaliation, — that I havo most &equentiy iound to be 
according to tho law of God.** 

" If this law were adopted, sir," said the prontrrur du 
rot, '* it would pvatîy siroplify our légal codes ; and in that 
case the magistiutes would not^ as joa bave jost obeenred, 
have much to do." 

** It may perhaps come to this in time," observed 
Monte Cristo. " Yon know that hunian inventions 
march from the coniplex to the simple ; and simplicity 
is al'.vays perfection." 

*' In the nican while," continued the magistrate, ** our 
codes are in fuU force, with all their oontiadictoiy enaet* 
ments derlved ftom OalUo custcmis, Romm Ièiwh, and Fxtmk 
ofages, — iho knowledg» of att wbieb, yon iriU agree^ la 
not to be aoquized witbont leagibeiiad labor ; and il sa> 
quiiee a tediovi stady lo acqnire Ih» knowkdge, and when 
it le acqniied, a attong power of Inain la naewayin oïdar 
to fetain it" 

'* I agrée with 700 entiiely» Mondeor ; but all thaï eren 
yoit know with voapeet to the Fwaxh oode, I know» noi 
only in refaranoe to thaï oode, but aa regarda the eodâa of 
all nationa. The Engliah, Torioah, Japanaaa^ Sinda lawt 
ara aa &niiliaf to me aa the Freaoh lawa ; and thna I waa 
riglit whaa I aaid to you that relatively — yon kiKiw that 
•fnythiQg ia xalaliva^ Monaievr ^thal lelaliva^ to whal 
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I have done, you have very littlo to do ; but tliat rolatively 
to ail I have learned, you have yet a great deal to Icarn." 

" But with what motive have you leamed aU this î " 
înquired Villefort, astonished. 

1 Moule Cristo smiled. " Kêally, sir," he observed, " I 

I see tliat iii spite of the réputation wlùch you havo ao- 

quired as a superior man, you contomplate everything in 
the matorial and vulgar viuw of society, beginning with 
niau aud cuding with inan, — that is to say, in the most 
restrictod, most narrow view whick it iâ possible for humun 
understanding to embrace." 

tt pjay^ Monsieur, cxplain yoursel^" said Villefort, more 
and more astonished ; " I reallj do — not oiuleistaud 
you — perfectljr." 

sagr, M<»iiiBiir» that with the eyeâ fixed on the aoeîal 
wganiattion of nations, you aee onîj the springs of the 
nttohine, and loee sight the snblinio Axtiaan who maket 
themaot; I «ay that yoa do not leoc^gnûe hefixre jon and 
aïonnd you any bat thoae plaoe-men whoae hieyeto have 
heen signed by the miniater or the hiog ; «nd thaft the 
men whom Qoà haa |Nit abore thoae titolan, mîniafeexB^ 
and kingB^ by giving them a mianon to &]low ont^ ina tead 
of a post to fi]], — I ny that iitay eaoape yoiur nanow 
'vkdr. It la thna that hnman weakneaa ihila^ fiom Ua 
debOitated and Impeileot oigana. Tobîaa took the angel 
who leatoied him to sight for an otdinaiy yonng man ; 
the nationa took Attila, who was doomed to desfeioy theoii 
tôt a oonqneror similar to other conquerors ; and it was 
nccesaaiy for both to rev^l tbeir miBBionBi that they might 
be known and acknowledged. One was compelled to say, 
* I am the angel of the Lord ; ' and the other» ' I am the 

, hammer of Qod/ in oïder that the divine eesenoe in both 

i might bo revealed." 

** Then»" eaid YillafbK^ nune and moie amaaed, and 

i 

I 

I 
I 

I 
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realljr Bnppoeiiig he was sp^^Aking to a mystlc or a mad- 
man, jou conflider yourseil as om o£ thoâô exUftorduia^ 
bcujigs wliom you havo mentioned 1 " 

** Aiid wljy Dot î " sûid Monte Cristo, coldlj. 

"Your pardoDy Monsieur," replied Villefort, quite as- 
tounded ; "butyouwill excuse mu il wliua 1 jjrcfieiited 
niyjself to you, 1 was unuwure tlut I sl)o\iM uieet with a 
pereon whose knowlcdge and imderstanding so far siirpass 
the usual knowledge and iinderstaiuling of mon. It U 
not usual with iks, corruptcd wretchcs of civilLziiUuu, to 
find gentlemen like yourself, posaessore, as you aie, of im- 
même fortune» — at least, so it is aaid ; and I beg you to 
obaem that I do not inquire, I merely lepeat, — it is not 
jimuà, I My, for rocb privil^ged and wcalthy Iwiiigi to 
waifce tiieir timo in wcial apeooktions or in philoiophMal 
nymm, fitt«d «t liest to eonsdo thoie wltoni fiite has 
doprived of the good tiiin^i of this wodd*** 

" Seally, Monsieur»" ntoiCad the ooont^ ^ ha?e jou a^ 
tained the effline nt aitnation in whioh yon an» vithonft 
having admitted, or eren withoiit baring met witb ezoep- 
tional beinge ; and do yon aérer née your eyi% which 
muit bave aeqnited eo nracb akill and oeitainty, to divine 
et e glanoe the Irind of man who bae ooue befoie yon I 
Sboold not a magîstmte be not merely the beet adminie* 
trator of the law, not merely the moet ciafty expoonder 
of the chioanery of his profession, but a steel probe to 
search hearts, a touchstone to try the gold which in eaoh 
eoul is minglod with mnro or less of alloy t" 

** Monaieor," aaid Yillefoxt» ^npon my «o«d, you oy9> 
eome me. I never lieard a person q^eak as yon do." 

" Becanse you romain ctemally endrcled in a round of 
gênerai conditions, and bave ne ver dared to raise your 
wing into tbose upper sphères which God hat peoptod 
vith inviaihle or exosptioaal heiiigik" 
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*ÀaA joa. iUcyir tlu», Mobbmv, ilirt tbotB spheiM 
màÊit, and titel tiiMe «mplional and mvUUe beingi 

** Why shoold thej nott Can foa aee the air jou 
liwalhe, amd wiihoiift wliiflh you «ould nollbr â monant 

^TbBDwedoiiotaeathoaa bdngito whamyoït alliidaf** 
** YeB, m do ; yon aet iham wlianover Ood pkaaea to 
aBow liiam to aaaame a material ftam» Ton ioadli ih«m, 
aome In aontaot nith them» apaak lo tbeai, and tinj laplj 

lo you." 

Âh ! " aaid Villefort^ amiHng, " I confess I shonld 
lîke to be warned whoii <me of tbfiae beÎDga ia ia oon* 
tact with me." 

"Tou liaTe been aarvad aa you deabe^ Monaieiir, fat yoa 
Imtb been warned just now, and I now again warn yon." 
** Hien you yourself arc one of thèse marked beingg I" 
" Yes, Monsieur ; and I bolieve that until now no man 
bas found himself in a positi^m sirailar to mine. The do- 
minions of kings are limited either by mountains or rivers, 
or a change of manners, or an altération of language. "Nfy 
kingdom îs bounded only by the world, — for I am neitiier 
an Itaiian nor a Frenchmau nor n H indu nor an Ameri- 
can nor a S[ :iiii Lrd; I am a co^i!;n|)i lite. No country 
eau say it saw my bijth ; God alon«î knows wbat country 
vriXi »ee me die. I adopt ail customs, speak ail languages. 
You believe me to bc a Frenchraan, for I speak French 
with the same facility and purity as yourself, Well, Ali, 
nj Niibiuii, bclieves me to be au AiuL , Bertuccio, my 
Btuward, takea me for a Koman ; Haydée, my slave, thiiiks 
mo a (Jreek. You may therefore compreheud that being 
of no country, asking no protection from any govemment, 
aoknowledging no man as my brother, not one of tba 
aoropka tbat amat tka powacf ul, or tha obatadaa whidi 
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panlytt tiie mtk, panlyiM or «neafes bmu I ha'v* ooly 
two advenarifli^ — I will nol mj two eonqnemi^ fis with 
petw v qtmce I aabdue even them,*— they are time and 
apaoe^ There is a third, and tbe inost terrible, — tbal ÎH^ 
mj condition as a moctal bdng. This alone oan akc^ ma 
in nij onward career, and before I bave attained tha goal 
at whîch I aira ; ail (be wA I bave taken into accoiml 
Wbat men call tbe cbances of fate, — namely, min, cbai^e, 
cîrcamstances, — I bave anticipated tbem ail ; and if any 
of thèse sbould overtake me, yet tbey vriU not overwbelm 
me. Unless I die, I shall always be what I am ; and ther©- 
for" it h that T iitter tlii; things you have iievor heard, 
cvcn trom tbe moutlis of kiiigs, — for kiiigs have need of 
you, aud other persons fear you. For -wlio is there who 
does not say to liimsplf iii a society as incongruouslj' or- 
gaiiized as uiirs, ' Perliaps âome daj X sball baTQ to do 
with thc procureur du rm * f ** 

"But must you not say that, Monsieur? — for tbô 
momeut you becouie an inliabitant of France, you are 
naturally subjected to the Frincli law." 

** I know it, Monsieur," rcpliod Monte Cristo ; " but 
whon I visit a country, T bt^gin to stiidy, by ail the ait ans 
wliich are available, tho men from whom 1 may have any- 
thing to bope or to fear, until I know tbem as well, per> 
baps better, than they know themaelves. It foUows from 
tbia that tbe procumar du roi, be be vbo be may, witb 
▼bom I abonld bave to deal woold aBaoïedl/ ba tnoie 
embazxaaaed than I ahoold." 

"Tba* 18 to say," repUed ViUafoit, witb beaitation, 
" tbat bnman natore being weak, every man aooording to 
jour ciaed baa committed finlte.** 

«IVkolfa or oiinnea^" reaponded Monte CriatOp witli a 
neg^gent air. 

«And that you alone among mei^ wbom yoa do mot 



Digitized by Google 



IDEOLOQY. 



337 



M 



iMOgmae as ytaa tnothan^ ^for you hsTe aaid to," ob- 
iemd VilMnt» in a tozM tliat fiJteied aomewbat» — "yoa 
akno «I» penfeet** 

'*Ko^ nol peffèet^** m ifae oount'a wplj; itiip«iiBtm> 
Ûfl^fbat'sali Bat lei «■ kaTe off thù atiaib» dr^ if the 
tone af il 18 displeadng to j<mi ; I «n bo move dû 
bj jmu juitim than you are by my aecond-aîgbt.' 

" ITo» no^ bj no means/' saîd Yillefort, who 
of seeming to abandon his gtoiind. " No ; by yonr bril» 
liaafe and almoit rablîme conversation you have elevated 
me above the ccdinuy level. We no longer txilk ; we dia- 
course. But you know how the theologians in their col- 
legiate chaiiSy and pbilosophers in their oontroversies» 
occadonally say cruel txutli^ Let us suppose for the 
moment that we are discusslug social theology and theo- 
logical philosophy ; I will say to yoti, rnde as it may 
Bcem, * ily brother, you sacrilico greatly to pride ; yott 
may be above others, but abovo you there is God.' " 

"Above us ail, Monsieur," was Montxi Cristo's rc- 
sponse, in a tone and with an empbasis so deep tliat 
Villefort involuntarily shuddered. " I have my phde 
for men, — serpents always ready to erect themselves 
agaiust evory one wlio may piiiis without crushiug tliem. 
But I lay aside tliat pridc before Grod, wbo has taken me 
from nothing to make ino what I aiu." 

**Then, Monsieur the Couut, I adiuiro you," said 
Villefort, who for tho iirsl Urne in this strange conversa- 
tion applicd that aristocratie formula to tlic unknovvn per- 
sonage, whom, until now, he ^ad ouly called Monsieur, 
** Tes j and I say to you, if you are really strong, reaUy 
«aperior, really boly, — or impénétrable, wbioh you vere 
righi in aaying aniooulB to fbe aaa» tbing^ — be anogant^ 
Hondeor, that la tb* duuEaotoElBtio of predomiaaneai Bnt 
you bava nnqnaatianably aona ambitunk** 
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I km bad oiM^ H oMiBitt.'* 

I toOf M hippens to evaiy nmn ones in U» ISÊt^ lum 
Imoi taktn bj Sitea upott tho Ugheat monnlidiL m Ûib 
mxVk'f aad vhen %h&re he shoirad tM ail the kingdcimB of 
tha earth, and as he said before, ao said he to m», * Cbîld 
of cartli, wliat woaldafc tboQ haTe to make thee adom mel* 
I loflaclad long, for a gnawîng ambition bad long ptejed 
upon me, and then I mplied» ' Liston : I hm aliray» 
iMard of ProYidence, and jet I have nerer seen hini, nor 
anything that resembles him, or whicb can make me be- 
lieve that he exkts. I wish to be Providence myself, for 
I feel that the most beautiful, nobîcst, most sublime thing 
in tho world, is to récompense and pimish.* Satan bowed 
hÎB head and groaned. ' Yoii mistake/ he said ; ' Provi- 
dence docs cxist, only you have never seen him, because 
the child of God is as invisible as the parimt. You havo 
seen nothing that resembles him, because hc vvorks by 
8ccret springs, and moves by hidden ways. AU I can do 
for yûu 18 to make you one of tho agents of that Provi- 
dence.' Tlio bargain was oonclnded. I niay bave lost 
my soul ; liut what nmtters it ? " addtjd Monte CristOi 
"If t)io tliing were to do again, 1 would agaiu >\o it." 

Villefort lookcd at Monte Cristo with extrême amazc- 
raent. " Monsieur the Count/' he iuquiied, " have you 
any relatives ? " 

No, sir, I am alone in the vodd.** 

** So much the woitt.'* 

«mjt* aakfld Monte Criitow 

** Bootnas tlien you miglit wltneas a speoteda wJenUlBd 
to bnak dowa your piida. Ton suy yoa ftar nothing M 
dMthr 

«I didnol nythat IftaïadU; I on^ aaid «bat thaft 
alone oould oheok se»** 
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And old a p:G 
** Mj end will be aohîeTed befbra X gioir okL** 

" And madness î " 
I have been nearly mad ; and you know the axiom, 
non bis in idem. It is an axiom of criminal law, and ; 
ocmsequently you untlerstand its full application." ! 

"Monsieur," continued ViUefort, " tbere is soraetîiing 
to fear ho.mMo^ deatii, old âge, and madness. For instance, 
thero 1^ iLiHjplexy, — that liglituing-stroko which slrike« 
but does not uostroy you, and yet after wliich ail is ended. 

You are still youreelf aa now, and yet you are yuui^elf no î 
longer; you who like Ariel touch on tho an£relic, are but 

an inert mass, whicb liko Caliban touch» s un tlip iM iital; j 
and tbis is calli^d in bunian ton^^ues, as 1 Ltli yuu, neitber 
more nor less tban apoplexy. Corne, if so you will. Mon- 
sieur the Count, and contiiiae this conversation at my 
hofvm, any day you may bo wilHng to flae «& adversary 
Mpftbie of nndentanding and aiudous to idàto you, and I 
will «how yott 1117 ikther, M. Noiitier de Vfllelbri^ on» of 
ibe mort fleij Jaoobîiu of Ihe Frenoh Bovolutioii, ^that 
îs to say, a man of the mort xemarkafale andadty^aeoonded 
If ft mort vlgotoos tompemnont; m maa who perhaps 
bat not^ like yonneli^ aean aU the kÊngdoma of the earth, 
bot who haa hdped to orertnni one of the mort powasiiil ; 
a man who, like you, believed himaélf one of the «dtoji^ 
not of God» but of the Sopueme Batng^ — not of Vxan- 
àaoM, but of &to. Well» Monaieiir, the mptaie of a 
biktod-veeeel în the lobe of the bmm haa daatioyed ail 
this, — not in a daj, soi in an hoar, but in a aeoond. j 
M. Noirtier, who on the previous night waa the old 
Jaoobiu, tbe oM aenator, the old Carbonaro, lauj^ung at 
the guillotine, laugliiug at the cannon, laughing at the 
diriger ; M. Noirtier, playing with révolutions ; M. Noir- 
tier, for whom Fiance waa a Yart oheas-board ton which 
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pawns, rooks, knights, and queens were to disappear, so 
that the king was checkmated, — M. Noirtier, so redoubt- 
able, was the next morning poor M. N^oiy-tier, the help- j 
less old mail, at the tender mercie*^ of the weakest créature i 
in thf houseliold, that is, his gnindchild, Yalentine ; a 
iluiub and frozfn f^rcass in fact, wbo only Iîtcs withoufc 
BuiicHng, that timo may be given to hb frame to décom- 
pose without his coDsciousness of ils decay." 

'* Alas, sir ! '* tmd Monte Cristo, " this spectacle îs 
neither étrange to m y eye nor niy tbought. I am some- 
thiug of a physiciau, and havo, like my fellows, songbt 
Diore tlian once for the soul in living and in dead matterj 
yot liku Providence it htu> lumained invisible to luy cyes, 
although présent to my hoart. A liuiidrt J writers since i 
Socrates, Seneca, Saint Augustiuc, and Gall havo uiaJe 
in verse and prose tbe oompanson you bave made ; and 
yet I can well undeistand thât « ùHufê tufEérings may 
etbot gnat ohangcâ in ibe mind of a «m. I will oiU <m 
you, sir, since you bid me o o ntamplftta^ ton the adwita^ 
of my ivîde, UÛe temUe qieetade^ wfakà mwà apvMid oo 
mneh aonow thronghont yoor lionaa'* 

'*It wooM bave done m mi qm rt î onaliily, had aol God 
giTon me ao leige a oompemation. In pweanoa of tha old 
man wbo ia dragging bis way to tbe tomb^ aie tvo ohil- 
dien jiiat «ntering into lift^ — Yaleiitme^ fha danghter bj 
my iint irifi% Mademoiarile Benée de Salnt-lf ému, aad 
idoDaid, th» boy wboae life joii bave tbîa day aaTod." 

A2id wbat ia yoor deduetkii ftom <hk oompenaitiin^ 
Mondeur f " inquired Monte Cristo. 

" My déduction is," leplied YiUefort, that my fathflK^ 
led away by bis passions, bas committed some fault un- 
known to buman justice, but marked by tbe jnatioe of 
Qod ; and tbat God, wisbing to pnnish bat one pernoDy 
baa Tiiited thïn jmtioe on bim aloneh'' 
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Monte Cnsto, with a smilo on bis lips, had yet a groau 
at his heart, whioh would hayo made Yillûfort âj haà he 
but heard it. 

"Adieu, Mousieur," said the ma,L;istrate, who had risea 
from his seat ; "I leavo you, bearing a remembrance of 
you, — a reniembrancp of e^teem, which I hope will not 
be disagreeable to you wlieu you kuow me better ; for I 
am not a man to boro my friend.s, as you will leam. 
Bcsidos, you bave made an etenial fiiend of Madame 
de Villcfurt." 

Tiie cuunt bowcd iui<l contented himself with seemg 
ViUefort to the door of his cabinet, the procureur being 
etcorted to his carnage by two footmen, who on a signal 
from tiieir master foUowed him with eveiy maik of atten- 
tion. Whflii he haâ gone, Monte Oiiito dmw a haid 
bnetii ftom his oppioeoed boiiom, and aaid, " l^nong^ of 
thit poison ; let me now aeek the antidote." Th«n aonnd- 
ing his bell, he said to Ali, who entered, am going 
to Madame'» apaitments; hâve the carnage xeady afc 
ODS o^elook." 
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CHAPTEE XIX. 

The wiader will remember wlio wcrc the new — or rather, 
olJ — acquaintances ot' tlio Couiit of Monte Cristo who 
lived in the Rue Meslay ; they werc Maximiiiaii, Julie, 
antl Enimanuel. The anticipation of that pleasant visit 
» which be was about to make, of thoee few happy moments 

he was to eigoyi of thai imy of Puadise gleaming acxoss 
tbe heU lo whieh hft Ind TdontaiOy eomiiiitted Mmsal^ 
liad, frou the mimaid m whîoh bad lort agfat of ViUe- 
fbrt^iUamiiwd th» ftM of tbe ooimt witb a moil «baiming 
«Kprenioii of hAppiiiMt; aad Ali» wbo bad mpondad 
quickly to tba eaU of tbe beU, aaaing tbat &de ao beam- 
ing witb a Joj ao laie, withâiew on tiptoe and boldiog bla 
braatb, aaîf befeaied to fkigbteneway the pkaaingtboii^ta 
wbiob aeened to bim to borer aiomid Ua maaiar 

It waa tbe boar of noon, and Monte Criato bad aat apaii 
one boni to be paasad witb "HMjûéà, It aeamed aa if bap- 
pineaa ooold not gain e aaddan admieaion to tbat aonl 
wbîeb bad been so long oppnand ; tbat it needed to pr»* 
paie itself for gentle émotion^ as other aook aeed to be 
propared for yiolont émotions. The young Greek, aa 
bave already stated, occupied apartraenta wboliy uncon- 
nectcd with thoaa of the oount. The rooma had been 
fitted ap in atnot aoooidanoe with the Eaatern style, — tliat 
is to say, the flooia weie oovered with the richest caipeta 
Turkey could produce, and the waUa hung with brocaded 
ailk of tbe moet magnUkwnt daqgpa and textue; wbil» 
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pilMcf aofttnâ yiéldiiig «lahions thst oould boantogsd 
ai tfae pliMoro cf tboM who med them. Hiydé» liid four 
iranien in her service,— tliree Frenoli and ona Qfeek. 
Tha three Fwneh women remaiiied oonstantly in a small 
ivaiting-rooni» nady to obey the first soimd of a small 
golden bélly or io leceive the ordeis of the Komaic &Iave, 
who knew saffidant French to transmit her mistress's 
(mlers to the three other waiting-womnn, who had re- 
ceived instnietiona from Monte Ciisto to trcat Hajdde 
with ail ih» napooi and déférence they wonld paj to a 
qucen. 

The young girl was in the inner room of hi r :i]);n t:ii- nts, 
— a sort of boudoir, circular, lighted only irom above, 
through panea of rose-colored glass. She was recliniiig 
upon cushions covered with blue satin spotted with silver; 
her head, supported by one of her exquisitely moulded 
arms, iristed on the divan immediately behind her, while 
tho otlier was employed in adjusting to her lips the coral 
tube of a rich nars^ale, tlirough whose flexible pipe the 
vapor ascended lï.Uy impregmited with the rich odors of 
the niost deliciûus flowers. lier attitude, though quite 
natural for au Oriental, would have evinced perhaps, in 
the caae of a FxeAch woman, a slight aSeetatioii of coquet- 
ij. Her dsBM^ which waa thaï of tiia wodmd of Epirus, 
eomiited of a pair of wbite eatin tronaen^ embroîdered 
with pink roeee» — exposing to view two small feet> which 
might have heen taken for Funan imnrbk bat for their 
playing with two Ittfle aandala tumed «p at the point, and 
adomed with gold and pearls; a bloe and white aferiped 
vwfei with hutge open eteevea^ trimmed with aUvor loopa 
and bottons of pearla; and a epeoîea of bodioe, whioh, of 
a heait-ohaped pattem in ftont^ ffgWbited tha whole of the 
ÎTOiy thnat and npper paît of the boeom» and waa 
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tenod below by three diamond buttons. The junction of 
the bodice and trousers was entirely concealcd by one of 
those rnany-colored scarfs, wliose brilliant hues and rich 
eilken fringe have reudered them so precious in tlio eycs 
ôf Parisian belles. A small cap of gold, embroidcred with 
pearls, was placed on one sido of lier head ; while on thô 
other a natural rose, of purplc color, mingled with the lux- 
uii^t iDa-^=:p«? of lier hair, whicli wius so bkck that it ap- 
peared to bc bluo. The beauty of the countenauce was 
peculiatly aud purtiy Grecian j there were the large dark 
iiiclting ey^, straight nose, tlie coral lips, and poarly 
teeth, that beîonged to lier race and country. And to 
complète the wliolc, llaydco was in the very springtido 
aud fuluei^ of youthful chamisj t>he wa» imieteeu or 
twenty yeais old. 

Honte Cristo sommoned the Gieek attendant, and bade 
bar înqiiiie whetber it wonld be agreeable U> bef miatNtta 
to naeiTe bia vint Haydée'a only taplj waa to diraet bar 
aervant by a aign to witbdiaw tbe tapaatriad eoitain ibat 
hang bafoie the door of her boudoir ; tbe fiounework of the 
opening thiia xnade aerrad aa a aoii of boider to tbe gnœ- 
fbl tableau pnsentadby tbe nebmngyoonggiiL A« Monte 
Criato appsoaobed, abe kaned npon tiie elbow of tbe arm 
that beld tbe naigile^ and aartending to bim her olber band, 
aald with a amile of eaptivating aireetnesi^ in tbe aonotoiu 
langnage apoken by tbe woman ot Athena and Sparta, 
**Wby damand permianon aie you entarf Aie yon no 
loDiger my master, or bave I ceased to bc your slave î " 

Monte Griato letomed bar amUei Haydée^** aaid be^ 
** yon know — " 

Why do you addnai ma ao ooldly f " asked the fait 
Qteek. " Have I any means diapleased you ) If ao» 
pnnieh me aa yon inll; bat do not apaak to me eo 
IbnnaUyi" 
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" TTayd6o," replied tho count, " you know that we 
now m Fmnce, and that you are consequently free ! " 
" Free ! " repeated thô yoaug gizl ; " free to do what t " 

" Free to leavo îtîp." 

" Leave you I and why sbould I leave you 1 ** 

** That is not for me to say ; but w© are now about to 
miz in society, — to s.-^e tho world." 

*'I hâve no wish tu bi ' nny oue." 

**Nay, but hoar me, Ua_)dée. You cannot remain in 
seclusiou lu the midst of this gay capital ; and should you 
see one whom you could prefer, think nui 1 would be ao 
selfish or uujust as to — " 

" I bave never eeen men bandsomer tban you ; and I 
bave loved onlj yoa and 1117 fiither." 

"«My poor éhildl" xcflied M<Hite CMo, *'ibat is 
metûj becauae yoa bâve hardly spoken to any one but 
ym iktber and myadt" 

Wéll I what occasion is thcio for me fo apeak to any 
oneelaet My fbtber called me kU J&y; yon atyle me 
pnar hve; and both of yoa call me ifMtrdÛtf/" 

" Do yoa lemembet yonr iatber, Haydée 

Tbe yoang Gieek amîled. *' He îa bon, and heK^" «id 
abe, tooobing ber eyes and ber beazt. 

''And wbera am I tbent" inqoiied Monte Cfiato^ 
laughingly. 

" You 1 " cried she, " you are everywhere I ** 

Monta Criato took tbe délicate hand of the young girl in 
bis, and was about to raiae it to bis lips, when the simple 
cbibi of Kature baatily withdrew it, and presentcd her fair 
cbeek instead. " You now nnderstaud, Haydée," said the 
count/' that from this moment you are absolutely free ; that 
you are mistrcss ; that you arc queen. You are at liborty to 
lay asiile or continue the costume of your couutry, as it 
may auit your inclination ; you will remain baro wben you 
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wish, and yow will go abroad whra yon wisli. There will 
always be a ( ai nage awaiting your oixiers ; and Ali and 
Myrto wi)! as r lupaiiy you whitheraœver you désire to 
go. There ib but outd favor I would entreat of jroo." 
*• Oh, apeak I " 

** Préserve most carefiilly the secret of your birth. Mako 
Du ulhiùion to tlie past ; nor upon any occasion be iinluced 
to pronounco tho uame of your iUustnous fatber ûor ihaX 
of your poor mother ! ** 

" I bave alioady luld yuu, my Lord, tbat I wiii aee no 
one." 

"It 18 possible^ Haydée, that so perfect a mùiOÊàsm^ 
fthoQgli eoolbiiDaÙe willi tiM Mâto and eostoiBi of tiw 
Eoat^ maj noft be pmotieilde m Pteîa. BndMvor, Umo» to 
âOQiutom yottnelf to oarnwiiiMref liviiigm ilieie nofdieRt 
flliniMi u joQ did to thon of Bobm^ Eloranm^ Ifilaiiy nid 
Madiid; itnajbeiuefiilto joaooooftlifleedaysyWlMflMr 
yoa nmaiii h«e or nton to tlM BmI.** 

The yoiuig giri Mioad hor twrfiil ^yw toiraxdi Vont» 
Chûto» M die aaid with toodiiag MinoBtiMi^ 
ntum to kha Eul^ joa metn, do yon not^ my Loid 

««Mj ehfld," letomed Honte Qrieio» «you knov nék 
that if we part, it will be by isàù», The kee 

doee not leave the fluwer ; the flower leavai tlie tne.** 

"My Loid/' leplied Haydée, " I will never leava yol^ 
for I am sure that I could not Uve witbout yon." 

" Poor cliild 1 In tan yaait I abaU be old; and yoa 
will still be young.** 

" My &ther had numbered sixty years, and the snows 
of âge were on his head, but I admired and loved him ^ 
better than aU. the gay, handaome yoatba I aew abont bis 
court." 

*' Theli tell mo, Hayd'f^, rîo you believe you shaU. be abls 
to aocaetom yoaxaalf to oui pieiant mode of iifet** 
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•♦Shall I see yout* 
«*Kveiy day.** 

''WeD, tiMn l whftt are yoa asking me, my Lndl* 

" I Amt that yon may ftél lonély." 

'*Ko, my Lord, for la the nomiDg I «bail expert jour 
«Nmng, aod in the «veDing shall remember that yoa bave 
been iritb i and bflridem wbenaloiiD I haTeciaiid m&em-' 
bnneee, — I aee again Smmenee pbdns and &r horiaona 
triâk lîndiia and Olympna in iba diitaneai and ihen I 
bafa in my beart tbna Mntimenta wbieb leara no luoni 
ftr «NiMtS — tbej aie «niow, love» and gialitade." 

Y<A aie a irorthy danc^tei ef Epliii% Hayd^, and 
jour «Ji*™!!^ and poetitial ideas prote waU javt dcaeent 
from that race of goddessea wbo elaim jour countiy aa 
Iheir birthplace ; dépend on my can to aee tbaft joor 
youth is not bliglited, or aaffiued to pass away in nngmial 
aolitnde, for if yon kTe ma as a fiither, I (oo love you 
aa my child." 

** Let not my Lord be deceived ; theloTe I bear yoa re- 
aembles in no degree my feelings towards my iather. I 
siirvîved Iiis death ; but were au y evîl to befall you, the 
moinont in which I leamed ^0 ùAei tidings wouM be tbe 
laat of my life." 

Tho count, with a look of in»ioscrib;il)lo tondoninp-î, fx- 
tciuhd liia hand to the anîmatod speaker, who carried it 
revr!' jii ially and afTectionat#»ly to h«r lip». Monte Crîsto, 
thua suothed and calmed into a bcfitlin^' statc of imnd to 
pay his visit to the Morrels, departr-d, niurnuirin^' a.s he 
wont thèse lines of Pindar, " Youtli is a tlowor of which 
lovo is the fruit ; happy ia hc who, after havinjE^ watchod 
its silent growth, is permitted to call it his own." The 
carriage was ready according to orders ; and stepping lightly 
into It, the count drove off at his usual rapid pAca. 
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TBM MOBUL ffAlULr. 

In a very few miuuk'i» tlie coiint reached Xo. 7 in tlio 
Rue Meslay. The house was of wliite stone, and m a 
small court before it were two small beds fuU of beuutiful 
flowen. In ihe conderufe that opened tbe gâte the count 
faoogniied Codée ; bat as hé hid M one eye^ and that 
eye had ooniideiably weakaned in tbe oonne of nîna ycars. 
Codés did noi feocgniss the oonnt Tbe saniagas thaï 
dxare up to the door weie oompelled to tnzn to SYsad a 
fbnntain tfaat played in a hasin of lookwotk^ in whieh 
spotted a hoige nnmber of gqld and sUtst fishei^— an oi>- 
nament that had exdted the Jealonij of the wbole qoaitsr» 
and had gained for the honss the appellation et le Pdk 
Vtnaittee, The hoose^ laîsed above the kitehens and eel- 
hsBf had beddes ths gEonnd-lloor two stories and attios» 
The whole of the pioperty, consisfcing of an immense work- 
diop, two pavillons at the bottom of ihe guden, and the 
garden itsd^ had been purchased by Eoinianiiel, wlio had 
seMk at a glance that he could nake a profitable specnW 
tton of it. He had reserred the house and half the garden, 
and building a wall bctween the garden and tbe work* 
diops, had let tliem with the pavilions at the bottom of 
the garden ; so that for a trifling sum he vas as well 
lodged, and as compîetely shut ont from observation as 
the most exactin<^ proprietor of a hôtel in the Faubourg 
St. Germain. Tlie dining-room was of oak ; the salon, of 
mahûg^y and biue vdyet j the bedioom, of dkon wood 
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aiid green damask. Therc was a study for Eraïuanuel, 
who never studietl, and a luudic-room for Julie, wlio uever 
played. Tho whole of the second story was set aparL i'ur 
JVIaximilian ; it was precisely the sauio as his sister's apart- 
ments, except that the dining-room was changed into a 
llîUiflid*ioom, where be received his fnends. He was sa- 
perintonding the grooming of hk hoiM^ aad mauAhig his 
cigar at the entmntse of the gaiden, wben the ooont's 
caniage stopped at the door. 

Ooelès opened the gâte, and Baptistin, 
Ihe hoz, inqiiiied whether Monsieiir and Madame Her- 
haut aad M. MaxîmiTian Monel wonld aee M. le Comte 
de Monte Oristo. 

« M. le Comte de Monte Ciîsto t " eried Mbttel, tiiiDw- 
i^g $iW9j Hb elger «nd hastening to the oairiage; ''I 
éhoald think we wonld oee him ! Ah I a thomand thanka, 
Mbnaîeiir the Conn^ for not having fngotteii yonr piom- 
iaei" And the yonng offioer shook the connt'e hand so 
wumly tbat the latter eould not he miataken as to the 
amcerity of his cxprc<;sions ; he aaw that he had heen ez- 
pected with impatience, and was received with pleasaie. 

" Come^ come 1 " said Maadmilian ; " I will serve as your 
guide» — BQoh a man as you are oiight not to be introduced 
hj a servant. My sister is in the garden placking the 
dead TOses ; my brother is reading his two papers, * La 
Presse * and * Les Dt-bats,' witbin five ateps of her ; for 
%vli»!revcr you see Madame Hcrbaiit you liavo only to look 
within a circlo of four yards and you will iind M. Em- 
manuel, and * reciprocally,* as tlicy say at tho École Poly- 
technique." At the Sound of thoir steps a young woman 
of frora twenty to twonty-fivf» years, dressed in a âilk rohe 
de clumibre, and bnsily enga;^ed in plucking the dead 
lej^xm off the spiendid rose-tree, raised her head. This 
woman was Julie^ who had becomOp as the clerk of the 
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hoxiâe of Thomson and French had predictod, Madame 
Ëmmannel Ilerbaut. She utterod a cry of Burpnse at 
the sight of a stranger ; and Maximiliau began to laugh. 
" Don't disturb yourself, Julie," said he. *' Monsieur tho 
Cotint lias only bcon two or thrce days in Paris ; but he 
already kuuWb w iiat a woman of fiishion of the ALirais is, 
and if lie dues not you v\ lil show him.** 

** Ah, Monsieur I " ruturned Julie, " it is treason in my 
brotber to bring you thus ; but he never has any regaid 
fi» hit pooT siater. Penelon ! Penelon ! " 

An Biani wbo wbb d^ng busily at om of the beds 
of roMB, Btnok his t{Mde in the eeiCfa end approached, cap 
in hend, ead itKtTÎng to conoeel a qmd of toheooo he hed 
jtut thniet into hli oheek. A ftur looks of gray mingled 
with hie haïr, which weo itiU thiek end metted, while hîe 
hronaed foetoiee end detatmined g^enoe ennonnoed the old 
aaiior who hed hcmd the heet of the eqnetov end tfae 
étonne of the tiopioL " I think :foa heUed UMy Mede- 
molaelle Jolie t" aûd he. Penebn hed atiU pweoryed 
the habit of eaUing hie meetoi^e danghto " Mademojeelle 
Julie," and had neror heen aUe to oheoge the aame to 
Madame Herbaut. 

" Penelon," replied Julie, )?o nnd infonn M. Emmoniul 
of this gentleman'e ykit, while Maxim ilian oondaots hini 
to the salon." Then, turuiog to Monte Cristo^ " I hc^ 
you will permit me to leave yon fbr a iew minutes,** ooih 
tinued she, and wîthout awaiting any reply disappeared 
behind a olomp of tieoi^ and entend the hooee a ieteial 
alley. 

" T am sorry to sec,*' observed Mont» Tri^to to Monel^ 
" tliat I cause no small distiirbance in your liouse.'* 

Look tlioro," said Maximilian, laughing ; ** tbere is 
her huâband chaiî -'iTi:' his jacket for a coat. I aaaurs yoli 
that yoa aie weli kuown in the iioe Mesiay*" 
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** Your faiiiiiy appeaux to îiie a very happy OIIB ! " said 
the Cûunt, as if speaking to hiaiiielf. 

**0h, yes, I tusauro you, Monsieur the Coiint, thoy waiit 
nothiug tliat eau render them happy, They arc youug 
and cheerful ; they are tenderly attached to eaoh other ; 
and with. twenty-five thouaand liviet a yeai they fancy 
thoBsalvai aa rieh at the Boi!uehUd&" 

" Jvn and twenty thoaiand Umê k nol s large sum, 
lioweTer," repliad Monte Oiûto^ ivitb a tone lo tweat and 
gsntle that tfc went to MazimOian'a lieaxl like the Toioe of 
a ftther ; bot they will be content with tbat. Tour 
hrothm-îs-law îs a bairiater ; adoctorf" 

** Hi» waa a meidbant^ Honaknr the Connt^ and had 
w ce e o d o d to the bnaneea of mj poor ftiher. M. Moifel^ 
at hia death, lell fire hnndnd thonaand fiTiei^ whiéh me 
divided hetwaen mj aiater and myael^ for we ira» hia 
only ehOdien. Her hnahand, who when he œamed her 
had no other patrimony than hia noUe probity, hia fiia^ 
mte ability, and his spotless repukttiony wished to possess 
aa mnfih as his wife. He lahored and toiled ontil he had 
amasscd two hundred and fitty thonaand liviea ; aiz yea» 
sufficed to acbie?e this objeck Oh, I assure you, MonabttT 
the Connt» it was a touchlng spectacle to sco thèse young 
créatures, destined by their talents for bigher stations, toil^ 
ing together, and unwilling to change any of the customs 
of their patemal honso, takinj^ six y cars to acconipîiah that 
wiiieh innovaturs would liave etiectod in two or throo. 
Marseilles still resotinds with tlieir well-earned prai.scs. 
At last, one day Emmanuel came to his wife, who had jusfc 
finishcd raaking up tlio accnunts. 'Julie,' said he tu her, 
*Coclès has just given me the last rouleau of a hundred 
livres ; that complètes the two hundred and fifty thousand 
livres we had fixed as tho limita of our gains. Can you 
content youiself with the smaU fortune whioh we sliaU 
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possess for ihe future'? Listen to me. Our house trans- 
acts business to the amouiit of a million a year, from wliich 
%ve dérive an income of forty thousand livres. We can 
dispose of the business, if we i>lea.se, in an liour, for I havo 
received a letter from M. Delaunay, in winch he offers to 
purchase the gooti-wiil of the house, to unité it with his 
owu, for tlirco hundrcd tliousand livres. Adviso m© what 
î had better do.' ' Emmanuel,' returned my sister, * the 
houHB of Morrel can only bo carried on by a Morrel. Ts 
it not worth threc hundiud thousand livres to save our 
Êither's name from the chances of evil fortune and faiJ- 
ure 9 ' 'I thought so/ replied Ëmmeuiuel ; * bat I wished 
to haTO your adTÛew' ' Tliîs Is eonoMl : Ouraccountt 
an nade op and wt bills paid ; ail wa bava to do la to 
atop tha iaraa of aa j moceb aod doaa our ofioa.' Hiîa naa 
doua toata&tly. It waa tliiaa o^dook; aft a qnaitoc paal a 
meiobaiit pnaeatod himaalf to ioaiua iwo ahipa. Ttea 
ma a dmr profit of fiftaen thonaand liviea. * Mxmmm,* 
aaid EmmaDnel^ ' baye tha goodneas to addnM jounalf to 
11 Belaimay. Wo liava qoitted boamaae;' * How loi^ 
agot' inquiiad tlia astonubad marobaiiL 'A qvatter of 
an boor/ waa tba laply. And thia ia tba laaaon, Moor 
aiaur,** eontinned MaTimilian» " tbat my «afeer and biotb»- 
in-kw bave only twent^-fiva ibousaud Evrea a year.* 

Maximilian had scarcely finiabad bia atoiy, during 
wbiob tba oomifa heart had seamad rcady to bont^ 
when £mmannel ontered, having sneanwhile put on a 
bat and coat. He saluted tba oount with tiia air of 
a man who is aware of tha mok of his guest, then after 
having led Monte Cristo romid the little gardan, ba xa- 
turned to the house. A large Taae of Japan porcelain, 
filled vnih. flowcrs that impregnated the air with theîr 
perfume, stood in tlie salon. Julie, suitably dressed, and 
with bar bair coquettighlj acraugad (aba bad aooompliabad 
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thit htA in Imb thsa tan mmuteft), leoeived ifae ooimi on 
lub «ntrancft. Xhe aongs of Uie bîicls ww» li«ttd m an 
STÎaiy liAid — th» bnnohm of &Im ebony tiees and 
100e MMÎM Ibnuing tiie boflâœ of the Uae yelvet onr» 
taûuL BvoiTihîiig in tibia cbatsning vatxeaft^ fiom tho 
warUa of tiie biida to tha amila of tha miafcrooo, Inaathad 
tnnqnOliftj «nd npoaêi Tha eount had fait trom tha 
nomant ha «ntatad ihe honse the infloenca of thia hap- 
|nnae^ and* ha lamainad aQant and panaiva, ibigattlng that 
be was expected to recommence the conTraBation wbich 
had aeased after the fixât aalutatîons had becn exchanged. 
Ha peneived tha panse, and by a violent e£fort tearing 
himaalf trom hia reveiy, " Madame/' aaid he at langtb, ** I 
ptay yen to axonsa mj émotion, which mnst astonisb you 
wbo are accnatomed to the happineas I meet bere ; l t 
satisfaction upon a buman conntenance is so new a aight 
to me, that. I could nevar ba waaiy of looking at yoaisalf 
and your Imshand.** 

**"We arc indecd very happy, Monsieur," rcplieJ Julio ; 
"but we havc also known nnhappino^îs, and fcvv bave ever 
undergone more bittor sufTi^rings tlian ourselves." 

The couut's featiires now displayed an expression of 
curio»ity. 

** Oh, ail tins is a fiamily bistory, as Ch&teau-Eenand told 
you the othor day," observed Maxiinilian. " Tiiis humble 
picture vvould bave but littlo interost for you, accuatomed 
a.s you are to bebold th*- pleasures aud the luisfortunes of 
thtJ wcalthy and iUastriuus j but auch ûn we are we bave 
experienced bitter eorrows." 

** And Ood bas poured balm into your woundsy as ha 
does for ail tboaa who aia in afOictiont" aaid Monta (^iato^ 
inqniiingly. 

^Yaa^ Monriant tha Coimt,* latomad Jidia, ^tro 
my indead say be bas, for ba haa dona fbr na whal 
TOL» n» — M 
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Im doM fi» only liii elaofc^— be muI im «ne of Mt 

The ooDnt'ii elieeks beoame œeile^ and be eoni^ed se ee io 
heTe in ezeiue fi» pntting bis bandkerefaief to his moafh. 

" ThoM bom to woultli and wbo bave tbe nueiis of grati* 
fying every wish/' said Emmanuel, ** know not wbat is the 
xêal bappinew of lifi» ; just as tboae #bo bave been tossed 
on tbi etormy watera of tbe oc^n on a fbw ù&\\ planks 
0MI alone ostimate the value of a clear and senne skjr." 

Monte Cristo los^ and without making eny answer, — 
for the tremulousneas cî bis vmtx wonld have betrayed 
his émotion, — valked np and down tbe room with a 
alow nU*\). 

" Dur nKi^'iiilicenef niakes you smilo, Monsieur tLo Coun^' 
said Maxiniilian, wlio had followcd him with bis oyes. 

** No, 110," ivturiied Monte Cristo, very ])ale, and prcss- 
in<^ onc hand on bis heart to still its throbbings, while 
with the otlicr lie jwinted to a rrystal cover, beneath 
wliich a silkon purse lay on a black velvet cushîon. " I 
was wondering what could be the use of tliis purse which 
appoars to contaiii a paper at oue end, and at the other a 
lar^c diamond." 

"Monsieur tlie Count," rcplicd Ma.\iiui!ian, with au air 
of i^iavity, " thuâe are our moat preciuuâ family tre^sures." 

" The stoue seems very brilliant," answered tliô count. 

''Oh, my brother does not alludo to its vaine, althougb 
it bas been estimated al one bondied tbonauid liyiee ; be 
means thai tbe aiiieles oontained in tbis purse aie mémo* 
xîsis of tbe angel ol wfaom I spoke jost noir." 

''Thîa I do not ooraprehend ; and yet I mnj noi aak 
fi» an SKplanation, Ifedame," replied Monte CàtAo, hom* 
ing. Bsidon me^ I bad no intention of oommitting an 
indiseietion." 

" Indiscrétion t Ob, joa »ake ns b^»pj bj glTÎng ns 
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M ooeanon of expatiating on this mljeet. Did we intend 

to conceal the noble action this purse oommemorates, we 
ahould not expose it thas. Oh ! would we could relate it 
everywliere and to every onc ! so that the émotion of oai 
unknown bonefactor might reveal his prcsciico." 

"Ah, really ! " said Monto Criisto, lu a lialf-stifled voice. 

" Monsieur," returned Maxirailian, raising tho glass 
cover and respectfuUy kissing tlio silken purse, "this has 
touchod tiio hand of n iimn wlio savod m y fathcr from 
suicide, us from ruiii, uad our name from tihame and dis- 
grâce, — a man by whoae matchlesa benevolence we, poor 
children doomed to want and wretchedueas, can at présent 
hear every one Pîu yuig our bappy lot. This letter" (as 
he spoke, Maximiliun drow a letter from the puise and 
gave it to tbo count) — " tliii» letter wa^ wntten by hîm 
tlie d.iy ilïdi uiy father bad taken a desperate resolution, 
and this diamond was given by the generous unknown to 
my sister as her dowiy." Monte Cristo opened the letter 
«nd nad H with an i&diMribàble ftafing ût delîght It 
wai tho letter wiitten (m our leeda» kmw) to Jnlk^ 
«ad ligiied "Sinbad tlie SaOor." 

« UBknowii»yoa aay; la the maa who lendeied ymithia 
aMviee nnknowii to yont " 

**Yee ; we hftTe never had the bappineas of pieanng hia 
hand/' oontmoed Maximilfam. "We hâve anpplioated 
Heftfen in Tain to giant na tfaia fnût, but ail the affidr 
haa had a myakeriona diieetion wbioh we oannot oompi^ 
hend; ail haa baen golded hy a hand inviaifala hnt pow- 
aifbl aa that of an enehanter." 

''Oh f " cried Jnlie, " I bave not lost «U hope of some 
day kissing that hand aa I now kiss the pane which he 
bas toucbed. Four years ago Penelon was at Trieste^— * 
Penelon, Monneor tbo Count, is the old aailor wbom you 
aaw In the gaidan» and who fstm qnaitenaaater haa be- 
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601116 gudener, — Penelon, yrhm 1» iraa 64 Trieste, saw 
on the quay an Englishman wbo wbs <m tfae point of em- 

barking on board a yacht ; and be recognized him as the 
person who called on ray futlior on tho 5th of June, 1829, 
and who wroto me this lotter on the 5th of September. 
He felt couTinced of hÏA identité» but h» did not veatuie 
to addrcss him.** 

" An Englishman ! " said Monte Cristo, who grow uncasy 
ai the attention witli whioh Julie looked sA him» ** An 
Englislimau, y ou say î " 

" Yes,'* replied Maxiniilian, " an Englishman, who rep- 
resenttid hiniself as the confidential clerk of the houso of 
Thomson and Fronch, at Rome, It was this that iiiuJô 
me start when you suid the otlior day, at M. de Morcerf s, 
that Mc&ârs. Thomson and Freuch wcrc your bankers. 
That happened, as I told you, in 1829. For God's sake^ 
%àl me, did you know thia Englishman t " 

''But you t6ll 1B6| tko, fini tb6 boiiid flf Thomeon tnd 
Franch bave coii6ta]itl7 denifid lumxtg xendsRMl ytm tbk 
eervioet* 

«Tea.» 

"Then is it not probaUe fhafc tbia ^^g*"^™*" arnj 
be aome one wbo, giatafol ibr a kindnww your llitbflr 
bad abown bim, and wbiob he bÛDeélf bad fingottei^ 
bas taken tbis metbod of leqniting ibe .obligstiont" 

Eveiytbiiig ia possible on aucb an ooeasion, STen « 
nuiade." 

Wbat iras bis nsme t** aaked Honte Crisfto. 
" He gave no otbtf name," answeied Jntie» lookîng esni!- 
estly at the count, " tban tbat si tbe end of bis lettar,— • 
'Siubad theSailor.'" 

Wbiob ia evidently nofc bis leel nsnu^ bai a fiotifckNit 
«ne.** 

^len notioing fchat Julie vas sbnok with tbe eomid of 
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Us voioe, " Tell me," continued he, ** was he not about 
mj height, perhaps a litUe teller and slenderer, with bis 
neok confiued in a high cmvaty — closely buttoned and 
laced, and always carrying a pencil in his h and t ** 

" Oh, do you than know him t ciied JuUoi whOM ayes 
sparkled with joy. 

" No," retumed Monte Cristo, " I only guessed. I 
knew a Lord Wilmore^ who was constantlj doing aots of 
generoflity.'* 

"Without revealing liimseîfî" 
He was an ccceutric being, aad did not belioTO in tha 
existence of gi-atitude." 

"Oh, Heaveij !" exclaimed Julie, dasping her iiauds» 
**In whiit did lie believe, tben?" 

**IIe did not believe in it at the period when I kuew 
hijD," said Monte Cristo, tonchcd to the heart hy tho 
accents of Julie's voioe ; "but puihaps siuce tben he lias 
had proofd thut gratitude dues cxist." 

"And do you know^ tbis gentleman, Monsieur?* 
inquired ËmmanueL 

" Ob, if yoa do know him," oried Julie, "can you tell 
va whflie h» ts^ — wbere wa can flnd him? Maiimiltan, 
EnuDMiaéll if we do bat diaooTer him, he mmt bdiave 
in tho gratitude of the heaiil" 

Monte Cristo (bit tears slart into his eyes, and he i^gatn 
walked hastil j np and down the loom. 

'*In the name of HeaTenl" said Uazimilîan, *'if you 
know anything of him, tell ns wbat it ia.** 

''Alasl" eried Monte Cristo, striving to reprass his 
«notion. *'If Lord Wilmove was yonr unknown bene- 
iMstor, I fear yon will nevar sgain see him. I parted 
from him two yeais ago at Pslermo, aod he was then on 
the point of setttng ont for the roost remote régions ; so 
thafe I fear he will nerw letnni.* 



I 

1 
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" Oh, Monsieur, this is cruel of you," eûd Joliay miiQh 
affected ; and teara came into her eyes. 

*' Madame/' rc'plied Monte Cristo, gravely, and gazmg 
earnestly on the two liquid pearls tliat tricklcd down 
Julie'f? chefks, "had Lord "Wilmore seeu what I now see, 
lie woiîld beconie aLLaclj"d to îife, for the t^ars you slir'd 
wouid reconcile him to mankind and he held out his 
hand to Julie, w}]o gave him hera, cairied away bj the 
look and accent of the count. 

"But ihià Lord Wilmore," said she, clioging to the last 
hopo, "had a country, a l.iiuily, relatives, — in shurt, lie 
waa kuown to sonie one ? Guuld we not, then — * 

" Oh, make no iuquiries, Madame/', said the count ; 
''do not build chimerical hopes on tbat word of mine. 
No ; Lord Wilmoro la piob«Ûjr not tbe man whom you 
leek. He was my friend ; he bad no aeerafca ftom me, axul 
h» wonld bave eonflded tiik alao to me." 

" And be UAd you iiofbingt'* 

** Notbiiig." 

''Nem a woid wbîoh mîgbt lead j<m to aappoaa— 
« Neve».'* 

" And Tel you Inalaiitljr Bimed bim." 
"Ab^ in aaeb a eaae one aappoaaa — " 

"Sù^t, Sifltei;'' aaid Maximilian, oomlag to the oonnl^ 
aîd, " MoBiiettr la qnito rigbt. Roeoneot wbat onr exoel- 
lent ikther ao oftan told ua : ' It waa no Engliahman tbat , 
tbqsaaTed na.''' 

Monte Ciisto f^taiieiL What did joor fiither teil yon. 
If. Morrel ? " said he, eogerly. 

'*Mjr ùÀhist tliou^^bt that this action had been mimea* 
lonaly peiISMEmod ; he belieTod that a beneiactor had ariaen 
fVom the gmTe to aaTa na. OIi, it was a toucbing super- 
stition, MoDsiear; and although I did not myself believe 
it, I wonld not iior the wozld ha?e deatrojed my £itber*8 
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ÎBÀih in it, How often did he mnse oYer ît and pronounce 
ihe name of a dear friend, — a tneoâ kwt to him foiever ! 
and on his death-bed, vhen the near approach of eternity 
aeemed to have illumined his mind with eupematural 
light, this thought, which had uiitil then been but a 
doubt, bccame a conviction, an î his last W(nda wexe^ 
* Maxiiniliau, it wa3 Edmond Dantès!*** 

At thes« words tho coTint'î^ pnîrnoss, wliich had for somo 
time been incroasiiig, beaime alarming. He coiild iwt 
epcak ; ho looked at his watf^h lik^ h man who haa fur- 
gotten the time, eaid a few hurried words to Madame 
Herbaut, and pressing the hands of Emmanuel and Max- 
imilian, " Madame/* said he, " I trust you wiîl allow 
me to visit you from time to time ; I value your friend- 
ship and feel grateful to you for your welcorae, for thia is 
tlic lirst time for many year^ tliat I have thua yielded to 
my feelingâ;" and he hastily quitted the room. 

** This Count of Monte CrLsto is a aiiigular maa," aaid 
SSminaiiueL 

^TeB,"aiisv«nd MarimiHan, I feel aoiebeliia 
an «zeellant heait^ and tbat be likes m.*' 

'<Hia Toioe w«nl to mj heart»" obiemd Jtilîa; '*aiid 
two m thna timea I ftnoîad I bad beaid il belbie." 
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CHAPTER XXL 

PTR&HUS AXD THISBB. 

Near the middle of the F inhourg St. Honoré, and at tlie 
back of oiie of the moot distinguisbcd-looking uiansions îu 
this rich neighborhood, where the varions hotela vie with 
oach other for elegnnce of dusigu aud magnificence of con- 
struction, extended a hir^'o gardon, whose widoly-spreatl- 
in<^ chcstnut-tn^e^s raised tlieir heads above tbe walls, liigh 
and solid as those of a rani}iart, scattaring eacli spring 
a sbower of délicate pink and whitc blossoms iuto the 
large stone vaaes placed at equal distances upon the two 
square pilasten snpporting an iron gâte of the time of 
Looit This noble «ntmiiM^ howmi^ ncitwithstaiid- 
ing ite etrildiig appeamaee and the gneeM cfibet cf tlw 
genniimu planted in the two tises, aa they waved their 
wiegated leavee m the wind, and chumed the «ye witii 
their acarlet hloom, had IkHen into ntter diniBe bam th» 
period when the proprieton of the hokd (and nutny yeais 
bad olftp a e d nnoe tfaea) had oonfined tfaemaelTei to the 
pûOMB8i<Nii of ihe hotdt vitti its thickly-planted eontlTaid 
opening into the Fanbonig Si Honoré, and the garte 
ahnt in bj thia gate^ whioh foimeiiy oommnmoatod with 
a fine Idtdien-gaiden of abont an acte in «itont Bot tho 
démon ofapecoUtionbaTing dfawn aUne, — tbat is toaay» 
a fltrea^ ^at the extremitj of this garden, and the ati e ei 
baring t<eceiTed » name eren belbie ii was oompleted, it 
oceoned to the owner to aèQ the piden for a bnildii^ 
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on the Street, and make connection with that gnmd 
aitery of Pans called the Faubourg St Honorë. 

In matters of spéculation, however, man proposes, and 
moncy disposes. Tho nowly naraed street was nover fin- 
isbed; and tho purchaser of tho kitchcn-garden, having 
made complète payment, was uuable to find finy one will- 
ing to take bia bargain ofF his hand.s without a considér- 
able loss. Believing, however, that at sorae futui-e day be 
sbould obtain a sum for it that would repay liim not only 
for bb past outlay, but alëo tbe iutarest upon the capital 
locked up in bis ncw acquisition, be coutentcd bimself 
with letting the ground teraporarily some market-gar- 
deners, at a yearly rent of fivo liuiidiod livres, Thus, 
then, as alrcady stated, tho iron gato leading iiilo the 
kitcheu-garden had been closcd up and left to tbe rust, 
wbicb bade feir to destroy its hinges ère long, wbile to 
prevent the ignoble glanoes of tbe diggers and déWws of 
fhe ground ftom pxmmlng to waHy tbe aristociatie eiiolo> 
■ofe béloDgiiig to the hôtel» the gato in qveition had been 
iNWvded up to a height of nx ftet Trae^ tbe planks aie 
aot 80 doeely adjorted but (bat stolon Tiews may be ob- 
iatned between the» intentioeB} but that bonae ii ogidlj 
proper, and haa no &ar of îndlaeraet earioeîtj. 

In that gaiden» vheie tbe moet ohoUe and delîcato of 
frotta and Ti^getaÛea once naied their bead% a aeanlj eiop 
of looeme alone beaia erîdenoe of enltiTation. A amall, 
low door opemng on the piojeotod atml ghrea «itnnee to 
tbe eadoaed apace, which bas finaUy been abandoned on 
aeooont of ito aterility, and vhioh iat a week past instead 
of yielding one balf of one per cent on its cost, as it bad 
pievioiisly, yieilda notbiog at alL Towards tbe botel the 
éheatnut-trees we bave befoie mentioned liae bigb aboTO 
the wall, witbout in any way afleeting the giowth of other 
buciuiant ahinba and flowen that eagedy pien forwazd to 
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iill up tlie vacant spaoes, as thongh asserting their right to 
enjoy the boon of light and air also. At one conier, 
where tlio folini'p ia so thiok as alniost to shut out the day- 
light, a large aïone bench and sumlry nistic seats itidicsate 
thai tbifi sheltered spot is oither a y>lace of assemblage or 
a favoriti» retreat* of souie uihubiLuii uï the hôtel, wliîch is 
faintly discernible throiigh the dense uia&s of V( r-luic ihut 
partially conceals it, though situated buta lauidicd pacea 
oit In short, the cLoice of this mysterious retreat is 
abundautly justiiied by the absence of ail glare ; the cool, 
refreshing sbade ; the •ereuà it affoxda from the scorching 
raya of the stm, that find no mtmaoè then mn during 
flw ImniDg days af hottect mminer;, Um imrUiqg ot 
biidt ; and th» MdiuMMi ftom both tlw moiw of tba a te et t 
and tba Inutle of tha hoteL 

On the «vaning of ona of tlia waimait days apring had 
jti beslowad on tha inhaUtanta of Flui% nngbft ba aeen, 
nai^igentlj tbrown npon tba «iona banoib, a book, a pasa- 
aoly and a wofk*baak€l linni wbkh bong a pntlf 
braidoad oambiio bandkeiabiaf ; whOa al a Httk diattnca 
fnm tiM aitidifli wm a yoang wornan» ^"^"g ekaa ta 
tha inm gute, andeavoring to diaoeni aornetbing on tho 
otbar aida through the openings in the planks, while the 
aamartneas of her attitude and tlic fixed gMB with which 
riw aeamad (o aeek the object of her wiabet, proved hofw 
mncli her fef^lings were interested in the natter. At that 
instant, the Uttle aide door koding îtom the enoloama to 
the Street waa noiaeleaBly opened ; and a taU powerful 
young man, dresaed in a common gmy blouse and velvet 
cap, but who«« carefuîly arranged hair, beard, and mus- 
taches, ail of the riche.st and glossiest black, but ill ac- 
oorded with lus plebeian attire, after casting a rapid glance 
around him, in order to assure himself that he was unob- 
Bsrvedf enterud, and oarefuUj Glosing ftxtd securlng it a£ter 
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liim, ptooeeded witk & huxiied step toirards the iicon 
gâte. 

On seeing liiiu présent whom sbe had been expectingto 
8oe, thoiigli i>rijbably nnt in such a costume, the young 
girl started in terror, and wns aboufc fco iiiake a liasty 
retreat. But the young mau with the eye of lovo l)ad al- 
ready eeen through theopenings in the gâte the movement 
of tlie whito robe, and obsorved tho flutterin^^ of tlie blue 
stiiih iastened around tlie slendor waist of hia tair aeighbor. 
He sprang to the wall, and applyin^ his mouth to an open- 
mg, exclaimed, *' Fear nothiiig, Valentine ; it ia 1 1 " 

The young gûi drew near. *' Oh, Monsieur," she said, 
^whj haT6 yoa oome to>dij «o Utet It i« alnuMl tha 
dimm^bonr, «ad I bave lieeii oompélled to mnà» mj 
Qtinoat ■kill to grt lid of the îneew nt watobfaliiMB of 
mj «tepmothflr, m wéll as tho «apioDago of my maid, yrho 
so doabt ia omployed to feport aU I do and aay. Nor 
baa it ooat me a Ûttle tRmUe to fiée mjaolf fiom tho 
tranibloaoïne ao<nety of my Inotiier^ uoder pietenoe of oom» 
îng hîther to woik undiâtnrbed at my embnidoiy, whieh 
I te wîU not aûon he finiahed* So exente yoonelf aa 
wdl aa yoQ eau for haviiig made me wait ; and afltr tbat 
tell me why I aee yen in ao aingolar a dmai» whkh almoat 
prarented my leeognizing you.^ 

" Dear Valentine,'* said tlie yonog man, " you aie ao 
far beyond my love ibat I daie not speak of it to you ; 
and yet every time I see you I want to tell you that I 
adore you, so that the echo of my own troida k tweet in 
my heait wben I am no longer with you. Now I thank 
you for your reproaches ; they are altog^er charmîng, for 
they show me, I don*t dare to aay that you awaited me, 
but that you thought of me. You wish to knovr the cause 
of niy delaj' and tho reason of ray disq^uiso ; I •wilî expia in, 
and I hope that you vrill pardon. I hava chosen a tiade»" 
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^ A tad6 1 Oh, MaximîHui, hovr can yon j«tt «1 « tiiM 

wben'we baire Mich deep (muse for uneasineas !" 

" Heaven keep me from jesting with that which is ht 
dearer to me than life iteelf I But listen to me, Valenttna^ 
and I will tell you ail about it Tired oui with ranging 
fields aud scaling ^nlh, nnd seriously alarmed ai the idea 
suggested by yoursclf, that if T shntild bo oaiif,'ht hovering 
abuut hcro your father wonld very likely have rao sent to 
prison as a thîff, — whicb avouM taint the lionor of the 
eiitire Freiich army, — and dmiding no leSvS the surpris© 
that mip:bt bc occasionod hy tho .siglit of a captain of 
Spahis liovering titemally about this spot where there is 
iioither a citadul to besie^e nor a stockade to défend, — I 
have bi i orne a gardexier, and have adopied the costume oC 
my calling." 

** What nonsens© vou talk, Maximiliaii ! 

**0n the contrary, it is, I believe, the wiseât action of 
my life, for it aifords us every security." 

beseech of you, Maximilian, to tell me what you 
mean.'* 

Simply, that liaviog «aotrtaitied tiwl flw piew oT 
ground on wbieh I rtuid waf to kt^ I inado applkitioii 
for iX, WM readily ptcd by the proprielor, and am aow 
master of this fine erop of Inoernel XÎiink of tbat» Valeii* 
tine ! Then ia nothing now to prevent m j building mj* 
adf a litUe hnt on mj plantation, and leaiding not twent j 
jaida fiom yon. Imagine mjhappineas I I oan acwealy^ 
contain myaélll Do yon nndentand, Valantiae, that anéh 
thînga can be paid fort Impoanble, tait not 1 Well^aB 
that happineea, aU that oomfbvt» ail that joj, Ibr whidh I 
wonld bave given ton years of my lifi^ ooat mo— gnaaa 
bow mnchl — five hundred Uyrea p«r year, payable qoas- 
teriyl Henceforth we ha^ nothing to fear. I am on 
my own ground, and baTa an nndonbted aght to pbee n 
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ladder against the wall, and to look orer whMi I please; 
and I may tell yon that I love you, witfaout &ar of being 
takoa ofF by the potioe^^imleea, îndaed, it olIiBindg yonr 
prida to lîstân to piofeedonsof km from tfae lipa of apoor 
woïkiiig-inaii, ekd in a Uoaae and oap.** 

A iiint eiy of misgïed pleasute and mtrpanaa eaeiqped 
firom tlie lîpa of Yalantinfl^ who alnuMt initantlj aaid î& a 
. nddened tone^ as thongh some envioiia ebnd dadroned tbe 
joy which lUmnined her haail^ AUa^ no, Haximilian ! thxs 
most aot bc^ for many leasons I We ahotild pteatmid too 
maoh on onr own stzengfeh, and lîke oiheis perhaps be led 
astny by onr Uind confidence in each oftbei'B pradeoM." 

''How ean you for an instant entorftaîn so nnworthy 
a tbought, dear Yalentinel Hâve I not, ftom the fist 
blessed bour of onr aoqiiaintance, scbooled ail my words 
aod actions to yonr sentiments and ideasi And you havc^ 
I am snre, tbe follest confidence in my bonor. When you 
spoke to me of yonr experiencing a vague and indefinite 
sensé of coming danger, I placed myself devotedly at your 
service, asking no other reward than the pleasure of being 
nscful to you ; and hâve I ever since by word or look 
giveu you cause of regret for haviiig selected me from 
among those who would williugly hfivo sacrificed their 
lives for you ] You told me, my dear Valontine, that 
you werc engagcd to M. d'Épinay; and that yonr father 
was resolved upon complcting the match ; and that from 
bis w iU. there was no appeal, as M. do Yiîlefort was never 
kiiijwn to change a détermination onco formed. Well, I 
kept myself in tlio background, awuiting, not my own rés- 
olution nor yours, but the ordering of Providence. And 
meanwhilo you love me ; you bavo had pity on me and 
avowcd it. i tliank you for that sweet word ; I ask only 
that you wiU repeat it from time to time, — it will enable 
me to forget everything elae." 
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" Ah, Maximilian, tliat ia thc very thing that makes 
you so bold, and which renders me at once so happy and 
tmhappy tbat I frequently aak myself which is to be psi»- 
femd, — tho nnbappineas oooMÎa&ttd by ths hinihiiMi of 
nxy iitepmotber, Mid her bUnd pnféieiMe ha own 
ohild» or tlie happineit ftall of danger wMoh I in 
•eeiiig yoa." 

" Danger I ** «ried MiiTÎmllîin ; " ean yoa «lm % woid 
fo bttd and ao ugnil t la ift powlbla to find a mon 8ab> 
Buaiiva «lave than myielfl Ton hm pemiitted ma to 
aoDTene wîtli 700 fnm titne to Un% Yaleoime^ Irai fi»- 
biddMkmj av«r fikUowÎDg you in jour walks or dsewhffa; 
I bava obeyad. iJid ainoa I iomoà meana to entor tfaia 
andoaora, to talk witb yoa tbion^ ibia doo^ to ba doaa 
to jon wilboiii aeaing jou, ïmre I eTor aoQglit to toaoh 
aven the bem of jour robe tbrougb tiieaa openingat Hâve 
I ever attemptod to throw down thif waU, <— an obatooto 
ao trivial to mjyottth and myateengtbt I have neTer 
complained of jour réserve, never expresaed a désire. I 
bave held to my promise like a knight of the olden tinMi 
Oom«^ admit ao mnob al least^ tbal I may sot think yon 
ugnat." 

" It is true," said Valentine, passing through a small 

opening in the planks the end of ono of her délicate fingers, 
to wliicli Maximilian pressed his lips, — " it is true. You 
are au honorable friend • hnt -till you aeted froin motives of 
eelf int créât, my dear Maximilian, for you well knew that 
frnm il 10 moment in which you had manifested an opposite 
spirit ail would liavo been ended between us. You prora- 
ised to bestow on me the frit^ndly affection of a brother, — 
on me, who have no friand but yourself upon earth, who 
am neglected and forgotten by niy father, han^sscd and 
persecut-(Hl by mv sti>{unot.her, and left to tlie aole com- 
pauionship of a puruly^ced aud kipeecLless old man, whuâu 



Digitized by Google 



PVBAMUS AND THISBB. 



S67 



ipli]MOnd hand eaa no longer pnaB tnfiM^ wboee eye «loii» 
conyMiei with me, «id ▼hoeo heart doubtless retaiiiB 
fog me some fingering wannth. Oh, how bitter a fate 
if miiM^ to MTYe eiiher as a victim or an anemy to ail 
who aie atronger than myaaU^ while my only friend and 
aappoifter ia bat a living ooipaa I Indeed, Maiiinilian, I 
am Tery irti^erable, and yoa aie zight to loTO me for my 
aake and not jour own." 

" Valcnline," replicd tho young man, dceply affectod, 
'* 1 wiil not say you are ail I love in thr^ vrorld, for I dearly 
prize my sister and brother-in-law ; Imi my affection for 
them is calm and tranciuil, in no manner resembling that 
I feel for you. At tlio mere thougbt of you my heart 
beats more ([uickly, my blood flows with increased rapidity 
tbrough my veins, and my bivast heaves wilh tumultuoiis 
rmotions ; but I solemnly promise you to restrain ail thiâ 
ardor, this fcrvor and intensity of feeliug, until you youp- 
self shall require mo to rouder thom availablo in serving or 
assisting you. M. Franz is not expected to retura home for 
a year tu cuine, I am told , in that time many favorable and 
nnforeseen clianceo may befriend us. Let us, then, hopo 
for the beat, — hope is so sweet a comforter. Mean while, 
Yalentind, while reproaching me with selfishness, think a 
littld of wbal you hm hoai to me, — the beautiM and 
oold afeaftne of modaak Temia. In letam îta fhat doTo- 
tioo* tliat oMiaaoe, Chat leatraiiit» what baye you prom- 
iaed me, — yoat Nothing. Whai bave yen gianted mal 
Yeiy little^ Yoa teU me of M. Fuaa d'Epinay, your be- 
tntbed lover; and yoa ahiiiik ftom tbe idea of being hia 
irifk TeU m% Yalentine^ ia tbeie nottiing ébe in jwu 
baartt Wbaftl I pladga my life to yoo, I (^ve yoa my 
aonl, I dévote to yon even the li^teat polaation of my 
baait. And when I am thna wbolly yoa» ; wben I aay 
to mjadf that I diaU die if I loe» yoi^--- yoii| yoa do not 



S68 



THS GOUIIT OF MONTS GBISIO. 



ahudder with fright at the bare thought of belongmg to an- 
otber I Oh, Yalentîue, Talentine I if I wera in jour place, 
if I knew myaelf loved as you are nu» fini I love you, a 
bondnd timet at létal akould I hm poooad mj haiid b»- 
tween theae iionliaiit andaaid to poor Maximilian, * Yours, 
youn only, Maximilian, in thia woild aad tlio next T ** 

VaJentine made no reply ; bat her lover oonld plaînlj 
hear her aoba and teais. A npM obange took plaoa in 
tbe young man'a fedinga. Oh, Yalentina^ Yalentine I " 
fae exclaimed, ** foiget my woida if tlieie ia anytbîqg in 
tbem to gîve yon pain." 

M No/' ahe aaid, **yoa ara ri^t ; but do yon not aaa 
tbat I am a poor creatme, at home ahandoned alnuMt aa a 
atnnger, — for my &tber ia almoat a stranger to me, — 
whose will, silice I was tcn jmm old, bas been broken 
day bj day, hour by hour, minute by minute, by tbe iion 
will of tlio.^ by whom I am oppr^sed 1 No one kaoïva 
what I suffor, and I bave not spoken of it except to yOQ. 
Outwaidly, and in the eyes ol tbe world, ail goea weQ 
with me, eveiy one ia kind to me ; but in iact every one 
ia my enfmy. Tbe gênerai remark ia, * Oh, it caimot be 
cxpected that ono of se stern a character as ^^. (io Villefort 
could lavish tho ttiulcrnoss mmo fatliers do on tlioir dftugh- 
tere, butshe bas had the lmj)]nnc'ss to lind a second mother 
in Madamo de Villefort.' The world, however, is mis- 
tak(MT ; niy fat lier abamlons me from uttor indifférence, 
while my stepmotlier detots lue with a hatred the moro 
terrible as it is vt'il.'d lu noath a continuai sinile.** 

" Hato you ! you, Valentine ! " exclaimed the youDg 
mau ; ** how is it poi^sil)!© for any one to do that ] " 

" Alas I " said V alentine, " I ani oblîged to own tliat 
my stepmother's aversion to nie arho^ from a very natu- 
rol source, — her overweemng love for ber own dùld, my 
brotber Édouard.** 



Oigitized 



FTBÂlfUB AND TB18BB. 369 

' *< How is that r' 

** How is it 1 It seeras strange to me to speak of moncy 
matters in a conversation wilh you ; but, my friend, I think 
her hatred towardB me springs from that source. She has 
DO fortune ; while I am already rich, as heiress to my 
mothe^ and my posBoadona will be doabled by tihe vetltli 
of HènaiiMir and Madame de Séiut-lCénai» n^iiolk wfll 
Bome day to me. Well, I think that ahe is envioua. 
Oh, my Ood I if I conld only gîve to her the half of that 
Ibrtime and find myeelf in the home of M. de YiBefort 
as a danghftet in the honee of her ftAhm, I wonld ceitainly 
do it withont heritation." 

"Fdor Talentine!'* 

**! ieem to mjeelf as thon^^ living a lilé of bondsge, 
yet at the aame time am so consdoos of weakneas that I 
fear to 1»eak the nstraint in whioh I am held» lest I 611 
ntteiij poweiiesi and helpleas. Then, too, my &ther is 
not a persoQ whose oïden may he infinngt d with impn* 
nity« He is poweifùl against me ; he would be powerful 
against yon, evnn against the king^ — pvotected as he is 
1^ an irreproacbable past and by a position almoet im- 
pregnable. Oh, Majjmilian I I assure yon if I do not 
stmggle, it is becaose you also, as well ss I, woald be 
oTerwholmed in that struggle." 

" B it ^hy, Yalentioe, do you despair^ and legaid the 
foture w'dh drpad?" 

" Ah, my friond ! bocanso I judgo it from tho past." 

" Stil], consider that although I may not bc, strictly 
speaking, what is termeil an illustrious match for you, 
I ara for many reasons not altogethor so much "h^rirath 
your alliance. The days whim such distinctions were so 
niceiy weighed and considered no longer exist in Franco | 
and the first familics of the monarchy have intermarried 
with thoso of the empure. The ariâtocrdcy of the lance has 

TOL. IL — M 
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allied itaelf with the nobility of the cannon. Well, I 
beloDg to the latter class ; I have a promising future in 
the anny ; I posscsa a fortnnr; limited but mdepemîent ; 
and my father's memory is revercd in oar country as 
that of a most honorable merchaut. I say our coun- 
try, V.ilentine, because yoa weie bom not £ur bom 
Marseiiies." 

" iS^amu uut MarseiJlcs, I bisdecch you, Mnxiinilian ; 
that one word bringe back my mother t<o iny rccuJlection, 
— my angel mother, ^vho died too soon for myself and 
for ail who kiww her, but whn, after watching over her 
child during a brief period in this woiM, now, I hope at 
laast, contemplâtes lier with pitying tenderuess from those 
realms of bliss to which bor pure spirit bas flown. Ab, 
were she stiU liviug, we need fear notbing, Ifaximilian, 
fat I woold oonfide onr lore (o her, and ib» nonU M 
tnd inoteci vi/* 

Ihing I abonld wm bm haà tlie happincai of knowîng 
jcdL Ton woold then liftTe been too bappy ; and Viknp 
tbio bappy woold bave vqgaidod bm diadaialhi]/ ftom tbe 
bfigbt of ber gnmdour.' 

'^n k 70a wbo aïo ooldndy^aj, «ad oi^ori^ teiv 
now, Maximilkn,** onod TakntiiM; '*b<tfc ib»» ii on» 
fbing I widi to know." 

^ And wbat ia tbit," inquiiod tbo joug man, pemiv* 
ing fbat Yakotbo btiilalsd and •eenod al « lo« bow ta 
piooeed. 

" TeU w, Maximiliaii, wbefeber in foimer daya, at Mai^ 
■bDIm^ tboM «Ter exieted anj miaondoiitanding botWMA 

youT fatber and minât" 

** Not that I am awarc of,** repUad tba 70011g mn ; 
" nnless, indeed, eome ill-feeling nigbt bave aiisen fîrom 
tbair baingof oppotito partiel^» joor fiitte beÎQg^ as 70» 
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know, a zealous partisan of the Bourbous, whilo mine ^v^\.'i 
whoUy devoted to the emperor. There could not have 
been any other iit^Vrence between them. But wliy that 
question, Valentine i 

"I "will tell you," replied the young giri, "for it is V)ut 
right that you should know ail. Then I must begm by 
referring to the day when your bdng made an officer of 
tlie Légion of Honor was publiely annoonced in the papcrs. 
We were ail sitting in the apartment of my grandluLber, 
M. Noirtier. M. Danglars was there also ; you recollect M. 
Danglars, do you not, Maximilian 1 — the banker, whose 
horses ran away with niy stepmotlier and liMle brotiier, 
and very neady kiUed tbem. Wbile the lett of tbe oom- 
panj wevB disomsiiig tho approaching marriage of Made* 
moiaelle Danglars, I ma ooenpied in feading the paper 
aknid to my gnad&ther; but when I came to the pai»- • 
graph oonoeming yen, althongh I had done notbing elae 
bot read it orer to myieif aU the moniixig (yoa know yoa 
had told me aU about it the pieyiona evening)» I fSdt m 
happj, and yet ao netrona, at the idea of pranonnoiiig 
yoni béloved name alond and befoie ao many peopli^ that 
I naUy think I ahonld hare paiod it oTer bat fnr the 
ftar that my so doing might oeate aoapioiona aa to the 
cause of my silence. So I summoned up ail my oonzage^ 
and read ît as firmly and steadiily aa I oonld." 
DearVaientinet" 

Well, as soon as my father caught tbe Sound of yoor 
name he tozned round qnite hastily. I waa so certain — > 
you see how liodi^ I am — that eveiy one had been 
struck by your name as by a thunderbolt that I thought 
I saw my father give a start, and even M. DaQglan» too» 
— though that of coîir=A ^vas an illusion. 

" 'Morrel ! ^lorrei ! ' crie l niy father, 'stop a bit ; ' then, 
knitiing bis biows into a decp icown, be added, * Cm that 
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ho oiif cf tbe Morrcls of Maraeiiles, — those ftiriooi Bo» 
lia|jartisU who gave us so much trouble in 1815 1* 

**I faiicy/ replied M. Danglars, ' tliat tîie individual 
allud^ to in the journal Mademoiselle is reading is the 
son of that former sbip-owiïcr.* ** 

" Indeed ! " answertHl Maxiuiiiiua ; and what said jour 
father then, Valentine t " 

** Oh, such a dreadful thing I darc net rcpeat it." 

" Tell it, nevertheless," said the young man, smilin^ 

" ' Ab/ continaed mj fiOher, still frowning, * theii idol- 
îmd foipeior txetted tben inftduMii Ûiêj dmoffed ; h» 
«ned tbam *'food fou eumon,'* whîéh vm ineoisely ail 
ih^ wen good Ibr. And I un ddighted lo see tbafc fbe 
p w î o i i t OoTonufient » vigoioiisly appljing tiiit nihitair 
ptinciiile. Thongh it éhonld kMp Algios ûnly fer that 
purpose, I wonld coQgmtiiIate the €k>T«nuD€Di^ msi tfaoagh 
thai poHej be €0«ây.' " 

''Hio sentimeiita «zpvassed w«Ke somowliai vnlaéliiii^'' 
nid MftTÎmillim ; «*bat do not Unsh, deir fimd, «t tfaat 
gpe och of H. de Villefort^ for I oen aime 70a thai 
hithm mm not beMnd jtm in the heat of hk polîtâeal 
ezpreaaioiia. 'Why/ said he^ 'doea aot the emperor, ndio* 
doca 00 many fine things, form a régiment of jadgea and 
lawyers nn ! send them alwap to the front of battlet' 
Yen aae» Valentiiie^ that for mildness of tbought aud pio- 
toiasqueneiB of eiprsanon there is not much choice be- 
^een the two partial. Bot what «aid M. Dang^aa to 
thia boni of parler ipint oa the part of the j w wmwr 
du roif** 

" Oh, ho laughed, and in that sinister way peculiar to 
him and which to me socnis ferocious ; and a mompTit later 
they got up an(i wpiit cit Then for the first time I ob- 
BPrved the ncitr\tion "f niy ^^randfather; and T mw^i telî tou 
I am the ouljr panon capable of diaceruiiig 
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I 

«molioii ic that poor paialytio, I suspected that iha oon- | 
TersatioD that bad been camed on in bis présence (for no 

one pays attention to bim, poor man) bad made a strong | 

impression on liis mind, — for natiirnlîy eiiougli it must have i 
painerl him to lioar the emperor ho so devotctlly loved and ' 
SOTved spoken of in that depreciating manner." 

"Tbe name of M. Noirtier/* said Maximilian, " is one 1 
of the colebratcd names of the empire, lio wa» a states- 
man of hi^h «tanding ; and I know not ^vh(:the^ you are 
aware, Vaknliiie, ihat he tooka leadiug part in evory Bona- 
pnrt ist conspiracy set on foot during the leetoiation of tho 
Bourbons." 

** Oh, l have often heard whispers of things tliat scem 
to me most strange, — the father a Bouapartist, the 
son a Roy.iliit ; what can have been tlie reason of so 
singular a differenct; iu p.uties and politics î But to ré- 
sume my story : I turncd towards my grandfatber, as 
tbough to question him as to the cause of bis emotioxi ; 
ha looked expressively at the newspaper I had been nad- 
ingi *What la the matter, dear grandfathert* eaid I. 

* An jon pleaaad V He gave me a sign in the affinnatire. 

* With vhat my fither eaid Joat nowt* He letumed a 
aign in the neg^ive. ' Perhape yon liked what M. Ban- 
glais nmaïkadt* Another aign in the native. 'Oh^ 
then, yon weie glad to hear that 11 Monel' (I daied not 
aay Maximilian) 'haa been made an officerof the I^eglonof 
Honort* Heaîgiilfiedaasent. Oxdy think of the poor old 
man'a being pleaied that you, a atnnger to him, had been 
made an offleer of the légion of Honofr 1 Peifai^ thoogh, 
it waa foolishness on hia part^ for he is falling^ they say, 
into a second childhoodl bnt I love him better for that 
aign of aasent.** 

"How singular," murmured MazimiliaOi "that yottr 
ftther ahooid appaxently hate the ywj mention of my 
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tidnfls tn tben Mitim lovw and bttndtl" 
<<Hiubt'' edad YahiiftiiMb Middflailj, "««odomI 7001- 

Mlft Go» go 1 Some one ooaiM I " 
ifkirfwitiîa» loftpfi^ g| 0119 ^y^yi^n^j lato liisonp of l^ w^ t nii^ 

whioh ho coniBMwed puUiqg np in llio moat pâtiliMi 
maniwr, nndet tho psetext of bong ooeapied in weod- 
îng il 

MidomdMUol ModndtéDoI" fifMTn*^ « raDo 
fram beliiad tho tmi» ''Madame k — in jeu 
oTVTwbme ; ibaio aie visito» in (bo diawing-iooiB.'* 
** y isitors I ** inqdnd Yaleatiiu^ ameii agîtatod» wbo 

aietheyr' 

" A great lord, a piinot^ at tiMJ tdl IM^—M. lo Coato 

de Monte Griflto." 

" I will oomo directly,** said Yalentine, aloud. 

Tliû name caused an electrie shock to the individual on 
the other aide of the iron gatc, on whose ear the " I will 
corne!" of Yalen t ino aouiuied tbo partiog kneii of atl tboBf 
intonicws. 

" iS'ow, tlicn," said Maximilian, leaning thoughtfully ou 
his spade, how docs it happen that the CouAt of MiQttto 
Ciùto i» aoquaiated with M. ds Yiileiort 1 ** 
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CHAPTER XXH 

TOXIOOLOOT. 

It was really the Connt of Monte Cristo who had just 
arrived at Madame de Villefort's for the piirpose of retum- 
ing the visit of the procureur du roi ; and at this name, as 
nmy be easily imagincd, the whole house was in confusion. 
Madame de Villefort, who was alone in her drawing-roora 
when the count was announced, desired that her son migbt 
be bronght thither instantly to renew his thanks to the 
oount ; and Édonaid, who had heard this great persouage 
«pokan of QnoeHiQgly the krt two dajt mada ail poaaible 
haate to aoma to him, — not in obadianea to hiamotliar, aor 
ftom anj ftating of giatîtiida to tha oount» but ftom abaer 
eariosity, and tbat ha miigbt maka aoma tanatk by lialp 
of vhioh ha might find an opportunity ibr aaying ona ii 
tboaa amall partnaaaaa whiah mada hia mothar aaj, ^'Oh, 
that «ad ehîldl hot piay axooaa him, ko ia laaUj to 

Aftor tha fiist onatomaij «ÎTÎUtiM^ tba oonnt in^nind 
afiar M. de VilleforL 

<' Mj hnaband dinaa with tba ohanodlor," lepliad tha 
yomg trifb^ " He has just gone ; and I am soie ba wiU 
mnab regret having lost the pleaBnre of seeii^ you." 

Two viaitoTs vfho were there when the count arrived, 
baving gazed at him with ail theii eye% letiied after that 
imsonable delay lequired both by politeness and curiosity. 

" Ah l what is your sister Valent! ne doing I " inquired 
Madame da Villafintof Édonaidi <*t«Uaoraa ona to bid 
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1i«r oome hère, that I mtj lunr» the konor of pwwitîng 

lier to the coant" 

"Tou h«n a daughter, theii, Madame!** inqnind the 
ooimt ; " very young, I présume î '* 

"The daughter of M. de Villefort," replied the yoong 
wiff. "by hia firet marriage, — a fine well-grown girl." 

" But melancholy," intemipted Master Édoimrd, snatch- 
ing the fenthcrs ont of the tail of n spleiidid paroqnet 
that was .screaiiiin;,' od its gilded poroh, in ordor to Jiiake 
a plume for his hat. Madame de Villefort mcrely cricd, 
" Silence, Edouard ! " S!ie then added, " This yoiuig mad- 
cap is, however, wry iiearly right, and nierely re-echoes 
whôt he haâ heard me say with pain a hundred times ; 
for Mademoiselle de Villefort is, in spite of ail we can do 
to rouse her, of a melancholy disposition and taciturn 
habit wliieh frequently injure the effect of her beauty. 
But she duea uot corne, Edouard ; go aud ascertain the 
rcason." 

" Because they are hx)kî]ig fixr her whevt the is not to 
be found." 

" And whaie tre they looking Ibr heti** 

*< With Qiandpapa Noirtier.'' 

^ And do yon think «he îs not therel " 
No^ no^ no, no, no, she îi noi theiel '* leplled iàomtd, 
•iuging his wotda. 

" And wheie ii ehie^ then t If 70a know, wlgr àm*i 
yoateUt* 

"She ia nnder the gtmk dMetniiMn^** lepKed the 
apoiled child, as he gare, in spite of his aoâiei^a criei^ 
live iiee to the panot, who appeaied to féliah that lorl 
of game. Madame de Villefint ttietohed ont her hand 
to xing» întending to direct her iraitingmaid to the spot 
where she would find Yalentine^ when the young lady 
henelf entersd the ioobl She apfwaied rnneh dqjeoted ; 
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and anj penon wHo oonndeied her aftteniÎTely might haye 
obearved thé tiacM of tean in her eyca. 

Yalentitie^ wbom we bare in the laiâd nuumh of oor 
nanatîve pietented to onr leaden withont foroially intro- 
daeiag ber^ was a tall and giaoefol giil of ninetoen yaan 
of âge, wHh liright cheatnnt hairi deep Une eyesi and that 
languishing air so foU of distinofeion whîoh chaneterind 
bar mother. Her white and dender fingen^ ber pearlj 
neok, ber cheeka tînted with varying bnea^ gare ber at tbe 
fiiat TÎev tbe aspaci of one of tboae lorélj EngUafawomeii 
wbo bave been ao poetieaUy eompared in tbeir manner to 
a awan admîiing itsell Sbe enterad tbe loom, and aaeîng 
near ber afcepmoiher the étranger of wbom abe bad aheady 
beatd ao mncb, aalnted him witbont any girliab awkwazd- 
ness, or eveu b>wa>ing ber eyes, and with a gcaoe that 
redoubled the coont'a attention. He loee to retum the 
aalutatioD. 

" Mademoiselle de Yillefort» my stepdaugliter," aaid 
Madame de Yillefoit to Monte Crûto^ laaning back on 

ber sofa anrl raotionîng towards Valentine with her hand. 

"And M. le Comte de Monte Cristo, King of China, 
Emperor of Cochin-Chinay" aaid the young imp^ looking 
alyly towards 1ns sister. 

Madame de Villcfort at this really did turn pale, and 
was very n^arlv angry with this household plague who 
answered to the name of Édouard ; but tho count on the 
contrary smilcd, and appearcd to look at tho boy com- 
pkcently, whieh caused the maternai heart to boond again 
with joy and cuthusiasm. 

**But, Madame," replied the count, continning the 
conversation, and looking by turus at Madamo de Ville- 
fort and Valentine, "bave I net already had tho honor 
of meeting you and Mademoiselle 1 The idea occurred 
to me a moment since, and as Mademoiselle entered 



the sight of her was au additional ray of light tbrown oa 
a confused remembmiice ; excuse me the word." 

I do not tliink it Hkely, Monsieur ; Madcmoisolle de 
Villefort is not vuiy fon<l of society, aad we very seldom 
go out,"said the young wife. 

" Tben it was not in society that I met with Mademoi- 
selle and yourael^ Madame, and this charming little 
CiUow. BeadMb tito RoMaii woild it «itinly mknown 
to mt, for, M I bdim I tokl you, I havt hmi in Puis 
bol very few days. No; but perhaps yoa wlll pcimil 
me lo oaU to mlnd*— itay I " Tha oount plaeed hia baad 
on hia Inow m if to «oUeot lûa tiuraghti. No^ii mm 
iomawhem— ftwayfron lMra«^it hm— I do not kaow 
— biilit appea» thrt thii vaoollMtioa la conneetad with m 
3ov«ly Aj and iome laligunia llfca. KadêmoiaeUa ma 
hdding Ilowan in Inr ka&d $ tboobild wta ebaaiiig a bean- 
tiflil peaoook in a gudan ; and you, Madama^ wwa nadw 
Ihe trallîtof loiiM «bor. Pla.7 ooma to mj M, MAdama; 
do soi tbaie dranmitaiiMi bring to ycm nind aom 
leminîscences 1 " 

No, indeed," leplied Madame de YiUefort ; '^vuàjét 
it appoani to me, Monneur, tbat if I bad met you any- 
wbera the neolleotioii of jon iniul bara baon impctntod 
on my memory.** 

** Perhape Montieiir tba Coant aftw m in Ittlj," MÎd 
Yalentine, timidly. 

" Yea, in Italy, — it was in Italy most probably," n- 
plicd Monte Cristo ; ''yoa ba?a tmTeUad than in Italj, 
Mademoisello ? " 

" YeH ; Madame and I were thoro two yoars ago. Tho 
doctors wiT© afmid for my lungs, and proscribod tbe air ai 
Naph'S. We wont by Bi<I<>l'ti:i, Perusa^ and Home.*' 

" Ah, yt'8 ; tnw, "M iilfiu >i<=!ol1f!," exclairaed Mo-nto 
Cristo^ as if tbis simple uidicalion was suâicieiit to deter- 
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ma» his feooIlBfltioo* ''It mm at PeiWA oa the âttf of 
tiie Fête-Dieu, in the geiden of the UOtol dee Poelee, that 
dumee bionght m togetlmv — yon, Madame de Villefoiti 
jour mm, HademoiaéUe^ and mjaelf; I 
having had the hoiuw cl meeting yen.'* 

**! peifeetlj vell lemember Penua» Monaieiuv and flie 
Hdtel des Posfeea and the fite to whieh yoa alliidey" eaîd 
Madame de ViUefoift ; "bat in vain do I tax my memoiyt 
of whose treachery I am nyiiamed, for I really do not recall 
to mind that I e¥er hàd the pleastire of seeing you before.*' 

" It 18 strange ; but neither do I recollect meeting with 
yon," obaerved Yalentiae» laising her heantiM eyea to the 
count. 

" But I remember it," said Édouard. 

" I will assist your raemory, Madame/' continued the 
count. " The day had been buniing hot ; you were wait- 
ing for horscs, which were d^ layed in conséquence of 
the festival. Mademoiselle was walking in the shade of 
the gaideo, and yoor son di^appeared in pursuit of tbe 
hird" 

" And I caught it, Marama, don't you rememiierî" said 
Édouard, "aud I pulled threo feathers from its taiî." 

** You, Madame, remained under the ar])or forraed by 
the vine ; do you not remember that while you wero 
aeatôd on a stone bench, and while, as I told you, Ma- 
demoiselle de Villefort and your young son were absent, 
you converaed for a considerahli; timo with somebody î" 

** Yes, — in truth, yes," answered the young wife, turning 
very red, " I do remember conversing with a man wrapped 
in a long wodUen mantle ; he wae a médical man, I 
think.*' 

"Praeisely so, Madame ; that man waa myaelt Por a 
foitnight I had been ai Âat hptel, dnring whiéh period 
I had oofed my fmUi dê ekÊÊÊÎbn of a ivm and my kadr 
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lord of the jaiindice ; 80 iliat I liad really acquircd a répu- 
tation M a skiJful physiciao. We talked a long time, 
Mftdimfl^ of dilIbnBt sabjeotoy — «f Perugino, of Kaphael, 
of maimeii^ ccMtamfley of the fiuBoiu aqua to/cma, of wblch 
tbej had told you, I tbink yuu aaid, that certain pemis 
in Peiasa had presefred thî» aeoMt." 

"Tes, trae," nplîed MadtnM de yillefinrt^ faestOy» and 
vith a degree of uneaiinMi ; I remembv now." 

**! do Bot leooUeci now ail ihe Taiioiia sulyecta of 
whioh we diaconned. Madame^" contûnied the oount» 
witb pecfect oalmnoBs; '*hiit I nmember diftmeUy that 
ftUing into the enor whieh othen had entertained mpeet- • 
ing me, you 
de VUlefort*' 

"Tes, really, Monsieur; you were in ftist a medûal 
mon" saiil Madame de Yillelbrt^ **8inoe yoo had eined 

the sick." 

** Molièie or Beaumarohaia woold leply to you. Madame^ 
that it waA preciaely beeause I was not that I had cured 
iny patients ; for myself, I am content to siy to yoa that I 
bave studied chemistry atui iliû naturaL acieDcefi somewhat 

deeplr, "bnt stîîl only is an amateur, you nnderstand." 

Ai tliis moment tht clock struck six. " It is six o'clock," 
saiJ Madame de Villo-.brt, cvidently acritated. " Valentine, 
¥rill you not go and aee if your giandpapa wiil bave bîa 
dinnerî" 

Valentine rosp, and salutuig the coont^ l&SX the xoom 
without ri'plying a single word. 

"Ob, Madame ! " Baid the couut when Valentine had 
left the room, " ^vas it on my account that you sent Made- 
moiselle de Villefurt away ] " 

** By no means," replied the youiig woroan, qnickly ; 
"but this is the hour when we give to M. Nuiitier the 
sad repast which supports hiâ melaucholy exidtence. You 
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aro awaie^ Monsieur, of the déplorable condition of my 
husband's ùihex î ** 

Yeg, MftdfniiHiy M> de Tillefart spok» of tt to me^ — â 
psmlyâis, I thlnk." 

**A}êb, yes I ilMie is an entire want of moTement in 
tlie ftame of Ihe poor old nuuij the mind done w tASH 
aetvfe în this hqmaii maobinfi^ and ihat û ftint and 
fliffJwBiwg lîke ihe light'of a lamp abonl to eipiie» Bal 
ezoïite me, m, for talkiqg of oor domeetie nuefortnnee ; 
I intampied ywk at the moment when yon irave telling 
me Uiat yon weie a akOM ehemist." 

^HOf Medame, I did not eay lo mnoli ae that/' raplied 
the count, witii a amfle; ''qoite the eontrazy. I hâve 
^^ai^»à''(tbiBS!^i^f'^mKm having detecmined to live in 
Ewtem climat) s, I have deainma of foUowiog the 
exnniTiIo of King Mitbridates." 

** MUiridaUi, rex Ponticuê,^^^d ihe young scarap, as 
he cnt 8ome beautiful portraits eut of a iplendid albom» 
"the individnal who bimkfaatod mrj moming wtth a 
onp of poiflon à la crrmcy 

" Édouard, you naugbty boy ! " exelaimed Madame de 
Viliefort, snatching the mutilated book from the urchin's 
grasp ; " you aro unendurablo ; you disturb the conversa- 
tion. Leavo us, and join youi siater Yaleotine in Grand- 
papa Noirtier'â room." 

** The album," said Édouard. 

" What do you mean 1 the album 1 " 

"I want the ulbum.** 

** Why have you eut out the pictures î " 

** Oh, it amuses me." 

" Go ; go directly." 

" I wou't go unloss you givo rao tho albnm,** said the 
boy, seating liimsolf doggedly ui an urmohair, uccording 
to hiâ habit of uever giving way. 
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"Take it, tlien, and disturb us no longer," said Madame 
do ^■lllufli^L, giving t]w albnm to Édouard, who theu weût 
towards tlie duor, led by his mother. 

The count followed her with his ejes. " Let ns see if 
ihe shata the door aÙ&e him," be mnttored. 

y^il^m* de TOlefort doaed the door otfeftallj «ftn ihB 
ebSld, the ooant appcarlDg not to notice her; tfaen eeating 
a soratmking glanoe «lovuid the ohember, tbe young wUb 
letomed to her ehair» in vhioh ihe o ee t ed henêU 

ÂShw me to oheem» Madane»'' «dd the eonat^ with 
thaï fcînd tone he oonld aHonie lo wél], '^yoa aie leally 
▼eiy aeven with that chsiming ohild." 

''Oh, aouetinies aeverity is qtiite neceaoaiy,** nplled 
Madame de YiOelbrl^ with a tne malenial emphasia. 

''It waa his Goméliiis Nepoa that Maatar Édonaid waa 
vepaaftiiig when he refened to Kiiig Mithiidatee^" eonttn- 
ned the ooimt; "and yon interaiptad him in a qaolation 
which pvoTea that his tntor has by no meane neglected 
him, for yoor sou is rcally advanced for his jeais." 

''The &ct is, Monsieur ilio Count/' answered the 
mother, agreoably flattored, " he has great aptitude, and 
learnsall that is set bofore liim. He bas >iit one fault, — 
he is somewhat wilful ; but refcrring to wliat he aaidy do 
you believe that Mithiidatee used thèse precantiona, and 
that theso precantions were efficaciousî** 

" I think 80, Madame, because I — I "who now address 
you — bave made «se of them that I migbt not be poisoiied 
at Kaples, at Palermo, and at SnuTna ; tliat is to say, oa 
three several occasions when but toi thèse procautiona X 
Xnust baTc lost uiy lifi;." 

** And yùUT précautions weie suooessful ) 

** Conipietely so." 

" Ves, I rciu' lui cr now youi mentioning to me at Ponma 
something of tius âort*^ 
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^laâêèà I did II" Mîd tbe ùcm^ with va vtt ûi n»- 
prise lemaïkably well ooimterfdtod ; I xeaUj did not 
xemember ii." 

^ I inquired of you t[ pouons aetod equallj and irith 
the aame effoet on men of the Noxth as on men of tho 
fioatli i voâ joa answeied me tbat the eold and aluggiah 
faabito of the Noxth did not pieaeiit the aame anaoepti* 
hlli^ to poison as the rich and eneigelîe tempemroenta 
of the natÎTes of the Sonth." 

^And that îs the case," ofaserved Monte Giiata **I 
haye seen Basaians devonr wlthotit beiog visibly incon- 
venienccd vegetable substanceB which wonld iuMUbly 
bave killed a Keapolitan or an Ârab.'* 

''Andyon reaîly bolievo tbe resuit would be still more 
soie with os than in the Mast, and tbat in the midsfe of 
onr fogs and vains • tnan would habituate himself more 
easily than in a warm latitade to tbts progressive abeoip* 
tion of poison.** 

"Certainly ; it boing at the same time underetood that 
ono is protected only againat that poison to whick he bas 
accnstomed himself.** 

"Yes, I unilerstand that ; and how would you habitu- 
ato yonmelf, for instance, oi latbec how did you habituate 
youraelf î " 

"Oh, very easily. Suppose you knew beforehand the 
poison that would be made use of against you ; suppose 
the poison was, for instance, bnicine — *' 

** Brucine is extracto<I fiom the Bru(x&i /errugÎMa, ia it 
not 1 ** in^uiied Madame de Villofort. 

** Precisely, Madame/* replied Monte Cristo ; " l)ut I 
perceivo I bave not mucb to teach you. AlJuvv me to 
compliment you on your knowledge; sucb leaming is 
Tray rare among ladiea." 

'*0h, I am awaie of tbat/* saJd Madame de TlUefoit; 
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"but I havo a passion for the occult scîonces, which spcalç 
to the iina^'iiuition likt; pœt ry, and are re<lueiWe to fiinires 
liku an algebraic e<iitati«»n. But go Ofkp I pnij jou; whut 
you say interesta me eitiviuely.** 

" Woll," r*^plirfi Monte Cristo, " f?uppo5îe, then, Uiat 
thi.s poi:3on ^vus brucino, and yuu were to take a nilîi- 
grammc the lii-st day, two niillicminimes tho second Jay, 
and so on. Well, at tlm end of t«:'n days yt ii ^v<>uhl take 
a centigramme ; at the end of twenty days, aiMing anuther 
milli;,Tamnie, y ou wuuld take thi«e centii^nimes, — th.iit is 
to say, a dose which you would support without incouveu- 
icncc, but which would be very daugurons for any othor 
person who had not taken the same précautions. Vrell, 
tben, at the end of a mouth, wben drinking water from the 
aune eara/c, you wonld kfll the pearaon who at (he saniA 
tiine aa yomaelf liad diaak ihîa watar, wtthoat yonr pa^ 
eeiying, otharwiaa thaii ftom alight incooTanieDca^ tbat theia 
waa any poiaonooa aabataiMa miDgled with thia witti;'' 

«< Do you know any otbar oountai^poâaoïw I " 

« l do not." 

" I haye oftan read, and nad agai% the hktoiy of 
Mithridatei,*' aaid Madana de ViUefott, m a ione of idiee* 
tion, ''and liave alway» oonaideted it aa a ftble.*' 

**No, Madame^ oontiaiy to moat hiatoij, it la a teaUi ; 
bnt what yoa tell me, Hadamei what you laquix» of me^ 
îa not the Tmuh of a ebanoe qtieetion, — for two yaais 
ânoe you asked me the same questions, and aaid too that 
for a very long time thia htatoiy of Mithiidates oceapled 
your raind." 

**TnM^ Monaienr. The two favorite studiea of my 
youth were botany and mineialogy; and sahaeqQently« 
wlien I loamed that tlio use of aimplee froqnontly ex- 
plaitied the whole history of a people, and the entire lifo 
of iiidividuala in the £aat» aa floweza iUustiata ail thav 
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thoughta of loye, I have rcgrettod I was not a man, tbat I 
miglit havo boen a Flamcl, a Fontana, or a Calmnis." 

"Ami ilie more, Madame," said Monte Cristo, *' as tho 
Orientais do Dot confine themselves, as did Mithridates, 
to inako a cuirass of his poisons, but thcy also luake theui 
a dagger. Science becomes iii their iàauiis, not only a 
défensive woapon, but still more frequeiitly an ofiensive 
one. Tlie one serves againât ail their j^liysical suiFerings ; 
tlic other againat ail their enemieâ. Witli opium, with 
belladonna, with brucœa, snakc-wood, the cherry-laurel, 
they put to sleep ail those who would keep them awake. 
Tbên 18 not ime of tlujw women, — Ëgyptian, Turk, or 
Cfaeek, — whom hère yon caU 'good women/ who do not 
know how, by mesnt of ehemistry, to stupefy a doctor, 
•nd in pejohology to an»» a oonteor." 

«BeaUjr aaid Madamo de YiUefint, whooe eyea 
■parUed with itiango fin at this oonvenation. 

« £h, indeed I Y6% Madame/' eontinned Monte Cnsto, 
'^the aeetet diamae of the Eaat begin and end thna, feom 
tiie plant whieh ean ereate love to the plant tfaat oan 
canae daath ; hom the dianght whioh opena heaven befora 
yoni ejea to that whioh {dnngee a man in hell I Theie 
aie as many shadee of eveiy kind as tbere are caprices and 
peealiaritîes in humaui phyaioal, and moral nature ; and I 
wiU iay furtber, the art of thèse chemists knowa how to 
aooommodate the remedy and the iU to its yeandnga of 
loTo or its desires for ▼engeanoQi'' 

*'But, Monsieur," remarked the lady, *'tfaoM Oriental 
eodetiee, in the niidst of whioh yoa have passed a portion 
of your existence, are as Tisionary as the taies that corne 
from their strange land. A man can easily be put out of 
tlie way tliorc, tîieii ; it is indeed tlic Bagdad and Bassora 
of M. Gailand. The sultans and viziers, who rule over thoso 
aocieties, and wlio oonatitate what in ifianoe we cali the 

JOL, IL — » 
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Government, are in fact lîaroun-al-Riischids and Giattars, 
•who rtnt only pardon a poisouer, but even make him a 
primo niinister if his crime luis been an ingenioua one, 
and who under sucb circumstances have tho whole &tory 
writt^n in letteia of gold, io divert their buurâ oi idimem 

AUd ennui 

By no means, Madame ; iho fauciful exists no longer 
in the Ea8t. There are there now, disguised under other 
mmoi, and conoeolod undtrr utber costumes, agents of 
police, magistratû», attomey-geuemls, and 1 hey 

bang, beliead, and impale tiieir criminak iu tiie uiOè% 
agreeable niaunui {K>88ible ; but some of tbese, like devei 
rogues, haye cootrived to cacapo human justice and suc- 
oeed in thdi ft»adalent enteipiiaea by conniog stmtageœa. 
Amoag iM a ompleton ponened bj the denott of iMto or 
eupidity, who hu an enemy to destroy, or ooaio imr nI»> 
Uf% to dispos» oC goss sMgbt to ibo fgmim^9 or ànff 
gisl's» gîves t fidss nime, whish kads moia oasUy to Us 
dotection than hk nal ons^ and pofchasss vndsr • pss- 
text tbat the lats prerent bim ftom sleeping fiva sv six 
giams of aisonic; if ho is reaU/ A oimnii^ IbUov, be gosa 
to fivo or six diibnnt draggists or gioeo^ and thonby 
bseomss only fiva or six tînas mon sasU j tiaosd. Thum» 
wbon he has aoqmrsd bis spodUe, be adwinistoi» dnlj to 
his onsmy or near a dose of aissnio whieb vonld 

maka a msmmotb or mastodon burst, and whieb vitbout 
xhyme or rsason makes his TÎctim nttsv gnaai wbich 
alarm the entiie neighboibood. Then arrive a crowd of 
policemen and eonstables. The}' fetch a duetor, who opens 
the dead body, and colleots firom the entraiW aad stomach 
a quantity of arsenic in a spoon. Next day a bundred 
newipapen relate the fact, with the namee of the vietim 
and the murderer. The same evening the grooer or gro- 
osB^ draggîst oc dCTflgist% oobm and mj^ *U waa I who 
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•old the arsenic to the gentleman accused ; ' and ratbor 
than not recognize the guilty purchaser, they will recog- 
liize twenty. Theu the fooli.sh criminal is takcii, im- 
prisoned, intcrrogated, confronted, confounded, condemned, 
and eut off by hemp or steel ; or if she be a woman of any 
oomidtntioti, they loek bar iip fi» Uh» Tfais is tbe way 
itt iriikh yoii KoftbeRieiB undentaiid ehemistry, Ma<faiae. 
"Dmnm wmê, bowever, I mtwt oonfess, move skUAd." 

^WM wonld you bave^ MoDflÎMirt" said fthe Udj^ 
kngbing; <*we do what we can. AU tfae wodd bas not 
tbo «eonl of tiia Ifediois or the Boigiao.* 

''Kow," xeplîod the ooant^ slmiggîiig hit riionldan» 
^ahaQ I toU yoa the oanaa of ail then atnjnditMaf It ia 
beoMita at jcm tbeatm^ wbat at leaat I oonld jodgo 
hf nadiDg the piaoes thaj play» tb^ aae peraona awaUow 
the contents of a pbial, or aoek tbe batton of a ring^ and 
fidl dead ioatantly • Five miniitea afterwards the eoitain 
frUa; and the apeetators depaart They are jfpaoïint of 
what comaa afterwards. They see neither the oommissary 
of police wîtb bis badge of office, nor tbe oorporal witb hia 
fuiir mcn ; and tbat persuades many weak minds to hcliove 
that thinga happen iu tbat waj. Bot go a little way from 
France ; go either to Aleppo or Cairo^ or only to Kaplea 
or Rome, and you will see people passing by you in the 
strccts, — people erect, smiling, and frosh-coîorcd, of wbom 
Asraodeus, if he wero noar you, wonld say, * That raan was 
pois' nod three weeks ago ; he will be a dead mau in a 
month."* 

"Then," reraarked Madame de Villefort, "they hnve 
again discovered the mcvv.t of the faraoua aqva-to/ana 
which tbey told me at Peruiva had hecn lost.** 

" Eh, indeed, doey niankuid ever lose anything? The 
arta are reniovcd, ami inako a tour of tho world. Things 
change their names, and the vuigar do not foUow them, — 
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tbat is ail ; but there ia alwavs tluî same resiilt. Poison 
acts parLicuLiily on one organ or the dlier, — onc* on the 
stomach, anutlicr ou the brain, anotlier ou the iutcstiiies. 
Well, the poison brings on a cough, the cough an inflam 
maiiAii of the lange, or •orne other eomplaint catalogued 
In thA lKK)k of «nenee, wbkh liomiTer hj no mmm pro- 
eindM h ftom being deddedlj moftal ; md îf it mm no^ 
it woald be som lo beoome ao, tbanks to the lemediee 
«pplied by fboliflh doetoa» who eie genaall j bed cliBm- 
iate, whîoh wîll tôt in finror of or agûnit the mÊàêàj, m 
you pleaie. And lîhon theie le a hmnaa beiag kiUed ««y 
eoiding to aU the ftdee of ni and iidO, in ngud to whom 
jaitioe mikas no inqiitriei^ ae waa aaîd by a temUe chem- 
iil of my anqnalntanfifti the woitby Abbé Adélmoate de 
Tkomiîne^ in Sûnly, who bas afeadied theae national phe> 
nomena Teiy piofonndly." 

"tt ii fti^tful, but deeply intereetini;," said the yooQg 
woman, motionleia with attention. ** I thought, I must 
coiifess, tbat theae talée wete inTeotiona of the Middio 
Ages." 

" Yei^ no doubt, but impioved npon in our own Êg^ 

What 18 the use of time, encouragements, medals, crosses, 
and Monthyon prizes, if they do not lead society towards 
perfection? Yot man \rill ncver bc pcrfect iintiî lie learns 
to create and destroy, like (Jod ; ho doea know how to 
destroy, and that is halfway on tlio road." 

" So," îidded Madame do Villefort, con^tantly returuiog 
to lier olijoct, " the poisons of tho Bor^rias, tlie Mcdicis, 
the lieués, the Rug^'ieris, and latcr probably that of 
Baron de Trenok, whose story has been so misused by 
modem drania and roinancii — " 

*' Wer© ohjocts of art, Madame, and nothing more," re- 
plied the couut. " Do you suppose that tlu^ mil savant 
addresses himself stupidly to the mère iuui\i.duui i £y 
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no means. Scionce lovea ecceutricities, leaps, and bounds, 
trials of atrengtli, faucies, if I niay bo allowed so to terra 
thera. Tliiis, for instance, tlie exci-llcnt Abbé Adelmonte, 
of whum I spoku to you ju^t uow, iiiâde OU this subject 
8ome marvellous experimeiits." 
" Really I " 

Tes ; I wiil mention one to you. He Lad a remark- 
ably fine garden, full of vegetables, flowers, and fruit 
From among thèse vegetables he selected tho niost .simple, 
— a cabbage, for instance. For t]ire(i days lie watered tbis 
cabbage \vith a distillation of arsejiie ; on Liic third, the 
cabbage began to droop and turn yelluw. At that mo' 
méat he eut it. In the eyes of everybody it seemed fit 
isa tabla, and preaeired its wholeBome appeaianoe. In 
the knowledge of the Abbè Adehnoot» alone it wus poîa- 
oned. Ha thon took ïb» eabbage to the loom whete lie 
liad mbbits, — Ibr the Abbé Adehnonte bad a eoUeetion 
of labbite, ci^ and guinea-pigs as fine as bis coUeotion of 
T^getableB^ flowen^ and firaiL Well, tbe Abbé Adehnonte 
took a nbbit, and made it eat a leaf of the cabbage. The 
labbit died. What magiatrate wonld find, or even ven- 
tote to înainnatft anything against thia t What proewreur 
dit roi htm eter Tautaied to dtav np an aoouMtion against 
M. Magendie or M. Flooiena, in conséquence of the mb- 
bits, cats, and guinea-pigs they have killedt Not one. 
So, then, the labbit dies, and justice takes no notice. Thia 
rabbit dead, tbe Abbé Adehnonte haa its eutrails taken 
eut by bis cook and thxown on tbe dungbill ; on thia 
dimghill is a hcn, who pecking thèse inteatines is in her 
tum taken iil, and dies next daj. At the moment when 
ahe is struggliug in the eonTiUaiona of death a vulture is 
flying by (tbere are a good many vuîtures îu Adelmoate's 
country); this bird darts ou • the doad bird and carries it 
away to a rock, where it dinea off its proy. ïhne daji 
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aHerwards this poor vulture, who lias been very much 
intlLsposod fiiiïc© that dinner, feels very giddy suddenly 
wliile flying aloft iu the clouds, and falls lieavily iîît'^ a 
fish-pond, TIh^ y>ik6, eek, and carp eat gr^odily aI\^ uya, 
as cverybody kiiuwa; they feast un the vuiiurie. Well, 
bupposft the iiL'xt day ono of tlieso eels, or pike, or carp 
sen'ed at your table, poisoned as they aro in the founli 
degree. Well, thcn, your giie.st will bo poisoned in the 
fifth dc'grce, aud wHl die at the eud of eight or ten days 
of pains in the intestines, eickoess, or abscess of the 
pylorus. Th« doetors open tlie body and say, 'The 
■abject fais died of » tnaior m the Um, o£ of tjphoid 

«'Bot»" miMikid IfMltnie da YObloi^ 'ûL Obtm «iiv 
camrttpoee whidi joa link Ûlhê om to anotlnr may be 
looken hj the kart Mseideiit ; th» TuUaie mtj aofc piM 
MMOD, or may fall * huadred yiidt feom the ftih-pôad»* 

** Ah, juit tho» Il the pnmnee of eik To he gjiwt 
ohemist in the EmI we muât dtieet ofatnoi ; tnd thie ie to 
he aehieved." 

Mademe de YiEeliDit wae deep in tfaoQgH lietaned 
ettentÎTely. " But,*' ebe eacUimed eaddoBly, **anemo le 
indeliUey indeetnictibiLe ; in wbat way soever ti ie eb- 
eorbed, it wUl be fonnd egeiu in the body of tbe cnetoxe 
ùom the mometit when it hae been teken in enffioîent 
quantity to cause death," 

" Precisely so," cried Monte Cxiatci^ — " preciselj ao ; 
and this is what I said to my worthy Adelmoute. He 
roflected, smiledf end replied to me by a 6ioilian proverbe 
wbich I belicve is also a French proverb, ' My son, tbe 
world was not made in a day, but iu soveu. Rotnrn on 
Sunday.' On the Snndiy followiug I did return to hiiu. 
Ttistcad of haviiig watorod his caljbage with arsenic, ho 
had watered iL tbia time witU a aolution of aalta» bavîug 
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\he\T basis în strychnine, strychnos coiuhrina, as tlio leaniinl 
term it. Xow, the cabbage bad iu>t tho sliglit-st appoar- 
ance of disejiae in the world, aiul tho rabbit bad not tho 
smallest distrust ; ypt fivo minutos afterwards tbe rabbit 
was dead. Tho fowl peckod at the rabbit, and tbc next 
day was lîead. We wero the vultures, ao we opeued the 
fowl, and this time ail particular syiupLoms had disap- 
p^red i therû were only général sym})toma. Tliere was 
no peculiar indication in any organ, — an exoitoniout o£ 
the nervous system only ; a ciiso of cérébral congestion, 
ïhe fowl iiad not been poisoned ; ahe had died of apo- 
plexy. Âpoplexy is a rare disease among fowlâ, I believe, 
but very common among men." 

Madame de Villefort appeind mm aad moie nflectim 
*ll k Tery fortmiato,* sbe obaerr^d^ *'tfaat muàk aob- 
itttBoaa eonîd only 1>e prepared by dieinists, foi otherwiae» 
mdÊtâf one half tbe woild wonld poiaon the ofchar bail** 

^ Bj ehamiffai and penons wbo hm » taate iSor ehani' 
istiy," aaid Monte Criato^ eaieleadj. 

And tbeB,'' aaid Madame de TUlefbrt^ endearonng by 
% atrng^ and wifh «flbrt^ ta get tmf fnm ha thooght^ 
^ hQwvmt aldlftillj it ia prapaied» eiime îa alwaja erime ; 
and if ift vwM homaa aaratinj, it doea nci eaeape tiie ey» 
of Gkid. The Orientale aie ationger than we an in oaaea 
of eooaoienM^ and have pradentlj aboMahed hel],— Aat 
la the différence." 

^Beally, Madame^ this is a aeniple which natazaUi 
maat occor to a pue mind like 7001% bot which would 
eaaily yield before sound reasoning. The bad sido of 
bumaa thonght wUl aiwaya be defined bj the paradox of 
Jean Jacques Rousseau, you know, — ' tbe mandarin who 
is killed at five thousand le^es* distance by raising the 
tq> ctf tbe finger.* Man's whole life passes in doing thèse 
HÏingji^ and hia inteiieet la exbaiatad hjf leflecting an them> 
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You wîll find TCTT few j)C'rsons \\]\o will go and V)nitally 
thrust a kiiif»^ in thc heurt of a ffllow-creaUire, i r ad- 
ministr-r to him, in ovdvr to rcniuve liim from Ihr sm fi'^o 
of the globe, that quantity of ai^>< nie of wliieli we just uow 
talked. Such a tUin*? is really ont of rul(», — ecoentric or 
stupiil. To attaiu such a point thc lilood must bo warraed 
to thirty-«ix degrees, the puis© be at least at ninety, aud 
tlic fcclin^rs oxcited beyond tho ordinary limit. But if, 
pj^ing, as wc do in pbilology, from the word itself to its 
softened synonyme, you make an élimination ; if instead 
of committing an ignoble assaaaînatîoD, you merely and 
simply remove from jour patii him whû is in your way, 
and tlkiA wîtlioiit éhoDk or violetioe^ irithoat tbe display of 
those ntfferings wbioh becoming a ponishnieDi make a 
martyr of the 'vietim, asd of him who inflicte them • 
hutcher in eveiy wnae of the iroid ; if theie he no blood, 
no groana» no eonTolaîona» nor, abore all, thai honiUe and 
oompiomiaing initantaneooineaa of the deed» — then one 
eecapea tbe datch of the haman law, which aaye to jon, 
< Do not diatnrb aodety I ' Thîs îa the mode In wbieli 
they manage thèse thîngs and eocceed In £saCam dimes^ 
wheie there aie grave and phlegmatio peiaena who caio 
▼ery little for the matter of tîme in ooqjanotiina of 
importanoô." 

" Yet conscience reroains ! " Tcraarked Madame de 
Villefort^ in an agitated voice, and with a stifled ai^ 

**Ymf** anaweied Monte Cristo, "happily, yes, oon« 
science does remain and if it did not, hoir wretched we 
aboold be! Afler every action reqaiiing exertion it is 
oonadMioe that savf«<« us, for it supplies us with a tboosaiid 
good excuses, of which we alone are judges ; and tbese 
reasons, how oxcrdl- nt soovrr in pr^tlucing sloep, would 
avai! perhaps but little to save our iives l>oforo a tribunal 
ïhufi Eichard XH., ion iuatauco^ was marvellouslj aemd 



Digitized by Google 



TOXXOOLOGT. 



m 



hj his conscience after tho putting away of thc two cîùl- 
dren of E hvard IV'.; in fact, he could say, 'Thèse two 
rliildri IL of a cruel and persecuting king, who have iiiher- 
ited the \icm of tbeir father, -winch I alone conîd per- 
çoive in tlicir javeniio proponsitien, - — thèse two (;hildren 
aro im[>e<liinents in my way of promoting the happinetis 
of the Englisli people, to whora they would undoubtedly 
havo doue liarm.' Thus was Lady ^fiicbeth served by her 
couacience, wheu sho sought to givo lier son, and not her 
hnsband, whatever Shakespeare may say, a throne. Ah, 
laaturnal love is u gn aL viituc, a powerful motive, — su 
powerful tbat it excuses a multitude of tlmiga ; se that 
afber the death of Duncan, Lady Macbeth would have 
been verj misérable withoat her ooDscieuce." 

Ilidima de Vilkfort Iktaoed wifih «vUify to theie ap- 
palling iw^Timp* aad honible paradoxes, deliverad bj the 
coimt wHIi tbat bmmeal âmplidfy wbiDh was peenliar to 
bim. Aller a momeiitfs eOenoe ahe said, " Bo yon know^ 
Monsieur fhe Connt» tbat joa aie a very tenible nasoner, 
aad that joa look at the worïd thiough a somewhat dis- 
tcmperad médium t Is il^ then, becaïue you bave stadied 
bomanity thiongh alembioB aad omeiblesl For 7011 are 
nght^ yoa aie a great ohemist; and tbe elizii yon ad* 
ministared to my son, irhieb xeoalled bim to lilb slmost 
instantaneously — " 

** Ob, do not place any reUance on that^ Madam«» One 
drop of tbat elizir sufficed to recall life to a dying child, 
bat thiee dnps woold have impelled the blood into his 
Inqgi m snob a way as to bave paroduced most violent pal- 
pilatioxis ; sec woold bave suspended his respiration and 
caused syncope moie serions than tbat in which hc tvqs ; 
ten would have destroyed bim. You know, Madame, how 
stifldcnly I snatchc<l bim from thoee phials whiob he so 
impradantly toaohfid." 
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" Is ît, thcn, so terriblo a poison ? " 

*' Oh, no ! In the tirst place, let us agrée that the word 
'poison' (locs not exist ; because in medieine use is made 
of the most violent poisons, which bccome, accoidiQg U 
they are made use of, salufauy remédies." 

" What, tlu'i), is itl" 

" A skilful pi t l 'a ration by my iriend, the worthy Abbé 
Adclmoute, who taught me the use of it" 

" Oh," observed Madame de YUlefoit» " it must be an 
admirable anti-si»asmo(lic." 

" Perfect, Madame, as yuu bave seen," rcplied tlic 
couut; "and I frequcntly niake use of it, ^ — with ail 
possible prudence, thou^li, be it observed," lie added, 
smiling. 

** Mo6t assuredly," redponded Madame de Yillefort, in 
the aame tone. "As fbr me, m nwfijm, and ao galjeet 
to fidnting-fita» I tbonld laqtiin » Dr. Adehnont» to ia* 
vent for me «orne tmam of breathiiig freely, and tianqniU 
linng my mind, in the fear I bft^ of dying some fine day 
of mffbcEtion. In the meea wfaile, •$ the thing is diflicalt 
to find in Ennooi and yonr abbé is not probaUj- disposed 
to make a joumey to Pteia on ny loeonnt, I mnat oon- 
tinne to use the anti-epaamodica of M. Flanohè ; and mint 
and Hoi&nann'a drops aie among my &TOfîle xemedieei 
Hera axe some loseqgea whieh are made «xpresaly iat me ; 
they are (»)mpoanded doubly strong." 

Monte Cristo opened the toitoise-shell box, which the 
young woman presentad to him» and imbibed the odor of 
the lozenges with the air of an amateur who thoroughly 
appieoiated their composition* Th^ aie Ittdeed exquis- 
ite^" he said ; " but as they axe neoeosarily submitted to 
the process of déglutition, — a ftmction which it is ùc^ 
quently impossible for a fainting penon to aceon^liah» — 
I pre&r my own qpedfio." 
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** tJndoubtedly ; and so should I prefcr it, after the 
effects I have seen produced. But of course it is a secret j 
and I am not so indiscreet as to ask it of you." 

** Bat I," said Monte Cristo, rising as he apoke, — "I 
am gallaut euough to offer it you." 
Oh, Monsieur ! " 
**Only remember one thing : a small dos© is a rcmedy ; 
a large one is poison. One drop \v\M restorc life, as you 
havo witnessed ; five or bix will inevitably kill, and iu a 
vmy the more terrible, inasmucli as pourcd into a gla^ki uf 
"wine, it would not in the sligbtest degrec ailcct its flavor. 
But I say no more, Madame } it i& really aa if I weie 
advising you." 

The dock sfcraok balf-past six, and a lady ma an- 
noonoed, — a fiûnd of da VOIafin^ wiio oame 

to dîne with bar. 

^If I bad the honor of Meing you for ihs tfaiid or 
foorth time^ Mondm tiia Comité înatoad of finr oïdj the 
•oooDd,'' Mdd Madame de Tfllefott; ^if I kad the konor 
of keing your fàBDà, mstead of baving only the kappiness 
of lying vnder an obligition to jin^->-I abonld iasiat 
on detaining joa to dinser, aad noi aUow niyaalf to be 
damited bjf a fini xaftinL* 

A thoQfliiid tb ftffkW | Madaufl^'* lOpiUed Monto disto^ 
"but I bafe an enga^ieiiiant wbldi I eannot bnak : I bave 
piomîied to esoott to tbe Académie a Chraek pxmoeas of 
my acquaintanoa wbo baa never seen your grand open» 
and who relies on me to oondoot ker tkitker." 
Adieu, then, sir, and do not foiget my recipe." 
Âhf intnith. Madame, to do tbat I must forget the 
hom's conveisatioa X baye bad vitb you» wkiok îb indeed 
fanpossîhle." 

Monte Oiiito bowed and left the house. Madame de 
YiUefiMt lenaiiied imuMwiieil in tbought " He ia a Teiy 
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atnnge maii," shc saiJ, "and in mj opinion i& ïàmaeài the 
Adelmonto he talks about." 

As to Monte Cristo, the resuit had surpassod his utmost 
expectations. " Good ! '* said be, as ho wcni ;i\vay ; " this 
is a fruitful soil, aiifl I feel certain ihat the seod eowu 
wiii iiot 1)0 cast on barrcn ground." Next moruing, fkitli- 
f ul to liis promis lie i»ent the desired prescription. 
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